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HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Indian Express: Page 6_Polity and Governance- (GSII)

ACCEPTS STANDING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS ON REGIONAL BENCHES IN SUPREME COURT

Raising judges’retirement age on performance not practical: Govt to panel

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NEW DELH| FEBRUARY 7

EXTENDING THE retirement age
of Supreme Court and High
Court judges hased on their per-
formance may ot be practical
and will *further erode” the
pawsers of Parliament and may
also result in Cundue
favouritism®, the gavernment
has told a parfiamentary panel.

In August last, the Standing
Committee on Law and
Personnel, in its report on
‘Judicial Processes and their
Refarms’, had recommended a
performance appraisal system
for extending the tenure of
Judgesof the Supreme Courtand

high courts beyond the existing
Tetirement age.

According bo constitutional
provisions, at present, while
Supreme Court judges retire at
theage of 65 years.judgesof the
5 high courts demit office at 2.

*_ whileincresing the age of
retirement for judges, the per-
farmance of judges may be re-
assessed based an their health
conditions, quality of judge-
ments, number of judgments
delivered,

“Far this, a system of ap-
praisal may be devised and put
injplace, by the S collegiumy, be-
foee amy jucge s recommended
for enhancement of their
tenure,” the committe headed
by BJP*s Sushil Kumar Mod; had

recommended.

Responding to the recom-
mendation, the govemment said
linldng perfarmance evaluation
totheissue ofincrease inretire-
ment age “maynot be practical
and may not actually bring aut
the desired results”,

“Thiz will resultin empovwer-
ing the SCC (Supreme Court
Collegium) for the evaluation of
the judpes at the time of giving
extensions on individual basis
and wil further erode the pow-
ers of Parfiament and empower
(the Judiciary through the SCC
totake decisiononthe enhance-
ment of age,” it said.

The Departmentof justicein
the law ministry also said that
this step may also result in“un-

due favouritism” and make the
judges “susceptible to pres-
sure”, thus impinging on their
performance & impartial judges.

OnSC regional benches
The government has ac-
ceped the recommendation of
the parliamentary committee
that the Supreme Court should
have regianal benches but has
pointed out that the apex court
hasheen “consistenty’ rejecting
theidlea and thatthessue i sub-
judice, the panel said.

Inits action taken report on
ts earfier subission on ‘Judicial
Processes and Their Reforms',
the Standing Committee on Law
and Personnel noted that itsrec-
ommendation has been ac-

cepted by the govemnment.

Theaction taken repartof the
committee wastabled intheLok
SabhaonWednesday

In the chapter dealing with
recommendatians observations
which have been accepted by
the government, the pane] re-
ferred o its earler recommen-
dation on feasiblity of regional
benches of the Supreme Court.

The committee had earlier
noted that the demand for hav-
ing regional benches of the
Supreme Court s about ‘access
to ustice, a fundamental ight.

Staggered vacations
A parliamentary panel has

ok the government o press the
Supreme Court and the 25 high

courts toshare their response at
theeariestonits recommenda-
tion that judges can go forstag-
gered*vacation keepinginmind
thi huge pendency of cases.

The action taken repart ofthe
Standig (ommittee on Law and
Personnel anits earlierreporton
*Judicial Processes and Their
Reforms” was tabled in Lok
Sabha on Wednesday.

The committee, in the action
taken report, recalled its earfier
recommendation that staggered
vacation by indsvidual judses at
different times of the year will
ensure courts are nat shut for
niearly two months every year

In its response, the
Department of ustice inthe law
ministry told the panel tha its

recommendation has been sent
to the Supreme Court and the
registrar generals of the high
courts after due approval of the
minister. “Their response is
Jwaited,”the government said.

“The department may take
Up the issue with the Supreme
{Courtand the Regisirar Cenerals
of the High Courts to forward
their response on the recom-
mendations  of  the
(Committee..,” the committee
tobd the govemment.

