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Omnibus Telecom Bi
legislation to streamline regulation

The Hindu Burcau
NEW DELHI

The Telecommunications
Bill, 2023, introduced in
the Lok Sabha on Monday,
proposes the first compre-
hensive rewrite of telecom-
munications law in 138
vears, consolidating spec-
trum rules, right of way,
dispute  resolution  bed
ween servicee  providers
and the Department of Te-
lecommunications or local
governments, and other

_,’

The Bill will replace Telegraph
Art, LBBS. 15TOCKPHOTO

aspects of telecom regula
tion into one fresh statute.
The Bill will replace the Te-
legraph Act, 1885,

Previous changes have

been enabled by other
lows and  incremental
amendments to the Act,
Instead of licensing, the
Bill refers only to “authori-
sations" that will have to be
abtained by telecom oper-
ators and other providers
of telecom services, which
have been defined as
“transmission ... of any
messages, by wire, radio,
optical or ather electro
magnetic systems, wheth-
er or not .. subjected to
TEAITANGEMENt, Computd-

in Lok Sabha,

tion or other processes”.
This wide definition could
potentially include within
its ambit a range of Inter-
net-based communications
services,

The Taw folds in mary of
the amendments  and
structures that telecom
regulation and administra-
tion have accumulated in
the decades sinee the Tele
graph Act was passcd.

CONTINUED oN
»PAGE14

Telecommunications Bill, 2023 allows the governm
take over, manage or suspend any or all
telecommunication services or networks in the interest
of national security.

Centre may by rules, provide for measures to protect and
ensure the cyber security of telecommunication
networks and telecommunication services, and the
measures may include collection, analysis and
dissemination of traffic data that is generated,
transmitted, received or stored in telecommunication
networks

On the appointment of the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) Chairman and Members, the Bill said they
are to be appointed from the private sector.
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Understanding value investing: how it
works and brmgs in proﬁts

\ by b o] o the pomia e fhe ek ot e vary wlely In e i the b vafee 111 hoe ooty
nr i romihe i H\nml hll i nr»m dr m«-\ llrr JLC

Value investing is based on the premise that the pri
an asset can vary widely from its intrinsic value, which is
the discounted value of the likely future cash flow from
the asset.
* Benjamin Graham is considered to be the father of
this style of investing
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[ndia’s first winter Arctic expedition begins;
Raman Research Institute team to hold study

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Raman Research Insti
tute (RRI) here is partici
pating in the first winter In-
dian expedition to the
Arctic region.

The institute said on
Monday, the day when
Earth Sciences Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju flagged off the ex-
pedition, that its research-
ers would examine the
characterisation of the ra-
dio frequency environ-
ment in the Svalbard re-
gion of the Arctic in
Norway. The survey will
help astronomers assess
the suitability of this un
iquely located region for
carrying out precision as-
Lronomy measurements,

India has been running

Union Earth Sciences Minister Kiren Rijiju (second from left) with the
team from the Raman Research Institute, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

scientists will embark on
the journey on Tuesday to
India's research station in
Alesund town on the Brog
ger peninsula, where re
search institutes from 10
countries have
laboratories.

Girish B.S., from the
Electronics  Engineering
Group at the RRI, has been
designated as the team
leader for this batch.

The institute said the
survey of the radio fre-
quency environment had

The month-long scientif-
ic expedition is being fund-
od by the Karth Sciences
Ministry. The  National
Centre for Polar and Ocean
Research, Goa, is the nodal
agency spearheading the
expedition, which will go
on till January 15.

For nearly a decade
now, engineers and scien-
tists at the RRI have been
working on the develop-
ment of the shaped anten-
na measurement of the
background radio spec-
trum (SARAS) series of ex-
periments, SARAS aims to
study the faint cosmologi-
cal signal from hydrogen,
commonly referred to as
the 21-cm signal, emerging
from the cosmic dawn and
the epoch of rejonization,

Cosmic dawn denotes

stages of evolution several
billions of vears ago. These
periods in cosmic history
are not well understood
die to a lack of
observations.

"Due to rampant urban-
isation in recent years, the
space for the deployment
of scientific experiments
for cosmological studies is
fast shrinking, Several
places where low-frequen-
cy astronomical observa-
tions were conducted in
the past, are no longer suit-
able for carrying out preci-
sion measurements, And
the biggest limitation in
achieving the required sen-
sitivity is RFL" Mr. Girish
said.

Sensitive electronic in-
struments will be used to
study the incoming radio

-
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The Arctic is a region of extremes: extreme cold, extré
seasonal changes in daylight, and extreme winds.
The Arctic region covers much of Earth's northern pole.
The outer edge of the Arctic is made up of glaciers and
tundra (treeless plains with frozen ground called
permafrost).

