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• The general principle is that it is the role and duty of the 

Presiding Officer — Speaker of Lok Sabha and Chairman 
of Rajya Sabha — to maintain order so that the House 
can function smoothly.

• In order to ensure that proceedings are conducted in the 
proper manner, the Speaker/Chairman is empowered to 
force a Member to withdraw from the House.

• Rule Number 373 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct 
of Business says: “The Speaker, if is of the opinion that 
the conduct of any Member is grossly disorderly, may 
direct such Member to withdraw immediately from the 
House, and any Member so ordered to withdraw shall do 
so forthwith and shall remain absent during the 
remainder of the day’s sitting.”
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• The POCSO Act was enacted in 2012 to protect children 

from sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography. 
It also provides for establishment of special courts for 
trial of such offences. 

• Under the Act, a child’s right to privacy and 
confidentiality should be protected and respected by 
every person by all means through all stages of the 
judicial process.

• The Act was further reviewed and amended in 2019 to 
Introduce more stringent punishment including the 
death penalty for Committing sexual crimes on children, 
with a view to deter the perpetrators & prevent such 
crimes against children.
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• The Barracuda, India’s fastest solar-electric boat, was 

ceremoniously launched at the Navgathi Panavally Yard 
in Alappuzha.

• This cutting-edge vessel was jointly developed 
by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders and Navalt.

• The Barracuda, named after the swift long fish, is 
designed by Navalt for workboat purposes.

• the Barracuda excels in challenging marine 
environments. Certified under IRS, it can accommodate 
12 passengers, offering a noise-free, vibration-free, and 
pollution-free journey.
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• The Indira Gandhi Peace Prize is an annual prestigious 

award. 
• It has been named after former Prime Minister Smt. 

Indira Gandhi.
• It is being conferred every year since 1986 by Indira 

Gandhi Memorial Trust. It consists of a monetary award 
of `25 lakh along with a citation.
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• The EU is a unique economic and political partnership 

between 27 European countries.
• It was first created in 1958 as the European Economic 

Community (EEC) by Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands. 

• since 1993, known as the European Union. 
• The EU is based on the rule of law – everything it does is 

founded on treaties, voluntarily and democratically 
agreed by all member countries.

• In 2012, the European Union received the Nobel Peace 
prize for the stabilising role it has played in transforming 
most of Europe from a continent of war to a continent of 
peace; advancing the causes of reconciliation, democracy 
and human rights in Europe.
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• India’s logistics costs had reduced from a range of 8.6% 

to 9.8% in 2013-14 to 7.8%-8.9% of GDP in 2021-22, as 
per a report by the National Council for Applied 
Economic Research (NCAER) commissioned by the 
Commerce and Industry Ministry.

• The estimate, which relied on National Accounts 
Statistics for data such as the output of transport 
services, storage and warehousing sectors, dispels earlier 
estimates that pegged the country’s logistics costs as 
high as 14% of GDP.

Do you know ?
• India’s National Logistics Policy was launched in 

September 2022 to reduce logistics costs in India. The 
latest report on logisticS costs is expected to help 
achieve the target of reducing the country's logistics 
costs.
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Indian Navy commissioned INS Tarmugli, a Fast Attack Craft, 
at Naval Dockyard Visakhapatnam under the aegis of the 
Eastern Naval Command. 
The ship is a Trinkat Class FAC which was gifted to the 
Maldivian Naval Defence Forces (MNDF) in 2006 by the Govt
of India. 
The ship was returned to the Indian Navy in May this year, 
which also provided an in-service Waterjet Fast Attack Craft, 
to MNDF as the new MCGS Huravee. 
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The Ministry of Minority Affairs launched ‘Naya Savera’ 
scheme (‘Free Coaching and Allied’ scheme) in 2007 to 
assist students/candidates belonging to the six notified 
minority communities namely Sikh, Jain, Muslim, Christian, 
Buddhist and Parsi by way of special coaching for qualifying 
examinations for admission in technical/professional 
courses and competitive examination for recruitment to 
Group ‘A’, ‘B’, & ‘C’ services and other equivalent posts 
under the Central and State Governments including public 
sector undertakings, banks and railways.
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• The Post Matric Scholarship Scheme for SC Students 

(PMS-SC) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme for the SC 
students for studies in India only whose 
Parent/Guardian's income should not exceed Rs. 2.5 lakh 
per annum. 

• The objective of the scheme is to provide financial 
assistance to the Scheduled Castes students and to 
appreciably increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio of SC 
students in higher education with a focus on those from 
the poorest households.

• It is the endeavour of the Government to raise the GER 
of SCs in higher education from 23.0 % to the national 
average till FY2025-26.

Pre-Matric Scholarships Scheme for SCs and Others is a 
Centrally Sponsored scheme with the objective of 
promoting literacy and uninterrupted education at the Pre-
Matric level for children belonging to Scheduled Castes and 
children of parents/guardian who are engaged in unclean 
and hazardous occupation
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