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• Gaganyaan project envisages demonstration of human 

spaceflight capability by launching crew of 3 members to 
an orbit of 400 km for a 3 days mission and bring them 
back safely to earth, by landing in Indian sea waters.

• The Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3) is the launch vehicle 
for the Gaganyaan mission.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB: Environment
News
• The Union Cabinet approved the establishment of 

International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) with headquarters in 
India.

About
• The International Big Cat Alliance has been conceived as 

a multi-country, multi-agency coalition of 96 big cat 
range countries, non-range countries interested in big cat 
conservation. 

• IBCA governance consists of Assembly of Members, 
Standing Committee and a Secretariat with its Head 
Quarter in India.

Do you Know?
• Seven big cats include Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow 

Leopard, Puma, Jaguar and the Cheetah.
• Out of these five big cats viz. Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow 

Leopard and Cheetah are found in India.
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Mint : Environment 
News
• The Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, released the report on Status of Leopards in 
India.

About
• The fifth cycle of leopard population estimation was 

carried out by the National Tiger Conservation Authority 
and Wildlife Institute of India.

Key Findings
• India’s leopard numbers rose by 8% from 12,852 in 2018 

to 13,874 in 2022.
• Madhya Pradesh houses the largest population of 

leopards in the country – 3907 (2018: 3421), followed by 
Maharashtra (2022: 1985; 2018: 1,690), Karnataka 
(2022: 1,879; 2018: 1,783) and Tamil Nadu (2022: 1,070; 
2018: 868).

• Tiger Reserves or sites with highest leopard population 
are, Nagarajunasagar Srisailam (Andhra Pradesh), 
followed by Panna (MP), and Satpura (MP).
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The Hindu: Environment 
News
• The Zoological Survey of India named a new marine 

species of head-shield sea slug with ruby red spot after 
President of India Droupadi Murmu.

About
• This species belonging to Melanochlamys genus was 

discovered from Digha of West Bengal coast and Udaipur 
of Odisha coast. 

• The new species of head-shield sea slug, which is found 
nowhere in the world, is named as Melanochlamys
droupadi.

• Species of the genus Melanochlamys are characterised
morphologically by a short, blunt and cylindrical body 
and a smooth dorsal surface with two dorsal equal or 
unequal shields, named the anterior cephalic and 
posterior shield.
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The Hindu: Health
News
• Obesity rates among children and adolescents worldwide 

increased four times from 1990 to 2022, while obesity 
rates among adults have more than doubled, a new 
study published in The Lancet has revealed.

Key Findings
• The total number of children, adolescents and adults 

worldwide living with obesity has surpassed one billion. 
• In total, 159 million children and adolescents, and 879 

million adults were obese in 2022.
Indian Scenario
• As per The Lancet paper, in India, the obesity rate 

increased from 0.1% in 1990 to 3.1% in 2022 for girls, 
and 0.1% to 3.9%, for boys.

• In the prevalence of obesity category for girls and boys, 
India ranked 174th highest in the world in 2022.
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IE: Environment
News
• The Union Cabinet approved a rooftop solar scheme as 

'PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana' to install rooftop solar 
panels across 10 million households with a total outlay of 
Rs 75,021 crore.

About
• Beneficiaries of the government's rooftop solar scheme 

will get free electricity of up to 300 units per month.
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Indian Express: Science and Technology 
News
• India launched the second part of its critical minerals 

auction, worth an estimated 30 trillion rupees (about 
$362 billion).

• A total of 18 blocks of critical and strategic minerals, 
including graphite, tungsten, vanadium, cobalt and 
nickel, among others, will be auctioned across eight 
states across the country.

What are Critical Minerals?
• A mineral is labelled as critical when the risk of supply 

shortage and associated impact on the economy is 
relatively higher than the other raw materials.

• The Centre for Socio and Economic Progress (CSEP) in its 
paper “Assessing the Criticality of Minerals in India” 
(2023) evaluated the criticality of minerals in India based 
on two dimensions:

1. economic importance for the Indian economy and
2. supply risks.
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