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India-Ira
faces po

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The new 10-year agree-
ment between India and
Iran to develop the Chaba-
har port carries the “po-
tential risk” of sanctions,
the U.S. State Department
said on Tuesday, casting a
cloud over whether the
special exemption India
had received from the U.S.
in 2018 will still be applica-
ble for the next phase of

I'l.l\lﬂ]l\l\l“ul“ b} l\ll nvact.

10-year|
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Officials during the signing of t he contract on Monday Pl

be under the scannerifthe ~ Monday, the State Depart:
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habahar

tions: US.

port,” US. State Depart-
ment spokesperson Ve-
dant Patel said. “U.S. sanc-
tions on Iran remain in
place and we'll continue to
enforce them,” he said, ad-
ding that all entities consi-
dering business deals with

[ran “need to be aware of

the potential risk that they
are opening themselves up

to and the potential risk of

sanctions”.
The statement by the
U.S. is significant as India

I1’JL‘ fl'lllk‘ II’.lI' m'mnn‘m‘ nnaor.

-
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The US State Department has warned India about the
potential risk of economic sanctions that any entity
considering a business deal with Iran faced after New
Delhi signed a 10-year deal with Tehran to operate the
Chabahar port.

India signed a 10-year agreement with Iran to operate
and manage the Chabahar Port, located close to Iran’s
southeastern border with Pakistan.

India and Iran have projected the port as a key hub for
the 7,200-km-long International North South Transport
Corridor for moving freight between India, Iran,
Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia
and Europe, bypassing Pakistan.
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‘NISAR satellite can monitor
tectonic movements accurately’

The satellite is likely to be launched later this vear: it can fully map the earth twice a month, measure water bodies, greenery,
sriow cover, rack agricultural changes, desertification, and aid in the study of climate-related fssues, sayvs 1SRO Chairman

INTERVIEW
8. Somanath

T.5. Subramanian

mid the hectic ac
tlvity at the Indian
Space Rescarch Or

andsation (1SRO) alead of
its WISAR satellite launch,
the space docking expert
ment (spadexs this vear-
end, and the Gaganyaan
misslon, The Hindu speke
1o 15RO Chairman 5. Soma-
nath, Excerpls:

What is uniqgue about
NISAR (NASA-ISRO
Synthetic Aperture
Radar) satellite? We ave
going to launch it from
Seiharikota, In what
way will NISAR benefit
India and the U.5.?

This is a Synthetic Aper-
ture Radar satellite with
two lands - S-band and L-
hand. The S-hand payload

tion cover and snow cover,
It, therefore, basically
looks at the whole of the
earth in terms of surface,
water, greenery and all of
that, It gives full coverage
of the earth two times a
o,

We can study climate
change-related lssues, agr-
cultural changes through
patterns, vield, desertifica
tion and continental maove-
ments precisely. It can
measure  lectonic  plate
MOVEmens accl |I'ﬂ[?]:.'. Sn
alot of geological, agricul
tural and water-related ol-
servarinns can he obrained

10 g0 in July but it may go
only i Oetober- Novernber,

What is the problem?

| cannot tell you because it
15 ot the spaceciall oi the
U5, side, They wanted o
do some corrections, So
they have taken it back,

What are the features of
Chandrayaan-4, which
will be a sample-return

mission?

Chandrayaan-4 s currenlly
2 concept we are working
on. It is part of a series of

drayaan-3, We do not have
a rocket capable of taking
stich a satellits [to the
o).

S0 we have devised a
new method by which
Chandravaan4  [space-
craft] can go there, drill,
take samples and bring
themn to the earth, The de-
taled design of Chan
dravaai-4 is golig on. We

&« have (o go to the govern-

ment o seek approval,

The Chinese sent a
spacecraft to the moon
some days ago to bring
back soll samples...

1 have nollung o say oi it

When will you do the
spadexs ispace docking
experiment, which will
entail two satellites

docking in space)?
We are argeting this year,

What have vou done so
far In the project?

