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• The Directorate of Enforcement is a multi-disciplinary 
organization mandated with investigation of offence of 
money laundering and violations of foreign exchange 
laws.

• Presently, the Directorate is under the administrative 
control of Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India.

• 50(2) of the PMLA empowered the ED to summon “any 
person” whose attendance was considered necessary for 
giving evidence or production of records in the course of 
“any investigation or proceeding” under the statute.

• Section 50(3) mandated that the individual summoned 
was “bound to attend in person or through authorised
agents” and would be required to make truthful 
statements and produce the required documents.

• . ED has been given the responsibility to conduct 
investigation into suspected contraventions of foreign 
exchange laws and regulations,

• Directorate is mandated to attach the properties of the 
fugitive economic offenders who have escaped from the 
India
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• South Asia region including India was not making use of 

its demographic dividend as the pace of job creation in 
the region fell short of growth in the working-age 
population
• India’s economy was expected to post a “robust 

growth” of 7.5% in FY23/24,
• Growth in South Asia is expected to be strong at 6.0% in 

2024, driven mainly by robust growth in India and 
recoveries in Pakistan and Sri Lanka. But persistent 
structural challenges threaten to undermine sustained 
growth, hindering the region’s ability to create jobs and 
respond to climate shocks,

• the latest South Asia Development Update released 
today, South Asia is expected to remain the fastest-
growing region in the world for the next two years, with 
growth projected to be 6.1% in 2025.

• To encourage job growth the Bank recommended 
supporting the participation of women in the economy, 
increasing openness to trade, and improving education.
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• Kallakkadal is essentially coastal flooding during the pre-

monsoon (April-May) season by swell waves on the 
southwest coast of India,

• The term Kallakkadal, used by local fishermen, is a 
combination of two Malayalam words, including Kallan
and Kadal. “Kallan means thief and Kadal means sea. In 
spoken language, these words were combined and 
pronounced as Kallakkadal, meaning ocean that arrives 
as a thief,” the study said. In 2012, the term was formally 
approved by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

• Kallakkadal is caused by waves that are formed by an 
ocean swell, hence the name swell surge
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The Hindu-S&T(GSIII)
• The 125th anniversary of the iconic Kodaikanal Solar 

Observatory (KSO) was celebrated on 1 April 2024 by 
Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), an autonomous 
institute of the Department of Science and Technology 
(DST), to remember the history of KSO, felicitate its 
scientists, and honour its legacy was a milestone for 
astronomy in India. The KSO houses a digital repository 
of 1.2 lakh digitised solar images and thousands of other 
images of the Sun recorded every day since the start of 
the 20th century.

• Established on 1 April 1899 by the British, the 
Observatory has one of the longest continuous daily 
records of the Sun in the world, and this unique database 
has been digitised and is publicly available for 
astronomers from across the globe.
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• BIMSTEC was formed in 1997 to enhance regional 

cooperation on issues like economic prosperity, social 
progress, scientific achievement, peace, stability and 
connectivity. 

• Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand are members of BIMSTEC. 

• Nepal became a member of BIMSTEC in 2004.
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