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• Extending the retirement age of Supreme Court and High 
Court judges based on their performance may not be 
practical and will “further erode” the powers of 
Parliament and may also result in “undue favouritism”, 
the government has told a parliamentary panel.

• According to constitutional provisions, at present, while 
Supreme Court judges retire at the age of 65 years, 
judges of the 25 high courts demit office at 62.
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The Hindu: Page 12- Governance (GSII) / S&T (GSIII) 

• The Union Cabinet has approved Rs 4,797 crore research 
scheme to boost and maintain research momentum in 
the fields of ocean, atmospheric and polar sciences.

• The PRITHvi VIgyan (PRITHVI) will be an umbrella scheme 
spearheaded by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) to 
help continue many of the ongoing research projects and 
efforts in the areas of atmosphere, hydrosphere, 
cryosphere, geosphere and biosphere till 2026

• Some of the ongoing research that will now come under 
PRITHVI include Atmosphere and Climate Research-
Modelling Observing Systems and Services (ACROSS), 
Ocean Services, Modelling Application, Resources and 
Technology (O-SMART), Polar Science and Cryosphere 
Research (PACER), Seismology and Geosciences (SAGE) 
and Research, Education, Training and Outreach 
(REACHOUT).
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PIB: History (GSI) 

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will address the 
programme marking the 150th anniversary of Srila
Prabhupada ji at Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan on 
8th February, 2024 at around 12:30 PM.

• The Prime Minister will also release a commemorative 
stamp and a coin in honour of great spiritual guru Srila
Prabhupada ji.

• Acharaya Srila Prabhupada was the founder of Gaudiya
Mission, who played a pivotal role in preserving and 
spreading the fundamental tenets of Vaishnava faith.
• Gaudiya Mission has played a significant role in 

propagating the teachings of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu and the rich spiritual heritage of 
Vaishnavism across the world, making it the centre
of the Hare Krishna Movement.
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PIB: Polity and Governance (GSII) 
• The Ministry of Minority Affairs launched a Central 

Sector Scheme (CSS) namely Nai Manzil on 8thAugust 
2015 with 50% funding from the World Bank, to benefit 
the minority youth who do not have formal school 
leaving certificate, i.e., those in the category of school–
dropouts or educated in community education 
institutions like Madarasas. 

• The scheme provided a combination of formal education 
(Class VIII or X) and skills and enabled the beneficiaries 
seek better employment and livelihoods.
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PIB: Economy (GSIII)
• India will become the largest source of global oil demand 

growth between now and 2030, while growth in 
developed economies and China initially slows and then 
subsequently goes into reverse in our outlook, a latest 
report ‘Indian Oil Market Outlook to 2030’ released at 
the second edition of India Energy Week 2024 in Goa by 
International Energy Agency (IEA) said today.

• It further added that India’s role in global oil markets is 
expected to expand substantially over the remainder of 
the decade, fuelled by strong growth in its economy, 
population and demographics
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PIB: S&T (GSIII)
• A crucial step in the country’s journey towards 

Atmanirbhar Bharat has been achieved with India’s first 
Hypervelocity Expansion Tunnel Test Facility successfully 
established and tested by Indian Institute of Technology, 
Kanpur (IITK). This is a major achievement that puts India 
amongst a handful of countries with this advanced 
hypersonic testing capability.

• The development of the facility was supported by the 
Fund for Improvement in S&T Infrastructure (FIST) of the 
Department of Science & Technology (DST) with a sum of 
Rs 4.5 Crores in 2018.

• The facility was developed by the Hypersonic 
Experimental Aerodynamics Laboratory at the 
Department of Aerospace Engineering, IIT Kanpur and is 
capable of generating flight speeds between 3-10 km/s, 
simulating the hypersonic condition. 

• Named S2, it was indigenously designed and developed 
and is a valuable test facility for ongoing missions of ISRO 
and DRDO including Gaganyaan, RLV and hypersonic 
cruise missiles.
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PIB: IR (GSII) / Economy (GSIII) 

• NITI Aayog and the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands released report titled ‘LNG as a 
Transportation Fuel in Medium and Heavy Commercial 
Vehicle’, at India Energy Week.

• The report explores different challenges and barriers for 
LNG adoption in India and recommends a roadmap of 
actionable solutions. 

• The report further highlights the need for the 
development of a transparent implementation 
framework for these recommendations, driven by near-
term goals of demand creation and market seeding.
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News on air: IR (GSII) 
• The first-ever edition of BIMSTEC aquatic championship 

is taking place at New Delhi.
• India is leading the tally with 18 medals on day one 

including 7 Gold, 9 Silver and 2 Bronze. Meanwhile, 
Thailand with 14 medal occupying the second spot and 
Sri Lanka is in third spot with 4 medals.

• The tournament is being held across three disciplines -
swimming, water polo, and diving. 

• Seven BIMSTEC member have participated in the 
tournament including hosts India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Thailand.

Do you know ?
The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional organization 
that was established on 06 June 1997 with the signing of the 
Bangkok Declaration.
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