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• The Lisus belong to the Tibeto-Burman family and inhabit 

the contiguous hilly regions of Arunachal Pradesh, China, 
Myanmar, and Thailand. 
• They number about 5,000 in India.
• Lisu boys and girls have separate sets of numbered 

names to indicate the order of their birth.
• The tradition of numbered names is also prevalent 

among the Singphos, an ethnic group inhabiting 27 
countries, including China’s Yunnan province.
• In India, they mostly inhabit the Changlang and 

Namsai districts of Arunachal Pradesh, and the 
Tinsukia district of Assam.

• “The Lisus and Singphos have similar usage of numbers 
in their names, probably because they  belong to the 
Wunpong group, which has four more communities in 
the Kachin State of Myanmar.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB- : Defence
• Indian Army contingent departed for Seychelles to 

participate in the Tenth edition of Joint Military Exercise 
“LAMITIYE-2024” between the Indian Army and 
Seychelles Defence Forces (SDF). 

• The Joint Exercise will be conducted at Seychelles from 
18-27 March 2024. ‘LAMITIYE’ meaning ‘Friendship’ in 
the Creole language is a biennial training event and has 
been conducted in Seychelles since 2001. 

• The aim of the Exercise is to enhance interoperability in 
Sub-conventional Operations in Semi-Urban 
environment under Chapter VII of the United Nations 
Charter on Peace Keeping Operations.
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PIB- : Education
News
• The Department of School Education and Literacy 

(DoSEL), Ministry of Education, Government of India, is 
set to conduct the Foundational Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment Test (FLNAT) as part of the ULLAS - Nav
Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram on 17th March 2024, 
across 23 states. 

About
• Approximately 37 lakh learners will appear for this 

important nationwide assessment. 
• The assessment comprises three subjects - Reading, 

Writing, and Numeracy - each carrying 50 marks, 
totalling 150 marks. 

• This test is developed to evaluate the foundational 
literacy and numeracy skills of registered non-literate 
learners.
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AIR : Geography
News
• A volcano has erupted once again in Reykjanes Peninsula 

in Iceland, marking the fourth eruption since December.

Do you know ?
• Iceland is located on the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, between 

the Eurasian and the North American tectonic plates. It 
is a seismic and volcanic hot spot as the two plates move 
in opposite directions.

• The Reykjanes peninsula is in South West Iceland, 
characterized by immense lava fields, volcanoes, and 
heightened geothermal activity.
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News
• Children of the Lisu and Singpho communities in 

Arunachal Pradesh and Assam are named according to 
the order they are born in the family, incorporating 
numbers into their names.

About
• The Lisus belong to the Tibeto-Burman family and 

inhabit the contiguous hilly regions of Arunachal 
Pradesh, China, Myanmar, and Thailand. 
• They number about 5,000 in India.
• Lisu boys and girls have separate sets of numbered 

names to indicate the order of their birth.
• The tradition of numbered names is also prevalent 

among the Singphos, an ethnic group inhabiting 27 
countries, including China’s Yunnan province.
• In India, they mostly inhabit the Changlang and 

Namsai districts of Arunachal Pradesh, and the 
Tinsukia district of Assam.
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News
• Noted carnatic vocalist and Magsaysay award winner 

T.M. Krishna has been selected for the Sangita Kalanidhi
award of the Music Academy for 2024.

Sangita Kalanidhi Award 
• Considered the highest accolade in the field of Carnatic 

music, it came into existence in 1942. Prior to that, a 
senior musician/expert was invited to preside over the 
Music Academy’s annual conference. 

• In 1942, it was decided that the musician so invited 
would be conferred the title of Sangita Kalanidhi, the 
award comprising a gold medal and a birudu patra
(citation).
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• One of the most commonly-used tests to diagnose pre-

diabetes and diabetes (both type 1 and type 2) and to 
help manage diabetes, is the haemoglobin A1C (HbA1C) 
test, also known as the glycated haemoglobin or 
glycosylated haemoglobin test.

How does the test work?
• Sugar enters your bloodstream from the food you eat. 

The sugar, or glucose, attaches to the haemoglobin in 
your red blood cells. 

• Haemoglobin is a protein that transports oxygen to all 
the cells of your body. 

• Everybody has some sugar attached to their 
haemoglobin. Those with pre-diabetes and diabetes, 
however, have more. 

• The HbA1C test measures the percentage of your red 
blood cells that have sugar-coated haemoglobin.

• The HbA1C levels are provided as either a percentage or 
in mmol/mol (which stands for millimoles per mole). A 
mole is a unit of measurement often used for chemical 
substances. The higher the percentage, the higher your 
blood glucose levels are.
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• The IceCube neutrino observatory is a device at the 

earth’s South Pole that detects subatomic particles called 
neutrinos. 

• Neutrinos are light particles that very rarely interact with 
matter. This is why they’re called “ghost particles”.

• The IceCube neutrino observatory was built and is 
maintained by the IceCube Collaboration, which consists 
of many universities worldwide led by the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison. 
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Chausath Khamba: literally translated to 64 pillars.
Built in 1623-24 AD, the structure houses the tomb of Mirza 
Aziz Koka, foster brother of Mughal Emperor Akbar.

About
• It is located in Nizamuddin precincts of Sufi Muslim 

shrines and tombs in New Delhi, India.
• It is a square structure constructed entirely of white 

marble.
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• Google DeepMind on Wednesday (March 13) revealed its 

latest AI gaming agent called SIMA or Scalable 
Instructable Multiworld Agent, which can follow natural 
language instructions to perform tasks across video game 
environments. Simply, Google’s new AI is all set to play 
video games with you. 

• It also takes us a step closer to AI which can intelligently 
collaborate with humans not only in games but also in 
doing tasks in real-world environments.

• AI research lab Google Deepmind describes SIMA as an 
AI Agent, which is different from AI models such as 
OpenAI’s ChatGPT or Google Gemini. 
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