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• Chhath Puja began on November 17. During the festival, 

devotees fast and gather on the banks of rivers and 
ponds to offer prayers to Sun god. 

• The festival is celebrated by the Purvanchali community 
— Bhojpuri-speaking people from eastern U.P., Bihar, and 
parts of Jharkhand.
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• Efforts are being made to expand the cultivation of 
geographical indication (GI)-tagged Onattukara sesame in 
Alappuzha district of Kerala.

• The Onattukara sesame is currently grown on around 
600 hectares spread across 43 local bodies in the three 
districts of Alappuzha, Kollam and Pathanamthitta.

Do you know?
• A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products 

that have a specific geographical origin and possess 
qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin. In 
order to function as a GI, a sign must identify a product 
as originating in a given place.

• India, as a member of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), enacted the Geographical Indications of Goods 
(Registration & Protection)Act, 1999 has come into force 
with effect from 15th September 2003.
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• Tamil Nadu Governor R. N. Ravi has ‘withheld’ assent for 
certain Bills passed by its Legislative Assembly.

• Article 200 of the Constitution lays down that when a 
Bill, passed by a State Legislature, is presented to the 
Governor for their assent, they have four alternatives —
may give assent to the Bill; may withhold assent to the 
Bill, that is, reject the Bill in which case the Bill fails to 
become law; may return the Bill (if it is not a Money Bill) 
for reconsideration of the State Legislature; or may 
reserve the Bill for the consideration of the President.

• As held by the Supreme Court in various cases including 
the Shamsher Singh case (1974), the Governor does not 
exercise their discretionary powers while withholding 
assent or returning a Bill to the State Legislature.
• They are required to act as per the advice of the 

Council of Ministers

• The return of any Bill to State Legislature for 
reconsideration is also to be done based on ministerial 
advice.

• the Constitution does not lay down any time limit within 
which the Governor is required to make a decision.
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• The Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and 

Development, 2022 was, on Sunday, jointly awarded to 
the Indian Medical Association and the Trained Nurses 
Association of India as representatives of the COVID-19 
warriors in the country.

• The Indira Gandhi Peace Prize is an annual prestigious 
award. 

• It has been named after former Prime Minister Smt. 
Indira Gandhi. 

• It is being conferred every year since 1986 by Indira 
Gandhi Memorial Trust. It consists of a monetary award 
of `25 lakh along with a citation.
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• A book on the rivers of India was recently honoured with 

a well-known literary award in West Bengal.
• Nadijibir Notebook (‘Notebook on Rivers’), a book in 

Bengali by writer and river scientist Supratim
Karmakar, published in 2022, was honoured with 
the Namita Chattopadhyay Sahitya Samman 2023 
on November 18 at the Bangla Akademi in Kolkata.

• The book deals with issues concerningthe rivers of 
India, their ecology, and the steps that can be taken 
for their rejuvenation.
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• IFFI is the only film festival in South Asia that is 

accredited by International Federation of Film 
Producers’ Associations (FIAPF) in Competitive 
Feature Films Category.

• Since 2004, IFFI has moved to its permanent venue 
at Goa, where it is jointly organized each year by 
National Film Development Corporation (NFDC), 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, 
Government of India and Entertainment Society of 
Goa (ESG).
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• A genetic chimaera is a single organism composed of 

cells of more than one distinct genotype (or genetic 
makeup). 

• The animal kingdom has several examples of varying 
degrees of chimerism

• Natural chimaeras among humans are well documented 
in the medical literature.

• They occur when the genetic material in one cell changes 
and gives rise to a clonal population of cells different 
from all the other cells.

• scientists reported successful generation of a live 
chimaera in non-human primates – species evolutionarily 
close to humans. 
• This is the first time scientists have succeeded in 

producing a live infant chimeric monkey
• Researchers have attempted to grow full human 

organs inside the bodies of animals using induced 
pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) technology
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• In animal husbandry, cattle that are born exhibiting 

characteristics of both sexes are called freemartins.
• Freemartins are sterile female cattle that result from the 

twinning of a male and a female within the same uterus. 
This phenomenon occurs in approximately 90% of such 
twin pregnancies in cattle. The key reason is the 
exchange of blood between the male and the female 
foetuses during gestation.

