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• The Akhaura-Agartala Cross-Border Rail Link project was 

supported by a grant aid of ₹392.52 crore extended to 
Bangladesh by the Indian government.

• The rail link is 12.24 km, with a 6.78-km dual gauge line 
in Bangladesh and 5.46 km in Tripura.
• The Akhaura junction, located in Bangladesh’s 

Brahmanbaria district and has a rich history of 
commercial and cultural ties with India’s north-
eastern region since the colonial era.

• Bangladesh and northeast India will re-establish rail 
connectivity through Tripura, after a gap of nearly seven 
and a half decades.

• This rail link is being seen as a first step to connect 
Tripura to Kolkata through Bangladesh

• The link will significantly reduce the time and distance 
needed to reach Tripura, southern Assam, and Mizoram 
from Kolkata. 

• It will also help boost India-Bangladesh trade in 
agriculture products, tea, sugar, construction items, iron 
and steel, consumer items, besides people-to-people 
ties. 
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PIB: History and Culture
• The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has greeted the 

nation on the auspicious occasion of the Parkash Purab
of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

Guru Nanak Dev Ji
• He was born in 1469, at Rai Bhoi Ki Talwandi, 

near Lahore, which is in the Sheikhpura district of 
modern-day Pakistan.

• He was the first of the 10 Sikh Gurus and the founder of 
Sikhism in the 15th century.

• He started writing the Guru Granth Sahib and completed 
974 hymns.

• He advocated the ‘Nirguna’ (devotion to and worship of 
formless divine) form of bhakti.

Teachings
• The teachings of Guru Nanak Dev Ji emphasized on the 

values of equality and selfless service. 
• Guru Nanak Dev Ji believed that service to humanity is 

service to God. 
• Guru Nanak Dev Ji spread the light of knowledge and 

showed the path of spirituality to the people through his 
exquisite poetry and Shabad.
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PIB: Science and Technology 
Night Sky Reserve at Hanle, Ladakh
• Ladakh will soon have South East Asia's first Night Sky 

Sanctuary.
• The Dark Sky Reserve will be located at Hanle village in 

Eastern Ladakh as a part of Changthang Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 

• It will boost Astro-tourism in India and will be one of the 
world’s highest-located sites for optical, infra-red, and 
gamma-ray telescopes.

Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary
• It is located in the Changthang Plateau in the Leh district 

of the union territory of Ladakh.
• The highest lake on earth, Tso Moriri is located in the 

sanctuary.
• It is home to the Kiang or Tibetan Wild Ass, as well as 

the rare Black-necked Crane.
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The Hindu: Miscellaneous
Booker Prize 2023
• Irish writer Paul Lynch won the Booker Prize for his 

novel “Prophet Song”.
• Founded in 1969, the Booker Prize is open to English-

language novels from any country published in the U.K. 
and Ireland. 

• Indian writers like Arundhati Roy and Aravind Adiga
have won it in the past.
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The Hindu: Society/Economy
• Nearly 30 lakh workers die every year globally due to 

work-related accidents and diseases, according to a new 
report prepared by the International Labour Organization 
(ILO).

• Exposure to long working hours was the biggest “killer”, 
with almost 7.45 lakh people dying of it in 2016, followed 
by exposure to occupational particulate matter, gases, 
and fumes and occupational injuries.

ILO conventions
• The report said that so far 79 out of the 187 member 

countries have ratified the ILO Occupational Safety and 
Health Convention (No. 155), while 62 countries have 
ratified the Promotional Framework for Occupational 
Safety and Health Convention, 2006 (No. 187). 

• India has not ratified both the conventions.
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Indian Express: Economy
Rat-hole mining
• Rat hole mining is a method of extracting coal from 

narrow, horizontal seams, prevalent in Meghalaya. 
• The term “rat hole” refers to the narrow pits dug into the 

ground, typically just large enough for one person to 
descend and extract coal.

• Once the pits are dug, miners descend using ropes or 
bamboo ladders to reach the coal seams. The coal is then 
manually extracted using primitive tools such as pickaxes, 
shovels, and baskets. 

Concerns
• Rat hole mining poses significant safety and 

environmental hazards. The mines are typically 
unregulated, lacking safety measures such as proper 
ventilation, structural support, or safety gear for the 
workers. 

• Additionally, the mining process can cause land 
degradation, deforestation, and water pollution.
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Indian Express : Culture
Kambala
• Kambala is a traditional, folk sport born from the 

agrarian practices of the coastal Karnataka region. 
• The word Kambala comes from ‘gampa kala’, 

where gampa refers to wet mud or slush. 
• The first-ever documented kambala was held in 1970, in 

Bajagoli near Karkala in Udupi district.
• Kambala is usually held after the southwest monsoon, 

once the paddy is harvested.
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