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T.N. Minister convicted,
faces disqualification

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHEMNMAL

Tamil Nadu Higher Educa-
tion Minister K. Ponmudy
suffered a major jolt on
Tuesday, with the Madras
High Court convicting him
and his wifte, I Visalakshi,
in one of the multiple dis-
proportionate assets cases
faced by them.

The Minister now faces
the threar of disqualitica-

tion from membership of

the Legislative Assembly
with immediate effect, un-
less his conviction is stayved
or set aside. His request for
an appeal to the Supreme
Court will be considered
on Thursday.

‘Palpably wrong®

Justice G. Jayachandran al
lowed an appeal preferred
by the Directorate of Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption
(DWACY in February 2017
and set aside an April 20018
order of acquittal passed
by a special court for Pre-
vention of Corruption Act

Case history

The High Court's decisian comes 12 years after the FIR was first

registered in the casein 2011

Sept. 26, 2011

High Court arders notices to the couple

DG registers on an appeal preferred by the DVAC

FIR against
K. Panrmiu iy, waife

April 18, 2016
A spacial court

for Prevention of
Cormuption Act Ccases
n Villupuram acquits

Feb. 2, 2007: Madras

(MMCA)Y cases in Villupuram.
He declared thar the
trial court verdict, in fa-
vour of the Minister and
his wife, was “palpably
wrong, manifestly errone
ous  and  demonstrably
unsustainable™.

The judge said that the
prosecution  had clearly
proved that the couple was
in possession of assers
worth T1.72 crore dispro-
portionate to their known
sources of income during

Dec. 19, 2023

Jdustice G. Jayachamndram of

thee High Court reverses the

acquittal and conwvicts them.

They were bold [

to appaar
before the
bath of them court on

- | Thursday for
sentemcing

the check period between
April 13, 2006, and May 13,
2010, when Mr. Ponmudy
had served as Minister for
Higher FEducation amnd
Mines.

Therefore, Justice Java
chandran found the Minis-
ter guilty of criminal mis-
conduct under the PCA
and his wife guilty of
abetment.

CONTINUVED ON
= PAGE 14
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According to Section 8(1) of the Representation of
People Act, 1951, a legislator convicted of an offence
under the Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA) should be
disqualified for a period of six years, from the date of
conviction, if the punishment is limited to a fine.
However, if a legislator is sentenced to any term of
imprisonment under the PCA, then he or she should be
disqualified from the date of conviction till the entire
period of imprisonment and also for a further period of
six years from the date of release, the Act says. The
disqualification can be avoided only if the conviction, and
not just the sentence, gets stayed or set aside.

The Supreme Court has the power to stay not only the
sentence, but also the conviction of a person.
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Netanyahu calls Modi
to discuss maritime
threat in Red Sea

The Israeli side started the call. says PMO: situarion in Bab el-Mandeb has

been worrving companies after Houthis™ attack on contaimer ships

The Hindu Bureaun

NEW DELwW

rimc Minister Na
P rendra Modi and 1s
raell Prime Minis-

ter Henjamin Netanyaha
hold a ticphone discus
siom on thwe cscalating
threats to maritime securid
1y in the Redd Sen hecanse
of the actions of Hoathi
militants of Yemen. The
COnMVETSALION GUnc soon af
ter the Pontagon an
nounced an intermational
mission o counter  the
growing number of atacks
against Isracl bound inter
national trafhc

“tad a productive ex
change of views with PM
Nctanyahu on the ongoing
Isracl Hamas conflict, in
chuding shared concerns
on the safety of maritime
traffic. Highlighted Indin‘'s
comsistent stand in favour

Vital discussion: Narendra Modiand 5. J
snee the corflict began, A

rounds of thlks with stakrbaldors

versanon. Me. Madi and Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S,
Jaishankar have hold mualts
ple rounds of conversa
tions with regional stake
holders since the comflict
began in Ociober.

The situation in the Bab
¢l Mandeb Suraie has been
worrying shipping compa
nies after several artacks by
Houthi rebels on containers
ships. These attacks have

ing rthe establishimenr of
Operation Prosperity Gasar-
diun, an important noew
multinational sccurity in
itiative,” U.S. Sccretary of
Defence Lloyd Austin sald
after the Liunch of the coa-
ftion that incudes the
UK., Bahrain, Canada,
France, Italy, the Nether
kands, Norway, Spain, and
the Seyvchelles, apart from
the US. The United States

NEXT

The Red Sea is a semi-enclosed, inlet (or extension) !:IE'IE
the Indian Ocean between the continents of Africa from
Asia.

It is connected to the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean
to the south through the Gulf of Aden and the narrow
strait of Bab el Mandeb.

Bordering Countries: Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Sudan,

Eritrea and Djibouti.
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House panel doubts
Centre’s data on
lumpy skin disease

The Hindu Burcan

MEW I m

Qupesthoningg the Ulnion And-
mal Huasbandry Minisory's
data thar more than two
Eakh cantle and buffaloes
Fraae] Qe By luermgpwy skl s
case in 2022 and 2023 the
Parliamcentary Scanding
Communtoe on Agriculoure,
andmal frashandry and
Foond Processing said there
WS 4 gagvmissmmatch in the
numbcer of catntde aticcoed
and dcad, and the actaal
realities

e panel <asd accunees
data would have helpoed in
undorstanding thoe grasity
of the sitsation, and in con
rrolling and commaining the
hisease

It recommendod  that
the Contre cnsurc propeer
oompilation of data on the
spread of infection and
mortaliny of cande from the
discase

The panel saod deaths of
catthe had resulted in sev
ere economic hardship o
Ewrmmers ancd comtle ovwners
The Comre did not have
any scheme to compensate
| 551 cantle losscs duc o
spread of disease, the pa
nel noted. It asked the
Centre o make necessary
Provisions (or oom pemnsat
e farmers.

