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The Chief Justice is heading a Constitution Bench hearing a 
series of petitions challenging the constitutionality of 
Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955.
• Section 6A was a special provision inserted into the 1955 

Act in furtherance of a Memorandum of Settlement 
called the Assam Accord signed on August 15, 1985 by 
the Rajiv Gandhi government. 
• Under Section 6A, foreigners who had entered 

Assam before January 1, 1966, and been “ordinarily 
resident” in the State, would have all the rights and 
obligations of Indian citizens.

• Those who had entered the State between January 
1, 1966 and March 25, 1971 would have the same 
rights and obligations, except that they would not 
be able to vote for 10 years.
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Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit has reserved three Bills 
passed by the State Assembly for the consideration of the 
President.

• The three Bills are — The Sikh Gurdwaras
(Amendment) Bill, 2023, the Punjab Universities 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2023 and the Punjab Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023.

• Under Article 200, the Governor may (a) grant assent (b) 
withhold assent (c) return for reconsideration by the 
Legislature or (d) reserve for the consideration of the 
President any Bill passed by the State legislature and 
presented to him for assent.

• Article 201 says when a Bill is reserved by a Governor for 
President consideration, “the President shall declare 
either that he assents to the Bill, or that he withholds 
assent therefrom”. He may also direct the Governor to 
return the Bill, if it is not a Money Bill, to the Legislature 
along with a message. The House or Houses will have to 
reconsider the Bill within a period of six months from 
receiving it. 
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• The ethics committee of the Lok Sabha is believed to 
have recommended the expulsion of Trinamool Congress 
Member of Parliament (MP) Mahua Moitra from the Lok
Sabha for her “unethical conduct” and “breach of 
privileges”.

• The ethics committee 
• was constituted in 2000, to oversee the moral and 

ethical conduct of members and examine cases of 
‘unethical conduct’ referred to it. 

• The Committee examines complaints filed against 
members of the House by other members; outsiders 
through a member; or referred by the Speaker. 

• the term ‘unethical’ is not defined. It is left to the 
Committee to decide whether any act is unethical or 
not.

privileges committees: The privileges committee or special 
inquiry committee examines the more serious accusations 
against a member. 
• In 1951, a special committee found a member guilty of 

promoting a business interest by putting questions in 
return for financial benefits. 
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• Gujarat’s traditional dance form ‘Garba’ was on included 

in the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO).
• Garba is a "ritualistic and devotional dance" that is 

performed on the occasion of the festival of Navratri 
which is dedicated to the worship of the feminine 
energy or 'Shakti',
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• Electoral bonds are money instruments like promissory 

notes that can be bought by companies and individuals 
in India from authorised branches of the State Bank of 
India (SBI). 
• Such bonds are sold in multiples of ₹1,000, ₹10,000, 

₹1 lakh, ₹10 lakh, and ₹1 crore and can be bought 
through a KYC-compliant account and donated to a 
political party, which can then encash them. 

• The name and other details of the donor are not 
entered on the instrument and thus electoral bonds 
are, in effect, anonymous. 

• Every political party registered under Section 29A of 
the RP Act which secured at least 1% of the 
votes polled in the most recent Lok Sabha or State 
elections is allotted a verified account by the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) in which the 
bond amounts can be deposited within 15 days of 
their issue
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• Pompe disease (also known as acid-maltase disease and 

glycogen storage disease II) is a rare genetic disorder that 
causes progressive weakness to the heart and skeletal 
muscles. It is caused by mutations in a gene that makes 
an enzyme called acid alpha-glucosidase (GAA), which 
the body uses to break down glycogen, a stored form of 
sugar used for energy.
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•

The Miyawaki method of plantation was pioneered in the 
70s by Japanese botanist and expert in plant ecology Mr. 
Akira Miyawaki. 

• This technique of plantation involves planting native 
trees, shrubs and groundcover plants within every 
square metre. 
• This method is ideal for small parcels of land and 

creates dense canopy layer of tall trees.
• The species chosen for Miyawaki plantation is typically of 

plants which do not require a lot of maintenance and can 
survive harsh weather and water-scarce conditions and 
grow rapidly in existing conditions yielding thick pockets 
of green cover.
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