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• Gaganyaan project envisages demonstration of human 

spaceflight capability by launching crew of 3 members to 
an orbit of 400 km for a 3 days mission and bring them 
back safely to earth, by landing in Indian sea waters.

• The Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3) is the launch vehicle 
for the Gaganyaan mission.
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• National Science Day is celebrated every year on 

February 28 to commemorate the discovery of the 
‘Raman Effect’ and raise awareness about the 
importance of science and its role in improving the lives 
of people. 

• The National Science Day also acknowledges the efforts 
of the scientific community who work in exploring more 
and more ways by which science can be implemented to 
make our lives simpler and easier.

• The 2024 theme for National Science Day, which India 
celebrates every year on February 28, is “Science for 
Sustainable Development”.

• Science and technological developments are key drivers 
of India’s journey towards becoming a developed country 
by 2047

Do you know ?
Funding for fundamental research in India is amongst the 
world’s lowest, particularly for a country with high science 
and technology ambitions. In the recent past, India’s 
research and development (R&D) expenditure has dropped 
to the current 0.64% of GDP from 0.8% in 2008-2009 and 
0.7% in 2017-2018.
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The Hindu: GS2-Governance
• The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act came into force on 

16th January, 2014 and has been amended once in 2016 
since its notification.

• The Lokpal is the first institution of its kind in 
independent India,established under the Lokpal and 
Lokayuktas Act 2013 to inquire and investigate into 
allegations of corruption against public functionaries 
who fall within the scope and ambit of the above Act.

• The Lokpal has jurisdiction to inquire into allegations of 
corruption against anyone who is or has been Prime 
Minister, or a Minister in the Union government, or a 
Member of Parliament, as well as officials of the Union 
Government under Groups A, B, C and D. Also covered 
are chairpersons,members, officers and directors of any 
board, corporation, society, trust or autonomous body 
either established by an Act of Parliament or wholly or 
partly funded by the Union or State government. It also 
covers any society or trust or body that receives foreign 
contribution above ₹10 lakh .Lokpal will have power of 
superintendence and direction over any central 
investigation agency including CBI for cases referred to 
them by the Lokpal.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express: S&T (GSIII)
• Google DeepMind has just introduced Genie, a new 

model that can generate interactive video games from 
just a text or image prompt. That too without any prior 
training on game mechanics (which are essentially rules, 
elements, and processes that make up a game).

• Genie is a foundation world model that is trained on 
videos sourced from the Internet. 

• The model can “generate an endless variety of playable 
(action-controllable) worlds from synthetic images, 
photographs, and even sketches.”
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PIB: Places in news (GSI)
• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of 

Mauritius, H.E. Mr. Pravind Jugnauth, will jointly 
inaugurate the new Airstrip and St. James Jetty along 
with six community development projects at the Agalega
Island in Mauritius on 29 February 2024 at 1 PM via 
video conferencing.

• Agalega Islands, two-island dependency of Mauritius, in 
the western Indian Ocean. It consists of North 
Island and South Island.
• Mauritius, island country in the Indian Ocean,

• Copra and coconut oil are produced and exported
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Air: Places in news (GSI)
Peru
Lima – the capital.
It is located on the western side of South America
It shares borders with five countries: Ecuador and Colombia 
to the north, Brazil to the east, Bolivia to the southeast, and 
Chile to the south. Its western border lies along the Pacific 
Ocean.
This region includes the towering peaks of the Andes 
Mountains, among them Huascarán, the highest peak in 
Peru.
This region is also home to Lake Titicaca, which Peru shares 
with Bolivia.
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