Docking is one of the tech-
nologies required wobe de-
marsteated - autonomots
docking, That is why we
are launching this mission.

The U.S. has invited an
Indian astronant to fly
to the International
Space Station (185). Of
the four astronauts
selected for the
Gaganyaan mission, will
vou send one to the 1887

Yes, That is our plan, One
of them should Oy [to the
135], We are planning to
have that this year iself,

At what stage is the
Gaganyaan project?

Right now, the helicopter
air drop test werk [of the
crew module] is golng en
at sriharikora, so all of
them are there now,

Is the training of the
four astronauts still
going on in Bengaluru?
They had completed

-

NEXT
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NISAR is a joint Earth-observing mission between NASA
and the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) with
the goal to make global measurements of the causes and
consequences of land surface changes using advanced
radar imaging.

NASA and ISRO are providing two radars that are
optimized each in their own way to allow the mission to
observe a wider range of changes than either one alone.
It carries L and S dual band Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR), which operates with Sweep SAR technique to
achieve large swath with high resolution data. The SAR
payloads mounted on Integrated Radar Instrument
Structure (IRIS) and the spacecraft bus are together
called an observatory
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On the importance of regulatory
sandboxes in artificial intelligence

tegukaory sndhones have beoome  stenificant inseriment i varoos countries, ised o evahiite mnosations wiehin a defined and monsioned tne
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ragme while betng subject to regukitony oversight and controlled conseralns

anhita Chauriha

e advaeomswot of Artifasd
Tmelgence (AD technologies
s posed both unprecademoed
oppoctunizes and complex
halkenges for socketies woridende As Al
pplcasons comene m peoliferyie acs
shustries such s healthcare,
Ansporsaton, finance, and more,
onoerns have anorged reganding cicd
Tplications, data prvacy. and posenmal
rhx associned with these deployment In
SPOse, ANy gover imeres and
sguknocy bodies have 1umed %
wovstive approaches such as “Al
2puknocy sandboses” to strike 3 balance
wtwren fatering Al innosation and
nsue g respons bie devebopment.

‘0 regulate bet not restricc
epalatory sandbaxes bave become &

Whik the incepaon of dae hirst Sormal
regulatory sandbos s otten anreted 1o
o Fimancial Coocdiact Autharity in the
UK, ramercus ocher nathons have
subeaquently introduced or announced
shelar Inkoaves 10 28 5e mnovacions
spanmng varkus industries. Accordrg o
ot froen the Woedd Bank, asof
Nivember 200, theve were
appooamately 73 reguleory sondbooes.
both announced and opesadonal, within
the hnancil sector across 55
mrsdictions. In ladia, ol Snancal sector
veyulatons, incheding the Reserve Bank of
India, Secunithes and Exchiange Board of
badla, lesuece Regelatory aad
Development Authorky of Indiay Penson
Fund Regubatory snd Developrment
Aathority, and Internaional Fioanckd
Services Centre Aunborey. have branched
i suspractive rendaicny saodiosas
Expanding beyond Anance, Xamania has

sandhox peovides o comrobiod
ENMTONTETE (o expeT Imesianon,
offing, arcaduabie indglus into AL
techincdogies copabihnes and toskutoss
widde fostering oo baneon between
Innovarors and rendueors, Addnoaaly k
promotes traosparency and
accopntabiliey by reqpnog parscpants 1o
=

oodels, ad dressag comoems sbowt
opacky and ¢nabling ilored regulimions.
Parthermore, by mandating nsk
sew s nts i wlfegards. the sodho
enoouages respossible bnovation,
g potential socketal impacts of A1
ap plcaions and meTursg a cune of
cthical developmene withm the mdustry,
Artcle §3 of the Baropesn Lnioms Al
Act, has the peuresion of 2 regudatory
sancbox w sest tectnobgy before mabing
it malnacesee, Additoaally, Spain
became the first Exropean cousary o

ATV A0

vihon theough seven working groups. The
latest propesal of the Digatal India Act,
AL abo talics about mgubeng Al by
creaing 3 separate st of e aod
regubations.

