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How are symbols allotted to
political parties?

Why wasthe Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi denied a common symbol by the EClin Tamil Nach?

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
fie Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK)
that secured 3. 9% and 6.5%
votes n Tamil Nadu n 2019
and 2021 respectively,has heen
llotted a new common symbol (Mike)
The Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK)
thatsecured 109% and 0.95% votes n
2019 and 2001 has been denied 2 commen
symol (Pof). This has raised questions
about the allotment of symbols o
‘reaistered nrecognised parties'

What do the rules specify?

A party s recognisec as a mational or
‘state" party under the provisions of the
Election Symbols (Reservation and

along with 6% of votes polled or {¢)
securing 8% of votes polled ina general
election. Symbols are alloted to political
arties and contesting candidates as per
{he provisions o the Symbols Order by
EC. nthe largest democracy where a
sizeable population isstil literate,
symbols play 2 cruckl rle n the voting
process. A recognised palitcal party his 2
reservedt symbol that is not alloted to any
other candidate inany constituency. For
registered but unrecognised polifical
parties, o1 of the free symbols s alotted
asa common symbol during an elaction f
{hat prty conests in fwo Lok Sabha
consttuencies or in 5 of seats b the
Assembly of a State s the case may be.

What s the current issue?

secured atleast Uh afvotes polled inthe
State o the previous cccasion when the
party availed of this facility. Such an
unrecognised party should however apply
for & symbol every time in the prescribed
format, This applcation can be made any
fime during the period commencing sis
months prior to the expiry of the term of
the Lok Sabha or State Assembly as the
case Ay be, The symbols e thereafter
llofted on a frst-come-irs-served
hasis.

In the above cases, the NTK had
secured more than 1% of votes n the st
fwo elections with the common symbol of
‘(o Kisar', However, snce they
applie for that symbol only in February
2024, the EClhad allotted that symbol to
Bharativa Praia Atkvata Party (BPAP), that

in 2021, The VCK notably has one Lok
Sabha ME and four MLAS in Tamil Nadu
eontesting on the ‘ot symbol in 2019
and 202 elections,

What can be the way forward?

The ECI has decided on the applications
of NTK and VCR as per existng rules.
However, t s counter intuitve from a
[ayman’s perspective that the NTK which
secured more than 6% of votes polled s
ot allotted the previous common sytubol
of s choice. It would be equally bfling
for an average voter that the VCK which
s elected representatives is ineligble to
abtain a common symbol, The two VK
candidates have been eventually alloted
the free symbol of Pot’ by the respective
retuming officers.

The exlsting threshold for recogrition
of a party may continue, The candidates
setup by recagnised partis enjoy the
avantage of being listed at the top of the
Fallot i the Flectronic Vating Machine,
Nevertheless the ECI may consider
amending the rules thatregistered
unrecognised parfies that secure at least
1% of votes polled in a previous election
or have an elected representative in the
Lok Sabha or State Assembly, shall have
the rght to be allotted a common symbl

THE GIST

¥

The Viduthalai Chinuthaigal
Katchi (VCK] that secured
109 and 0.99% vates in 201%
and 2001 has been denied 2
cominnan symbal {Pot.

L 4

TheWCK vias declined
llotment of a common symhay
a1t ha alled to secure Ly of
yotes polled n the elections to
the State Legislative Agsembly
2L,

¥

Rule L0B of the Symbots Order
provides that the concession of
acommon free symbol shall be
avalable toa ‘regltered
unvecognised party for o
gener lectons,
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* The Election Commission of India (ECI) is responsible%fe
the allotment of symbols.

* This is done under The Election Symbols (Reservation
and Allotment) Order, 1968, which is meant “to provide
for specification, reservation, choice and allotment of
symbols at elections in Parliamentary and Assembly
Constituencies, for the recognition of political parties...”

Do you know?

The Election Commission reviews the poll performance of

recognised parties after every State Assembly election or

general election to the Lok Sabha. The rules for recognition
as a national party are specified by the Commission in para
6B of the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment)

Order, 1968.

A party becomes eligible to be accorded national status if it

fulfil one of the following conditions: (a) if it is recognised as

a State party in at least four States, (b) if it secures 6% of the

total votes polled in four States in the last Lok Sabha or

Assembly elections, and in addition, gets four of its

members elected to the Lok Sabha, or (c) if it wins 2% of

seats in the Lok Sabha from at least three different States.
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Agni-P is a two-stage canisterised solid propellant ballis
missile with dual redundant navigation and guidance
system, according to DRDO. It has a range of 1,000-2,000km
and was tested for the first time in June 2021. It is lighter
than all the earlier Agni series of missiles.

