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ICMR distances itself from
BHU's study on Covaxin

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELM

The Indian Counctl of Med
ical Rescarch (ICMR) has
diszanced itse¥ from a Ban-
aras Hinduo Uiniversiny
(BHLU) study for “incorrect
Iv™ associating it with an
obscrvational study on the
side-effects of COVIDS
vaccine Covanan.

The ICMR said the o
cently publishod rescarch
papor titked “"Long torm sa
fery analyvsis of the HNIVIS2
COONavirnes VarCine m
adolescents and  adults
fndings from a onc ycar
prospoctive study in Nogth
Iodin ™ was proosr by designesd
with  crinical flaws, and
askoed why &t should not
take kegal and administra
tive action for these lapsces

In its jetter 1o the re-
searchers, the MR said
had not provided any H
nancial or sechnical sup
port for the research
MOMR Director-General Ra-
jiv Bahl called the paper
“poourly desiggned”, and
sadd it "mmcorrectly  and
misleadingly™ acknowleds
es financial or technical
support from the ICMR.
“ICMR cannot be associat
ed with this poorly de
signed study,” the letter
s

“We the suthors would
like to state thae all com

The ICMR saad & has nol giver

any financial or techmical
support for the sesecarch

mueniearhons received by us
fronmm HOMR aoe rreated with
UMOoOSt ICSpoCct as conf
dential. Wi Bave alrcady
mailcd the DG ICMR with
Copy 1o the Director, IMS
We do oot wish 10 maks
any othor statcments as wo
arc scientists and do not
likc getting imvolved In un
necessary public contro-
versies ™ the marhors of the
papcer informed The
Hindu

In a press release on
Monday, BHU noted thae
the "university has taken
note of a study In Cconnec
tion with Covaxin after-of
fects and a series of reac
wons in that regard™.

“We are aware of the
commumnication made by
the TCMR 1o the concerned
individuals. The Institute
of Medical Scences is ook
ing into the muurer. It is al
so working on further

strengthening and improw-
g Its research ecosvs
em,” the BHU sald,

The ICMR has directed
BHU o mmediately re
move the “acknowledse
ment 1o ICMR™ for the stu-
dy and publish an evratum

"We bave abo noticed
that you have similarly ack
nowledged MR iIn similas
previons papers withoas
permission. Measce oxplain
why ICMR shoulkd not sock
kegal and  adiministrative
AT HPSATIRES | voue,"* "
noted.

In its ictrer, the ICMR
Bsted out arscal Haws with
the study and said that &
did net hawe a4 controd
groun of uwnwacceinated in-
dividuals o prove that the
side ciects were  indoecod
associated with vacana
rion. Also & did not men-
thon how frequently these
AUAVOrsSC ovemts  wore e
ported by the sample pop
ulation 1o establish thae
they were associtared with
vaccination. &t said the sta-
dy tool was ot consistent
with the definition of “ad
verse events of special in
terest” thae is globally ac-
cepted, and the responses
of the participants were re
corded one year after i
munisation without verih
cattbon of any clinical
records or physician exam
mation

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the
country’s apex body for formulation, coordination, and
promotion of biomedical research, has distanced itself
from the ‘poorly designed study’ of the Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) wherein it raised concerns on the safety
of the Indian-developed Covid-19 vaccine, Covaxin.
COVAXIN, India’s indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by Bharat
Biotech is developed in collaboration with the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - National Institute
of Virology (NIV).

The indigenous, inactivated vaccine is developed and
manufactured in Bharat Biotech's BSL-3 (Bio-Safety Level
3) high containment facility.

The vaccine is developed using Whole-Virion Inactivated
Vero Cell derived platform technology



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu-Environment(GSlil)-Page 18

el e SeiE) roateat o Mactasacis der

gy 21 madleces younrh Sy SEUTERS

The baobab's
fOwurney fromi
Madagascar
o Africa and
Awustralia

Lewuitews

Flws s Hals sree i85 5 Aatine ive ssahw oen
n,-—'.;-»ds e W ihheass oS oo wor texd
srasscives arc oaflcoss Suarirwgs JA_ <dry

A SR, (h- v e ol ;l_-nr ol ‘-,--‘-
TRAMmAMTINng frown & ook ks, e kiinge 0
C% Lt L o srmTiencrve Prmd sariewT 1l 1w
s thee grescrrc], Thiprgoesdt 11 om Tx el
uxxu:'—.r:\_xl back inoo cihw ot
El...tt_.)- Oorpmirys arwd BEastosy of thac
Al copsraed ixn ‘-M.,_LA...A «:l-_x,.:

- . .

