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MLALAD funds raised
to I7 crore, Minister
tells Delhi Assembly

{Ruckus breaks our over BIPS clabms of 208 people dying of cold in one
{month: Bharadwaj charges Oppn. MLAs with misleading the House

; The Hindn Burcan
| NEW DELK

| e Member of Le
| gishative Assernbly
1

Local Area Deve

;I‘\;lnr-'l' Scheme (MLA
El.-'-l" funds huave been -
| creased from 4 awre 1o 7
| crare, Urban Development
| Mmister Saurabh Bharad
|waj sud in the Assernbly
| o0 Friday

| MLALAD funds are allo
|ted 1o legisbators to carry : ~
| out development projects BJF NLA: protestng ostude the Assembly Howuse on the Fest day of

lim their constituencies the Two-Say WINSEr Sessan B
| The Delw Assembly has a
| strenygth of 70 MLAS

ta shared by the govern “The Speaker had been

Responding 1o & ques- ment. The unspernt funds notfed abowue the discus-
| thon an the first davy of the oy 202223 amounted w siom on this manter [related
Itwo day  winer  session 78 crore, In the currennt & o the deatls of homeless
| Mz, Bharadwa) sasd MLA mancial year, 197 crore 1S people]. He acknomiedged
| LAD funds were Increased vt 80 be spers, data also the notice bast was nos will
| fravms 24 cvare 1o 20 crone shanaend Inr 1o coruBact an e

-
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Member of Legislative Assembly Local Area Develog
Scheme (MLALAD) funds are allotted to legislators to
carry out development projects in their constituencies.
The Delhi Assembly has a strength of 70 MLAs.

Do you know ?

The Member of Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme (MPLADS) is a Central Sector Scheme fully
funded by Government of India. The objective of the
scheme is to enable MPs to recommend works of
developmental nature with emphasis on the creation of
durable community assets in the areas of drinking water,
primary education, public health, sanitation and roads,
etc. primarily in their Constituencies.

The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per Member of
Parliament (MP) constituency is Rs.5 crore, released in
two instalments of Rs.2.5 crore each, subject to the
fulfilment of conditions as per the MPLADS Guidelines.
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A time-honoured connect that will help bridge the Gulf

T he >L|L'_1.'|. of Oman, Sultan Haitham tw:
L i

Tnaflia aking ow
the passing of Sall il The Pri
Narendra Modi, b gl Cman in Fu
2018 in his first visit to Oman & Prime Minister.
T whani precrvesd 1o e 3 Landimark vis, key
agresmems on rade, defence and sscurity were
v vipsn, imaking (0 et i dliplomanic
relations between India and Oman.

D i the closest neghbour (o India in the
Arabban Gall reglon. With key Omand pors

I||]|||u| w IR0 following

ahuiring the coastline nbong he Arabinon Sea as
well as the Gulf of Cman lesding inie e Persian
Gulf and towards the Gulf of Aden, Oman's
location is of utmost strategic importanoe o
Il Adrasg with Saadi Aral 1l thee Undted
Arab Emirares (LAED, Onan |l|r|'|-'\-""rlll. of
key stniitegic partncrs of Indis i the Gulf rejbion,

The rumua.:ru]v of Oman has always had a
strong coanecton with India. Sultan Qubous way
always Erocairably disposed rowands india and
invited Indian eompanies and professinnaks o
undertake projects apart from sourdng supplics
from Incis, At the poople-to-poople kevel too,
Indfia and Oman cnjoy dose ties. There i a lange
Inglian comnnamiry ¢ sl sevwn lakh peapile
whiich has conribused rothe constantly evnlving
vibrant relatbons

Draring the Cobd War era, and even thereatier,
wheen the Arab workd was larpely ambivalent
towards India and was offen soft and supportive
of Pakistan, it was Owmon which kepe irs doors
open to India. Ina condfict-prone region, Oman
hiis always boen an island of peace. ht has
pursacd a forcign policy which is based on the
twin arands of moderation and mediation,
inchuding a policy of deliberate neutrality in
dealing with reglonal issees and contlicts. [t has
ally balanced its close relations with the
western powers amd the Gull Cooperation
Council (GEC) countries, with a

u
ool States and Tran were on the brink of a
milizary conflier, it was Oman which plaved a key
role in diffusing tensic
Omiin's kev mole in the bran mueclear deal in July

