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• The Port of Baltimore is the ninth largest U.S. port by 

overall trade volume.
• In 2023 alone, it moved around 50 million tonnes of 

goods between the U.S. and other countries.
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• The trilateral agreement binds Australia, the U.K. and the 
U.S. together in a generational partnership for undersea 
military systems and strategic technology in the Indo-
Pacific region at a time when China’s defence capabilities 
are growing fast
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• In ecology, ‘gape limitation’ stands for the idea that a 

predator can only eat things that fit in its mouth. Imagine 
a snake trying to eat a rabbit. 
• If the rabbit is too big to fit in the snake’s mouth, 

gape limitation says the latter won’t be able to eat 
it.

• Gape limitations also influence how animals evolve over 
time.

• .Understanding gape limitations is essential to predicting 
how changes in predator or prey populations, changes in 
habitats, and/or environmental disturbances could affect 
the structure and function of ecosystems. 
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• the Supreme Court has expanded the scope of Articles 

14 and 21 to include the “right against the adverse 
effects of climate change”.
• Article 21 recognises the right to life and personal 

liberty while Article 14 indicates that all persons 
shall have equality before law and the equal 
protection of laws. These articles are important 
sources of the right to a clean environment and the 
right against the adverse effects of climate change

Do you know ?
• “Article 48A of the Constitution provides that the State 

shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment 
and to safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country. 
Clause (g) of Article 51A stipulates that it shall be the 
duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the 
natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and 
wildlife, and to have compassion for living creatures. 
Although these are not justiciable provisions of the 
Constitution, they are indications that the Constitution 
recognises the importance of the natural world,”
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• The Indian Air Force (IAF) is set to commence a 10-day 

exercise to test its capabilities and preparedness for high-
intensity operations.

• During the exercise, known as ‘Gagan Shakti-2024,’ the 
IAF will mobilize all its bases and assets across the 
country.

• The exercise is being conducted at various locations 
across the country, including the Pokhran Field Firing 
Range in Jaisalmer.

• It was last held in 2018, during which the IAF completed 
over 11,000 sorties during the two-phase air 
manoeuvres.
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• A solar eclipse happens when, at just the right moment, 

the Moon passes between the Sun and Earth
• Sometimes the Moon only blocks part of the Sun’s light.

• This is called a partial solar eclipse.
• Other times, the Moon blocks all of the Sun’s light. This is 

called a total solar eclipse.
•
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PIB-Defence (GSIII)
• Parivartan Chintan, a pioneering Tri-Service Conference 

aimed at generating new and fresh ideas, initiatives and 
reforms to propel Jointness and Integration efforts, is 
being held in New Delhi on 08 Apr 2024. A day long 
discussions will be chaired by Chief of Defence Staff, 
General Anil Chauhan.

• The ‘Chintan’ will be the first ever conference of the 
Heads of all Tri- Services Institutions, the Department of 
Military Affairs, Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff 
and the three Services, with officers from varied service 
brackets, through their diverse understanding and 
experience, recommending measures to achieve the 
desired “Joint and Integrated” end state with celerity.
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