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HEADLINES OF THEDAY e

The Hindu-Economy(GSlIll)Page 10 ! Smart Cities Mission was launched by the Hon’ Prime

An overview of the Smart Cities Missi( :  Minister on 25 June, 201>.

. * The main objective of the Mission is to promote cities

T e R ! that provide core infrastructure, clean and sustainable
ity st T THE GIST ; environment and give a decent quality of life to their
- m s : citizens through the application of ‘smart solutions’.
T o e i * The Mission aims to drive economic growth and improve
i ! quality of life through comprehensive work on social,
T . economic, physical and institutional pillars of the city.

. * The focus is on sustainable and inclusive development by

developed as Smart Cities through a two-stage
; competition.
i+ The Mission is operated as a Centrally Sponsored

! creation of replicable models which act as lighthouses to
- ! other aspiring cities. 100 cities have been selected to be
|

; Scheme. Central Government will give financial support
: to the extent of Rs. 48,000 crores over 5 years i.e. on an
; average Rs.100 crore per city per year. An equal amount

Where did the SCM Ealter?
What is the st he sele

! on a matching basis is to be provided by the State/ULB

fecton of 100 cities on o no Y
The Urbian Minkstry ool competitive basts wiss lened doe to the Commisshon I
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The Hindu-Governance(GSIl)(Page 10)

Whatis the legal position on
live-n refationships?

What i the Allshabad High Courtstate with respect to Muslims and lve-in elaionships?

Tiva Us Salam

The story so far:
he Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court stated
earier this month that a
Muslim cannot claim rights ina
livedn relutionship when e or she hasa
[iving spouse. A twa judge Bench of
Justices AR, Masoodi and ALK, Stivastava
calld such a relationship agains the
tenets of Tslam while hearing a writ
petition by Sneha Devi and Mohammed
Shadzh Khan, Ms. Devi and M. Khan had
sought protectior from police action after
the womean's parents iled a kidnapping
case against Mr. R,

What happened?

The couple had told the court they were
adults n 2 ve-im elationship and that
they sought protection under Artcle 2 of
he Constitution (protection of Lfe and
personzl liberty). The judges, however,
stated, “Islamic tenets do not permit
live-4n rlationshins during the subsisting

mamiage. The posiion may be different if
the two persons are unmarried and the
parties being major choose to lead their
[ives in a way of their awn.” Incidentaly,
Mr. Khan s married to one Farid
Khatoon since 2020,

“The constitutional morality may come
tothe reseue of such couple and the
social morality setded through the
CUStOMS and Usages over ages may five
way 10 the constitutional marality and
protection under Article 21 af the
Constitution of India may step into
protect the cause, The case before s s,
however, different,” the court said,
adding, “The constitutional protection
wnder Artiele 21 ofthe Constituton of
India would not lend an uncanalised
stuppart tosich aright”

What have heen previous orders?
Livein relationships with variables of
el status of the partners, their
passibly diferent Eaths, hirth of chldren
and even separation have aceupied the
atention of he judictary at various levels

in recent years. Ifin the case of Ms. Devi
nd M. Khan, only the fatter was
miarried, in another case last year, both
partners were married but involved ina
Ive-4n relationship awey from wedlock.

Tin November last yeat, the Supreme
(ourt staved orders passed by lower
courts and the Gujarat High Court
awarding maintenance toa woman from
the mnan she had been living with, The top
court order came afier a Surat-based man
challenged the High Court order arguing
that their relationship could not be
temied a domestic elationship as they
were both married t other people a the
fime of cohabitation. Whil their
Tespective mariages subsisted, they lived
together in 2002 and hiad a daughter too a
couple of vears ater, The woman had
approached the judiciary as the live-n
relationship did not worl out, and sought
reliefunder the Protection of Women
[rom Domestic Violence Act, 2005, She
SOzt mainfenance fon.

Interestingly in the same month, the
Punjab and Haryama High Courtstated

thata couple Lving together without
obtaining a divorce from their previous
spause cannot be clssified as being in a
“lvedn relatonship® or being in  union
similarto marriage. The court ven felt
that stch an arrangement would amount
tothe ofence of higamy under Sections
494/495 of the Indian Penal Code, In this
case,the man was already married. The
court refused o provide protection o the
couple, stating, “The male partner i
engaging in a bustful and adulerous ife
with the female partner without ohtaining
avalid divorce from his previous spouse.”

What have the Courts said about
live-dn relationships?

