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Archaeologist finds first evidence of rock
art in form of footprints in Mangaluru city

The Hindu Bureau
MANGALURU

The first evidence of rock
art in Mangaluru city has
been found near Boloor
Panne Koteda Babbu Swa-
my shrine, according to T.
Murugeshi, retired Asso-
ciate Professor, Ancient
History and Archaeology,
MSRS College, Shirva.

Mr. Murugeshi said the
rock art is in the form of a
pair of human footprints,
found on a natural stone
boulder near the shrine.
These footprints might
have been created in the
first or second century
A.D.

“This will make us reth-
ink about the origin of Bab-
bu Swamy, a revered le-

Mangaluru. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

gend of the region,” he
said.

This discovery, Mr. Mu-
rugeshi said, is part of the
work of recreating history
of Babbu Swamy, taken up
in association with Minchi-

Rock art in the form of a pair of human footprints was found in

nabavi Kordabbu Trust, Pa-
dubidri, Udupi district.
“This discovery gives a
clue to search for similar
art forms near other
shrines of Babbu Swamy,”
he told The Hindu.

Rock art, he said, is re-
ferred to paintings and
rock paintings, which were
unquestionable - cognitive
evidences of illiterate so-
cieties.

He discovered a rock
site in Buddhanajeddu in
Udupi district in 2009,
which, he said, was an im-
portant rock art site of
coastal Karnataka. In this
site, he found more than
20 footprints on laterite
surface, and it belonged to
the first or second century
A.D. There was evidence of
pottery and stone tools of
neolithic period at the
Buddhanajeddu site.

The rock art form disco-
vered near Babbu Swamy
shrine in Boloor does not
have any relative evidence.
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The first evidence of rock art in Mangaluru city has been
found near Boloor Panne Koteda Babbu Swamy shrine
the rock art is in the form of a pair of human footprints,
found on a natural stone boulder near the shrine.

These footprints might have been created in the first or
second century A.D. “This will make us rethink about the
origin of Babbu Swamy, a revered legend of the region,
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* The world economy is now forecast to grow by 2.7% in
2024 (an increase of 0.3 percentage points from the
forecast in January) and 2.8% in 2025 (an increase of 0.1
percentage points).

* The World Economic Situation and Prospects as of mid-
2024, released, said, “India’s economy is forecast to
expand by 6.9% in 2024 and 6.6% in 2025, mainly driven
by strong public investment and resilient private
consumption
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The Hindu- Environment(GSlil) * The number of endangered Iberian lynx in the wild in

Spain and Portugal has nearly doubled since 2020 to
surpass 2,000 last year,
* The lberian lynx is the world's most endangered feline
species
* listed as Endangered
The Iberian lynx mostly depends on wild rabbits to feed,
* In the early 19th century the Iberian lynx was found in
Spain, Portugal and Southern France
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Back there: A lynx released during the first experimental
reintroduction of two Iberian lynxes in Spain. AFpP

Endangered Iberian
lynx population
doubles in 3 years

Agence France-Presse
MADRID

The number of endangered Iberian lynx in the
wild in Spain and Portugal has nearly doubled
since 2020 to surpass 2,000 last year, the Spanish
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WHY ARE ORCAS SINKING BOATS? ARE
THEY PLAYING, OR ARE THEY ANGRY?

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEWODELHL MAY 17

TWO PEOPLE were rescued on May 12 af-
ter a group of orcas, also known as kaller
whales, sank their 15-metre-long sailing
yvacht in the Strait of Gibraltar, near the
coast of Morocco. The ammmals approached
the yacht and began to slam the hull, dam-
aging the rudder and causing a leak.

This was not an isolated event. Data
by the research group GT Atlantic Orca
(GTOA) show that since 2020 {(when the
rise in targeting of boats was first ob-
served ), there have been more than 700
interactions between orcas and boats —
in some cases, boats sustained critical
damage — near the Strait of Gibraltar.

Owing to the high frequency of the in-
teractions, they have now become a
multinational issue whach inmvolves sc-
entists and officials from Spain, Portugal,
and Morocco, according to a report by The
New York Times.

