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Difierent approaches to Al regulation ;

A the ghobal moverment towarnds regulating Al systens, Indias response would be crucial, with the nation currently catering o one of the Eingest consumes |
hases and labour foeces for technology companics. Indirs path masse afign with its SDGs while also ensuring that economic growth is maintained
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The General Assembly approved the first United Nat
resolution on artificial intelligence.

* The resolution, sponsored by the United States and
co-sponsored by 123 countries, including China,

e The resolution recognizes the rapid acceleration of
Al development and use and stresses “the urgency
of achieving global consensus on safe, secure and
trustworthy artificial intelligence systems.”

EU passed the Al Act: the Act categorises systems into
four categories, namely unacceptable, high, limited, and
minimal risks, prescribing guidelines for each.

* The Act prescribes an absolute ban on applications
that risk citizens’ rights, including manipulation of
human behaviour, emotion recognition, mass
surveillance etc.

Countries around the world, including the U.S. and
China, and the Group of 20 major industrialized nations
are also moving to draw up Al regulations.

a 10,300 crore allocation was approved for the India Al
mission to further its Al ecosystem through enhanced
public-private partnerships and promote the start-up
ecosystem
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Right against climate change
a fundamental right, says SC

It says rights to life and equality cannot not be fully realised without dean, stable environment;
underscores the important role solar posver would play inarvesting the ills of dimate change

The Hindu Burcau

NEW DN

he Supreme Court
has recognised a
much-felt, but less

articulated right against
the adverse effects of cli
mate change as a distinct
fundumental right in the
Constinution

“It is yet to be articulat
ed thar the people have a
right against the adverse ef
fects of climate change
This s perhaps because
this right and the right 10 a
clean environment are two
sides of the same coln. As
the havoe caused by cli
mate  changes  increases
year-by-vear, it becomes
necessary to articulate this
as a distinct righe. & is re
cognised by Articles 4
(right to equality) and 21
(right 1o life),” the Supreme
Court olserved in a judg
ment released on April 6

The judgment came in a
case comnected with the
survival of the endangered
Great Indian Bustard spe
ches

An  order was pro
nounced n og ‘ourt on
March 21, constRuting an
exXpert committee 10 exa
mine the problem faced by
the bind species whose nat
tral  hahdtor  and  Dieht

Ne CouM NoTRE that Te g 1o a hea thy ervcomant, safe from

the B efiects of chmate change, '

routes collide with power
ransmassion lnes in Gup-
rat and Rajastian

The case had been post
ed for further hearing in
August.  However, the
court, unannounced,
uploaded a judgment dur
ing the weekend, The text
of the judgment has sever-
al paragraphs on climate
change and its adversaties

Linking the right against
climate change 10 Articles
A and 149, Chief Justice
Chandrachud  sald  the
rights to life and equality
could not be fully realised
withowt a clean, stable
envromment

“The right to health
(which is a part of the right
tw l#e under Article 20 s
impacted due o factors
stich o ade nollntion. shiks

3 & fundarsertal human right

in vector-borne diseases,
sing lemperatures,
droughts, shortages In
food supplies due w crop
failure, storms, and flood
Ing. The nability of under-
served communities o
adapt to climate change or
cope with its effects vio
lates the right o life as well
as the right o equality... If
climate change and envi
ronmental  degradation
lead o acute food and wa
ter shortages in a particu
lar wren, poorer commund
thes will suffer more than
richer ones,” the judgment
saidd

The court also highlsghn
od the interconnection bet
ween climate change and
varions human rights, in
Cluding the right to health
Indlornmes rluhes. wender

equality, and the right to
development

The judgment noted
that the right to a healthy
environment, safe [rom
the (Beffects of dimate
change, was a “fundamen
tal human right”

India’s solar potential
The court underscored the
important role solar power
would play in arresting the
His of climate change

India necded to shift to
solar power due 1o three is
sues - One, the country is
Hkely 10 accoumt for 25% of
global energy demand
growth over the next two
decades; Two, rampant air
polluton emphasises the
need for cleaner enengy
sources; Three declining
groundwater levels and de
creasing annual raindall

By shifing towards re
newable energy sources,
India enhances its energy
security, reducing reliance
on volatile fossil fued mar
kets and mitigating the
risks associated with ener
KV scarcity

Additionally, the adop-
thon of renewable encrygy
technologies helps in curb
ing air polhution, thereby
improving public health
and reducing healthcare

[nd L
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the Supreme Court in a judgement said that the “rig
against the adverse effects of climate change," falls
under the scope of Articles 14 and 21 that guarantee
rights to equality and life.

Article 21 recognises the right to life and personal liberty
while Article 14 indicates that all persons shall have
equality before law and the equal protection of laws.
These articles are important sources of the right to a
clean environment and the right against the adverse
effects of climate change.
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Cochin Shipyard signs ship repair
agreement with the US. Navy

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

As India and the U5, lock
to expand cooperation in
ship repair and mainte-
nance to turn India into a
regional hub, Cochin Shi-
prard Limited (CSL) be-
came the third Indian shi-
pvard to enter into a
Master Shipyard Repair
Agreement (MRSA) with
the L.5., which will enable
to repair 1.5, Navy ships.