T coes not have any laws that directly
address a ive-in partnership, As per the
top Court, for & man and a woman to Hve
iogetheris partof e right t i’
therefore, a live-n relationship i no
longer an offence, The Supreme Court n
{5 various judgments has stated that a
man and a woran Hving like a husband
anda wifen a longterm relationship, and
even have children, the judiciary will
presume that the two were marred and
thatthe same s would be applicable o
e and their relationship, The concept
of alivedn relationship was recognised in
Payal Sharma verstas Nori Niketan by the
Allahabad High Court, where the judges
felt, 4 man and a waman, even without
getting martled, can live together if they
wish o This may be regarded as immorel
by soctety, but itis ot llegal. Thereisa
diference between v and mordity”

THE GIST
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The Lucknow bench of the
Hlahabad Hgh Court sated
earfer this manth thata
Huslm cznnat laim rights n 3
lve-mrelationship when they
i a g spatse.

The Punjab and Haryana High
Court stated that a couple
living together without
obtaiing 2 divorce from their
pravious spouse cannot be
tlagefed a5 being I ‘lve-in
relafionship” or being Ina
nin similar to marriage.

hi

rdia does ot hae any lans
that directly address a lvedn
partnership,
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The Lucknow bench of the Allahabad High Court stated IZ!IEIE

a Muslim cannot claim rights in a live-in relationship when

they have a living spouse.

The Punjab and Haryana High Court stated that a couple

living together without obtaining a divorce from their

previous spouse cannot be classified as being in a “live-in
relationship” or being in a union similar to marriage.

* India does not have any laws that directly address a live-
in partnership. As per the top Court, for a man and a
woman to live together is part of ‘the right to life’;
therefore, a live-in relationship is no longer an offence.

* The Supreme Court in its various judgments has stated
that a man and a woman living like a husband and a wife
in a long-term relationship, and even have children, the
judiciary will presume that the two were married and
that the same laws would be applicable to them and
their relationship.The concept of a live-in relationship
was recognised in Payal Sharma versus Nari Niketan by
the Allahabad High Court, where the judges felt, “A man
and a woman, even without getting married, can live
together if they wish to. This may be regarded as
immoral by society, but it is not illegal.
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The Hindu-Governance (GSII)-Page 12
UN-linked body defers accreditation of NHRC-India

* In asetback for India’s human rights record, the Geneva-
based, United Nations-linked Global Alliance of National
Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) deferred the
accreditation of the National Human Rights Commission-
India (NHRC) for the second year in a row. The decision,
which can affect India’s ability to vote at the Human
Rights Council and some UN General Assembly bodies,

The NHRC was set up under the Protection of Human Rights
Act, passed by Parliament in 1993. It has been accredited as
an ‘A’ Status NHRI since the beginning of the accreditation
process for NHRIs in 1999, which it retained in 2006, 2011
and in 2017 also after the deferment.

The ‘A’ status was deferred this time after civil society
organisations and human rights activists wrote to the global
body, expressing concerns about India’s record.

lushce Arun M|shra

SHITA MISHRA
NEW DELH

In 3 setback for Idoshr anri ns
an Rie (30 ons (GAN

L Was taken durﬂgtf“er”' ngo fhe ubcommittee on Accreditation (SCA) on
o "Je',-.'Zea and, South Africa, Honduras, and Greece
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Indi, ran sign Chabahar port operation pact

Dinakar Peri
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Eight years after conclud:
ing the general framework
of cooperation on the Char
bahar port, India and lran
on Monday signed a 10+
year contract for its
Operation.

The longterm agree
ment was signed between
[ndian Ports Global Ltd.
(IPGL) and Port and Mari
time Organisation (PMO) of
Iran, enabling operation of
the Shahid-Behest termi-
nal. Subsequently, IPGL
Wil invest approximately
$120 millon in equipping

'hﬂ nnrt Inf“'] }1’](‘ *)]m ﬂf.
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Big deal: Miniter for Ports, Shipping, and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal with others during the signing of10-yearcontract, P

fered a credit window

The agreement ~ was

Roads and Urban Develop-
mentof ran,

A memorandum of un:
erstanding for the deve-
lopment of the Chabahar
port by India was signed in
May 2005, The contract
Was executed on May 23,

#2016 during the visit of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modito lran.

