
The Hindu: Page 10_IR- (GSII)

• Quad brings together four countries - India, Australia, 
Japan, and the United States, with a commitment to 
work as a force for global good and to support an open, 
free, and inclusive Indo-Pacific that is prosperous and 
resilient

• Quad came together during the 2004 tsunami in the 
Indian Ocean region to coordinate response and 
assistance to countries in the region

• The Quad's positive and practical agenda is focused on 
delivering outcomes for the Indo-Pacific, in response to 
the region's priorities and most pressing challenges, 
including health security, climate change, infrastructure, 
critical and emerging technology, cyber security, 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, space, 
maritime security, countering disinformation, and 
counter-terrorism.
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• Article 145(3), which deals with the rules of the court, 
provides for the setting up of a Constitution Bench.

• Article 145(3) says a minimum of five judges need to sit 
for deciding a case involving a “substantial question of 
law as to the interpretation of the Constitution”, or for 
hearing any reference under Article 143, which deals 
with the power of the President to consult the SC.

• Other scenarios in which a Constitution Bench can be 
constituted are:
• If two or three-judge Benches of the Supreme Court 

have delivered conflicting judgments on the same 
point of law

• If a later three-judge Bench of the SC doubts the 
correctness of a judgment delivered by a former 
Bench with as much strength and decides to refer 
the matter to a larger bench for reconsideration of 
the previous judgment.

• As per the legal provisions, a Constitution Bench consists 
of a minimum of five judges and the number can go up 
to an odd number of seven, nine and so on.
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• The Union government introduced a Bill in the Lok Sabha 
to check malpractices and organised cheating in 
government recruitment exams, proposing a minimum of 
three years’ imprisonment and a fine of up to ₹1 crore 
for persons and organisations indulging in such illegal 
practices.

• The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) 
Bill, 2024 mentions “leakage of question paper or answer 
key”, “directly or indirectly assisting the candidate in any 
manner unauthorisedly in the public examination”, and 
“tampering with the computer network or a computer 
resource or a computer system” as offences done by a 
person, group of persons or institutions.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu: Page 12_Miscellnious
• Popularly known as Grammy Award, it is originally 

named Gramophone Award, presented by the Recording 
Academy to honour artistes in the music industry for 
their exceptional work in a year.

• The annual event to recognise musical achievements was 
started in 1959 to respect the performers for the year 
1958.
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• Snow Leopard

– Scientific Name: Panthera uncia.
– Habitat: Cold High Mountains.
• These are found in 12 countries including China, 

Bhutan, Nepal, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Russia 
& Mongolia.
– Conservation Status:
A. IUCN: Vulnerable
B. Schedule I: Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
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• Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) for 2020-21 and 2021-

22 released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI)

• Employment in the manufacturing sector took a hit 
during the lockdown-affected year of 2020-21, but then 
recovered in 2021-22 to levels higher than pre-
pandemic.
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• Four flight trials of High-speed Expendable Aerial Target 
(HEAT) - ABHYAS were successfully carried out by 
Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) 
from the Integrated Test Range, Chandipur in Odisha

• Designed by DRDO’s Aeronautical Development 
Establishment (ADE), ABHYAS offers a realistic threat 
scenario for practice of weapon systems.

• It is designed for autonomous flying with the help of an 
auto pilot indigenously made by the ADE. 

• It has Radar Cross Section, Visual and Infrared 
augmentation system required for weapon practice. 

• It has a laptop-based Ground Control System with which 
the aircraft can be integrated and pre-flight checks, data 
recording during the flight, replay after the flight and 
post-flight analysis can be carried out. 

• ABHYAS requires minimum logistics and is cost effective 
compared to imported equivalents.
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• To achieve the target of 100% literacy by 2030, the 

Government of India is implementing a centrally 
sponsored innovative scheme called Nav Bharat 
Saksharta Karyakram or New India Literacy Program for 
the period of FYs 2022-2027. 

• The scheme is popularly known as ULLAS: Understanding 
of Lifelong Learning for All in Society, upholding the 
motto "Jan-Jan Sakshar". 

• The scheme is targeted at all non-literates of age 15 
years and above. 

• The scheme, in line with NEP 2020, targets adults (aged 
15 and above) who could not go to school or attain 
formal education. It focuses on imparting Foundational 
Literacy and Numeracy (FLN), through critical life skills, 
such as Digital Literacy, Financial Literacy, Legal Literacy, 
Environmental Literacy, Health & Hygiene, etc. 
Implemented in a hybrid mode, States/UTs have 
flexibility in offline, online, or combined approaches.

• The scheme consists of five components: (i) Foundational 
Literacy and Numeracy; (ii) Critical Life Skills; (iii) Basic 
Education; (iv) Vocational Skills; and (v) Continuing 
Education.
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• The Black-necked Crane (Grus nigricollis) is listed in 

Schedule I of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, 
thereby according them the highest degree of 
protection.

• The species is also listed in Appendix I of Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of wild fauna 
and flora and the Convention on conservation of 
Migratory Species.

• Grus nigricollis is listed as Near Threatened
• The birds are found in India, China and Bhutan and breed 

in high-altitude wetlands of the Tibetan plateau of China 
and eastern Ladakh in India at an elevation ranging from 
2950 to 4900 meters above mean sea level.
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