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The poll promise of affordable housin

Whsat is the current housing scenarto in nda? What has been the history of housing schemes in Indi? Wht s the status of the Pradhan Mantr Awas Yojana
scheme? Have Seates abso introduced schemes to address the housing crisis?
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What are PMAY-U and PMAY-G?
The Pradhan Mastrl Awis Yokes-Urban
was kiunched by Prime Minister Narendm
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India has around 1.7 million homeless people, as per the
2011 Census.

According to a Government of India report in 2012, an
estimated 18.78 million more houses were required to
cater to the housing demand in the country. Post this, a
study by the Indian Council for Research on International
Economic Relations (ICRIER) in 2020 found that India’s
urban housing shortage rose by 54% from 2012 to
become 29 million in 2018.

The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in June 2015 to tackle
urban homelessness. The PMAY-U promised houses for
1.18 crore families by December 2024. As of March 2024,
it has only achieved around 67% of its target, that is,
around 80 lakh.

The PMAY-G was launched by the Modi government in
2016 with the aim of constructing 2.95 crore houses. The
scheme offers X1.3 lakh for each unit constructed under
the scheme, with a 60:40 funding split between the
Centre and State.
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* The DigiLocker platform, launched in 2015, operates .“E'IE

an app to store users’ digital records. The app can be
used when applying for a passport, reviewing
marksheets, or proving one’s identity during travel. The
app is part of the Indian government’s paper-free
initiative aimed at letting users access, verify, and store
essential documents in a digital wallet so that they are
easy to retrieve and present to officials when required.
As of early May, the app has over 270 million registered
users, while nearly 6.7 billion documents — like Aadhaar,
insurance policy papers, PAN records, and driving
licences — have been retrieved through it.

* As per DigiLocker’s website: “The issued documents in
DigiLocker system are deemed to be at par with original
physical documents as per Rule 9A of the Information
Technology (Preservation and Retention of Information
by Intermediaries providing Digital Locker facilities)
Rules, 2016 notified on February 8, 2017 vide G.S.R.
711(E).”
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What is DigiLocker and does it keep your ”
(ata and documents safe?

e Dighlocker platform, Tamched in 2005 operates s an app o store wserns (gl reconds. As of early Moy the app has over 270 million regstered
sers, while nearly 67 billion documents have been retrieved through it

abua Venugopal shysical documsents as per Ride 94 of the Aecording to Ixgl.ocker's own swhsite, | the app mweds the suboiimed detalls 1o
nformation Technalogy (Aeseeeation 1 hvs seandard seennity nssosures i phice | match the ksoer's data exactly, Users
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Govt. to spend X2 cr. per km
on roads along China border

Home Ministry has sanctioned 113 roads under the Vibrant Village Programme in Arunachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand., and Sikkim to improve connectivity in areas along the border

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he government is
Tikely to spend over
2 crore on each ki-

lometre of road to be con-
structed along the China
border in Uttarakhand and
Sikkim under the Vibrant
Village Programme (VVP),
according tn the project’s
derails.

In the past five months,
the Ministry of Home Af
fairs (MHA) has sanctioned
113 roads under the VVP in
Arunachal Pradesh, Utta
rakhand, and Sikkim to im
prove connectivity in areas
along the China horder.
While 105 roads have been
sanctioned in Arunachal
Pradesh, five roads in Utta
rakhand, and three roads
in Sikkim have also been
approved.

There are at least 168 vil-
lages along the border with
China that do not have any
road connectivity,

According to the Minis-
try’s sanction letrer, 43.96
ki of raads s 1o be buil ar
a cost of T crore at Pitho
ragarh district in Uttarak-
hand. Each kilomerre of

Mose than 100 roads have been sarcticnad in Arunachal Pradazh,
froein Uttarakhand, and three in Sikkim. REFRESENTATIVE PHOTD

road is expected 1o cost
2.7 crore, Once construct-
ed, the "asset” will have w
he maintained hy the State
government.

[n Sikkim, around 18.73
km of roads and 350
metres of steel bridges
have been sanctioned un-
der the VWP at the Chung-
thang and Mangan block in

north Sikkim at a cost of

96 crore. Each kilometre
of road construction will
cost 124 crore.

I'he Ministry has also
asked Stare governments
I monttor constructon
acavity by installing GP'S
enabled wvehicle tracking
deviees. "Stares <hall en-

sure the installation of GPS
system in key machinery
and equipment engaged

during the execution of

road works under WV
the Ministry said in a com
munication sent to the Ut
tarakhand government.

