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Tamil Nadu sanctions

release of 1,229 cr.
for rural jobs scheme

While 392178 cr. is Central aid for MCNREGA, 330726 cr. is State goves

share: Centre had raised wages under scheme by 325 per worker per day

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

he Tamil Nadu go
vernment has re-
cently accorded

sanction to release 31,229
crore for the Mabatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) scheme [or
2024-25. While ¥921.78
crore (75%) is the Central
assistance for the scheme
(material component),
TINT.26 crore {(25%) is the
State government’s share,
according to a government
order issued in this regard.

Earlier this vear, the Go
vernment of India had in
creased wages under the
MGNREGA by 325 per
worker per dav. In March
this year, the Central Em-
powered Committee ap
proved “20 crore person
days™ under the labow
budget for Tamil Nadu for
2024-25. The Government

Lifeline: In March this year, the Union govarnment approved 2319

per person per day under MGNREGS for T.N. workers. FILE 2+0TD

of India had, that month,
approved I319 per person
per day under the scheme
for workers in Tamil Nadu.

The "work week” under
the MGNREGA begins ev
ery Thursday and ends the
following Wednesday, and
works are taken up in clus-
ters within a village. The
wages for unskilled labowr
under this scheme have
been fixed based on the Ru-
ral Schedule of Rates. The

wage was increased to 1294
per worker per day trom
April 2023. Funds for the
scheme has three compo
nents — wage for unskilled
labour (for which 100% of
the tunds are provided by
the Union government}, for
civil works material {the
Centre gives 75% of funds,
State, 25%), and for salary
and other expenditure (the
Centre gives 100% of
funds).

-

NEXT
1 AS]

The Tamil Nadu government recently accorded sanction
to release 1,229 crore for the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) for 2024-25.

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (Mahatma Gandhi NREGS) is a demand driven
wage employment Scheme and funds are released
State/UT on the basis of “agreed to” Labour Budget and
performance of the States during the year.

It provides at least one hundred days of guaranteed
wage employment in every financial year to every
household whose adult members volunteer to do
unskilled manual work.

It requires that priority be given to women in such a way
that at least one-third of the beneficiaries be women.
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Why is the European Union probing
Facebook and Instagram?

T Fraeaan b tawand i s o rad e B deck esd bedagrssacoos oo s caid g e ok and apmgs toin”

NEXT
[1[A|S]

The European Union opened fresh investigations into
Facebook and Instagram over suspicions that they're
failing to protect children online, in violation of the bloc's
strict digital regulations for social media platforms.
The DSA regulates online intermediaries and platforms
such as marketplaces, social networks, content-sharing
platforms, app stores, and online travel and
accommodation platforms. Its main goal is to prevent
illegal and harmful activities online and the spread of
disinformation. It ensures user safety, protects
fundamental rights, and creates a fair and open online
platform environment.
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The Hindu- S&T(GSIII)-Page 18 ! Parkinson disease (PD) is a brain condition that causes

. . . - problems with movement, mental health, sleep, pain and
Balancing two forms of SNCA protein ;| other health issues.

could help manage Parkinson’s I PD gets worse over time. There is no cure, but therapies and
. medicines can reduce symptoms. Common symptoms

A sobucion beesaod on e SNCA peokein is mone desiralie becase iewill offer o mone sustainatie resolution 1

- include tremors, painful muscle contractions and difficulty
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S ' The disease usually occurs in older people, but younger
"ﬂ" & i : people can also be affected. Men are affected more often
T . than women.
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Nucleosynthesis: the element factory

Karthik Vinod

Stellar nucleosynthesis is the
process by which stars forge
elements inside their cores

The anly element not formed in
this weay is hydrogen, the most
abundant and lightest element
in the universe: it was formed in
the initial aftermath of the Big
Bang.

The cores of stars have
crushing pressures and
temperature. For example, the
sun's core temperature is about
15 million degrees C. In these
harsh conditions, the nuclei of
atoms undergo nuclear fusion.