Indsr's nperest In regulning AL s
grounded in o muinfaceted approach
smenmpaedng woonomsic ambitions,
ethical comsiderations, b areation,
Indhstr bl transformation, and overall
sockal wdure, As 3 global technology
hub, the chair of the Global Parenerstip
on Astiboal lroelbpence and toe De iy
Decharaion, Rudia apires 1o fosey
Lnovacion In slgument with its oulturd
amd ethieal values, A compeehensdve
regebatory sandbox can be envisoned 10
gwide busnesses, researchers, and
poboymabers, steeriog Al devebogenent
towards sustaimable growth,

Aroguistony saodbos dould oot o

wiewed 25 om appeoach o directly posern

NEXT
1 AS]

Regulatory sandbox refers to live testing of new products
or services in a controlled regulatory environment. It acts
as a "safe space" for business as the regulators may or
may not permit certain relaxations for the limited
purpose of testing.

Regulatory sandboxes have become a significant
instrument in various countries, used to evaluate
innovations within a defined and monitored time frame
while being subject to regulatory oversight and
controlled constraints
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Hepatitis A outbreak
in Kerala: 12 deaths
so far, 4 dists on alert

SHA. U PHILIF
THIR L' &M AN THAPLIFA R
AN 14

BERALA IS sesing ifs wwWorst out-
break of the Hepatitss A wvinss in re-
oent years, with the state report-
ng 1977 confinmed cases and 12
deaths in the Arst four-and-a-half
manths of this year, povermameenit
data shoawed.

Apart from the confirmed
cases, 5,536 suspected cases have
been reported in the state thiis wear.
and 15 moredeaths are suspected
o haree been caused by the vins,

The Hepsatiri s A wanues (HLALT) af-
fiects the Thver, and 5 transmatted
thirough contaminated food amd
wiateT, or through direct contact
wiith an infectous persomn

State Health Mindster Yeena
Geeoree has putout an alert fior the
four districts — Kozhikode,
Malappuram, Thrissur and
Ermakulam — from where the
most number of cases were ne-
ported. “Directions have been is-
sued to strengthen grassroobs-
levvel action plans in thesedistmicts.
Whatersources in allaffected areas
wiill be chilorinated, and restan-
ranits hanre been told to supphy
omdy bodled wabter. Eateries will be
inspected mascertain whetherall
employees hawve mandatory

heealth cards "™ che sxid

Aorording to state health de-
partment data, the number ol
cases reported untill May 13 this
yearis higher than the number re-
ported m thewshole of 2023 1073
cases ], 20X [(F31], 2027 [114])
2020 (454, 2019 (1,520], 2018
(1,359, amnd 3017 B8

Pubslic he=alth exxcpert Dr M A
Arun said the quality of water in
the state has ooame dowwn sizrafi-
cantly im recent years. “H&u
mainhy spreads thooawssh the fae-
s of mfecied persons. In marng,
places, leaky water pipelines gl
exposed to waste pipelines. This
beoormes glaring dhring the surm-
mer, when water supply becomes
ermabc,” he said

DOne of the worst-affecied ar-
eas is Vengoor panchayat in
Ernakulam, wihere arowmd 200
people have been infiected wath
HAV sinece April 17 The panchiayal
has seenonedeath and 41 peopls
are currently in hospital, whene
thee comditiomn of four of them is
said mo be aritical.

Panchayat president Shilpas
Sudheechsaid the health depart-
ment has found that the owe-
break there was caused Ty oon-
taminated water supplied by the
statewater authority: “There was
o proper chlorination of the wa-
wer,” she said.

NEXT
1 AS]

Hepatitis A is an inflammation of the liver caused by the
hepatitis A virus (HAV).