Despite the growing body of research,
scientists are yet to ascertain why thean-
imals have been targeting the boats —
such behaviour by orcas is unusual, they
have said. However, they have come up
with possibilities: either the orcas are
playing around, or they are reacting to
negative experiences with the boats.

‘Orcas are playing around’
A part of the dolphin family, orcas,

Orcas are highly intelligent and
curious mammals. The \YT

Speaking to the BBC, orca specialist
Renaud de Stephanis said orcas are just
pushing the rudders until they break. “It
i1s agame. Imagine akad of 6, 7 years, wath
a weight of three tonnes. That's it, noth-
ing less, nothing more. .. If they wanted
to wreck the boat, they would break it in
10 minutes’ time."

‘Orcas are attacking boats’

According to thas theory, a traumatic
event must have happened with one or
two orcas, triggering a change intheir be-
haviour, which is being imitated by the
rest of the population near the Strait of
Gibraltar.

There have been some instances of

-
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Two people were rescued on May 12 after a group of
orcas, also known as killer whales, sank their 15-metre-
long sailing yacht in the Strait of Gibraltar, 22.5
kilometres off the coast of Morocco.

The killer whale, also known as orca, is the ocean’s top
predator. It is the largest member of the Delphinidae
family, or dolphins

Found in every ocean in the world, they are the most
widely distributed of all cetaceans (whales and dolphins)
They are one of the most recognizable marine mammals,
with their distinctive black and white bodies

Globally, killer whales occur in a wide range of habitats,
in both open seas and coastal waters.

Killer whales are highly social, and most live in social
groups called pods

Killer whales are found in all oceans. While they are most
abundant in colder waters like Antarctica, Norway, and
Alaska, they are also found in tropical and subtropical
waters. The most well-studied killer whale populations
occur in the eastern North Pacific Ocean
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What happens duringremand hearings? This is whata stuy suggests

EXPERTS EXPLAIN
ZEBASIKORA &
JINEE LOKANEETA

THESUIPREME Court thisweek directed the
release of jaled journalist Prabir
Purkayastha on the ground that due-
processsafeguands were niotfallowed inhis
arestan detention, and that his consity-
fionalrights had been vinlated.

Alfen armest, Purkayastha was produced
beforeadesignated judge early inthe mom-
ing,and sent o seven days police custody.
He was ot given an agportuniy i defend
himelf through Jegal counsel o bis choice,
andniatinfarmed of the grounds of amest &
reired by Articte 221 ofthe Constitution.

Role of the magistrate
The judgmentis arerminderaf theconsti-
tuional rights at stake during irst produc-

tin ani remand,a rical tage n the cim-
inal legal process. But while the judzment
spalightsthe right ofthe accused fo lnow
the grounds o armestto protecttherright o
I and bertyunder vticle 21 itdoes notfo-
cuson the e afthe iy ensue these
saiguands, and to verses police actons

Article 222) saysevery arested person
shall e produced beforea magistrate within
34 hours — this s called “first productian”.
The magisrate julge can authorise further
detentionin police ustody|orintermogion)
orjusical custoeythrough remand hearings.

Thisisnatamechanical procedura tep.
It requires judicial scrutiny to ensure that
statutory and constitutional safeguards are
realsed inleter and spiit.

What happens in court
Anethnagraphic study by Project 394
at Mational Law University Celhi looked at
the everyday functioning of magistrate
courts during regular hours across the six
district court complexes in Delhi over 2
three-month period,including the role of
the miagiirate, lawyers,police, and arrused
The researchers abserved the manner
nwhich the publicinteractian ofthe mag-
istrate,courtroom dynamics, and social -
erarchies influenced the experience of the

accused at first production and emand.
The findings suzgest most magisrates o
ot full el the consifutianaland san-
tory protectionsa irst production and re-
mand Violationssuch a those fagaed bythe
SCin Purkapastha’s case are ot uncomman.