• Genetically, freemartinism is attributed to the sharing of 
cells carrying the Y chromosome from the male twin with 
the female twin. This chromosome triggers the 
development of male reproductive organs in the male 
foetus, while the female foetus, affected by the presence 
of male hormones, experiences incomplete development 
of its reproductive system. 

• The end result is that the freemartin has an 
underdeveloped or non-functional reproductive tract.

• In agricultural settings, because freemartins can’t 
reproduce, farmers often identify them through physical 
and/or behavioural traits to cull them from the breeding 
herd to improve reproductive efficiency.
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• Khirki Masjid, built by Khan-i-Jahan Junan Shah, the 

Prime Minister of Firoz Shah Tughlaq who ruled in the 
14th century.

• According to the official website of Delhi Tourism, “A 
blend of both Hindu and Muslim architecture, the Khirki
mosque is a perfect amalgamation of the two separated 
frontiers.”

• The mosque contains around 85 domes but the most 
striking aspect of the structure is the numerous windows 
or ‘khirki’ that dot the premises. The primary purpose of 
these windows was to provide light and air as a source of 
ventilation to the courtyard of the mosque.

•
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• The movement was launched in 2005 by more than 170 

Palestinian groups to garner international support for 
Palestinian people’s rights. 

• it describes itself as an “inclusive, anti-racist human 
rights movement that is opposed on principle to all 
forms of discrimination, including anti-semitism and 
Islamophobia.”

• It draws inspiration from the South African anti-
apartheid movement. BDS urges “nonviolent pressure on 
Israel until it complies with international law” to meet 
three demands on Israel:
• Ending its occupation and colonization of all Arab 

lands and dismantling the Wall.
• Recognizing the fundamental rights of the Arab-

Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality.
• Respecting, protecting and promoting the rights of 

Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and 
properties as stipulated in UN Resolution 194.”
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• Under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY), 

collateral-free institutional credit up to Rs. 10 lakh is 
provided by Member Lending Institutions (MLIs) i.e. 
Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs), Regional Rural 
Banks (RRBs), Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) 
and Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs). 

• Any individual, who is otherwise eligible to take a loan 
and has a business plan for small business enterprise can 
avail loan under the Scheme.

• S/he can avail loans for income generating activities in 
the manufacturing, trading, services sector and also for 
activities allied to agriculture across three loan products, 
viz. Shishu (loans up to Rs. 50,000), Kishore (loans above 
Rs. 50,000 and up to Rs. 5 lakh) and Tarun (loans above 
Rs. 5 lakh and up to Rs. 10 lakh).

• "MUDRA is a refinancing Institution. MUDRA does not 
lend directly to the micro entrepreneurs / individuals. 
Mudra loans under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
(PMMY) can be availed of from nearby branch office of a 
bank, NBFC, MFIs etc
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• The Ministry of Ayush and World Health Organization 

(WHO) have signed Traditional and Complementary 
Medicine 'Project Collaboration Agreement' late last 
night in Geneva. 

• The main objective of this agreement is to standardize 
Traditional and Complementary Medical Systems, 
integrate their quality and safety aspects into the 
National Health System, and disseminate them at the 
international level. 

• Through this cooperation agreement, efforts will be 
made to connect Traditional and Complementary 
Medical Systems with the mainstream of the National 
Health System. 

• To fulfil this objective, Traditional Medicine Global 
Strategy 2025-34 will be prepared by WHO with the 
support of the Ministry of Ayush.
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• The Raksha Mantri also offered prayers at the Sri 

Srinivasa Perumal temple dedicated to Lord Vishnu, 
which is among the oldest Hindu temples in Singapore 
dating back to 1855.
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