The virus is primarily spread when an uninfected (and
unvaccinated) person ingests food or water that is
contaminated with the faeces of an infected person.
The disease is closely associated with unsafe water or
food, inadequate sanitation, poor personal hygiene and
oral-anal sex.

Infection is common in low- and middle-income
countries with poor sanitary conditions and hygienic
practices, and most children (90%) have been infected
with the hepatitis

There is no specific treatment for hepatitis A. Recovery
from symptoms following infection may be slow and can
take several weeks or months. It is important to avoid
unnecessary medications that can adversely affect the
liver, e.g. acetaminophen, paracetamol.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Indian Express-Health(GSIl)/S&T(GSIIl)-Page 12

New ELIRT variant of the Covid virus — should you worry?

ANKITA UPADHYAY & ANONNA DUTT
NEWDELHLMAY 14

THENEW coronzvirus variant called KF2 -
nicknamed FLIRT — that has been linked to
risingcases ofCovid-19in the United States,
the United Kingdom, and South Korea, has
beenin circulation in ndia snce Noveber
‘023, genormic survedlancedatashomy. About
250 KP2 secquences have been reorted so
far by INSACOXG, the country's genome se-
quencingcansortium.

Whatis the KP2 variant of the Covid- 19
virus?

KP2isadescendant ofthe N1 variantof
the vin. It s a sub-variant f the Omicron
inegze wih new mutations FLIRT the i~
ame of K2, s ased am the etters repre-
SENtng WO imImAne escape mutations that
llow thevirus o evade anfibodies.

Genomicscientist Dr Vinod Scaria said:
“Thesz two mutatians on the spike protein
disrup the majar sites onthe spike protein

where antibodies bind and neutralise the
SARS-CoV-2vinus These mutations alloy the
virusoescape antibadies."

What dothe genomic dataon K12 from
Indiashow?

Alitle mare than halfofthe 250 KP.2
gemomes sequenied by INSACOG - 128 se-
quences — were from Maharashtra, The
highest number of KP.2 sequences were
found inMarch.

India has been reparting the highest
prapartion ofKP.2 sequencesin the warld,
glcbaldata show K2 sequences made up
245 of Covid-19 sequences uploaded by
Indiatnthe Clobal Intiative on Sharing ALl
Influenza iata GISAIDY the workd'slargest
repisitoryof these sequences, ver thelst
Bl days.

Hosweves, . continues tobe the dormi-
niant varian of SARS-CoV-2 in the country,
There were 679 active cases of Covid-191n
India on May 14, accorcing o Linion Heath
Ninisiry data, and one death - in Dielhi -
with Covid was recarded.

(an NP2 cause severe disease?
FLIRT is characterised by its ablity to
evate immunity fromvaccines and previous
infections Jtssymptomsare similar o those
ofeariervariants, inclucing fever, cough -
figue, and digesthe ssues.

Expertsare watchingthe variant cosel,
b they are nat very concemed at the mo-
ment. “These s no need towaiy, Dr Anurag
Agarwal, dean of the Trivedi
School of Binsciencesat Ashoka
University, said. “These |im-

seenbiefom.

The L5 Centersfor Disease Control and
Prevention notesthatthere are currentlyna
indicators uggesting that K2 would cause
more severe liness than other strains.

However,could KP-2 drive up infections?

Yes, FLIRT hias a heightened iransmizsian
rate and ke it parent ALt Ekely o dine
awaveof infections, Dr caria said Also the
infections arelkely o spread silently - be-

EXPLAINED

mune escape] mutations [fke | HEA] TH
the anes on FLIRT] have been W

CaUse Withotsevere symptoms, mos peg-
e are unlikety o ger themselves fested.

DrRajech Chawda senior consulcant. pul-
monology and crifical care at Indraprastha
Apolo Hospitalin Delhi said iven the le-
[ihaod of easy spread of the virus through
respiratory droplets, there is need to tzke
stringent precautions, especially for thase
with a comprormised immune system.