The central part of the Arctic (around the North Pole) is
surrounded with large areas of sea ice.

The Arctic environment is unique in many ways and
offers the opportunity for a great many discoveries about
how the physical and biologic environments function
under the "extreme" conditions found in the Arctic

Do you know?

Researchers would examine the characterisation of the
radio frequency environment in the Svalbard region of
the Arctic in Norway..

India has been running its own research station, Himadri,
in Svalbard since 2008..



-

HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

NEXT
[1[A|S]

* A new coronavirus variant named JN.1 has been
detected, causing concerns among doctors, experts
authorities, and the public alike.

e The Covid-19 subvariant JN.1 is a descendant of BA.2.86.

 The JN.1 Covid subvariant was first detected in
Luxembourg and is a descendant of the Pirola
variant (BA.2.86), which itself stems from the
Omicron sub-variant.

* The new Covid variant contains a significant number
of unigue mutations, particularly in the spike
protein, that may contribute to increased infectivity
and immune evasion.

e central government has issued an advisory to the state
governments urging them to make adequate health
arrangements.

The Hindu : GS2-Health (Page 16)

Ministry issues advisory to States in view of detection of the
new JN.1 variant in India
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Centre launches forest certification
scheme to counter foreign agencies

AMITAEBH SINHA
MEWDELHI, DECEMEER 18

AMIDRISIMNG international con-
cernson deforestation and illicit
tradein timber, the government
has launched its own “national”
forest certification scheme to
validate entities that adhere to
sustainable practices in manage-
ment of forests and its products
The Indian Forest and Wood
Certification Scherme | [PAVCS will
offer an alternative to the privs
foreign certification azencies tl
have beenoperating in the Indian
market for the last two decades.
A report in The Indian Express,
as part ofaglobal investization into
deforestation and greemwashing
by the Intemational Consortivum
of lnvestgative Journalists( 1)) in
March thisyear, had revealed that
therewere seriousquestions over
the integriby of these cerifications,

which affected acceptance of

Indian products in international
markets and resulted in high
dropout rates among certified er-

followes the development of new
standards forforest management
that will be mandatory for all for-
est divisionsin the country,
“Forests in India are managed
according totheirrespective work-
ing plans. These working plans
have now beenupd ated with the
newly-developed Indian Forest
ManagementStandards that con-
tains eight criteria, 69 indicators
and 254 verifiers. These standards
will be mandatory for all forestdi-
visions in the country to imple-

av of the Bho pak-based Indian
Institute of Forest Management,
whowasinvobeed in the develop-
mentafl the standards, said.

“Getting the certification, howe-
ever, is not mandatory for the for-
est divisions, even though they
would becormeeligible if they ad-
here tothese standards. Obtaining
the certification would depend on
needs” he said. “But this sovern-
ment-backed certification scheme
isaverywelcome step. twil bring
greater rust and trans parency inko
the processes, and grant greater

a 1t," Professor Manmohan

ententity kke the Bureauof Indian

Standards or Quality Council of

India,"Yadav said.

IFWES would offer certifica-
tion for sustainable forest man-
agerment, sustainable manage-
ment of trees outside forests like

thosein plantations, and chainof

custodywhichis asortofl guaran-
tee of the traceability of a forest
product throughout its supply
chain, from the ongins tothe mar-
ket “Certification maybeof use to
forest management units, corpo-
rations, orwood-basedindustries,
tree grovwers, imber orNTFP {(Non
Timber Forest Produce) traders,
saw millers, exporters or im-
portersofwood-basedand NTFR-
hased products, and other end-
userindustries,” the guidelineson
the scheme said.

Europe and the United States
happen to be the largest export
markets for India's forest-based
products, particularly handic raft
and fumiture These markets have
been tightening the rules for im-
port of forest products because of
greater sensiivity around defor-

-
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The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change has launched the Indian Forest & Wood
Certification Scheme.

This national forest certification scheme offers voluntary
third-party certification designed to promote sustainable
forest management and agroforestry in the country.

The scheme includes forest management certification,
tree outside forest management certification, and chain
of custody certification.

The Indian Forest and Wood Certification Scheme can
provide market incentives to various entities that adhere
to responsible forest management and agroforestry
practices in their operations.

This includes state forest departments, individual
farmers, or Farmer Producer Organizations engaged in
agroforestry and farm forestry, as well as other wood-
based industries in the value chain.