The disease was spreasd
ks 273 Seates, and Rajoasthoen
Maharashtra, Gugarat, Pun

ol 1 Himachal Pradssih, -
ryvana and Kamaraka saw
the most numbor of doeaths
when comparcd with the

resz of the country. A 1otal
of LRSS B4l cartle deed as om
Fobruary 2023 while
3273762 were mfected
and 30,30.747 rcooverod
AR ANy as S NILTTAAY car
the wwere vaccinwed. In
2023, 22.313 moac deaths
wore reported

The comummistice noted
thar Biovet Private Lamired,
Malur, Bengalurs: Indian
Ioumvunobosgical, Hydcra
bad; and Institute of Vere
rinary Biodogical Produces,
Punee had secured the vine
cine rechnology from the
National Rescarch Conure
on Equines (NRCE), Hisar
o manufacoare indisenons
homologous live attenuaar
ed LSD vacocine (Luampiiro
Vacind).

-
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Lumpy skin disease is caused by the lumpy skin disea
virus (LSDV), which belongs to the genus capripoxvirus, a
part of the poxviridae family (smallpox and monkeypox
viruses are also a part of the same family).

LSD affects the lymph nodes of the infected animal,
causing the nodes to enlarge and appear like lumps on
the skin, which is where it derives its name from

It is not a zoonotic virus, meaning the disease cannot
spread to humans.

It is a contagious vector-borne disease spread by vectors
like mosquitoes, some biting flies, and ticks and usually
affects host animals like cows and water buffaloes.

The disease was first observed in Zambia in 1929,
subsequently spreading to most African countries
extensively, followed by West Asia, Southeastern Europe,
and Central Asia, and more recently spreading to South
Asia and China in 2019.
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RBI tightens norms
for AIF investments

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAL

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has tightened norms
for Regulated Entities (RE)
like banks and Non-Bank-
ing Financial Companies to
prevent evergreening of
loans via investments in Al
ternative Investment
Funds (AIFs).

The regulator said
though REs do make in
vestments in units of AlFs
as part of their regular in
vestment operations, cer-
tain transactions of REs in-
volving AIFs had raised
regulatory concerns.

“In order to address

concerns relating to possi-
ble evergreening through
this route, it is advised that
REs shall not make invest

ments in any scheme of

AlFs which has down-
stream investments either
directly or indirectlv in a
debtor company of the
RE.” the regulator said.

-
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has tightened norms !]E'IE

Regulated Entities (RE) like banks andNon-Banking
Financial Companies to prevent evergreening of loans via
investments in Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs).

The regulator said though REs do make investments in
units of AlFs as part of their regular investment
operations, certain transactions of REs involving AlFs had
raised regulatory concerns.

In order to address concerns relating to possible
evergreening through this route, it is advised that REs
shall not make investments in any scheme of AlFs which
has downstream investments either directly or indirectly
in a debtor company of the RE,
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* The Lok Sabha passed three key Bills without any
participation from Opposition members
e The House passed The National Capital Territory of
Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second
(Amendment) Bill, 2023; Central Goods and Services
Tax (Second Amendment) Bill; and the Provisional
Collection of Taxes Bill, 2023

* The National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special
Provisions) Second (Amendment) Bill, 2023 aims to
protect unauthorised colonies from demolition or sealing
for three more years.

e The GST Bill aims to bring certain sections of the CGST
Act dealing with appellate tribunals in consonance with
the Tribunal Reforms Act-2021.

* The Provisional Collection of Taxes Bill-2023 will give
immediate effect to the changes in customs and excise
duties announced in the Budget.

* It seeks to obtain the authority from Parliament to
provisionally levy and collect the newly imposed or
increased duties of customs and excise for 75 days.

Indian Express: GS 2-Polity and Governance (Page 6)

NostOppoon members asent, Lok
00 ases e ey B
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* Indiais the 3" |argest fish producing country with
around 8% share in global fish production.

* Globally, India stands 2" in aquaculture production and
is one of the top shrimp producing and exporting nations

* Since the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana (PMMSY) in the year 2020-21, the overall fish
production in the country has shown an increasing trend

PIB: GS-3 Economy

Ministy ofFisferies, Animal Husbandry & Deirying
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 NEW SWARNIMA SCHEME FOR WOMEN” ncE
PIB: GSI-Women Empowerment ' Objectives

: Inculcating the spirit of self-dependence among the women

. of Backward Classes under Term Loan.

' Eligibilit

i ofSoca s & Enpoeen - The women belonging to Backward Classes as notified by

W~ p the Central/ State Governments from time to time shall be
=\ 1 eligible for loan under this scheme.
M ' Applicant’s annual family income should be less than

NEW SWARNIMA LOAN SCHEME : Rs.3.00 Lakh.

|
' Salient Features

:The target group of the “New Swarnima” scheme of
‘NBCFDC is the women belonging to Backward Classes
rhaving annual family income less than Rs.3.00 Lakh.

i The beneficiary women is not required to invest any amount
:of her own on the projects up to cost of Rs.2,00,000/-.

‘The rate of interest on the amount of loan is less as

rcompared to the general loan scheme of the Corporation.
|
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