The hydrogen nucleus is just
one proton. Inside the care,
these nuclei come together to
form helium nuciel (two protens
and two neutrons). This is the
p-p {short for proton-proton]
process.

In more massive stars,
however, stellar nucleosynthesis
treads a different path — one
dictated by the availability of
energy. More massive stars have
a higher core temperature.

Tke cores of stars hawe cnushing prossunes ard
temperature. Representatyve image. GeTTy
INSGES ISTOCKPHOTO

return increases its temperature,
triggering nuclear fusion yet again. This
process goes back and forth until the star
starts to produce iron in its core. lron is
the lightest element for which fusion

Elements heavier than iron can only be
synthesised outside a star when it goes
supernova.

-

NEXT
[1/A|S]

4

Nucleosynthesis is the creation of new atomic nucle
centers of atoms that are made up of protons
and neutrons. Nucleosynthesis first occurred within a
few minutes of the Big Bang.

» Stellar nucleosynthesis is the process by which stars

forge elements inside their cores.

Nucleosynthesis requires a high-speed collision, which
can only be achieved with very high temperature. The
minimum temperature required for the fusion of
hydrogen is 5 million degrees
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Rs 100 cr—a 3rd of MPLAD funds still unutilised

ANKITAUPADHYAY

NEWDELH,MAY 13

INTHE last 10 years, Lok Sabha
members elected from Delhi's
seven constituencie
utilised Rs 100
entitied Rs 3115 cror
der the Member
local Area

MPAD)  scheme. The
Parliamentarians were unableto
| rore from the central

spend Rs 19
dispersed by

The MPL?
was setup by the Centrein 1993
toenable MPs to recommend

s Chandni Chowk MP Harsh Vardhan recommended 364

projectsbut only 98 were completed. Arhive

remainedunreleased Outof the

developmental works for cre- - amount that they received, the
ation of assets and amenitiesin -~ MPsw able to spend R

nking wate,

sectors such as g
i N, public

y educ

health, sanitation and roads.  n 201

Each MPis entided toRs 5 crore

annually, released in two equal
instalments. This meansthatthe  crore wh

MPshaveRs 25 crore at thelr dis-
posal, which are tobe spent over
five years. Howeser, the period
[ 2019-2024 saw the entile-
ment of the MPs reducing from
Rs 25 crore to Rs 17 crore due to
Covid pandemic.

Duringthelast 10 years,every
MP representing the seven Delhi
constituencies has been from the
uling Bharatiya janata Party (BP .

How does the

16,82 crore on any project
17th Lok Sabha, elected

crore from2019-2024 duetothe
Covid pandemic and the fund
disbursal remained suspended
from April 6,2020 to November
9,2021; nofunds were allocated
to the scheme for financial year

re-  developmental pi
¢  thatthe funds are

only candidate in Delhé who has
een giventicket by the BjPagain

Anofficialinvoived intheim-
ation of the MPLAD
scheme saxd that an MPs initia-
tion and active partic
required so that

then actively monitor the peoj-
ets 50 that they are completed
Otherwise, the money isn't dis-

17 bursed, the officlal added

“The rule says that you have
o propose your set of demands
to the Centre's Ministry of
Finance  (Department  of
Expenditure forthe set projects,
without which money will not

ppe-  bedishursed,” the official said.

As perthedetals avallableon

HOW DELHI MPs PERFORMED

%t WORKUNDERTAKEN (IN2019-24)

Tots works recommended - WTotal workscompletsd W% of work completed

o' © 9
am LA % am

T 0

1% 187% 171%
154
- L]
58 0 m 66
& . 1 v 1B 1
=5 e = ] -
Ramesh Hans Raj Harsh Gautam  ParveshSahib ~ Meenakshi Manoj
Bidhuri Hans Vardhan Gambhir Singh Lekhi Tiwari

16THLOK SABHA (201

Nl

4-2019)

