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• Gaganyaan project envisages demonstration of human 

spaceflight capability by launching crew of 3 members to 
an orbit of 400 km for a 3 days mission and bring them 
back safely to earth, by landing in Indian sea waters.

• The Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3) is the launch vehicle 
for the Gaganyaan mission.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB : Culture
News
• President of India will confer Sangeet Natak Akademi

Awards (Akademi Puraskar) for the Years 2022 and 2023 
to 94 Eminent Artists today.

• Besides this, the President of India will also bestow the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship (Akademi Ratna) to 7 
eminent artists (one joint fellowship) in the ceremony.

Sangeet Natak Akademi
• It is the apex body in the field of performing arts and was 

set up in 1953.
• The objective is to preserve and promote the vast 

intangible heritage of India’s diverse culture, expressed 
in forms of music, dance, and drama.
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PIB : Space
News
• Recently, Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh said that India 

is targeting a five-fold increase in its share of the global 
space economy.

About
• India’s Space Research program started in the year 1969. 
• Currently, its Space economy stands at a $8 billion.

Government Initiatives
• The space Budget has been increased by 142% in the last 

nine years.
• The government has announced the Indian Space Policy 

2023, which enables end-to-end participation of Non-
Governmental Entities (NGEs) in all domains of Space 
activities. 

• The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization 
Centre or IN-SPACe was created to support private sector 
participation in space activities.
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News
• Recently, Australia proposed to grow trade ties with 

ASEAN nations.

About
• Following a series of ongoing disputes, Australia is 

increasingly looking to build economic ties outside of 
major trading partner China.

What is ASEAN?
• The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN, 

was established on 8 August 1967 in Bangkok, Thailand, 
with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok 
Declaration) by the Founding Fathers of ASEAN: 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.

• Brunei Darussalam joined ASEAN in 1984, followed by 
Viet Nam in 1995, Lao PDR and Myanmar in 1997, and 
Cambodia in 1999, making up what is today the ten 
Member States of ASEAN.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu: Cyber Security
News
• Recently, Google has agreed to restore the Indian apps it 

has deleted from its app store after a dispute over 
service fee payments.

About
• Apps on Google Play have three options to accept 

payments for digital services and goods;
1. Google’s own billing system, 
2. An alternate payments method where the commission 

charged by Google is slightly lower, and 
3. A consumption mode where developers redirect users 

to an external website to accept payments, in which 
case Google does not receive any commission.

WHAT IS THE DISPUTE?
• Google escalated the matter by removing some popular 

Indian apps after they opposed its policy of charging 26% 
from the earlier 11% on in-app purchases.
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IE: Defence
News
• The Indian Navy will commission a new base INS Jatayu

on Minicoy Island on March 6. 
• The move aims to bolster security infrastructure at the 

strategically crucial Lakshadweep Islands.

About
• INS Jatayu becomes the second naval base in 

Lakshadweep, following INS Dweeprakshak in Kavaratti
that was commissioned in 2012.

The Lakshadweep Islands
• Lakshadweep, is an archipelago of 36 islands located 

between 220 km and 440 km from Kochi. 
• The islands, only 11 of which are inhabited, have a total 

area of only 32 sq km.
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