Rajeev Agaraal

kar iestisuse for
[iefence Shadiet and

Irietlig ence

(man has a
paivotal role 0o
My n India

collaboration
I Wiest Asia

2015 is well documented and acknowledged too.
Druring the GOC-Quitar diphos and-off, Oman
redused b0 joln Saudi Ar
in beeaking diploma
2007, Musch bedore the Alwal
signed between Isracl, the UAE and Bahrain in
September 2000, lsraeli Prime Minister Benjamin
1

he 0 s e il 0 Owen in

anfirming the
i Lo ace of O 1 1l vl

India-Oman stratogic partnership

acruckal pilkar of Indks Wesr Asia

[acetad engagenent
13ingly taking on a more sxategic shape in
recent docades. The India Oman strategic
parmership was signed during Prime Minister
L] liam Simgdhis wisdr o Onnan n November
20008 and k2 Fewsed on rwdm pilkaes of nooneal s
and stuired interests. Oman was onc of the fow
couniries o have boen imvited by India to s G20
prosidency as a gucst nution carficr this year

Defenee and securiny engagement furm a key
pillar of this strategie pannership and ae
governed by a memorandum of understanding
Mo signed in 2006, Oman s the st Gul
country with which all the three wings of Indias
alelfence foroes hal il esercies, Sinee 00200,
an Indian newval ship has remained on dury inothe
Gl of Oman for ant plracy operations. Oman
has allowed overflights,transit by Indian military
alrcraft too. In recent years, both countrics have
cnspperited in ensuring maritime security in the
Inchian Chesan reglon.

Draring the Persian Gulf crisis in June 2005, the
Indian Navy launched 'Operation Sankalp® o
ensure the safe passsge of Indian Hagged ships
which mwst aften operated off the coas) of Caaan.
The Mol! on Dugm Port during Mr. Modi's visit is
a historic hndmark in our secarity cooperation,
providing basing Facilities, Operational Turn
R amd other bogistics Bacilities w Indian naval
shiips operating in the region.

Trade and commerc TS ved another
imiportant pillar of e et Bil al trivde
dhuring FY2 3 reached L2388 billion. There
are over 6,0 rclia-Om E vembures in
imnan, with an estimsred wwestment of over $7.5
hillion.

Inddian weas the seoond larges market for

Oman's crude odl exports for the year 2002 afier
1, In October 2022, Indi
av debit ca

WIS i e o o
e ture (P1) e wrldl.

Indlia and Omin are lool ard to
increased engsgement in strategic areas such as
spuace conperaiion = an Mol on this was sigmned
during Poxdi’s wisit. The possibiliny of
AT ik jolie explornthon of rare eartli
metals, vital to modern electronic equipment,
could add streagth to the purtnership, The
propsed Inde-piddle-Fas -
Coavieor (I MEFL) in e
Tl vy Exoropee peress West Aska ool also see
Qman p..; Tig an mlp-cm_un:l . There s a

I.c:- I.mJ.l.J For the transber of s '\.\."'Ih IMEEC too
looking at similar undersea connectivity, there
could be comergence on it with Oman in the
fusmuwe.

India's gateway to West Asia

The st of comergence and sharcd vlerats s
thns bomg and fmithess. As a part of its broader
gleda inid e oy (i the extendesd
negghhoarhosd, india is sesking desper
engagement and collaboration in West Aska, of
which Oman is an important pillar. Seourity
Challenges In the reglon have a ripple effect in
Imdia and, therefore, any instability in the regon
hns a direct Tearing on the safery and sseurity of
millions of Indians working there, India's energy
security and its steadily growing tradde felations
Apart from being India’s oldest straiegic partner
i the reghon and ciosest neighbour, Oman 18 an
integral part of all important groupings in the
region; the GOC, the Organisation of [slamlc
Cooperation, the Arab League. s ability wo
manae rivil ideologies and power games In the
region makes it vitally important to India. Both
O
e AT,
workd, Oman
West Asia A
War [ the region 1o ks limdts, the visie of
Dman's Sultan is timely and very important for

ke clows of
bonigies i the

aader themselves as
gy goodwill across
therelon

Iz and the region,
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Oman is a crucial pillar of India’s West Asia policy,
their multi-faceted engagement increasingly taking on a
more strategic shape in recent decades.

The India-Oman strategic partnership was signed during
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s visit to Oman in
November 2008 and is based on twin pillars of mutual
trust and shared interests.

Oman was one of the few countries to have been invited
by India to its G-20 presidency as a guest nation earlier
this year.

Defence and security engagement form a key pillar of
this strategic partnership and are governed by a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed in 2005.
Oman is the first Gulf country with which all the three
wings of India’s defence forces hold joint exercises.
Since 2012-13, an Indian naval ship has remained on
duty in the Gulf of Oman for anti-piracy operations.
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NCLAT refuses to stay
Zee-Sony merger

Thomas K. Thomas
MUMBAI

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) has refused to
stay the proposed merger
between Zee Entertain-
ment Enterprises Ltd.
(ZEEL) and Sony. Axis Fi-
nance and IDBI Bank had

challenged the merger in
the NCLAT on ground that
ZEEL had stood guarantee
for loans they had given to
an Essel group entity and
they would not be able to
recover the loan from
ZEEL if the merger pro-
gressed.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) e
constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act,
2013 for hearing appeals against the orders of National
Company Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), with effect from 1st
June, 2016.

NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals
against the orders passed by NCLT(s) under Section 61 of
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC), with
effect from 1st December, 2016.

NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals
against the orders passed by Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India under Section 202 and Section 211 of IBC.
NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dispose
of appeals against any direction issued or decision made
or order passed by the Competition Commission of India
(CCl) — as per the amendment brought to Section 410 of
the Companies Act, 2013 by Section 172 of the Finance
Act, 2017, with effect from 26th May, 2017.

NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dispose
of appeals against the orders of the National Financial
Reporting Authority — as per the amendment brought to
Section 410 (a) of the Companies Act, 2013
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On Al innovation vs safety

Last month's declaration at the Al summit in the UK focussed on minimising risks. The New Delhi GPAI
declaration has found a middle path between promotion and regulation of the revolutionary new tech

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 15

THE 29-MEMBER Global Partnership on
Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) has unani-
mously adopted the New Delhi declaration
that underscores the need to mitigate risks
from the development and deployment of
artificial intelligence (Al systems, and to pro-
mote equitable access to cntical resources
for Al innovation, including computing and
high-quality diverse datasets.

The declaration adopted on Thursday
contrasts with the agreement signed at the
United Kingdom Al Safety Summit at
Bletchley Park, Buckinghamshire, a month
ago, where countries had committed to first
tackle the risks emanating from Al systems.

The New Dethi dedlaration has attempted
to find abalance between innovation and the
risks associated with Al systems. While it is
largely upbeat about the economic benefits
that Al can bring, it also flags issues of fair-
ness, privacy, and intellectual property rights
that will have to be taken into consideration.

Union Minister of State for Electronics & Information Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar (centre) at the GPAI Summit in New Delhi with representatives
of other member countries. Rajeey_GolX

of the GPAL

How is the world viewing the New Delhi
declaration?

Experts have cautioned that such agree-

among countries that share the same values.

“We will solve the small problems easily.
But the big challenges, where many people
are involved or everybody is involved, are
much harder to solve... You have to share

foundation generative Al models that could | »

possess dangerous capabilities that can pose
severe risks to public safety.

The countries agreed that they would
build “risk-based” policies to ensure Al safety
and collaborate & appropriate, “while recog-
nising our approaches may differ based on
national circumstances and applicable legal
frameworks”,

“This indudes, dlongside increased trans-
parency by private actors developing frontier
Al capabilities, appropriate evaluation met-
rics, tools for safety testing, and developing

relevant public sector capability and scien- | =

tific research,” they said in the dedlaration.

What is India’s official position on the
regulation of artificial intelligence?

Even asIndialooks to undock the potential
economic benefits of Al systems, its own
thinking on Al regulation has undergone asig-
nificant change — from not considering any
legal intervention on regulating Al in the coun-
try a few months ago, to now moving in the
direction of actively formulating regulations
based ona “risk-hased, user-harm" approach.

N
NEXT
* The Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPA ———
Summit, a congregation of 29 member nations including
the European Union announced the adoption of the New
Delhi Declaration,

* The declaration agreed to collaboratively develop Al
applications in healthcare and agriculture, as well as
including the needs of the Global South in
development of Al.

Do you know ?

* the declaration that was signed at the UK Al Safety
Summit put security and safety risks related to Al in the
centre of the discussions.
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oy e Bombay H pulldupthe lctionCommisionver Pune ypl

OMKARGOKHALE
NUMEA| CECENEER TS

THE BOMEBAY High Cour on Wednesday
tiece the Eetion Commizsion o nia
{ECT) toimmediately coduct  ypol e
the Pune ok Sha consitericy. The et
o become vacant afteriting MP irih
Bepadiedonblarch 2.

Adivision BenchofJstice Caukam §
el an ostice Kamal R Kbt pulledup
the Commision o *shdcacion s con-
stutonal dus,

Whatvias the pettion

Sughish s lwacite andregs
tered voter in Fune constitueny, -
proache the High Courton November ]

HechillengedaertficaesuedbytheR] - eould e fleda L

onupust 2 taig thattwas g - The ol oy angued tht i thebypul
fnly' nhointhePuneylctioJoshi - i hk,th retummed candidate wauld
i aresed the B crticatethroughan — herdlybneafewmonchs o warkisan b
appliaion nerhe AT) At Iturtheragued the it had  “geine
He argued thatasper scton 151Aof - difficley” i condcting he byl asits
TheRepresetatonofthe eopledct, 45, - wholemachinery was oo

i Patamentary vacancy shouldbefilled  busyvth reparatins e being a voteraf the con-
vitinscemonth, and e, hePune 204 ok abha lcons. stituency The HCalso e
yelection shauld have been held by LAW | thaonsitencs cmn