DrHarshVardhan  Chandni Chowk Rs25¢r LAY 0 Rs030¢r
DrUditRa) Northwest Delhi (SC) - Rs3750cr | Rs3750cr 0 RsOler
Mahelsh Glrrl EastDelhl Rs25¢r Rs25er 0 Rs03cr
Manoj Tiwarl Northeast Dethi Rs25cr LAY 0 Rs010c
Parvesh SahibSingh - West Dethi Rs25¢r Rs250r 0 Rs018cr
RameshBidhurt ~ © SouthDelhi Rs25¢r Rs25er 0 Rs028cr
Meenakshilekhi  New Delhi Rs25¢r Rs2250cr + Rs250cr Rs146cr
17THLOK SABHA (2019~ 2024)

DrHarshVardhan : Chandni Chowk Rs22er Rs750cr ¢ RsMS0cr  Rs-B2r
Hans Ra) Hans Northwest Delhi(SC) - Rs1700cr ~ RsS00cr = RsRar Rs-8.53cr

Rs3.28cr

Rs0l6cr
0

HoAAY

NEXT
1 AS]

The MPLADS is a scheme that was set up by the Centre in
1993 to enable MPs to recommend developmental works
for creation of assets and amenities in sectors such as
drinking water, primary education, public health,
sanitation and roads.

Each MP is entitled to Rs 5 crore annually, released in
two equal instalments. This means that the MPs have Rs
25 crore at their disposal, which are to be spent over five
years.

However, the period of 2019-2024 saw the entitlement
of the MPs reducing from Rs 25 crore to Rs 17 crore due
to Covid pandemic.
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Green credits: Govt
nod to 12 projects, 24
under consideration

NIKHIL GHANEKAR

NEWDELHIL LAY 13

THE CENTRE has approved 12
greening projects under the
Green Credit Program (GCP)L
which was notified Last year as a
market-based mechanism de-
signed o incentivize voluntary
emvironmental actions across di-
verse sectors, officials aware of
the developrment said.

Estimates of 24 plans submit-
ted by different state forest de-
partmenis are under considera-
tiom, theoffidals said

The government has been
pusshineg the public-sector under-
talkings | PSLis) o take a bead inreg-
istering forthe programme, espe-
cialby in mining heavy states, and
isdeveloping guidelines for third-
party verification of projects un-
der the scheme, sources added.

The GCP notified on Ocober
13, 2023, seeks voluntary partid-
pationin “emvirnmental positive
actions" such as afforestation, wa-
Ler ConServathon, Waste manage-
ment among others from PSUs,
private indusiries, non-profts and
individuals. The GLs governance

I Verification
® mechanism

THE INDHAN Councill of
Forestry Research and
Educaton is WAOTECINGE O
evolhing amechanism fior
third-pary verification of
greening projects. The
cound is lookdng at.a
timeline of anather
rmanth o finalise a draft
o third-party verification
and if stalkeehalders who
register under the scheme
could be mcluded in the
rmanitoring panel

EXPLAINED

platform. The greening activities
will happen on degraded land
parcels and state forest depart-
ments haveidentified over 100000
hectares of degraded Land sofar.
Orverthe past few rmanths, the
Environment Ministry has held
meetings with the PSUs to push
fior regestration under the initia-
tive, with a special focus initally

a mechanssmm for third-party ver-
ification of greening projects,
sources from the government
boddy said. “wWe are booking at a
timedine of another month o fi-
nalise a drafit on third-party veri-
fucation. We are also deliberating
on whether stakeholders who
regiser under the scherme shouwld
be included in the monitoring
comumittes,” the sounce said.

Under the green credit nules,
the ICFRE can deern an entity a
‘designated agency’ to carmy out
verification of activitkes execuited
under the programme. Disouss-
ions are alsoundenvay on evaly-
ing.adefinite mechanismon link-
ing the green credits to the
compensaory afforestation com-
plianceof indusimes, 2 sendor gm-
ernment official said.

Thie GCP has provided for -
changing the credits meeting
campliance of compensatory af-
forestation. This refers to the
legally mandated afforestaton
that imd ustries and gove miment
agencies have to undertake on
nor-forest land equivalent tothe
size of forests that are felled.