Terming it a historic day
for the maritime sector,
Mr. Sonowalsaid the agree-
ment heralded a new age
of trade, marine coopera
tion, and_ transshipment

equivalent to $250 million  signed in the presence of  while boosting triateral

{or mutually identified pro-
jects aimed at improving
Chabahar-telated ~ infras-

truetira affiriale eaid

Ports, Shipping, and Wa-
terways Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal and Mehr-

trade between [ndia, Iran,
and Afghanistan,
“As India continues to

dad Ragenach Minictar af  invact in Chahahar nart ite

efficiency and capacity will
be further enhanced, solid
ifying India's commitment
to the region's economic
development, India wil
usethe port for humantar-
fan aid shipments, reaf
firming its commitment to
support regional develop-
ment beyond commercial
interests,” Mr. Sonowal
said,

He underscored Chaba:
har's significance, stating
that it served as a vitl
trade artery connecting In-
dia with Afghanistan and
Central Asian Countries

Chabahar is a deep war
ter port located in the Sis
tan-Baluchistan province

nfTran

-
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India and Iran signed a 10-year contract for its operation.
A memorandum of understanding for the development
of the Chabahar port by India was signed in May 2015.
The contract was executed on May 23, 2016 during the
visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Iran.

Located in Sistan-Balochistan province on the energy-rich
Iran's southern coast, the Chabahar port is being
developed by India and Iran to boost connectivity and
trade ties.

India has been pushing for the Chabahar port project to
boost regional trade, especially for its connectivity to
Afghanistan. India and Iran have projected the port as a
key hub for the INSTC project. The INSTC is a 7,200-km-
long multi-mode transport project for moving freight
among India, Iran, Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Russia, Central Asia and Europe.
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The Hindu-Space(GSlil)-Page 20 * The 55 Cancri e is among the few rocky planets outside
our solar system with a significant atmosphere, wrapped
a blanket of carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide.

* The exoplanet is 41 light years away from the Earth and it
circles its star Copernicus so closely that it has
permanent day and night sides.

The planet, called 55 Cancri e or Janssen, is about 8.8-
times more massive than the earth, with a diameter
about twice that of our planet. It orbits its star at one-
25th the distance between our solar system's innermost
planet Mercury and the sun. As a result, its surface
temperature is about 1,725 degrees C.

* The planet is probably tidally locked, meaning it
perpetually has the same side facing its star, much like
the moon does toward the earth. The planet is located in
our Milky Way galaxy about 41 light-years from the
earth, in the constellation Cancer. A light year is the
distance light travels in a year, 9.5 trillion km. Four other
planets, all gas giants, are known to orbit its host star.
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Indian Express: S&T (GSlll)-page 13

XENOTRANSPLANTATION

Transplantation of living cells, tissues or organs from
one species to another

HE FIRST person to receive a pigkidney
1as died two months after his surgery.
dis family and doctors from the
vassachusetts General Hospital, where
‘e procedure took place, did not link his
ieath to the transplant.

Nhat is xenotransplantation?

Xeno' is the Latin term for Yoreign' —
cenotransplantation, thus, is the trans-
Mantation of living cells, tissues ororgans
Tom one spedes to another. In context of
wmans, “xenatransplantationis any pro-
sedure that involves the transplantation,
mplantation or infusion into a human re-
apeent of either(a) live cells, tissues, oror-
zans from a nonhuman animal source, or
b) human body fluids, cells, tissues or or-
zans that have had ex vivo contact with live
rwn-human animal cells, tissues or or-
zans.” according to the US Food and Drug
Admanistration(FDA) This indudes trans-
santation of anemal organs (Bke a pig kid-
wy ) oruse of a pig bver for tempocary per-
‘usion during acute liver failure.

How does itwork?

In practice, the actual surgery may not
»e very different from a regular organ
ransplant. But, the animal organ selected
1as to undergo genetic modifications, so
hat the human body does not reject it. A
‘eport from the Harvard Medical School,
whose physicians were involved in
slayman’s operation, said 69 genomic ed-
ts were made to the pig kidneyin his case.
Sene editing technology CRISPR-CasOwas

L T - P S

Richard Slayman, 62, passed away
on Saturday. Reuters

vested organs can be matched with the
speafic needs of the human recipient. The
first xenotransplantation of a genetically-
maodified pig heart was camied out in 2022,
but the patient died within two months.

What are the complications?