The Union Cabinet ap-
proved the VVP  pro-
gramme on February 15,
2023, to cover 2,967 villag-
es in 46 border blocks of 19
districts in Arunachal Pra
desh, Himachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, Utrarakhand, and
Ladakh. One of the stated
objectives of the VVP s 0
stop migration in the popu
lation residing along the
horder

The MUAS report on de-
mands for granis tabled in
Parfiament on March 20,
2023, stated that the objoc
tive is to motivate people to
continue to stay there and
“help to gather intelligence
from the people of border
villages".

Around 68% of the total
villages that will be co
vered in the firsr phase of
the VVP are in Arunachal
Pradesh. The number of
villages that will benefit
from the scheme in La-
dakh is 35, while 73 villages
in Himachal Pradesh, 46
villages in Sikkim, and 51
villages in  Uttarakhand
have been identified.

Of the 4,800 crore bud
get allotted tor the VVT for
the financial years 202324,
202425 and 2025-25, more
than half, that is, abowt
12,500 crore, 1s to be spent
on road construction.

As reported by The Hin-
du in December 2022, Chi
nd is expanding its chain of
maodel villages nr Xiankang
Cmoderately prosperons’)
villages close ta the Line of
Actual Control opposite Ut
tarakhand, Sikkim, and
Artnachal Pradesh.
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The government is likely to spend over X2 crore on each
kilometre of road to be constructed along the China
border in Uttarakhand and Sikkim under the Vibrant
Village Programme (VVP), according to the project’s
details.

In the past five months, the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has sanctioned 113 roads under the VVP in
Arunachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Sikkim to improve
connectivity in areas along the China border. While 105
roads have been sanctioned in Arunachal Pradesh, five
roads in Uttarakhand, and three roads in Sikkim have
also been approved.

The Union Cabinet approved the VVP programme on
February 15, 2023, to cover 2,967 villages in 46 border
blocks of 19 districts in Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, and Ladakh. One of the
stated objectives of the VVP is to stop migration in the
population residing along the border.
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NH construction slows as funds go
scarce, hybrid annuity model falters

From “H km per day in FY24, the pace of natonal highway construction is expected 1o sow (o 3 km per day: influx of middevel devidopers with
moderate credit profiles, especially after March 2020 blamed: projects under Inbrid annuicy model havent taken off as anticipated
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Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has adopted
Hybrid Annuity model for implementation of highway
projects in order to encourage private sector
participation through adequate incentives.

The objective is to maximize the quantum of
implemented highway projects within available financial
resources of the Government. As per this model, 40% the
Project Cost is to be provided by the Government as
'‘Construction Support' to the private developer during
the construction period and the balance 60% as annuity
payments over the concession period along with interest
on outstanding amount to the concessionaire.
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The Hindu-Health(GSII) * Sickle cell disease is a group of inherited disorders in

which red blood cells become hard, sticky and crescent
shaped.

* The misshapen cells clog the flow of blood, which can
lead to excruciating pain, organ damage and other
complications.

A nurse assesses the condition of a sickle cell patient at
Mbale Regional Referral Hospital in Uganda on April 24_ ap

Sickle cell patients in
rural Uganda gather
hope from a survivor

Associated Press
MBALE

Barbara Nabulo was one of three girls in her fami-
ly. But when a sister died, her mother wailed at
the funeral that she was left with just one-and-a

-~
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WHY KERALA TEMPLES BANNED USE

SHAJU PHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, MAY 12

OF OLEANDER FLOWERS AS OFFERINGS

TWO KERALA government-controlled
temple boards, which together manage
2,500-odd temples in the state, have
banned the use of oleander flowers (lo-
cally known as arait) in temple offerings
after a 24-year-old woman died after ac-
cidentally chewing some oleander leaves.

Here is what to know about oleander,
its medicinal uses, and its toxacity.

First, what happened?

SuryaSurendran, a 24-year-old nurse,
died on Apni 30, prima facie due to acci-
dental oleander potsoning.

Surendran had got a new job in the
United Kingdom, and was set to leave on
April 28. That morning, however, she
chewed some leaves of an oleander
shrub that grew outside her home in
Pallipad, Alappuzha. She was on the
phone, possibly absent-minded, and
probably did not know or understand the
danger from the plant.

She scon developed uneasiness, and
vomited a few times. She went to Kochi
airport, but collapsed there. She was
taken to hospital, where she died a cou-
ple of days later

Asked what she had eaten, she told
doctors that she had chewed oleander
leaves and Bowers. The forensic surgeon,
who conducted the autopsy. told police
that she had suffered oleander potsoning.

Toxicity of oleander has been known
since antigquity. Wikimedio Commons

Anamika Chaudhan and Bhawna Singh
from the Himalayee Ayurvedic Medical
College and Hospital, Dehradun, wrote in
aresearch paper titled ‘A Critical Review
of Karvira®, published in 2016 in the
International journal of Ayurveda &
Medical Scences

“Bhavaprakasha has desaibed Kaonvim
(another name of the plant) as a visha(poi-
son ) and indicated it m treatment of viana
(infected wounds ), kustha (skin diseases
including leprosy ), knimi (microbes and
parasites ), kandu (rching ), etc.” they wrote.

