
The Hindu: GS2-Polity and Governance (Page 10)
• The Prime Minister’s Development Initiative for North 

Eastern Region (PM-DevINE)(Central Sector scheme) was 
announced in the 2022-23 Union Budget with an initial 
allocation of ₹1,500 crore.

• The scheme is “aimed at rapid and holistic development” 
of the northeast region by “funding infrastructure and 
social development projects, based on felt needs of the 
States.” 

• It will strive to fill the gaps in various sectors and will not 
be a substitute for existing Central and State Schemes”.
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The Hindu:  Welfare Schemes (Page 12)
• The Palna component has been included under Mission 

Shakti to provide for quality and affordable day-care 
facilities for the children of working women to encourage 
women’s participation in work force.

• The Ministry of Women and Child Development has 
launched an Umbrella Scheme Mission Shakti for the 
safety, security and empowerment of women for 
implementation during the 15th Finance Commission 
period 2021-22 to 2025-26. The scheme guidelines are 
effective from 01.04.2022. 
• ‘Mission Shakti’ has two sub-schemes - 'Sambal' 

and 'Samarthya'. While the "Sambal" sub-scheme is 
for safety and security of women, the "Samarthya" 
sub-scheme is for empowerment of women.
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The Hindu : ECONOMY -Page 13 
• The Funding Winter, meaning the long stretch of low 

capital infows into start-ups through 2022-23, have 
helped them manage their businesses better without 
burning excessive cash, and wisen up as managers,
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• The Padma Awards are one of the highest civilian 

honours of India announced annually on the eve of 
Republic Day. 

• The Awards are given in three categories: Padma 
Vibhushan (for exceptional and distinguished service), 
Padma Bhushan (distinguished service of higher order) 
and Padma Shri (distinguished service). 

• The award seeks to recognize achievements in all fields 
of activities or disciplines where an element of public 
service is involved.

• The Padma Awards are conferred on the 
recommendations made by the Padma Awards 
Committee, which is constituted by the Prime Minister 
every year. The nomination process is open to the public. 
Even self-nomination can be made.

• The Government of India instituted two civilian awards-
Bharat Ratna & Padma Vibhushan in 1954.

• The latter had three classes namely Pahela Varg, Dusra
Varg and Tisra Varg. These were subsequently renamed 
as Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri 
vide Presidential Notification issued on January 8, 1955.
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Indian Express : Economy (GSIII)
• Sovereign ratings are about the creditworthiness of 

governments. 
• They provide a marker for investors around the world 

about the ability and willingness of governments to pay 
back debt
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PIB : Defence (GSIII)
• IONS was conceived by the Indian Navy in 2008 as a 

forum which seeks to enhance maritime 
cooperation among Navies of the littoral states of 
the Indian Ocean Region by providing an open and 
inclusive platform for discussions on regionally 
relevant maritime issues that would lead to 
common understanding on the way ahead
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PIB: Economy (GSIII)
• The PPP e-course is a infra-focused capacity-building 

programme jointly undertaken by the Infrastructure 
Finance Secretariat, DEA and the World Bank. 

• The course aims to provide foundational knowledge and 
insights to individuals keen on understanding and 
contributing to the dynamic realm of PPPs in India.
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