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• The UAE Consensus is a comprehensive document that 

calls for a transition away from fossil fuels to achieve net 
zero by 2050. 

• It encourages Parties to submit economy-wide Nationally 
Determined Contributions and sets specific targets, 
including tripling renewables and doubling energy 
efficiency by 2030. 

• Under the COP28 Presidency's 'Action Agenda,' bold and 
decisive steps were taken across four pillars of the Paris 
Agreement: fast-tracking a just energy transition, fixing 
climate finance, focusing on people and nature, and 
fostering inclusivity in climate action. 

• The COP28 process mobilized an unprecedented $85 
billion in funding for climate action.
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• Road traffic deaths fell by 5% to 1.19 million annually 

worldwide between 2010 and 2021, with 108 United 
Nations member countries reporting a drop, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) said in a report. 
• India, however, registered a 15% increase in 

fatalities.
• The total number of road traffic fatalities in India 

went up to 1.54 lakh in 2021 from 1.34 lakh in 2010, 
the ‘Global Status Report on Road Safety 2023’ 
said.

• The report shows that 28% of global road traffic deaths 
occurred in the WHO’s South-East Asia Region, 25% in 
the Western Pacific Region, 19% in the African Region, 
12% in the Region of the Americas, 11% in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, and 5% in the European Region.
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A seven-judge Constitution Bench held that arbitration 
agreements embedded in unstamped or insufficiently-
stamped substantive commercial contracts or instruments 
are not invalid, unenforceable or even non-existent.
• Earlier, arbitrations on such disputes had struck a 

roadblock owing to non-payment of the required stamp 
duty for or insufficient stamping of contracts by the 
parties.
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• representatives from 28 countries and the European 
Union adopted the “New Delhi Declaration” of the 
Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI, 
pronounced g-pay). 

• India is hosting the summit, and will chair the GPAI 
grouping in 2024. 

• The Delhi Declaration commits countries to work on 
mitigating “concerns around misinformation and 
disinformation, unemployment, lack of transparency and 
fairness, protection of intellectual property and personal 
data, and threats to human rights and democratic values

• Do you know ?
GPAI is a grouping of countries in North and South America, 
Europe, and East Asia, which strive to work towards 
“trustworthy development, deployment, and use of AI”. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had inaugurated the first day 
of the summit.
•
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• The U.S. and the European Union have now imposed 

countervailing duties (CVD) on four Indian products, as a 
retaliation against the Remission of Duties and Taxes on 
Export Products (RoDTEP) scheme

• Countervailing Duties (CVDs) are tariffs levied on 
imported goods to offset subsidies made to producers of 
these goods in the exporting country.
• The World Trade Organization (WTO) permits the 

imposition of countervailing duty by its member 
countries

• RoDTEP is based on the globally accepted principle that 
taxes and duties should not be exported, and taxes and 
levies borne on the exported products should be either 
exempted or remitted to exporters. The RoDTEP scheme 
rebates/refunds the embedded Central, State and local 
duties/taxes to the exporters that were so far not being 
rebated/refunded. The scheme is being implemented 
from 1st January 2021 and the rebate is issued as a 
transferable electronic scrip by the Central Board of 
Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC) in an end to end IT 
environment.
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• The Extended Fund Facility (EFF) provides financial 

assistance to countries facing serious medium-term 
balance of payments problems because of structural 
weaknesses that require time to address. 

• To help countries implement medium-term structural 
reforms, the EFF offers longer program engagement and 
a longer repayment period.
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• Carbon capture and storage (CCS) and carbon-dioxide 

removal (CDR) technologies.
• CCS refers to technologies that can capture carbon 

dioxide (CO₂) at a source of emissions before it is 
released into the atmosphere. These sources 
include the fossil fuel industry (where coal, oil and 
gas are combusted to generate power) and 
industrial processes like steel and cement 
production.

• CDR takes the forms of both natural means like 
afforestation or reforestation and technologies like 
direct air capture, where machines mimic trees by 
absorbing CO₂ from their surroundings and storing it 
underground.

• There are also more complex CDR technologies like 
enhanced rock weathering, where rocks are broken 
down chemically; the resulting rock particles can 
remove CO₂ from the atmosphere. Other 
technologies like bioenergy with carbon capture and 
storage (BECCS) capture and store CO₂ from burning 
biomass, like wood.
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• Admission of visitors (strangers in Parliament parlance) 

are governed by Rule 386 of the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. 

• The Rule, which deals with “admission, withdrawal and 
removal of strangers”, states that “the admission of 
strangers during the sittings of the House to those 
portions of the House which are not reserved for the 
exclusive use of members shall be regulated in 
accordance with orders made by the Speaker.”
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PIB: S&T-GSIII
• The AKTOCYTE tablets have shown remarkable results, 

particularly in pelvic cancer patients suffering from 
radiotherapy-induced Cystitis (Blood in urine). Patients 
treated with AKTOCYTE tablets demonstrated an 
extraordinary recovery, eliminating the need for surgical 
removal of the urinary bladder. 

• AKTOCYTE has received approval from the Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), operating under 
the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of 
India. 
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PIB: Governance-GSII
• Pro Bono Legal services programme was launched in 

April 2017. 
• An initiative of the Department of Justice, the 

programme is aimed at fulfilling the Department's critical 
mandate of enhancing "access to justice" for 
marginalised sections of the society and the State's 
constitutional obligation of providing "free legal aid" for 
all.
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