
The Hindu: Economy (GS3) (Page 1) • India’s net direct tax collections touched ₹14.7 lakh crore 
by January 10, meeting over four-fifths of this year’s 
target and reflecting a growth of 19.4% over the 
corresponding period of 2022-23.

• Direct tax is a type of tax where the incidence and impact 
of taxation fall on the same entity.

• In the case of direct tax, the burden can’t be shifted by 
the taxpayer to someone else. These are largely taxes on 
income or wealth. Income tax, corporation tax, property 
tax, etc are examples of direct tax.
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The Hindu: (Art and Culture -GS I)-Page 1 • ‘Gangireddu melam’ is performed  in Andhra Pradesh
• Bulls are colourfully decorated with flowers and 

garments during this tradition held as part of the 
Sankranthi festival.
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What are ‘Classical’ languages in India, and how are they 
classified?
• Currently, six languages enjoy the ‘Classical’ status:

• Tamil, Sanskrit, Kannada , Telugu , Malayalam , and 
Odia .

declaration of a language as a Classical language is as 
under:-

(i) High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history 
over a period of 1500-2000 years;
(ii) A body of ancient literature/texts, which is 
considered a valuable heritage by generations of speakers;
(iii) The literary tradition be original and not 
borrowed from another speech community;
(iv) The classical language and literature being 
distinct from modern, there may also be a discontinuity 
between the classical language and its later forms or its 
offshoots.
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• Celebrated in the Malayalam month of Medam (April-

May), Thrissur Pooram signifies the symbolic meeting of 
10 temples. 

• The festival is confined to the temples of Devis and 
Sasthas.

• entire range of decorative items used to make-up the 
elephants taking part in the festival.
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• Surat in Gujarat and Indore in Madhya Pradesh were on 

Thursday jointly declared the cleanest cities of India at 
the annual clean city awards for 2023 of the Union Urban 
Affairs Ministry. The next best is Navi Mumbai.

• The Swachh Survekshan awards were given away by 
President Droupadi Murmu here.
• The list of top 10 cleanest cities with a population of 

more than one lakh includes Greater 
Visakhapatnam, Bhopal, Vijayawada, New Delhi, 
Tirupati, Greater Hyderabad and Pune.

• The theme of the cleanliness survey 2023 was 
“Waste to wealth”, while for 2024, it is “Reduce, 
reuse and recycle”.

Swachh Survekshan, conducted by MoHUA since 2016, is 
the world’s largest urban sanitation and cleanliness survey. 
It has been instrumental in fostering a spirit of healthy 
competition among towns and cities to improve their 
service delivery to citizens and towards creating cleaner 
cities.
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• Orienspace’s Gravity-1, which is the most powerful 

rocket developed by a Chinese private company, takes off 
from a ship off the coast of Haiyang near Shandong 
province . 

• The rocket can send a payload of up to 6,500 kg into the 
low earth orbit.
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Indian Express: Health (GSII)-Page 1  
• Cervical cancer develops in a woman's cervix (the 

entrance to the uterus from the vagina). 
• Cervical cancer is the fourth most common cancer in 

women
• The highest rates of cervical cancer incidence and 

mortality are in low- and middle-income countries.
Cervical cancer is caused by persistent infection with the 
human papillomavirus (HPV). Women living with HIV are 
6 times more likely to develop cervical cancer compared 
to women without HIV.

• INDIA ACCOUNTS for about a fifth of the world's cervical 
cancer cases. With about 1.25 lakh new cases and 75,000 
deaths each year, cervical cancer is the second most 
common cancer among women in India, after breast 
cancer.
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• Atal Setu has been constructed at a total cost of more 

than Rs 17,840 crore. 
• It is about 21.8 km long 6-lane bridge having about 16.5 

km length over sea and about 5.5 km on the land. It is 
the longest bridge in India and also the longest sea 
bridge in India.

• It will provide faster connectivity to Mumbai 
International Airport and Navi Mumbai International 
Airport and will also reduce the travel time from Mumbai 
to Pune, Goa and South India. 

• It will also improve connectivity between Mumbai Port & 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port.
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PIB: Miscellaneous   
• The award, instituted by a national TV channel, was 

received by ISRO Chairman S. Somnath and Project 
Director of Chandrayaan 3, Dr P.Veeramuthuvel, at a 
glittering ceremony in New Delhi.

• The award recognised the remarkable contribution made 
by ISRO in pushing the boundaries of Space exploration,
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PIB: Economy   
About India Post Payments Bank
• India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has been established 

under the Department of Posts, Ministry of 
Communication with 100% equity owned by 
Government of India. 

• The IPPB was launched on September 1, 2018. 
• The bank has been set up with the vision to build the 

most accessible, affordable and trusted bank for the 
common man in India. 

• The fundamental mandate of India Post Payments Bank 
is to remove barriers for the unbanked & underbanked 
and reach the last mile leveraging the Postal network 
comprising ~1,65,000 Post Offices (~140,000 in rural 
areas) and ~3,00,000 Postal employees.
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