T
LY = i Aomstraiia . ase Treeear Ssorrrme=t Ty
r sty Bl —:u»q" ] - T e—— —
L.r‘“~l 8 2 \.—‘,-mh' ATl o all < n
c‘::r;,:—.x.o_l SPocies 2wl as oc oozl
st g '-x:l:.-_:». al dann
n azoduals Mrseme o0 = =l

MiacEasoeecar voagsinty 22T oilliecery yecurs

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

The baobab lineage originated in Madagascar roughly 21
million years ago and reached Africa and Australia
sometime in the past 12 million years, the researchers
found. Madagascar, an island off Africa’s southeastern
coast, is a biodiversity hot spot and home to unusual
flora and fauna.

Baobabs, found in dry savannah habitats, provide food,
shelter and nesting sites for wildlife. Their fruits also
provide nutrients and medicines for people, and the
leaves are edible. The trees produce large, sweet-
smelling flowers whose sugary nectar attracts nocturnal
pollinators as well as two types of primates, lemurs in
Madagascar and bush babies in Africa.
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North Sea energy frms look bevond UK after tax squeeze

Dl oifields, divesting as: pay"  spokesperson for  ations with the UK. assets ~ Sfel stimate thatover the

it $ets to smalle producers the UK. Treastrysad. ~—— of faly's En remalning lfespan of the
stch as Harbour Energy, The tax wiped outmost ——“Whenyou have afiscal - North Sea basin, & higher

Reuters Ithaca Energy and Serica profis for producers last — challenge, the bigger you  tax rate and removal of the
LONDON Energy. year and many, including  are the stronger youare”  investment  llowance

These independent ol - S
North $ea ofland gas pro- - and gas producers are now
ducers are merging and  looking furthe afield and |
shifting overseas a5 Bri- - merging to cut costs and
s windfall tax sashes — oostrevenue,
profits and as the opposi- ~“Unfortunately, the UK.
fion Labour Party threa: — government has urned the

Harbour Energy, the lar-  Ithaca's Myerson sad, ad:  would ower investment by
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North Sea oil and gas producers are merging and shifting
overseas as Britain’s windfall tax slashes profits
Neighboring countries: Great Britain (Scotland and
England),Netherlands, Belgium, France,Norway, Denmark
and Germany.

The North Sea connects to the Atlantic Ocean via

the English Channel in the southwest and the Baltic

Sea in the east via the Kattegat and Skagerrak straits.
The North Sea is the mouth of the rivers such

as Rhine and Elbe.The Sea hosts two of the world’s
largest ports i.e. Hamburg and Rotterdam.
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SII ships 1st set of malaria vaccine doses to Africa

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
FUNE, MAY 20

SERLIM [NSTITUTE of Inaia (S0,
workd's largest manufaciurer of
vaccines by number of doses,
marked a significant milestong
on Maonday with the shipment
of the first set of R21 Matriz-M
malaria vaccine to seven-eight
countries in Africa,

Clase o half-a-million chil-
dren die of malaria each year in
Africa, according to the World
Health Organisation [WHO. The
low-cost, high-efficacy
P21 {Matriz-M mialaria vaccine
wias developed by the University
of Oxford and 511 leveraging
Movava's adjuvant techinology.

The vaccine has demaon-
strated high efficacy with a reas-
suring safety profile and the
B2 {Matriz-M vaccine is the
serond malaria vaccine to be au-
thorised for use in children in
malaria-endemic regions.

While 5l has manufactured
25 million doses, Adar

US envoy to India Eric
Garcett and 50 CEO Adar

Poonawalla flag off the
vaccine shipment in Pune
on Monday. Arul Horizon

Poonawalla, CEO, S, said they had
a productoncapactyfor 100 mi-
lion dioses peranmnum. Gfthe okl
1,63 200 doses allocated for the
Central African Republic region,
43200 doses were dispatched
from Sl Eaciity Maniday, The initial
shipmentwill be sent to CAR, fol-
lowed by other African countries
such as South Sudan and the
Democratic Republic of Congo in
the coming days.

“This is a malaria vaccine for

the  African  continent,”
Poonawalla said, “It is not for
India as the parasite is found in
Africa_This will bewidehy avail-
able and accessible to all the
African countries and also the
other lower-middle-income
ounitries,” Poonawalla told me-

| diapersons at the flagff cere-

miary. “Sl1 fully funded phase 3
clinical trial,” he said.

On a vaccine for India,
Poanawalla said *it will take an-
oither five years for amalariavac-
cine."He also spoke about efforts
towards a dengue vaccine.
*_clinical trials are underway
and after two-three yearswe can
expect a dengue vaccine in
[nafia,” hie said.

Earlier, Enic Garcetti, L%
Ambassadir to India said it was
a history-changing day for chil-
dren in Africa due to the gen-
enosity of the Poonawalla's. "_it
is not a money-making, but a
Iife-saving effort and shows the
collective commitment of peg-
ple hare, whio know that first and
foremost we are human beings
and need to save lives,” Carcetti

said *During our travels we visit
great religious centres, temples,
the Vatican and =0 on. This (50
isin someways a health pilgrim-
age site,” he said.