Seniar citzens are vulner-
able to severe llness due o
factors such as age-related
physiological changes, de-
reasedimmune functian and
the presence of comaehidites.
Researchindicates that adults aged 6l and
older, especially thase with pre-existing
medical conditions ke heart disease, lung
disease, diabetes,or cancer,are more ikety
o eperience severe and potentiall fatal
Covic- 19 infections compared to other age
SO,

Peaplevwhoare 65 andokder, arimmung-
comprommized and pregnant women e the
most lnerable.

What arethe symptoms of KF-2
nfection?

This variant, ke many of its Ormicron
predecessars, mainyaffctsthe upperrespi-
ratory tract. There snodocumented differ-
ence n presentations,"Dr Scariasaid.

DrChiwlaaid that those afected report
feverorchil,cough,sam throat congestion
or runny nose, headache, muscle aches, dif
ficuly in breathing, Ftipue, lossoftaste or
smell, brain fog, Feeling less wakeful and
aware, and gastro-intestinal symptams in-
cuing upset stomach, mild diarrhoea, and
VOimiting,

Hospitalsation rates for patients with
thesesymptomstwere ncthigherthan usual
DrChawla aid.

How can infectionbe prevented?
Preventive mezsures are the same & the
oneshat have heen advised sincethe egin-
ning of the Covid outhreal four years agn
Social distancing and the use of well-fitting
Tespiaiors ke N9 Ssor KNG n indoar put-
lisettings protect againstall variants o the

Covid-19vins.

Increased airflow and fkationinindoor
spacesalsohelpreduce the concentration of
viruspartcles. Vilnerable groups and those
[iving in arezs where the infection isin cir-
culation should be especially carefl.

Dowe need booster shotsof Covid-19
vaccings?

Mhost Cowick1vaceings avilatiennndia
areaimed a the iginalvariant ofthevins,
0 arironal shas are unlibely to help.

“In Tate Aprl, the World Health
Oreanisation's Covid vaccing advisary group
afvisad the useof N1 lineage asthe antigen
for upcoming vaccine formulatirs, a the
FLIRT variants are within the JN. family,
Hoswevex thelndianvaccnes arenat updated
withthe 1 variant, and therefore bocster
dosesinIndiaareunlikely tmbeeffectie,” I
Scariasaid.

DrAgarwalsaid that most Indians do not
el a bonster because they have probably
alrmady had repeated infections, inchuding
sllent infections with|N 1.

NEXT
1 AS]

KP.2 and KP1.1 sublineages are descendants of the JN.1
variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus with two new added
spike mutations. They are nicknamed the FLiRT group of
variants (labelled so because of their technical names,
The FLIRT variants, especially KP.2, appear to have
increased transmissibility compared to previous Omicron
sub variants.

The symptoms associated with FLiRT infection mirror
those of other Omicron sub variants, including sore
throat, cough, fatigue, nasal congestion, runny nose,
headache, muscle aches, fever, and potential loss of taste
or smell,"
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WHATIS GPT-40,0PENAI'S LATEST,
MOSTPOWERFULAIMODEL YET

BIJIN JOSE
BEMGALLURL, MAY 14

OPEMAL on Monday introduced its latest
large language moded (LLM) called GFT-
<o, billed asits fastest and most poswerful
Al mode] so far The company claims that
the model will improve its Al chatbot
ChatGPT and make it easier touse.

Until now, Opendd's most advanced
LLM waas GPFT-4, which is ondy available
to paid users. Howsever, the GFT-4o will
be freely available.

Whatis GPFT-407

G- [ o" stamds for Omni’”) hasbeen
developed to enhance human-cormputer
inberactions. It lets users in-
put any combination of text,
audio, and image, and re-
cenve responses in the same
formats. This makes GIFT-4o0
a muldtimodal Al model — a
significant leap from previ-
ous models.

It could assist users with
a variety of tasks, from real-
tirme ranslations to having real-time spo-
ken conversations. Opendl said that the
nenas updated wversion of ChatGPT wall also
have updated memory capabilities, and it
will learn from its previous conversations
with users.