I said once this issue is fi-
nalised, the courts will have
miore days at their disposal that
will enable them to reduce the
pendency of cases and mitigate
the inconvenience presently be-
ing faced by litigants.
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Extending the retirement age of Supreme Court and
Court judges based on their performance may not be
practical and will “further erode” the powers of
Parliament and may also result in “undue favouritism”,
the government has told a parliamentary panel.
According to constitutional provisions, at present, while
Supreme Court judges retire at the age of 65 years,
judges of the 25 high courts demit office at 62.
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The Hindu: Page 12- Governance (GSIl) / S&T (GSlll)

Rs 4,797 cr PRITHVI
to boost atmosphere,
polar and ocean
research, savyvs Rijiju

EXFPRESS MNEWS SERVICE
BEMGALLIRU, FEERLARY T

THE LN N Calhinet has approese
Rz 4,797 crore research schermse ho
boost and maintain resseanch mo-
e in e felds of ocean, at-
meospheric and polar scences,
Earth Sciences Minister Kiren
Rijiju said on Wednesday:

The PFRITHA ViEyan (PEITHW)
wrill be anumbirella scherme spear-
headed by the= Ministoy of Earth
Coiences [ MoES) to help conbinue
maryy of the ongoing research
progects and effores in the areas of
atrmasphere, e dmosplheere, cmypeos-
phere, geosphere and biosphere
Hll 2029 Rgaju sasd in a wribhers e
phyin the Lok Sabha

Wiith climate change and its
adhverse mmpacts affiecring shobalby
be it in the form of exiremnmse
weeatherevents ke heavy rainfall,
Roodds, rising sea levels, depleams
glaciers, Oy lones of higher inen-
sities or prolonged dny spells — the

head rermad res umder it lised, ircae
be used o sport army oitfeer re—
search area.”™ b Rawichandramn,
Secretary. Mlinistry of Earzh
Sriemoes, ol The Inclian Excpress.

Corme= of the ongoing research
that wwill mow come  undser
FRITHN il ude Srrmos plhvere amd
Climeate Research-hModelling
Observing Systems and Services
[ACROSS]), wean Sernvices,
BAcd =llimg Sppdscation, Resources
and Techmodogy (O-SRAART L Polar
Sriereee and Crgosphere Beseanch
[PFACER]. Seeiermo oy ansd
Ceosaenoes] S0 FE | and Resesach,
Ednpcation, Traiming and Chuireachs
[REfCHOLIT ]

Importantihy, for the frst time,
PERITHY1 wwill open doors fior
Imdian scientists to pmin hands
with imbernational expers.

“Wie can noww have interma—
tiomal coldlaboratiom. Lipon receie—
iz sy propeosal o sworks, vwee car
nowy consicder them,”™ he added

Updatineg on Bs < 077 crore
Dreegp Ovoeam i ssion Laumched by

-

NEXT
The Union Cabinet has approved Rs 4,797 crore resea AEIE
scheme to boost and maintain research momentum in
the fields of ocean, atmospheric and polar sciences.
The PRITHvi Vigyan (PRITHVI) will be an umbrella scheme
spearheaded by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) to
help continue many of the ongoing research projects and
efforts in the areas of atmosphere, hydrosphere,
cryosphere, geosphere and biosphere till 2026
Some of the ongoing research that will now come under
PRITHVI include Atmosphere and Climate Research-
Modelling Observing Systems and Services (ACROSS),
Ocean Services, Modelling Application, Resources and
Technology (O-SMART), Polar Science and Cryosphere
Research (PACER), Seismology and Geosciences (SAGE)
and Research, Education, Training and Outreach
(REACHOUT).
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PIB: History (GSI)

Prime Minister's Office
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P to address programme marking the 190t anniversary of Srfa Prabhupada Ji o
ot February

Posted On: 07 FEG 2024 4:33PM by PIB Dehi

-
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[1[A|S]

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will address the
programme marking the 150th anniversary of Srila
Prabhupada ji at Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan on
8th February, 2024 at around 12:30 PM.

The Prime Minister will also release a commemorative
stamp and a coin in honour of great spiritual guru Srila
Prabhupada ji.

Acharaya Srila Prabhupada was the founder of Gaudiya
Mission, who played a pivotal role in preserving and
spreading the fundamental tenets of Vaishnava faith.

e Gaudiya Mission has played a significant role in
propagating the teachings of Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu and the rich spiritual heritage of
Vaishnavism across the world, making it the centre
of the Hare Krishna Movement.
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PIB: Polity and Governance (GSlI)

Winistry of Minarity Afairs
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98,712 heneficiaries trained under Nai Manzil Scheme

Posted On: 07 FEB 2024 608PM by PIB Dehi
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The Ministry of Minority Affairs launched a Central
Sector Scheme (CSS) namely Nai Manzil on 8thAugust
2015 with 50% funding from the World Bank, to benefit
the minority youth who do not have formal school
leaving certificate, i.e., those in the category of school—
dropouts or educated in community education
institutions like Madarasas.