The Hindu-GS3( Defence )Page 14

New generation ballistic missile Agni-Prime
successfully flight-tested

Agni-P has arange 0f 1,000-2,000km and was tested for the first time in June 2021. It is lighter than
earlier Agni missiles

Do you know ?

e Agni series of missiles constitute the backbone of India’s
nuclear weapons delivery which also includes the Prithvi
short range ballistic missiles and fighter aircraft.

* India has completed its nuclear triad and operationalised
its second strike capability with nuclear-powered ballistic
missile submarine INS Arihant undertaking deterrence
patrols.
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What is ‘Basel 11l endgame’ and why
are U.S. banks worked up about it?

The rules, apphing to hanks with over S100 b in assets, would overdanl the way the biggest banks manage their capical, with knock-on implications
for Jendling wrading activities: banks say additional capital is unnecessary and will huret the economa and have sggressively Jobbied gabst the project

led approach, whch
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Basel lll’

The Basel Committee on Banking Supervision is a panel
convened by the Bank for International Settlements (BIS) in
Basel, Switzerland, which aims to ensure regulators globally
apply similar minimum capital standards so that banks can
survive loan losses during tough times.

The committee’s “Basel IlI” standard was agreed after the
2007-09 global financial crisis. It includes numerous capital,
leverage and ligquidity requirements. Regulators across the
world have worked for years to implement many of those
standards, and the so-called “endgame,” agreed in 2017, is
the final iteration. The “endgame” proposal, unveiled in July,
refines Basel’s approach to setting capital based on the
riskiness of banks’ activities.
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CALLS FOREARLY TESTING

Prostate cancer cases in India
set to double by 2040: Lancet

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUMNE, AFRIL 4

TWIO YEARS ago, a 64-year-old
general surgeon in Pune com-
plained of badkadhe and was di-
Fznosed withan advanced stage
of prostate cancer that had al-
ready spread to his spine. et he
had noearty sympéonmes like diffi-
culty in passing urine. Many
Indlian men, likehim, are being di-
agnosed in late stages and suc-
cumbing tothe disease, says a lat-
est Lancet Commission paper,
which has projected prostate can-
cer incidence in India to surge
sharply by 2040

According to the International
Agency for Research on Cancer
projections, which Lancet has fac-
tored inits analysis, proctate can-
cerincidence in Indiawill double
tir about 71,000 new cases per
wear by 2040, Prostate cancer ac-
counts for three per cent of all
cancers in India, with an esti-
mated 33,0042, 000 new cases
dizgnosed annually.

“Alarge propartion of patients
in India are diagnosed in ad-
vanced stages which means that
the cancer has spread at the time

AF divorneie A aeneobe bk S0
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SYMPTOMS TO LDOK OUT FOR
.ID'i'ﬁmllmdi.slmbed B Swelling or fuid build-upin
urime low ithe legs or feet

W Frequent urination, W Blood in the urine
especially al might OF Semen.

W Inability to empty the B Painin the back,
W Pain or buming "- W Painfulejaculation
during urination B Unexplained

W Change in bowel habits weight loss

come countries predicted to see
the highest increase. The findings
will be presented at the European
Association of Urology Congress
onApril 6. Glohally, prostate can-
cer accounted for around
3.,75,000 deaths worldwide in
2020, making it the fifth leading
cause of cancer death among
men.

This surge can be prevented,
according to Dr Murthy, provided
all men over 60 get tested early
with the same rigour that women
are advised for breast screenings
after 40, Thiswill pick upthe can-
cer at a treatable stage than men
whio consult a doctor when it's
too late. “Easty detection and ed-
ucation programmes will help

B M oy Sy N

both cancerous and benigntissue
inthe prostate glands, i pushing
up numbers,” Dr Murthy says.
The main risk factors are age and
gemetics, which, acooming to hirm,
are aggravated by additional fac-
tors like smoking, obesity, a poor
diet and lifestyle.

Why early awareness,
detection are important
Prostate cancer may cause no
signs or sympioms in the early
stages and it is only in the ad-
vanced stagesthat patients report
symiptoms like trouble urinating,
bone pain, blood in the semen or
urine and others. “You may man-
age your lifestyle but early scoreen-
ing in Indian men, espedally

e b s DM see e eees e

54 tests — to high-risk men in
London aged 45 and over

Dir Kamiesh Bokil, ancted sur-
gical oncologistin Pune, suggests
takinga digital rectal exarnination
oo “The enlarged gland stops the
urine flowy. Thee urine acoumulates
inthe bladder. Itis like a flush tank
where there & dribbling of urine
bt it is still acoumulated in the
bladder by almost 1 to 1.5 litres,
he adds The Lancet authors have
recommended use of MR scans
and PSA tests 1o screen men at
high risk of prostate cancer in
high-income countries.

