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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)/Economy(GSIII)Page 8 • India has around 1.7 million homeless people, as per the 
2011 Census. 

• According to a Government of India report in 2012, an 
estimated 18.78 million more houses were required to 
cater to the housing demand in the country. Post this, a 
study by the Indian Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations (ICRIER) in 2020 found that India’s 
urban housing shortage rose by 54% from 2012 to 
become 29 million in 2018. 

• The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban was launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in June 2015 to tackle 
urban homelessness. The PMAY-U promised houses for 
1.18 crore families by December 2024. As of March 2024, 
it has only achieved around 67% of its target, that is, 
around 80 lakh.

• The PMAY-G was launched by the Modi government in 
2016 with the aim of constructing 2.95 crore houses. The 
scheme offers ₹1.3 lakh for each unit constructed under 
the scheme, with a 60:40 funding split between the 
Centre and State. 
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• The DigiLocker platform, launched in 2015, operates as 

an app to store users’ digital records. The app can be 
used when applying for a passport, reviewing 
marksheets, or proving one’s identity during travel. The 
app is part of the Indian government’s paper-free 
initiative aimed at letting users access, verify, and store 
essential documents in a digital wallet so that they are 
easy to retrieve and present to officials when required. 
As of early May, the app has over 270 million registered 
users, while nearly 6.7 billion documents — like Aadhaar, 
insurance policy papers, PAN records, and driving 
licences — have been retrieved through it.

• As per DigiLocker’s website: “The issued documents in 
DigiLocker system are deemed to be at par with original 
physical documents as per Rule 9A of the Information 
Technology (Preservation and Retention of Information 
by Intermediaries providing Digital Locker facilities) 
Rules, 2016 notified on February 8, 2017 vide G.S.R. 
711(E).”
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The Hindu-infrastructure (GSIII)-Page 10 • The government is likely to spend over ₹2 crore on each 
kilometre of road to be constructed along the China 
border in Uttarakhand and Sikkim under the Vibrant 
Village Programme (VVP), according to the project’s 
details.

• In the past five months, the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) has sanctioned 113 roads under the VVP in 
Arunachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Sikkim to improve 
connectivity in areas along the China border. While 105 
roads have been sanctioned in Arunachal Pradesh, five 
roads in Uttarakhand, and three roads in Sikkim have 
also been approved.

• The Union Cabinet approved the VVP programme on 
February 15, 2023, to cover 2,967 villages in 46 border 
blocks of 19 districts in Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, and Ladakh. One of the 
stated objectives of the VVP is to stop migration in the 
population residing along the border.
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The Hindu- Economy(GSIII) 
• Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has adopted 

Hybrid Annuity model for implementation of highway 
projects in order to encourage private sector 
participation through adequate incentives.

• The objective is to maximize the quantum of 
implemented highway projects within available financial 
resources of the Government. As per this model, 40% the 
Project Cost is to be provided by the Government as 
'Construction Support' to the private developer during 
the construction period and the balance 60% as annuity 
payments over the concession period along with interest 
on outstanding amount to the concessionaire.
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The Hindu-Health(GSII) • Sickle cell disease is a group of inherited disorders in 
which red blood cells become hard, sticky and crescent 
shaped.

• The misshapen cells clog the flow of blood, which can 
lead to excruciating pain, organ damage and other 
complications.
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• Two Kerala government-controlled temple boards have 

banned use of oleander flowers in temple offerings after 
a 24-year old woman died after accidentally chewing 
some oleander leaves.

Oleander Plant
• It is a plant cultivated worldwide in tropical, subtropical, 

and temperate regions. Known for its drought tolerance, 
the shrub is often used for ornamental and landscaping 
purposes

• It is highly toxic due to the presence of cardiac 
glycosides in all parts of the plant, including leaves, 
stems, flowers, and roots.

• Symptoms of oleander toxicity include nausea, vomiting, 
abdominal pain, diarrhea, irregular heart rate, and in 
severe cases, death. Poisoning can occur through 
ingestion, inhalation of smoke from burning the plant, or 
skin contact.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express: IR(GSII)/Economy (GSIII)-page 11
• With imports from China crossing over $100 billion in 

FY24, China has overtaken the US to become India’s 
largest trading partner after a gap of two years, as per 
data released by the think tank Global Trade Research 
Initiative (GTRI).

• The US was India’s top trading partner during FY22 and 
FY23 after China was the top bilateral trading partner in 
FY21.

• India’s bilateral trade with China in FY24 stood at $118.4 
billion as imports increased by 3.24 per cent to $101.7 
billion and exports rose by 8.7 per cent to $16.67 billion 
in FY24 compared to FY23,
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