The biggest challenge with a xeno-
transplant (ke aregular transplant)is to
ensure that the human body does notre-
ject the transplanted organ. Like in regu-
lar transplants, the patient is put on im-
munosuppressants, which leaves them
vulnerable to other diseases and compli-
cations. Transplanted organs themselves
may camry “recognised and unrecognised
infectious agents”, according to the FDA.
This can then lead to subseguent trans-
mission of diseases among humans, with
certain latent retroviruses potentially

e e N S e
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According to the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA),
“Xenotransplantation is any procedure that involves the
transplantation, implantation or infusion into a human
recipient of either (a) live cells, tissues, or organs from a
nonhuman animal source, or (b) human body fluids,
cells, tissues or organs that have had ex vivo contact with
live nonhuman animal cells, tissues or organs.”
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PIB: History(GSl)
* The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu paid floral
tributes to Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, former President
of India on his birth anniversary at Rashtrapati Bhavan
today (May 13, 2024).
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed served as the fifth President of India,
holding the office from August 24, 1974, until his death on
February 11, 1977.
His political career began with his active participation in the
Indian freedom struggle. He joined the Indian National
Congress and was a loyal follower of Mahatma Gandhi,
participating in the individual Satyagraha and Quit India
Movement for which he was arrested in 1942.In 1974,
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed was elected as the President of India.
His presidency is notable for his decision to proclaim a state
of emergency by the advice of the then Prime Minister,
Indira Gandhi, in 1975.
He passed away in office on February 11, 1977, the first
Indian President to die in office. His commitment to the
nation and his contributions to Indian politics continue to be
remembered.

President's Secretariat

PRESIDENT OF INDIA PAYS FLORAL TRIBUTES TO FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED
ONHIS BIRTHANNIVERSARY

Posted On: 13 MAY 2024 11:47AM by PIB Delhi

The President of India, St Droupadi Murmu paid floral tributes to Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, former President of India on his birth anniversary at Rashtrapati Bhavan

today (May 13, 2024).
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PIB: Defense(GSlil)

Ministry of Defence

INDIA- FRANCE JOINT MILITARY EXERCISE SHAKTI COMMENCES IN
MEGHALAYA

Posted On: 13 MAY 2024 1:45PM by PIB Dehi

The 7% edtion of Tnia- France Tiat Mitary Exercise SHAKT] commenced today, t Uno, i 2 fuly eveloped and modem Foregn Traning Node n Meshalava. The
Exetcse i scheduled 0 be conducted fom 13° to 262 May 2024. The Opening Ceremony of the joint exereise was atfended by HE. Thiesry Mathou, Ambassadar of
France to India and Major General Prasama Sudbabar Josk, General Officer Comemanding 31 Sub Area. Exercise SHAKTL is 2 biensdal training event conducted
altematively in India and France. Last edition was condneted in France in November 2021

Indian contingent comprising 90 personnel is being represented primarly by 2 Battaion of the RATPUT Regiment besides persome] from other amms and services.
Observers from the Indian Navy and the Indian Air Force will lso farm part of the exercize. The French contingent comprizing 90 persornel will e represented mainly by
persoel from the 11 Foreion Lesion Half. Bigade (13% DBLE)

Aim of Exerctse SHAKT! s to enhance joint military capabilty of both sdes to underteke mulfi-domain operations in a Sub Comventional scenario under Chapter VI of
the United Nations Mandate. The joiat exercise will facos on opsrations in the semi-urban znd moustainous ferain. Objectives to be achieved from the joint fraining are
high degree of physical fitness, rebearsing and refining drillsfor operations af tactical level znd sharing of best practices.

Tactical drils to be practiced during the Exercise will include response to a termorst action of capturing a defied terntory, establisbement of a Joint Command Post,
establishment of an Intelizence & Surveillance Centre, securing of a heliped! landing site, Semall Team Insertion & Exiraction, Special Heliborne Operations, Cordon &
Search Operations besides employment of drones and couater drone systems among others

Exereise SHAKTT vill enable the two sides to share their best practices in Tacties, Techniques and Procedures of conducting joint operations. The joint exercise will
faciltate developing infer-operabilty, bonhomiz and camaraderie befween amed forees personnel of the fwo countries. This will also enhance the level of defence

cooperation, further fostering bilaferal relations befween the two frendly nations.

-
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The 7t edition of India- France Joint Military Exercise
SHAKTI commenced today, at Umroi, in a fully developed
and modern Foreign Training Node in Meghalaya. The
Exercise is scheduled to be conducted from 13t to

26t May 2024.

SHAKTI is a biennial training event conducted
alternatively in India and France. Last edition was
conducted in France in November 2021.

Aim of Exercise SHAKTI is to enhance joint military
capability of both sides to undertake multi-domain
operations in a Sub Conventional scenario under Chapter
VIl of the United Nations Mandate. The joint exercise will
focus on operations in the semi-urban and mountainous
terrain. Objectives to be achieved from the joint training
are high degree of physical fitness, rehearsing and
refining drills for operations at tactical level and sharing
of best practices.