Match diagnosis with
expanding therapies
Thie WHO recommenids one
megavoltage radiotherapy unit
per million people. To meet this
recommendation, India would
need an additional 6000 so units
o ensure that the 800,000 peo-
ple with cancer who reguire ra-
dictherapy each yearcan be ade-
quately treated. Access to
radiotherapy has increased but
muasthy in urban areas. Coverage
of modern radiotherapy treat-
ments within grvemment health
schemes has improved but the
poorest sections have little access
even o palliative radiotherapy,

#hos | amens Carvesieeinn anshees

When cancer starts in the prostate, it is called prostate
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cancer.

The prostate is a part of the male reproductive system,
which includes the penis, prostate, seminal vesicles, and
testicles.

Prostate gland

Ejaculatory duct

Urethra
Bladder

Vas
deferens

Rectum

Seminal
Vesicle
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* The Army has started the induction of control and
reporting systems under ‘Project Akashdeep’ to bolster
its air defence capabilities.

* Developed by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL), the
project is aimed at significantly enhancing the
operational efficiency and integration of the Army’s air
defence mechanisms.

* “The Akashteer Project is a cutting-edge initiative
designed to automate air defence control and reporting
processes by digitising the entire process.

Indian Express-Defence(GSIIl)-Page 9
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Before SC: Can sates levy excise duty on industrial alcohol

AJOYSINHAKARPURAN
NEWDELHL MARCH4

EXCISE UTY levid on alcobolsabey con-
panentofasta'srevenue withstatesofen
afing an aiional excse cuty onakcobol
consumption todiveis income up. For -
ample, in 2023, Karnataka iked the Addi-
tional xcise Duty (AED) on Indian Made
Lior ML by 208

However whenitcomesto industrialal-
cofol, do states have the pusver b egulate
and axif? This s the queston thata & judge
Benchafthe Supreme Court s hearing,

Whatisthe current case before the SC7

The Benchheaded by Chieustice of ncia
1Y Chandrachu began bearing armuments
onApe 2onwhethersiie goemmentshae
the powerto egubteand conirol hesdle -
tribution pricingand ehesFctors elatingto
‘industrial kool sl ablis ed a5
3w materia i reat ot her products, and
15 ok meant forhuman constamption.

Eniryinthe Sate Lt uncerthe Seventh
Schedule e statesthe powertolegsatean
the production, manufacture, ossession,
trangpart,purchise and sal o “indcvicaing
liguors" At the same time, Entry 32ofthe
Union st and Entry 33ofthe Concurent Lt
menfion cusries whose conols“Gecared
by Pariamen by Lo be expecientinpu-
licmeest”,

Notably subjetsinthe Concument Listcan
he legislated upon by bath states and the
Centrebut whereacentallaw et te sae
lawcannotbe epugmant ot Industrial e
ol i lised i the Indusries (Development
andRegulaton] Ac, 1951 IDRA)

Esseniially, the question before the apex
court i whethersatescan repulate indus-
trial ool orwhetherthe Centre eencses
ectusie controd on the subject

Has the S considered thisissue earer?
In1989,a7-udge Constituton Bench in
mieic ol Lid v Stotef Uttr

Pradlshheddthasates powers,as per Entry
ofthe tate izt werelimited torequlating

“intoxicating liquors” which are different
Fromindustriallobol.
The SCakmiowdeced thatsates powerto

Centrehad exclusivejurisicton over regy-
lationofthe sugar indusry.
Inconirast o s Symetc & Chemicas Lod

regulae consumatlealcohol et ncucethe  deciion thecourheltha ecton 8-G ot
povie tn“prevent and| o checkindusirialal - meanttncover theentive ekt and the tate
ohol being used s inkcicaing o crinkable 5l powe gt on maters elatng

ol But et found hat

1o the sugar industry under

the aves and leviesn quesion Fniry 3o the Concurrent Lt
were designe primariy b - EXPLAINED

e themene cliced by m Howdidthislead i thecase
thestate - notas messures t v heforetheSC?

regulate theuseofindustal lcuhal, o pre-
vk tsconversion o drinkable leabol

Essentially,the SC said that anly the
Centre canimpase evies or aes o indus-
tria alohol,which s not meank orbuman
mnsumgtion

However, in & paint that would be
roughtupdacadesate theSCdid natcon-
sideritsprior Consituion Bench decisonin
(i R St of UPY 1956 where e
judges uphelda legielation enactedin P
regulate the supply and purchase of sugar-
cane This Actwaschallenged onthe rounds
thatunder Section 18:G ofthe IDRA, the

I 089, the UP vermment issed anc-
ffcaion iniroducing a 154 oe for any sale
madetolicence holders underthe UP Bicise
et 1900 for*dlcahol wsed directy r, .25
solventorvehcesand appeang]inthe -
1l produc o some estent”.This was chal-
Ienged by a mokor o and e dstribusor
whoclaimed that the Centre enercied ex-
clusive ursticton overindustrial loholas
perSecion 18-G of the [DRA

InFebruary 200K che Allhabe HighUourt
stmckcovn the 1990 iaton hoding that
thestaeemeure ddncteercse poer oer
theeneralegulaion cfdenatre s oy

werdrinkate kool |t ireced thestate o
vefun an foes ollectd with a 105 peran-
T infeest fom the datethe fe was de-
posied Thisdecison was appealadatthe 3C.
whichthenstyedthe Albabad H jugment
I ugustthat same e,

2007, the court refered the case o a
argerbench, noingthat the Tk o case
e ot been brought o the naice of the
seven-Jude Bench which derided the
Syniheticsand Chemica case”.