The Indian Forest and Wood Certification Scheme, will be
overseen by the Indian Forest and Wood Certification

Council, which will act as a multistakeholder advisory
body.
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O states, Ul's vet
to sign Mol for
PM-SHRI schools;
Punjab proposes
withdrawal

Mever Dieifer - S states armncd Lirnnom
Terrmitore=s o o seeresecd.an ol l
wwiCh the Cenore for che PFRI-SHELD
scioedl schwe e, wwihile cnee state bras
proprosecd o withdrasw Frorm che
AL original v sigmned, the Lok
Sabbhawveas imnforrmec o BRLorcd aee
S0 far, 29 scates arnc LiT=s alorme
wvilfhr che Kendriva YWidwvalaswa
Sanathan amnd the MNMawvodaswa
Widwvalava Samici hhave sicrmecd che
Aol Bilhac, Delin, Kevala, Ood iskhea,
Tarmil MNMadu armndd Wieest Bermneal harve
ol s iogeecd thee Pl ol e bhrde Puoanggals
has pro posecd o vt bhvodrases.
Union Miniscer of Education
for S@oe Sannapuarma Deswsi sbharmed
che inforMmuacion in a vWwirittern re—
SO nse o guerres from B P AP

Sanjay Jaiswweal omn the nurmber of

aprplica o s receirvec Frorm vwaroues
stares for che upereracke of schaoals
ard if sorme state oowver nrrrenits
Fad reot siopreecd thee Pl wsacky die
LMnion SDOoOowvernrrent [ifm ] ckve
scherme's imperlermencat o

-
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PM SHRI School is a centrally sponsored scheme by t
Government of India.

This initiative is intended to develop more than 14500
PM SHRI Schools managed by Central
Government/State/UT Government/local bodies
including KVS and NVS in which every student feels
welcomed and cared for, where a safe and stimulating
learning environment exists, where a wide range of
learning experiences are offered, and where good
physical infrastructure and appropriate resources
conducive to learning are available to all students

The Scheme is proposed to be implemented over a
period of 5 years w.e.f. 2022-23 to 2026-27.



-
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 The Department of Higher Education, Ministry of
Education in collaboration with IIT Kanpur has started
SATHEE (Self-Assessment, Test and Help for Entrance
Examination) portal to provide quality education to
every student who intend to participate in competitive
Education such as JEE, NEET and various State level
Engineering and other Examinations.

* Ministry of Education has written to all State/UTs to
inform educators and students about this facility which
can be used for competitive examinations preparation
and for knowledge enhancement.

PIB: GSII-Governance
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SATREE: Portal offers quality education to students preparing for competive
Bxams

Posted On: 16 DEC 2023 6:04P1 by PIG Dehi
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Ministry of Heavy Industries provides subsidy amounting to Rs. 5294.00 crore to
£V manufactures on sale of 11,79,669 no. of EVs under phase-ll of FANE
Scheme, as on 11th December, 2023

Posted On: 18 DEC 2023 3:3PM by FIB Deli

-
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The Ministry of Heavy Industries formulated Faster
Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles in India
Phase Il (FAME India Phase IlI) Scheme for a period of five
years commencing from 1%t April,2019 with a total
budgetary support of Rs. 10,000 crore.

This phase mainly focuses on supporting electrification
of public & shared transportation, and aims to support
through demand incentive 7090 e-buses, 5 lakh e-3
Wheelers, 55000 e-4 Wheeler Passenger Cars and 10
lakh e-2 Wheelers. In addition, creation of charging
infrastructure is also supported under the Scheme.

Do you know ?

Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric
Vehicles in India (FAME-India) Scheme is launched under
National Mission on Electric Mobility in 2011/ National
Electric Mobility Mission Plan 2020, unveiled in 2013.
The scheme aims to encourage progressive induction of
reliable, affordable and efficient electric and hybrid
vehicles (xEV).
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ines Mty to Launch National Geascience Data Repository Portal To Foster
Imovaton in Exploratr

PosteOn: 18 DEC 2023 147 by P13 Dehi

-
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Ministry of Mines is to launch the National Geoscienc OGS
Data Repository (NGDR) Portal on 19t December 2023 in

a ceremony in New Delhi.

NGDR is a comprehensive online platform for accessing,
sharing, and analyzing geospatial information across the
nation.

The NGDR initiative, spearheaded by the Geological

Survey of India (GSI) and Bhaskarachaya Institute of

Space Applications and Geoinformatics (BISAG-N).

Do you know ?

The Geological Survey of India (GSI) was set up in 1851
primarily to find coal deposits for the Railways.

Over the years, GSI has not only grown into a repository
of geo-science information required in various fields in
the country but has also attained the status of a geo-
scientific organisation of international repute.
Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space Applications
and Geo-informatics [BISAG (N)] is an Autonomous
Scientific Society registered under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860 under the MeitY