Key findings of the study

IWhile the extent of iniervention and
engagement of magisirates varied, the pro-
ceedings tended i emphasise compliance
onpaper Most magistrates ensured thatthe
Arrestemo~ whichontans information
onthe cirumstances of amest and infima-
tion o amily — and Medico- el Certficate
[MILC)~ based ana medical examinationcf
the accused — were present on fle.

The ohservations suggested that thele-
gl system ackmowledpes that these docu-
s are importank o prodect the acrused
from llegal detention and torture in this
vulnerable phasein custody.

However, the paperwork may nat al-
viays be comprehensive or even an aocu-
raterecordcfthe experienceofthearrused

For instance, Arrest Memo was often
filled inside thecourtroom, with officersat
times asking the accused about details of
their family minutes before production.
This meant thatintimationto family, which

i5 4 ruial safeguard inthe arest process,
wias not meaningfully realised.

I Magistrates rarely inderacted with the
accused maonlirm herexperience withthe
information provided in the documents.
Meaningfil intecactions with the accused
and therlawyers and Gmily on questions of
agg, irumetanicesand grounds of amest and
expenienceincusindyiscrudaltnensure that
the consfintional rights of the accused are
fullyrealiced during the proceedings.

The study foundthat violations were of
e ignored or comected inthe paperwark,
without consideration of s consequences
orimpact on the rights of the accused. At
first production,standand explanations for
njuries — accilentor publichesting — were
ustially accepeed without further inquiry.

I There s o standreformat for Ammest
Memoor MLC whichaddsto e lackof -
ityabout heinformation necessary o ensure
therightsaf the accused areprotecied There
are also gaps i the forms — for example, in
the Arvest Memo in usein Delbi there i no
columinfor age andany incuiryin this regard
iseft o the discretion of the magisrate.

The Supreme Court's emphasis on the
distinetion between the formal reastns far
arrest - often includedinthe Arrest Mermo
- and meaningful communication of the

grounds of amest in writing, highlight an-
other aspect where the presence of the
Amest Mema alane i no adequate confir-
mation ofdue-process rightsof he acrused

Legal representation
It was ohserved that most production
hearings taok place withoutlegalrepresen-
tation forthe accused, with magistrates ot
intervening i secure the accused sright.
Remand awyers, 2 cateory of egal aid
counse who are appointed to ensure de-
fence representation at the preiral stage,
were generally absent from the court.
Whereremand avyers were present they
wiere Farely gven the opportunity o con-
sultwith the client and seek instructions.
Very fewintervened and pressed anyargu-
ments on behalfof the accused.
WhileLwyers ashed for acopy of the FIR,
theyrarely sought acopyofthe Amest Mema
or MLC, mwhich theaccused senfided.
Purlayastha’s caseillustraes thatocca-
sionally remand counsel may be imvited to
represent the accused a5 a way to bypass
the right o the accused o thercwn private
counselinviolation of Article 221}

Structural barriers
8 First procuction and remand progeed-

ingsdho ot even appezr inbe accorded proper
fime nthe daiyworkload ofthemagistrate
These matters are heard a andom, fogether
with orin between other proceecings

I Theheavy workload of magistrates,
and a perception that retrial proceedings
areunimpartant, might ead tomagistrates
it treatingevery production matter s war-
ranting careful inquiry. Production matters
areniot even mentioned n the causelit,the
mast publicly visible document of the
courts schedule. This is ot the only cate-
gory of matters thatis excluded - but the
exciusion does undermine the substante
importanceafthis procedural reuirement.

I The ack of publicy available record
orschedule ofpretrial remand matters, and
the overreliance on communication with
the palice for informatian on productions
from palice custody, causes confision for
lawyersand family of the accused and com-
pramises the rights ofthe accused.

Sikorn s Semior Aoy, Project 2,
NI Dl Lokametn i Frafessor o Toliical
Scence and Intemnational Relatons, Drew
Universicy, LS4, They led th irs-ofifs-
kindstudy, Magismates é Constitutional
Protections: An Efggyephic Sy of Firs
Production and Remandin et Cours’
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The Supreme Court directed the release of jailed journalist
Prabir Purkayastha on the ground that due-process
safeguards were not followed in his arrest and detention,
and that his constitutional rights had been violated.