Inordertodetermine whetherstates cn
e the powers under Enry T30 the
Cancurrent Listor if ecton 18- gives the
Centre eacusivejurisiction in matters -
lating tindusrial siris, in 2010 the case
was efermed o nine-judge Bench,

\What havethe states argued sofar?
Senbor AdvocateDinesh Dvived ] apper-
ng for the State of P said that the phrase
“infoicatingfiguars”in Eniry Bof theState
Listinchues*al iquidscontaining alcohal”
He sa that fiquor, ‘spirc, and ‘ntoicant
were used in excise laws before the

Consituion camg ntoforce.

Healsoargued tht e Iion's poserur-
derEniry2afhe nionLstdoesnotincludk
control v “fniched products' (such s -
dustrial alcohol afer the denaturation
pooces| asthat s specifcaly covered by Eny
33af the Concurent Lt Inorder t e
exclisheconiol overregulaion ofindustridl
ol the Cenire would first have to sue
anorter o thateffect underSection 18-l
the [IRA Without suchanorde, that corol.
Woukivestwiththestates, hesad

Dnvivel s cautionid againstacopting
anapqmach that would reducesafes pow-
o, etying o ustce Ruma Pals concuming
opinion in TC Led v Agricultural roduce
Market Comitiee [2002) T 5 had el
that taes are ot ‘mere appenidages ofhe.
Centre. The enire camnot amper with e
poviers. More particulaty, thecourtsshould
ot adopt an approach,an interpretaton
which hes theefectofor ends o have the
efectofwhitting downthe powersreserved.
tothe Staes”

Thenext hearing s on April .

The Bench headed by Chief Justice of India D Y Chandra
began hearing arguments whether state governments have
the power to regulate and control the sale, distribution,
pricing and other factors relating to ‘industrial’ alcohol.
Industrial alcohol is used as a raw material to create other
products, and is not meant for human consumption.
Entry 8 in the State List under the Seventh Schedule gives
states the power to legislate on the production,
manufacture, possession, transport, purchase and sale of
“intoxicating liguors”. At the same time, Entry 52 of the
Union List, and Entry 33 of the Concurrent List mention
industries, whose control is “declared by Parliament by
law to be expedient in public interest”.
* Notably, subjects in the Concurrent List can be legislated
upon by both states and the Centre, but where a central
law exists, the state law cannot be repugnant to it
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President Droupadi Murmu launched India’s first
indigenously-developed CAR T-cell therapy for treatment of
cancer, hailing it as a “major breakthrough” that provides a
“new hope for the humankind” in the battle against the
disease.

Developed by the IIT Bombay and the Tata Memorial
Centre, this gene-based therapy will help in curing different
types of cancer. This NexCAR19 CAR T-cell therapy is the
country’s first ‘Made in India’ CAR T-cell therapy, which will
significantly bring down the cost of cancer treatment.

PIB:Health(GSlIlI)

President's Secretanat

PRESIDENT OF INDIA LAUNCHES INDIAS FIRST HOME-GROWN GENE
THERAPY FOR CANGER

ACCESSIBLE AND AFFORDABLE CAR-T CELL THERAPY PROVIDES ANEW HOPE FOR THE
WHOLE OF HUMANKIND: PRESIDENT DROUPADI MURMU

Posted On: 04 APR 2024 Z203PM by PIB Dehi
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* The foundations of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) were officially laid down on 4 April
1949 with the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty, more
popularly known as the Washington Treaty.

 NATO'’s purpose is to guarantee the freedom and
security of its members through political and military
means.

* POLITICAL — NATO promotes democratic values and
enables members to consult and cooperate on defence
and security-related issues to solve problems, build trust
and, in the long run, prevent conflict.

e MILITARY — NATO is committed to the peaceful
resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the
military power to undertake crisis-
management operations. These are carried out under
the collective defence clause of NATO's founding treaty —
Article 5 of the Washington Treaty or under a United
Nations mandate, alone or in cooperation with other
countries and international organisations.

News on air :IR(GSII)

NATO Celehrates 75 Years Of Collective Defense Across
Europe And North America



https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49187.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49192.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_17120.htm