GPT-d4o will be made available o the
pulbdic in stages.

What is the technology behind it'?

©

combination of three different models,
transcription, intelligence, and text-to-
speech, while GFT-4o is a single model
that allows for a more holistic processing
and understanding of inputs. For exam-
ple, GPT-4o0 can understand tone, back-
ground noises, and emotional context in
audio inputs at once. This was a big chal-
lenge for earlier models.

Anather beap is in areas of speed and
efficdency. GPT-4o responds to gueries as
fast a5 a human does in conversation, in
anound 232 to 320 milliseconds.

Wy does all this matber?

The Al race is intensifying. with tech
mants Meta and Google worlang bneards
building reore poneserful LLMs and brimg-
ing them to their products.
GIPFT-4o could prove benefi-
cial for Microsof, which has
invested billions into
Openal, as it can now em-
bed the model in existing
services like its search en-
gimne.

The new model also
came a day ahead of the
Google 1O developer conference, where
Google is expected bo announoe new wp-
dates to its Gemind Al model.

What are GI'T-40's limitations?

On its official blog, Opendl said that
GFT-40 is still in the early stages of ex-
ploring the potential of unified mult-
modal interaction, meaning certain fea-
tures like audio outputs are initially

NEXT
1 AS]

OpenAl introduced its latest large language model (LLM)
called GPT-40 on Monday (May 13), billing it as their
fastest and most powerful Al model so far. The company
claims that the new model will make ChatGPT smarter
and easier to use.

GPT-40 (“0” stands for “Omni” here) is being seen as a
revolutionary Al model, which has been developed to
enhance human-computer interactions. It lets users
input any combination of text, audio, and image and
receive responses in the same formats.

GPT-40 is capable of interacting using text and vision,
meaning it can view screenshots, photos, documents, or
charts uploaded by users and have conversations about
them.

The GPT-40 also features enhanced audio and vision
understanding
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India volatility index
rallies: What does it
mean for investors?

HITESHVYAS
MUMEAL MAY 14

INDA VIX, which is an indicator
of the market's expectation of
volatility over the near term, has
surged past the 21 marke. The rise
in the India VX shows that fiear
among traders or market partic-
ipants on the expected volatility
is miore now as compared to 15
days earlier. Currently, the fear
among the market players is
coming from the outcome of the
ongoing Lok Sabha eledtions.

What is the Volatility
Index?

The violatdity Index, VIX arthe
Fear Index, is a measure of the
market's expectation of volatility
ower the near term. Volatility is of-
ten described as the ‘rate and
magnitude of changes in prices’
andin finance often refemed toas
risk. Usually, during periods of
market volatility, the market
moves steeply up or down and
the volatility index tends to rise.
As wvolatility subsides, the
Volatility Index declines. The
Volatility Index is a

INDIA VIX

B India VX is a volatility
index computed by the
MSE based on the order
book of NIFTY Options

M For this, the best bid-
ask quotes of near and
next-month NIFTY
opitions contracts which
aretraded on the FiO
segment of MSE areused

market volatility over the next 20
calendar days. The higher the
India VIX values, the higher the
expecied volatility and vice versa,
asper M5E

VIX' is a trademark of the
CBOE, and Standard & Poor's has
granted a license to M5E, with per-
mission from the CBOE, to use
such a mark in the name of the
Inclia VIX and fior purposes relat-
ingto the India VI

Why has India VIX
surged?

In May sofar, the India VIX has
risen by around 53 per

= P
measure, of the amount | — | cent to abowe 20. On

Agarwal, Senior Vice President -
Derivatives Research, Kotak
Securities. A high number indi-
cates participants are getting
e cautious anid expect volatil-
ity as the event unfolds.