How toxic is oleander?

Even though it is prescribed in some
ayurvedic formulations, the toxicity of
oleander has been long recognised in cul-
tures around the world. Researchers
Shannon D Langford and Paul | Boorwrote
the plant has been “exploited therapeu-

-
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Two Kerala government-controlled temple boards have
banned use of oleander flowers in temple offerings after
a 24-year old woman died after accidentally chewing
some oleander leaves.

Oleander Plant

It is a plant cultivated worldwide in tropical, subtropical,
and temperate regions. Known for its drought tolerance,
the shrub is often used for ornamental and landscaping
purposes

It is highly toxic due to the presence of cardiac
glycosides in all parts of the plant, including leaves,
stems, flowers, and roots.

Symptoms of oleander toxicity include nausea, vomiting,
abdominal pain, diarrhea, irregular heart rate, and in
severe cases, death. Poisoning can occur through
ingestion, inhalation of smoke from burning the plant, or
skin contact.
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INFY24, INDIA'S IMPORTS FROM CHINA ROSE BY 3.24% TO $101.7 BN

India’s top trade partner: China
regains spot on higher imports

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA

NEWDELHI, MAY 12

WITH IMPORTS from China
crossing over $100 billion in
FY24, China has overtaken the
US to become India’s largest
trading partner after a gap of
two years, as per data released
by the think tank Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI).

The USwas India’s top trad-
ing partner during FY22 and
FY23 after China was the top bi-
lateral trading partner in FY21.

India’s bilateral trade with
China in FY24 stood at $118.4
billion as imports increased by
3.24 per cent to $101.7 billion
and exports rose by 8.7 per cent
to $16.67 billion in FY24 com-
pared to FY23, GTRI data
showed.

Between FY19 and FY24,
India’s exports to China wit-
nessed a marginal decline in
exports by 0.6 per cent, down
from $16.75 billion to $16.66
billion, while imports from
China surged by 44.7 per cent,
up from $70.32 billion to
$101.75 billion

In contrast, India-US two-
way trade came in at $118.3 bil-
lion in FY24 after exports
dipped by 132 per centto $77.5

hillinn rammared to the nrevi-

billion. This resulted in an ex-

panded trade surplus for India,
which grew from $16.86 billion
to $36.74 billion, GTRI report
said.

India trade relations with
China have been under scrutiny
largely due to India’s depend-
ence on the neighbouring
country’s critical products such
astelecom & smartphone parts,
pharma, advanced technology
components among others.

However, [ndia has under-
taken significant measures to
decrease its dependence on
China through production
linked incentive schemes (PLI),
anti-dumping duties along
with quality control orders.

“Indiaimported $4.2 billion
wnrth af telerom and cmart-

File

Inthe fast emerging EV sec-
tor too, India’s dependence on
China is high as lithium-ion
batteries for EVs, imported
from China, were valued at§2.2
billion, comprising 75 per cent
of such imports, critical for
India’s electrification of trans-
port.

The GTRI report further said
that exports to China have re-
mained near stagnant between
FY 19 and FY24 while imports
have surged by nearly 45 per
cent which has resulted in
widening of the trade deficit
from $53.57 billion in FY 2019
to $85.09 billion in FY 2024.

During the last five years,
Russia's trading figures were
marked by a dramatic increase,
with pynorte ormwine b 78 1
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AFTER A gap of two years,
China has overtaken the
US to become India’s
largest trading partner.
India trade relations with
China have been under
scrutiny largely due to
India's dependence on
the neighbouring coun-
try'scritical products
such as telecom & smart-
phone parts, pharma, ad-
vanced technology com-
ponents among others
Now, India has under-
taken significant meas-
ures to decrease its de-
pendence on China
through production
linked incentive schemes
(PL), anti-dumping du-
ties along with quality
controd orders.

by 11.7 per cent from $28.48
billion to $31.81 billion, which
slightly reduced the trade
deficit from $22.92 billion to
$20.25 billion.

*“The 1 IAF aken caw nntahle
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With imports from China crossing over $100 billion in
FY24, China has overtaken the US to become India’s
largest trading partner after a gap of two years, as per
data released by the think tank Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI).

The US was India’s top trading partner during FY22 and
FY23 after China was the top bilateral trading partner in
FY21.

India’s bilateral trade with China in FY24 stood at $118.4
billion as imports increased by 3.24 per cent to $101.7
billion and exports rose by 8.7 per cent to $16.67 billion
in FY24 compared to FY23,