Speaking onregistration seen
under thee GO so far, senior forest

-

[\
NEXT

Green Credit Program (GCP )notified on 13th Octobe E'IE

2023 is an innovative market-based mechanism designed
to incentivize voluntary environmental actions across
diverse sectors, by various stakeholders like individuals,
communities, private sector industries, and companies.
The GCP's governance framework is supported by an
inter-ministerial Steering Committee and The Indian
Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE)
serves as the GCP Administrator, responsible for program
implementation, management, monitoring, and
operation.

In its initial phase, the GCP focuses on two key activities:
water conservation and afforestation.
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ining in Sariska

SChasbeen tryingtostopillegal mining inand around Sariska tiger reserve since 1991, It has been thwarted
for reasons that include uncertainty about the reserve's borders. A new order presents another opportunity

JAY MAZOOMDAAR

NEWDELH MAY19

THE SUPREME Court has ordered the
Rajasthan government toshutter 68 mines op-
exating withina 1-kalometre periphery of the
critical tiger habitat (CTH) of the Sanska re-
serve, The order, passed on May 15, is the lat-
estof many attempes by the country'stop court
since the 1990s to hak the mining of marble,
dolomite, and limestonein Sariska in violation
of laws. Both the Wildile Protection Act, 1972
and Environment Protection Act, 1986 protebit
quamyinginand around a tiger reserve.

In the 19905

InMay 2005, the SCordered the (Bl toin-
vestigate the disappearance of tigers from
the reserve in the Aravalli roughly halfway
between Delhi and Jaipur. That was almost
adecade and a half after the court first took
up the issue of llegal mining in Sariska.

In October 1991, in a PIL filed by a local
NGO, the SC issued aninterim order that "no
miningoperationof any nature shall be car-
nedoninthe protected area” of Sariska, and
set up a fact-finding committee under the
chairmanship of Justice M L Jain, a retired
Judge of the High Court.

Based on a “traced map provided by the
Forest Department,”the jain Committee found
1992 that the progected areas covered “about
8005 km", InApril 1993, the SC ordered the
clostre of 262 mines within that area.
Inthe 20005

Ten years later, the Central Empowered
Committee(CEC) ofthe SC submitted a damn-

int rannrt an minina arannd tha lami

Adquarryin operation in the core area of the Sariska tiger reserve. oy Mazoomdoar

side the 100-metre periphery of the sanctu-
ary. The state stuck to the 100-metre regula-
tion in its draft Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) no-
tification for Sartska in 2011,

Meamwhile, in january 2002, the Indian
(now National) Board for Wildlife had pro-
posed to notify areas within 10 km of na-
tional parks and sanctuaries as ESZs. But af-
ter several state governments expressed
concems, the Board had asked them, in May
2005, to identify suitable areas and submit
proposals for site-specific ESZs.

After many states falled to respond, the
SCintervened in December 2006. The court
warned that if the states failed to respond
within four weeks, it might have to consider
the original plan of ESZs of 10-km width.

Inthe 2010s

In Sontamhar M7 tha 'R cihmittad 3

Ing that 21 of the country’s 662 national
parks and sanctuaries were et to submit ESZ
proposals even 12 years after the deadline
had passed, the court ordered that 10-km
belts around them be declared ESZs.

In the 2020s

Afterthe 2003 CEC report, several miners
Joined the case concerning Sariska's jamua
Ramgarh sanctuary. The apex court finally
ruled on the matter in June 2022 It crdered
ESZs of a minimum width of 1 km for all na-
tional parks and sanctuaries, but limited it to
500 metres for Jamua Ramgarh sanctuary as
a"“special case” with some leniency.

After multiple abjections to this one-sze-
fies-all approach, howeer,the SC modified the
2022 onder in Aped 2023, The modified order
left the specifics of ESZs to the Centre and the

erata and farvicead an mining — nmhibin it

for the areas lost to such concessions, rev-
enue villages are alleged to have been arbi-
trarily included in the tiger reseqve, imping-
ingon the rights of residents.