The scheme provided a combination of formal education
(Class VIl or X) and skills and enabled the beneficiaries
seek better employment and livelihoods.
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* India will become the largest source of global oil de
growth between now and 2030, while growth in
developed economies and China initially slows and then
subsequently goes into reverse in our outlook, a latest
report ‘Indian Oil Market Outlook to 2030’ released at
the second edition of India Energy Week 2024 in Goa by
International Energy Agency (IEA) said today.

* |t further added that India’s role in global oil markets is
expected to expand substantially over the remainder of
the decade, fuelled by strong growth in its economy,
population and demographics

PIB: Economy (GSlIII)

Hinsty of Pefoleum & Natural Gas
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Incia will become fargest source of global ol demand rowth between now ang
200: IEA
Urbanisafion, ndustialsafion, and middle-class prosperity wil underoin ofl demand expansion

Indian government’s efforts o bring clean cooking programmes have ed to LPG imports surging nearly
tree-fold n the past decade

Posted On: 07 FEB 2024 4 25PM by PIB Delhi
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I * Acrucial step in the country’s journey towards LES
PIB: S&T (GSlllI) : Atmanirbhar Bharat has been achieved with India’s first
|
|
|
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Hypervelocity Expansion Tunnel Test Facility successfully
established and tested by Indian Institute of Technology,
Kanpur (IITK). This is a major achievement that puts India

Minisry of Science & Technology o o 0
| ’ p amongst a handful of countries with this advanced

hypersonic testing capability.
V,;W * The development of the facility was supported by the
M Fund for Improvement in S&T Infrastructure (FIST) of the

Indial’s First Hypervelocity Expansion Tunnel Test Facility-- a major step in the Department of Science & Technology (DST) with a sum of

Govemments path towards Atmanirbharata Rs 4.5 Crores in 2018. |
* The facility was developed by the Hypersonic

Experimental Aerodynamics Laboratory at the
Department of Aerospace Engineering, IIT Kanpur and is
capable of generating flight speeds between 3-10 km/s,
simulating the hypersonic condition.

* Named S2, it was indigenously designed and developed
and is a valuable test facility for ongoing missions of ISRO
and DRDO including Gaganyaan, RLV and hypersonic
cruise missiles.

l’l’

Posted On: 07 FEB 2024 6:07PM by PIB Dehi
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PIB: IR (GSIl) / Economy (GSIII)

NITIAayog
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NITI Aayog and the Kingdom of the Netherlands release LNG as a Transportation
Fuel in Medium and Heavy Gommercial Vehicle' Report.
Report Explores Challenges for LNG Adoption in India and Roadmap of Actionable Solutions.

Report released at the ongoing India Energy Week in Goa

Posted On: 07 FEB 2024 3:43PM by PIB Delni

-
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NITI Aayog and the Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands released report titled ‘LNG as a
Transportation Fuel in Medium and Heavy Commercial
Vehicle’, at India Energy Week.

The report explores different challenges and barriers for
LNG adoption in India and recommends a roadmap of
actionable solutions.

The report further highlights the need for the
development of a transparent implementation
framework for these recommendations, driven by near-
term goals of demand creation and market seeding.
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MSTEC aquatic championship: Indla

y with 18 medals on day one Inclucl

d, 9 Silver & 2 Bronze
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* The first-ever edition of BIMSTEC aquatic champions
is taking place at New Delhi.

* Indiais leading the tally with 18 medals on day one
including 7 Gold, 9 Silver and 2 Bronze. Meanwhile,
Thailand with 14 medal occupying the second spot and
Sri Lanka is in third spot with 4 medals.

* The tournament is being held across three disciplines -
swimming, water polo, and diving.

* Seven BIMSTEC member have participated in the
tournament including hosts India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Thailand.

Do you know ?

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional organization

that was established on 06 June 1997 with the signing of the

Bangkok Declaration.