* He was not given an opportunity to defend himself
through legal counsel of his choice, and not informed of
the grounds of arrest, as required by Article 22 (1) of the
Constitution.

Do you know ?

The right to be informed about the grounds of arrest flows

from Article 22(1) (an arrested person shall be informed of

the grounds of arrest and allowed to consult a lawyer of his
or her choice) of the Constitution and any infringement of
this fundamental right would vitiate the process of arrest
and remand,”

Article 22(2) says every arrested person shall be produced

before a magistrate within 24 hours — this is called “first

production”. The magistrate/ judge can authorise further
detention in police custody (for interrogation) or judicial
custody through remand hearings.
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Two Opposition leaders — Communist Party of India
(Marxist) General Secretary Sitaram Yechury and All India
Forward Bloc leader G Devarajan — were asked to make
certain changes to their speeches made on Doordarshan
and All India Radio (AIR) during the allocated broadcast
time in the run up to the ongoing Lok Sabha elections.
Recognised political parties have been allowed to freely
use state-owned television and radio during polls since
the 1998 Lok Sabha elections. The ECI decides how much
time each recognised national and state party will be
allotted prior to the start of the election campaign.
National parties, all put together, get a minimum of 10
hours of telecasting time on Doordarshan’s national
channel, and at least 15 hours on its regional channels.
They also get 10 hours of broadcasting time on the
national hook-up of AIR and 15 hours of broadcasting on
regional AIR stations. State parties, all put together, get a
minimum of 30 hours of telecasting time on the
appropriate regional Doordarshan channel and AIR radio
station.
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-+ They reviewed the progress on various bilateral defence

Mty of Defce | cooperation initiatives and identified means to further
- I - - - - ! enhance cooperation in these areas, articulating steps in
12th India-Mongolia Joint Working Group meeting to bolster bilateral defence fies : N P [ " ’ i g thp
held in Ulaanbaatar : IS direction. botn sides also excnanged views on the

; current geopolitical situation.

Posted On. 17 MY 2024 02040 by PB ehi | India enjoys age-old historical, cultural and civilisational
he 12° Joint Wrking Group (TWG) meeting befween the Defance Ministries of India and Mongolia took place in Ulaanbaatar on May 16-17, 2024. The meeting was co- I ties wit h M on go I Ia. B ot h countries reg d rd €ac h ot h €r as
haired by Joint Secratary, MoD), India Shri Amitabh Prasad and State Secrstary of MoD), Mongolia Brigadier General Gankhuyag Davagdor. India's Ambassador to I ’S p| rlt ua | N e | g h b ou rs' . | nt h em Od ern t| mes, va | ues | | ke
Tongolia Shri Atul Malkari Gotsurve also atfended the meeting. | d f d d k t h I d t h t
huring the TWG, both sides expressed satizfaction at the ongoing defence cooperation between the two covntries. They reviewed the progress on vatious bilateral defence I € m ocra Cy’ reedom and market econo my O € two
ooperation initiatrves and identified means to forther eniance cooperation in these areas, articulating steps in this direction. Both sides also exchanged views on the current 1 nations c | oser.
eopolitical situation. I
e Joint Secretary highlizhted the potential of the capacity & capability of the Indian defence industry, and looked forward to a fruitfl partnership with the Armed Forces |
f Mongolia. The Mongolian side exuded confidence in the capacity & capability of the Indian industry. Both sides also acknowledged the srowing ties between the two I
outries. I
he Toint Secretary & the Indian Ambassador also called on Deputy Defence Minister of Mongolia Mr B Bavarmagnai, and discussed bilateral cooperation issues. The I
elegation vizited a fraining extablishment in Ulaanbaatar and reviewed the ongoing engagements. I
adiz enjoys age-old historieal, cultural and civilisational ties with Mongolia Both countries regard each other as *Spiritual Neighbours”. In the moders times, values like I
emocracy, freedom and market econory hold the two nations closer .
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