The State-run shipbuild-
ing facility in Kochi is the
latest in the line after Lar-
sen & Toubro (L&T) and
Mazagon Dock Shipbuil-
ders Lid. (MDL)

L&T shipyvard in Katiu
palli near Chennai was the
first Indian shipyard to sign
the agreement in July last
year. Last month, a UK. na-
val ship arrived for the first
tme at Karupalli  for
repairs.

“... The MSRA is a non-
financial agreement and is

A TR Y
C5L became the third shipyard
o enter into a pact with the LL5.

effective from April 3,
2024. This will facilitate re-
pair of US Naval vessels un-
der Military Sealift Com-
mand in CSL," the entity
said in a disclosure to stock
exchanges, adding: “CSL
has been qualified for en
tering into the MSRA after
a detailed evaluation pro-
cess and capability assess
ment by the U8 Navy - Mil-
itary Sealift Command”.
Baoth India and the 1.5,
are quite keen on expand-
ing cooperation in ship
maintenance and repairs

as it benefits both coun-
tries, giving business and
expertise to Indian shi-
pyvards while giving alter-
nate options to the U5, MNa-
vy for the smaller repairs
of its ships without going
faraway increasing their
turnaround time and at a
lesser cost.

In a joint statement is-
sued after bilateral talks
held between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and LS.
President Joe Biden in Sep-
tember last year, both
sides recommitted o ad-
vancing  Indias  “emer-
gence as a hub for the
maintenance and repair”
of forward-deployed U.5.
Navy assets and other air
craft and vessels.

LK. deploying its fleet

On March 26, the TL.K.'s Lit-
toral Response  Group
(LRG) arrived in Chennai
as the first engagement of
its deployment to the In-
dian Pacific region. The

LK, High Commission said
the Roval Fleet Auxiliary
Argus and RFA Lyme Bay
conducted maritime exer-
cises with the Indian Mawvy
as they entered the Ara-
bian 5ea and will undergo
essential maintenance at
L&T shipyard.

“The visit of LRG attests
to the LLIC's capability and
commitment to the Indo-
Pacific. The sight of Royal
Navy ships undergoing es-
sential maintenance at an
Indian shipyard is vet
another example of the Tn-
dia-UK Logistic Exchange
Memorandum of Agree
ment in practice,” said Bri-
gadier Nick Sawyer, De-
fence Advisor, British High
Commission.

Following the comple-
tion of its maintenance in
India, the LRG will operate
in the Indo-Pacific to con-
duct training, exercises,
and wider engagement
with allies and partners,
the statement added.

Cochin Shipyard said it has signed the Master Shipy
Repair Agreement with the US Navy to further
strengthen the partnership between the two countries in
the defence sector.

Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) became the third Indian
shipyard to enter into a Master Shipyard Repair
Agreement (MRSA) with the U.S., which will enable to
repair U.S. Navy ships.

The MSRA is a non-financial agreement and is effective
from April 5, 2024. This will facilitate repair of US Naval
vessels under Military Sealift Command in CSL
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DGTR calls for levy of anti-dumping duty on sodium cyanide

-
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The Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) !]EE

recommended the imposition of anti-dumping duty on
sodium cyanide (NaCN) imported from China, the
European Union, Japan and Korea.

* Sodium cyanide is used in the extraction of gold and
silver from their respective ores, in electroplating
and the heat treatment of metals, and in making
insecticides, dyes, pigments, and bulk drugs, etc.

Do you know ?

Dumping is said to occur when the goods are exported
by a country to another country at a price lower than its
normal value.

This is an unfair trade practice which can have a
distortive effect on international trade.

Anti dumping is a measure to rectify the situation arising
out of the dumping of goods and its trade distortive
effect.

The use of anti dumping measure as an instrument of
fair competition is permitted by the WTO.
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Why VVPAT was brought in, why Oppn wants all sips verified

JAMININATH

[EWDELHI APRIL &

VITH THE first phase of voting set to take
ace on Apri 19,the Supreme Court(5C)last
veek said that petitions seeking 100 veri-
ication of Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail
\VPAT)sips would be taken up soon.

In March 2023, the Association for
Jemocratic Reforms had filed  petition be-
aretheapex courtsaying thattoen-
use free and far eections, the tally
rom Electronic Voting Machines
EVMs) should be cross-verified
vith the VAT, To make sure that
is process is camied out as fast a8
iossible, ADR suggested the use of
arcodes on VPAT slips.

Vhatis a VWPAT machine? How
loesit work?

The VWPAT machine s attached to the
ot unit o the EVM, and provides visual
erification for the vote cast by a voter by
rintinga sl ofpaperwith the voter's choice
it Thisslipof paper, containing the candi-
late'sserial number, name, and party sym-
10l is displayed in the machine behind a

2024

ghass window, giving the voter seven seconds
tovernfy her vote. Following this, the slip falls
intoa compartment undemeath.

Novoter can take the VWPAT slip back
home, asitis ater used toverify votes castin
five randomly sefected polling booths, The
idea s that by allowing for a physical verifi-
cation of the electronically cast vote, both
votersand poliical parties have greater aith
inthe process - that their vote is being
recorded correctly.