Sopember 8, Vihat doesthe vy
o submited hat comsituents had e Section 151Aofthe RP A -
Hadnovice i Pefamentovetepst v elecionschouldbe ek wiinsixmonths

onothokd byl s consuaion befween
HCand the Centre, cerfyingdfficaly in
Hiding hececion wihin i o

Whatdi the BorbayHCsa?
The bigh Courtheld et he peioner
hadbrstofleawitpeion,

Temain unrepresented be-
yondacefnedperi”.
Iroservetit s the emlthecument

monihs,espeialyover signifcan delays
nseverd developmetal prjecs i Pune

Howedidthe ECTrespond?
The EC argued thaoshihad o kg
st e wt i, and nseadhe

fomthedatecfoccurenceafthevacancy. - okSabhiaendsonjune 16 04and e e
The frsexction'tothis s under - Lot had bt e 29,204,
fon{31A|a) whichsayshathesic-month  dhe frstcepion it pply.
el ot apy e theremaidr of

the Paament temis s thamone ear. - WhatcidtheHE sy abot he ECT
Aniher oepton wdersection S9A(D] TheHC temed the BCYsargument &

00 that horders on the bizame" and
anouns o ‘sabotaging the entie cont-
ufona democrt: Fameverk
Ienofedtha heECTsstandws o
s, st had condiucted sl ceher
lections s thePune et el vacant.

Didthe EClconsulthe Cenir?

The B consued withthe LionLaw
andustie ity on st L andthe
Centerespondedon the same e “We
e i govemments nbeatle
consul,deberae and at withsuch -
iy despakch This corespondence
evessoumderying mateal, heHCre-
marked. Wil theigh Cowthes direced
theECmimmediely ke all st ohokd
the Pune eecion thepol by can e
the Supreme Court gen hat nlyafew

monihsremain forthe Lok Sabha eections.

Howmany Lok Sahaseats arevacant?

ok abbasestsarecumenye
ant fthese B wervacaed sty
legicators whiwon nthe rcently on-
e Asemby s,

(e reining e e s e
et Machand Neyths ear e
todath Thes icude i put B
Fune seat, Bl Dhanarkar's Congress|
(handrpurses Rl B
intubseat

Nzl e S Chapur st was v
ey afer v senied nfor
yearsinprion Finally TMCs ebu i
vacaedhe rhnanagarsetaferbeing e
el oLk ebhacverhelege -
orquey sam.

What the RoP Act, 1951 say about time limit to fill

-
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vacancies?

Section 151A of RoPA prescribes that the by-elections
shall be held within a period of six months from the date
of the occurrence of the vacancy.

The first exception to this is provided under section 151A
(a), which says that the six-month rule will not apply
when the remainder of the Parliament term is less than
one year.

Another exception under section 151A (b) to not hold
bypolls is consultation between EC and the Central
government, certifying ‘difficulty’ to hold the same
within six months.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

PIB: GS 2-Welfare Schemes / GS3-Economy

DARE TO DREAM SCHEME

Posted On: 15 DEC 2023 3:03PM by PIB Delhi

The details of the applications received under the Dare to Dream (D2D) contests during the last three vears are enumerated below:

Dare to Dream (D2D) Contest No. of Application recerved

DRDO has been launching Dare to Dream Contest eve
year since 2019 to bring together innovators,
entrepreneurs, individuals above 18 years and start-ups
(recognised by DPIIT and with Indian founders) for
innovative ideas in the field of Defence and Aerospace.
The selection criteria for evaluation of the entries are
completeness of proposal, scientific soundness, design
completeness, merit, technological readiness level
achieved and innovation.
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Saint Licia's Tax Inspectors without Borders (TIWB) programme launched in
perinership with India

TIWB Is  joint ntiatve of Unitec Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

Posfed O 16 DEC 2025 6:33PM by P1a Deti
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Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) is a joint initiat
of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) supporting countries
in building tax audit capacity.

TIWB Programmes complement the broader efforts of
the international community to strengthen co-operation
on tax matters and contribute to the domestic resource
mobilisation efforts of developing countries.
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 The Agreement on establishment of the Regional Anti
Terrorist Structure designated as a permanent body of
the SCO was signed during a meeting of the Council of
Heads of State of the SCO Member States on June 7,
2002, in St. Petersburg.

* Since its establishment, the Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO
RATS) has made a significant contribution to the
development of the Organization and has become its
supporting pillar and coordinating center in combating
terrorism, separatism and extremism at the regional and
global levels.
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RATS SCO Practical Seminar on “Gountering the Msuse Of Intemet And New
Iformation Technologies For Termorst, Separatist And Extremist Purposes
organised by NSCS on 12 Dec 2023 at New Deln

Pasted On:190EC 2023 40P by PIB Dehi



