
The Hindu: Science and Technology
News
• Six exoplanets orbiting around a nearby bright star (HD 

110067) in the Coma Berenices constellation has been 
discovered.

About
• HD 110067 is a bright star in the Coma Berenices

constellation (around 100 light-years away), which is 
visible from Earth’s Northern Hemisphere.

• Observations of HD 110067 made by NASA’s Transiting 
Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) in 2020 and 2022 
revealed several dips in the star’s brightness, and with 
additional observations from the ‘CHaracterising
ExOPlanets Satellite’ (CHEOPS) the signals were 
interpreted as six planets passing in front of the star.

• The planets have radii between that of Earth and 
Neptune.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB: International Organisations

News
• India was re-elected to the International Maritime 

Organisation (IMO) Council with the highest tally at 
elections held at its Assembly in London for the 2024-25 
biennium.

International Maritime Organisation (IMO)
• The IMO is the premier body that oversees the maritime 

sector, which in turn underpins international trade, 
transport and all maritime activities.

• Headquarters: London, UK
• Founded: 1958
• Members: IMO currently has 175 Member States and 

three Associate Members.
Structure of IMO
• The Organization consists of an Assembly, a Council, five 

main Committees and a number of Sub-Committees.
• The Assembly is the highest Governing Body of the 

Organization. It consists of all Member States and it 
meets once every two years.

• The council is the executive organ of IMO and is 
responsible, under the Assembly, for supervising the 
work of the organisation.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB: Personalities

News
• The President of India, paid tributes to Dr Rajendra

Prasad, the first President of India on his birth 
anniversary. 

Dr Rajendra Prasad
• Birth: He was born on 3rd December 1884 in the Siwan

district of Bihar.
• In the early 1920s, he became the editor of a Hindi 

weekly Desh and an English biweekly, Searchlight.
• Role in India’s Independence Movement: In 1911, he 

became a member of the Indian National Congress and 
subsequently served as its President thrice.

• Contribution to Constitution Making: In 1946, Rajendra
Prasad joined the Interim Government of India as the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture.

• Committees of Constituent Assembly under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Prasad includes:

o Ad hoc Committee on the National flag
o Committee on the Rules of Procedure
o Finance and Staff Committee
o Steering Committee
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The Hindu: Social Issues (Page 8)
News
• The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home 

Affairs, examining the three new criminal law Bills set 
to replace the Indian Penal Code (IPC), Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC), and the Indian Evidence Act, 
recommended the criminalisation of adultery but on 
gender-neutral lines.

What is adultery?

• Adultery is a voluntary sexual relationship between a 
married person and someone who is not their spouse.

• The Indian Penal Code, 1860 contained Section 497, 
defined adultery as a criminal offense. 

• In Joseph Shine vs Union Of India, 2018, the Supreme 
Court struck down Section 497 of the IPC on grounds 
that included discrimination.
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Indian Express: History (Page 6)

News
• Recently efforts have been made to restore and 

conserve Hauz-i-Shamsi.
Hauz-i-Shamsi
• It is Situated in Mehrauli near the Jahaz Mahal, and also 

known as the Shamsi Talab, is a water reservoir built 
between 1211- 1236 AD.

• It was built by the Sultan Iltutmish of Delhi and later 
repaired by Sultan Firoz (Shah) Tughlaq.

• The reservoir also finds mentions in the works of famed 
traveller Ibn Batuta who had described the Hauz-i-
Shamsi as a rectangular-shaped reservoir that was 
spread across an area of one mile by two miles.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express: Economy (Page 19)
News
• The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve 

Bank may keep the repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per cent 
in its upcoming monetary policy.

• This may be because of rising inflationary risks, 
stemming from the recent spike in vegetable prices.

Repo Rate
• The RBI defines the repo rate as the fixed interest rate at 

which it provides overnight liquidity to banks against the 
collateral of government and other approved securities.

• In other words, when banks have short-term 
requirements for funds, they can place government 
securities that they hold with the central bank and 
borrow money against these securities at the repo rate.

• The repo rate system allows central banks to control the 
money supply within economies by increasing or 
decreasing the availability of funds.
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