Whydid the Election
Commission introduce VWPATS?
The idea of the \WPAT machine
first emerged in 2010, when the
Elction Commission of India (EC)
held a meeting with political par-
ties to discuss how to make the
EVM-based polling process more
transparent,
Aftera peototype was prepared, field trials
were held in Ladakh, Thirwvananthapuram,
Cherrapunee, East Dedhi and aisalmerin july
2011, Afterfine-tuning the design, holding
moretrals and taking feedback from politcal
parties,an EC expert committee approved the
designin February 2013,
Later that year,the Conduct of Blections

AdemoVVPATmachineat aschoolin
Delhiin 2019, Abhinay Soha

Rules, 1961 were amended to allow for a
printer with adrop box tobe attached tothe
EVM. The VPAT was used for the firsttime
in all 21 polling stations of the Noksen
Assembly constituency of Nagalandin 2013,
after which the EC decided to introduce
\VPATS ina phased manner. By June 2017,
there was 100% adoption of VVPATS.

Why are VVPAT slips of only five polling
booths randomly counted?

Todetermine what percentage of VVPAT
machines'slips need to be counted toverify
the accuracy of an election, the EC in 2018,
asked the Indian Statitical Institute (IS to
comeupwitha“mathematicallysound sta-
tistially robust and practically cogel
ple size for the internal audit of the VVPAT
slips with electronic result of EVMs", the EC
mentioned in an affidavitit has filed in the
Supreme Court

In February 2018, the EC mandated the
countingof VWPAT sips of one randomly se-
lected polling station per Assembly con-
stituency. This was increased to five polling
stations per Assembly seat, following a
Supreme Court judgmentin April 019 0na
petition filed by TDP leader Chandrababu
Naidu. The five palling stations are selected
by adraw of lots by the Returning Officer
concerned, in the presence of candidates|
their agents.

What have been the legal cases
sumoundingthe WPAT?

The VWPAT has been a subject of multi-
ple legal cases, starting with Subramanian
Swamy vs Election Commission of Indio, in

which the SC ruled that a paper trail was in-
dispensable for free and fair elections, and
ordered the government to provide funding
forthe roll-out of VWPATS.

n2019, Chandrababu Naidu moved the
SCasking for a minimum 50% randomised
VVRAT lips tobe counted The EC, however,
argued that if this were to happen, resu
would be delayed by five to six days.
Moreover, it pointed to ISI's calculations
which found that even counting of slips
from 479 randomy selected VVPATS across
the country would guarantee over 9% ac:
curacy - butthe EC's guideline at the time
of verifying slips from one polling station
perconstituency would haveled to counting
0f4125 WPATs.

Nonetheless,the court ordered the EC to
countVYPATSin five poling tations nstead.

Why doesthe ECnot want to count 50%
VVPAT slips?

As par a previous submission in the SC,
the EC claims that it takes about an hour for
election officers to match VVPAT lips with
the EVM count in one polling station.
Moreover,since the counting of VPAT dlips
an begin only after EVM votes for the con-
cemed polling station have been tabulated,

for five polling stations, it would mean ade-
layoffive hoursinall EC sources said. The EC
hasalsohighlighted infrastructure challenges,
including the availabiityof manpower, asob-
stacles to increasing the number of polling
boaths where VVPAT slips are counted.

\Whyare political parties demanding
widened verification of VVPAT lips?
Opposition parties continue to call for
verification of more polling booths to make
vatingmoretransparent. They argue that the

- sanctityofafairelection outweighs the con-

cernof delayin the declaration of esults,
Parties have calledfor anything from 5004
to 100% verification of VWPAT slips. In
December, the Opposition INDIA alliance,
whichincludes the Congress,the Communist
Party of India (Maruist), the Communist
Paty of India, the Trinamool Congress, the
DMK and the Samapwadi Party, passed ares-
olution demanding 100% verification of
\VPAT sips. The INDIA Alliance has sought
time to meet Chief Election Commissioner
Rajv Kumear to discuss their concerns,
However,the EChas thus ar, been reuc-
tanttodoso.As per EC sources,the EVMand
\VPAT concerns have been htigated and ad-
dressed by the Commission many times.

N
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The VVPAT machine is attached to the ballot unit of thé L0
EVM, and provides visual verification for the vote cast by a
voter by printing a slip of paper with the voter’s choice on it.
This slip of paper, containing the candidate’s serial number,
name, and party symbol, is displayed in the machine behind

a glass window, giving the voter seven seconds to verify her
vote.

Following this, the slip falls into a compartment underneath.
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e Zaporizhzhia is located on banks of the Dnieper river;
with the Khortytsia island splitting it into two streams.
The city's area is 331 square kilometers, and it is the fifth
largest city in Ukraine
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Laporizhzhia attacked again: the nuclear o, RUSSIA
risks from reckless military action S ?
Russia, which has been in control of the facility, Europe’s largest, for almost two years now, accused U KRAINE ]

Ukraine of launching the attacks. J Kharkiv

~Dniproriver i F

Zaporizhzhia

Black Sea



