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• The Supreme Court declined to stay a new law which 

brushed aside a top court judgment to include the Chief 
Justice of India as a member of the high-powered 
selection committee to appoint the Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners (ECs).

• It replaces the 'Election Commission (Conditions of 
Service of Election Commissioners and Transaction of 
Business) Act, 1991'.

• It provides for the appointment, salary, and removal of 
the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election 
Commissioners (ECs). 

• According to the provisions, the CEC and ECs will be 
appointed by the President upon the recommendation of 
a Selection Committee. 

• The Selection Committee will consist of the Prime 
Minister, a Union Cabinet Minister, and Leader of 
Opposition or leader of the largest opposition party in 
the Lok Sabha.
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• Atal Setu has been constructed at a total cost of more 

than Rs 17,840 crore. 
• It is about 21.8 km long 6-lane bridge having about 16.5 

km length over sea and about 5.5 km on the land. It is 
the longest bridge in India and also the longest sea 
bridge in India.

• It will provide faster connectivity to Mumbai 
International Airport and Navi Mumbai International 
Airport and will also reduce the travel time from Mumbai 
to Pune, Goa and South India. 

• It will also improve connectivity between Mumbai Port & 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port.
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• an official delegation from the Department of Science 

and Technology visited Mauna Kea, an inactive volcano 
on the island of Hawaii in the U.S., to discuss 
“challenges” to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) 
project.

• The TMT has been conceived as a 30-metre diameter 
primary-mirror optical and infrared telescope that will 
enable observations into deep space.

• It is proposed as a joint collaboration involving 
institutions in the U.S., Japan, China, Canada, and India.

• Indian participation in the project was approved by the 
Union Cabinet in 2014. 

• India expects to be a major contributor to the project 
and will provide hardware worth $200 million.

Do you know?
• Mauna Kea, the highest peak on the Island of Hawai‘i 

(4,207.3 m, 13,803 ft), is a shield volcano
• Mauna Kea hosts multiple telescopes
• The Mauna Kea site is the world’s best for astronomy
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• The Defence Research and Development Organisation

(DRDO) conducted a successful flight test of the new 
generation Akash surface-to-air missile (SAM) from the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur, off the coast of 
Odisha,

• It has validated the functioning of the complete weapon 
system consisting of the missile with indigenously 
developed radio frequency seeker, launcher, multi-
function radar and command, control & communication 
system,”

• AKASH-NG system is a state-of-the-art missile system 
capable of intercepting high speed, agile aerial threats.
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• Japan successfully launched a rocket carrying a 

government intelligence-gathering satellite on Friday on 
a mission to watch movements at military sites in North 
Korea and to improve responses to natural disasters.

• The H2A rocket, launched by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 
Ltd., lifted off from the Tanegashima Space Center in 
southwestern Japan, carrying the optical satellite as part 
of Tokyo’s reconnaissance effort to rapidly build up its 
military capability.

• Japan aims at settting up a network of 10 satellites, 
including those carrying radars that can operate at night 
or in severe weather, to spot and provide early warning 
for possible missile launches.
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Panama Canal.
• The artificial 82-kilometre waterway connects the 

Atlantic Ocean with the Pacific Ocean. 
• It has been a major thoroughfare for international trade 

for over 100 years, connecting nearly 2,000 ports in 170 
countries. 

• The top origin and destination countries are the U.S., 
China, and Japan.

• As of Friday, a total of 47 ships were waiting in the queue 
to cross the Panama Canal. 

• The waiting time for north-bound ships has doubled to 
10 days in the past month, according to information on 
the Internet.
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• Kalaram Mandir is situated within the Panchvati area of 

Nashik City
• . It was built in 1782 by Sardar Rangrao Odhekar on the 

site of an old wooden temple.
• It is one of the finest modern temples of Ramji in 

western India. The temple has a seventeen feet high wall 
of plain dressed stone which surrounds a well kept 
enclosure 245 feet long and 105 broad. It has seperate
sabhamandap which is 75’*31’’*12 which is open from 
all sides. The temple has standing images of Lord Rama, 
Sita, Laxmana are of black stone and around 2 feet 
height. The Ramnavami festival is celebrated in Chaitra 
(March-April).

• The temple is also the site of a landmark agitation led by 
Babasaheb Ambedkar demanding temple entry rights for 
Dalits more than 90 years ago.
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• The Department of School Education and Literacy, 

Ministry of Education, and National Council of 
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) organised the 
Kala Utsav 2023 from 9-12 January 2024 at National Bal 
Bhavan and the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, New 
Delhi.

• Kala Utsav 2023 witnessed performances in 10 art forms: 
1. Vocal Music – Classical; 2. Vocal Music – Traditional 
Folk; 3. Instrumental Music – Percussive; 4. Instrumental 
Music – Melodic; 5. Dance – Classical; 6. Dance – Folk; 7. 
Visual Arts (2-dimensional); 8. Visual Arts (3-
dimensional); 9. Indigenous Toys and Games; and 10. 
Drama (Solo acting)
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• Recognizing the invaluable experiences of retiring Central 

Government employees, the Department of Pension and 
Pensioners' Welfare (DOPPW) introduced the ANUBHAV 
Awards Scheme in 2016. 

• Launched on the directive of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the scheme aims to cultivate a culture of sharing 
insights and stories by retirees to promote good 
governance and administrative reforms.

• The government has recently notified the ANUBHAV 
Awards Scheme 2024, providing a structured framework 
for participation
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