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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)Page 10 • Smart Cities Mission was launched by the Hon’ Prime 
Minister on 25 June, 2015. 

• The main objective of the Mission is to promote cities 
that provide core infrastructure, clean and sustainable 
environment and give a decent quality of life to their 
citizens through the application of ‘smart solutions’. 

• The Mission aims to drive economic growth and improve 
quality of life through comprehensive work on social, 
economic, physical and institutional pillars of the city.

• The focus is on sustainable and inclusive development by 
creation of replicable models which act as lighthouses to 
other aspiring cities. 100 cities have been selected to be 
developed as Smart Cities through a two-stage 
competition.

• The Mission is operated as a Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme. Central Government will give financial support 
to the extent of Rs. 48,000 crores over 5 years i.e. on an 
average Rs.100 crore per city per year. An equal amount 
on a matching basis is to be provided by the State/ULB
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)(Page 10)
The Lucknow bench of the Allahabad High Court stated that 
a Muslim cannot claim rights in a live-in relationship when 
they have a living spouse.
The Punjab and Haryana High Court stated that a couple 
living together without obtaining a divorce from their 
previous spouse cannot be classified as being in a “live-in 
relationship” or being in a union similar to marriage.
• India does not have any laws that directly address a live-

in partnership. As per the top Court, for a man and a 
woman to live together is part of ‘the right to life’; 
therefore, a live-in relationship is no longer an offence.

• The Supreme Court in its various judgments has stated 
that a man and a woman living like a husband and a wife 
in a long-term relationship, and even have children, the 
judiciary will presume that the two were married and 
that the same laws would be applicable to them and 
their relationship.The concept of a live-in relationship 
was recognised in Payal Sharma versus Nari Niketan by 
the Allahabad High Court, where the judges felt, “A man 
and a woman, even without getting married, can live 
together if they wish to. This may be regarded as 
immoral by society, but it is not illegal. 
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The Hindu-Governance (GSII)-Page 12 • In a setback for India’s human rights record, the Geneva-
based, United Nations-linked Global Alliance of National 
Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) deferred the 
accreditation of the National Human Rights Commission-
India (NHRC) for the second year in a row. The decision, 
which can affect India’s ability to vote at the Human 
Rights Council and some UN General Assembly bodies,

The NHRC was set up under the Protection of Human Rights 
Act, passed by Parliament in 1993. It has been accredited as 
an ‘A’ Status NHRI since the beginning of the accreditation 
process for NHRIs in 1999, which it retained in 2006, 2011 
and in 2017 also after the deferment.
The ‘A’ status was deferred this time after civil society 
organisations and human rights activists wrote to the global 
body, expressing concerns about India’s record.
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The Hindu- IR(GSII) 
• India and Iran signed a 10-year contract for its operation.
• A memorandum of understanding for the development 

of the Chabahar port by India was signed in May 2015. 
The contract was executed on May 23, 2016 during the 
visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Iran.

• Located in Sistan-Balochistan province on the energy-rich 
Iran's southern coast, the Chabahar port is being 
developed by India and Iran to boost connectivity and 
trade ties.

• India has been pushing for the Chabahar port project to 
boost regional trade, especially for its connectivity to 
Afghanistan. India and Iran have projected the port as a 
key hub for the INSTC project. The INSTC is a 7,200-km-
long multi-mode transport project for moving freight 
among India, Iran, Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Russia, Central Asia and Europe.

•

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Space(GSIII)-Page 20 • The 55 Cancri e is among the few rocky planets outside 
our solar system with a significant atmosphere, wrapped 
a blanket of carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide.

• The exoplanet is 41 light years away from the Earth and it 
circles its star Copernicus so closely that it has 
permanent day and night sides.
The planet, called 55 Cancri e or Janssen, is about 8.8-
times more massive than the earth, with a diameter 
about twice that of our planet. It orbits its star at one-
25th the distance between our solar system's innermost 
planet Mercury and the sun. As a result, its surface 
temperature is about 1,725 degrees C.

• The planet is probably tidally locked, meaning it 
perpetually has the same side facing its star, much like 
the moon does toward the earth. The planet is located in 
our Milky Way galaxy about 41 light-years from the 
earth, in the constellation Cancer. A light year is the 
distance light travels in a year, 9.5 trillion km. Four other 
planets, all gas giants, are known to orbit its host star.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express: S&T (GSIII)-page 13
• According to the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 

“Xenotransplantation is any procedure that involves the 
transplantation, implantation or infusion into a human 
recipient of either (a) live cells, tissues, or organs from a 
nonhuman animal source, or (b) human body fluids, 
cells, tissues or organs that have had ex vivo contact with 
live nonhuman animal cells, tissues or organs.”

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB: History(GSI)
• The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu paid floral 

tributes to Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, former President 
of India on his birth anniversary at Rashtrapati Bhavan
today (May 13, 2024).

Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed served as the fifth President of India, 
holding the office from August 24, 1974, until his death on 
February 11, 1977. 
His political career began with his active participation in the 
Indian freedom struggle. He joined the Indian National 
Congress and was a loyal follower of Mahatma Gandhi, 
participating in the individual Satyagraha and Quit India 
Movement for which he was arrested in 1942.In 1974, 
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed was elected as the President of India. 
His presidency is notable for his decision to proclaim a state 
of emergency by the advice of the then Prime Minister, 
Indira Gandhi, in 1975. 
He passed away in office on February 11, 1977, the first 
Indian President to die in office. His commitment to the 
nation and his contributions to Indian politics continue to be 
remembered.
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PIB: Defense(GSIII)
• The 7th edition of India- France Joint Military Exercise 

SHAKTI commenced today, at Umroi, in a fully developed 
and modern Foreign Training Node in Meghalaya. The 
Exercise is scheduled to be conducted from 13th to 
26th May 2024.

• SHAKTI is a biennial training event conducted 
alternatively in India and France. Last edition was 
conducted in France in November 2021.
Aim of Exercise SHAKTI is to enhance joint military 
capability of both sides to undertake multi-domain 
operations in a Sub Conventional scenario under Chapter 
VII of the United Nations Mandate. The joint exercise will 
focus on operations in the semi-urban and mountainous 
terrain. Objectives to be achieved from the joint training 
are high degree of physical fitness, rehearsing and 
refining drills for operations at tactical level and sharing 
of best practices.
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