Indlia VX reflects the expected
volatility and typically nises ahead
of evenis [ike elections that could
have a major impact on the mar-
ket's trajectony. As expectations
of outcome keep changing, VIX
also keeps rising, said Deepak
Jasani, Head of Retail Research,
HDFC securities Lid. "Howewver
this time around though the VIX
has risen, it has risen at a pace
shmwer than in the previous elec-
tions as there wias lower uncer-
tainty about the outcome when
the elections began,” he said.

What is the outlook on
India VIX?

According to Geajit Finandal
Services Chief Market Strategist
Anand James thebehaviorof India
VX now has a lotof similartes to
the period shorthy before the 2019
electoral results announcement.
Then too, markets had come off
peaks in March, and VIX shot up
0 28 6. The main difference is that
prior o this, VIX was ina 20-14

-

NEXT
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* The Volatility Index, VIX or the Fear Index, is a measure
of the market’s expectation of volatility over the near
term. Volatility is often described as the ‘rate and
magnitude of changes in prices’ and in finance often
referred to as risk. Usually, during periods of market
volatility, the market moves steeply up or down and the
volatility index tends to rise. As volatility subsides, the
Volatility Index declines.

* The Chicago Board of Options Exchange (CBOE) was the
first to introduce the volatility index for the US markets
in 1993 based on S&P 100 Index option prices. In 2003,
the methodology was revised and the new volatility
index was based on S&P 500 Index options

India VIX is a volatility index computed by the NSE based on

the order book of NIFTY Options. For this, the best bid-ask

quotes of near and next-month NIFTY options contracts,
which are traded on the F&O segment of NSE are used.
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IndiaSkills 2024: India’s Biggest Skill Competition to Commence in New Delhi
Qver 900 Candidates to Participate in 61 Skills

Posted On: 14 MAY 2024 8:43PM by PIE Delhi

The IndiaSkills Competition 2024 - the country’s bigzest skill competition designed to demonstrafe the highest standards of skilling 55 all sef to commence on 15th
May 2024. The Mirdstry of Skill Development and Entreprenzorship (MSDE) has organised an inauguration ceremony at Yashobhootsi, Dwarka, New Delh which
will witness the participation of over 900 students from more than 30 states and Undon Territories and over 400 industry experts.

The four-day-long Tndia8kills will allow participants to showease their diverse slills and talent on 2 national pletform across 61 shills - from traditional erafs to
cutting-edge technologies. While 47 skills competitions will be held onsite, 14 will be held offsite in Kamataka, Haryana Utter Pradesh, and Gujarat keeping in mind
the availability of beat infrastructure. The students will also participate in 9 exhibition skills such 2 Drone-Film making, Textile-Weaving, Leather-Shoemaking, and
prostheties-makenp.

The students participating in the national-level competition have been trained in [TTs, NSTEs, Polytechnics, mstitutes of engimeering insfitutes of nursing, and
nstitutes of blotechnology. This is a testament to the international-standard training Indian youth are receiving in the extsting skill network.

Witsters of IndiaSkills, with the help of the best industry trainers, will get prepared for the WorldSkills Competition scheduled to take place in Lyon, France in

September 2024, which will bring tozether 1500 competitors from over 70 conniries.

Talking about the event, Shri Aol Kumar Trwari, Secretary, Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) said that the IndiaSkills Competition
opens new evenes of opportunity for the skilled youth, empowering them to dream beyond conventional boundaries and showease their skills on the global stage. It
also celebrates the invaluable role of skills and craftsmanship in nation building, while also symbolising the intrinsie value of dill development in shaping the fitnre
of the nation amidst rapid technological advancements and dynamic global trends, he said.

-
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The IndiaSkills Competition 2024 — the country’s biggest
skill competition designed to demonstrate the highest
standards of skilling is all set to commence on 15th May
2024. The Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has organised an inauguration
ceremony at Yashobhoomi, Dwarka, New Delhi which will
witness the participation of over 900 students from more
than 30 states and Union Territories and over 400
industry experts.

The four-day-long IndiaSkills will allow participants to
showcase their diverse skills and talent on a national
platform across 61 skills — from traditional crafts to
cutting-edge technologies.



