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• Landslides denotes any down-slope movement of soil 

and rock under the direct influence of gravity.
• Landslides are a unique and deadly problem in India. 

Unlike floods, they’re less widespread and harder to 
track and study with satellites. 

• Landslides happen in very localised areas and affect only 
about 1-2% of the country. As a result, there is much less 
data of sufficient quality for typical machine-learning 
models to work with.

Do you know ?
India has the highest mountain chain on earth, the 
Himalayas, which are formed due to collision of Indian and 
Eurasian plate, the northward movement of the Indian plate 
towards China causes continuous stress on the rocks 
rendering them friable, weak and prone to landslides and 
earthquakes
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• India’s GDP will grow by 7.3% in the current financial 

year (2023-24), slightly faster than the 7.2% growth in 
2022-23, the First Advance Estimates (FAEs) released by 
the government.

• The FAE are presented at the end of the first week of 
January every year. 

• They are only the first estimates of growth for that 
financial year. By the end of February, the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) will 
release the Second Advance Estimates and, by the end of 
May, the Provisional Estimates.
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• Supreme Court judge Justice BR Gavai has been 

nominated as the Chairman of the Supreme Court Legal 
Services Committee (SCLSC)

• The Supreme Court Legal Services Committee was 
constituted under Section 3A of the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987, to provide “free and competent 
legal services to the weaker sections of society”, in cases 
falling under the top court’s jurisdiction.

• Section 3A of the Act states that the Central Authority 
(the National Legal Services Authority or NALSA) shall 
constitute the committee. 

• It consists of a sitting SC judge, who is the chairman, 
along with other members possessing the experience 
and qualifications prescribed by the Centre. Both the 
chairman and other members will be nominated by the 
CJI. Further, the CJI can appoint the Secretary to the 
Committee.
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PIB: Defense/Governance
• SVAMITVA Scheme of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj is a 

Central Sector Scheme that has significantly contributed 
to the empowerment of rural communities in India. By 
leveraging cutting-edge drone surveys and GIS mapping 
technology, the scheme ensures accurate demarcation of 
land parcels, thereby mitigating disputes and providing 
individuals with property records of rights i.e. SVAMITVA 
Property Cards, thereby facilitating monetization of 
properties, enabling bank loans and comprehensive 
village-level planning.

• This integration of technology not only streamlines the 
documentation process but also marks a significant step 
towards a more transparent and efficient land 
administration system, fostering socio-economic 
progress in rural areas.
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PIB: Environment • Chilika Lake is a brackish water lake and a shallow lagoon 
with estuarine character spread across the districts of 
Puri, Khurda and Ganjam in the state of Odisha in 
eastern India.
• the largest brackish water lake in Asia
• Chilika Lake is a Ramsar site
• It is the largest wintering ground for migratory 

waterfowl found anywhere on the Indian sub-
continent.
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PIB: Defence
About iDEX
• iDEX (Innovations for Defence Excellence), the flagship 

scheme of the Ministry of Defence, Govt of India 
launched by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in 2018.

• The objective of the scheme is to cultivate an innovation 
ecosystem in the Defence and Aerospace sector by 
collaborating with startups, innovators, MSMEs, 
incubators, and academia. iDEX offers grants and support 
for R&D with significant potential for future adoption in 
Indian defence and aerospace.

Do you know ?
• India is the world’s largest defence equipment importer 

and is expected to spend around USD 220 Billion in the 
coming decade to modernize its armed forces.
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PIB: Economy
• The establishment of the Inland Waterways 

Development Council in October 2023 by the 
Government of India underscores its commitment to 
comprehensive development of inland waterways and 
the associated Inland Water Transport (IWT) ecosystem 
for improved cargo efficiency, passenger movement, and 
river cruise tourism, with active participation from States 
and Union Territories.
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