Adecadle after Sartska became a tiger re-
senvein 1978, Rajasthan issued mining leases
inside the reserve tomany who had obtained
no-objection certificates {NOCs) from the
then field director of Sariska, even though he
did nothave any authority toissuesuch NOCS.

11993, Rajasthan's proposal to compen-
sate for these liegal mines by adding 5.5 km
of revenue kand to the reserve was rejected
by the SC. But the ‘swap’ happened anyway,
according to two retired forest officials who
have served in the Alwar district.

Uncertain boundaries

The area statement records submitted to
the SCin 1993 did not tally with the accom-
panying map. The discrepancies were so
glaring that the surveyorwas constrained to
add a face-saver on the map: *Prepared by
me as per the direction of FD (Forest
Department), P { Project Tiger) Sanska.”

In 1999, the Sariska management
claimedto havelost several land records. The
forest bosses in Jaipur then borrowed the
saud records from the Revenue Department,
which in 2003 claimed these documents
were never returned.

In August 2008, when Rajasthan ap-
proached the Survey of India to undertake
the demarcation work in Sariska, the then
state forest head wrote in a letter that “the
exact boundary, including the locationof pil-
lars, s not known”, Survey of India backed
out ofthejob because Rajasthan falledto pro-
vide refiable maps and records.

In tha sheanco of dom aratad heund ardac

NEXT
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The Supreme Court has ordered the Rajasthan
government to shutter 68 mines operating within a 1-
kilometre periphery of the critical tiger habitat (CTH) of
the Sariska reserve.

Both the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and Environment
Protection Act, 1986 prohibit quarrying in and around a
tiger reserve.
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President's Secretariat

PRESIDENT OF INDIA PAYS FLORAL TRIBUTES TO NEELAM SANJIVAREDDY
ON HIS BIRTHANNIVERSARY

Posted On: 19 MAY 2024 4:22PM by PIB Delhi

The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu paid floral tributes to Shri Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, former President of India, on his birth anniversary at Rashtrapatt Bhavan

today (May 19, 2024),

NEXT
1 AS]

Neelam Sanjiva Reddy served as the sixth President of
India from July 25, 1977, to July 25, 1982. Born on May
19, 1913, in lllur, Andhra Pradesh,

He took part in the Civil Disobedience Movement

Reddy was elected as the President of India in 1977.
Notably, he was the first person to be elected to this high
office unopposed.
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WMinistry of Defence

INAUGURATION OF UMEED NIKETAN BY PRESIDENT AIR FORCE FAMILY
WELFARE ASSOCIATION

Posted On: 18 MAY 2024 1:14PM by PIE Delhi

Mrs. Neeta Cheudhari, President Air Force Family Welfare Association visited Base Repair Depot Air Force Palam on 17 May 24 and inavgurated Umeed Niketan, an
advaniced Therapy Centre for children with special needs. Mrs. Neeta Chavdhari and other esteemed dignitaries were recefved by Air Commodore Harsh Babl, Air Officer
Commanding, Depot and Wing Commander (Mrs) Reena Bahl (Retd) President Air Force Family Welfare Association (Local). The Umeed Niketan has been concefved
and conceptualized to create 2 nurturng environment where children with special neads can think grow and learn to develop life skills through recreational activities
tailored to their unique abilities. From sensory explorational, speech therapy to adaptive sports and interactive itmersive experience, the center offers diverse range of
programemes designed to promote physical, emotional and social well being of special children. The Umeed Niketan would cater to nearly 33 specially abled children who
ate helped by a dedicated team of trained special educators. The tnanguration was held in a befitting manner and was attended by all the regional Presidents of Air Foree
Family Welfare Associations from zcross the country. [n addition, spouses of all senior Air Marshals from Delhi area were also present to withess this heartwarming
inanguration. This speciz] event underscores [AF's ongoing commitments for improving the facilities for the welfare of the Air Force families.

Umeed Niketan, an advanced Therapy Centre for
children with special needs.

The Umeed Niketan has been conceived and
conceptualized to create a nurturing environment where
children with special needs can think, grow and learn to
develop life skills through recreational activities tailored
to their unique abilities.