The US Ambassador also
noted that work in the US was
underway for a dengue fever
vacine, which had taken into
account all four major strains
and was in the third round of
clinical trials.

Silvia Taylar, Executive Vice
President, Chief Corporate
Affairs and Advocacy Officer,
Movava, said the malaria vac-
cine was a historic moment in
the fight against malaria.

She also flagged concern
about the need to build public
trust in vaccines.

Or Umesh Shaligram,
Executive Director, R&D, 50, also
spokeon the oocasion. Earler, Dr
Mehreen Datoo, Associate
Fellow, Clinical Lecturer in
Infectious Diseases, Muffield
Department of Medicine,
Unsversity of Cedoird, and others
were felicitated by Adar and
Matasha Poonawalla.
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Serum Institute of India (SIl), the world’s largest
manufacturer of vaccines by number of doses, marked a
significant milestone on Monday with the shipment of
the first set of R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine to seven-
eight countries in Africa.

The vaccine has been developed in collaboration with
the University of Oxford and Novavax’s Matrix-M
adjuvant. This is the second malaria vaccine to be
authorised for use in children in malaria-endemic regions

Do you know ?

Malaria is a life-threatening disease spread to humans by
some types of mosquitoes. It is mostly found in tropical
countries. It is preventable and curable.

The infection is caused by a parasite and does not spread
from person to person.

Malaria mostly spreads to people through the bites of
some infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. Blood
transfusion and contaminated needles may also transmit
malaria.
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Indian Express-GS2(IR)/Environment(GSlIl)-Page 13 !+ India has been a Consultative Party to the Antarctic

| o
: Treaty since 1983.
. * It participates in the decision-making process along with
; 1 , ; , ) ! other Consultative Parties to the Antarctic Treaty .
An ot meets inKochi what s onthe tble? |+ Soee o A oo et cangorr
tarCUC Par lam(,m mLLtS 1 NOCOL W at ) Ont Lta Cro o India’s first Antarctic research station, Dakshin Gangotri,
I ) .
P 'hm.l‘“ ma\vhnhmm n:d v-\:xl\:(:;( md AN x;t y ‘llix\h’[:m:l]x‘::\“?14]]\&;«\{&11;;[1*&1:} uhduxLd\\mLm"lr‘i;l[::Jl‘\}\;r\khtﬁ!j‘l; | Wwas estab“Shed N 1983-
i) : *ﬂ'dl'r | PR e i wiw i At present, India operates two year-round research
Pty - o i . Agm;bww e | stations: Maitri (1989) and Bharati (2012). The
all be allowed. ‘s»nmnm Bharati/
s pidtl Testeard . o ! permanent research stations facilitate Indian Scientific
: ich will e attended by the 56 share plans for scientific pro- In1989,Indiaset upits sec- - drivenby luuld].\ld[m and littleis known .. . . .
T ok s PAAALEY a1 8 | hatminins Moo Expeditions to Antarctica, which have been ongoing
Delhiin 2007, | pr moke the idea of pea Cochi meet, India will alsa
T —— Antar bi its plan to construct Maitn ||

annually since 1981.
* 1In 2022, India enacted the Antarctic Act, reaffirming its

The Antarctic Treaty posalof radioactive waste mate
, ‘luhhl" nywh

f .x.nryz'.wﬂdmmnir hlw.m'rwmb\

he protectionofthe continent o

fS, A.'I'4 I/.\\\UIM T m

Twelve countries - Argentina, A

Novolazarevska

Norvay, South Afica mue_‘um, the  DakshinGa Bay coast. Although the station focuses on

Kingdom, and the United States - werethe ~ f ontinenton the planet Centre for Polar and Ocean Re i oceanographic and geokogic study, thelndian  The India . 0
onginal signatories tothe X Treaty, Can Xcommo Space Research Organisation (1SRO) utilises Co m m It m e n t to t h e A n ta rct | C Tre a ty.

whiciwassinedon the IndiainAntarctica and 25 inthew it for receiving Indian Remote sensing  tourismonthe
nl\unuuur«mnMLamuulu Since 1983, Indiahasbeenaconsukarve  In 2012, India inaugurated Bharatl lts  Satedlite(IRS) data. Thestationcan support ~*Whill India has expressed concems re-
56 countries — including India, in 1983~ pantytothe Antarctic Treaty.Inthiscapacity,  third Antarctica research station, located  upto 72 ndividuals duringsummer,and 47 garding tourism-related activities in  coopera
have joined it since then. i voces and participates in all key dect-  around 3,000kmeastof Maitri onthePrydz  inwinter

tion, and cimate change impactson
ce 2016, thisisfor thefirsttime ~ Antarctica and beyond.
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HOW VENEZUELALOSTITSLAST
GLACIER, AND WHY THISMATTERS

LALIND CHALUHAM
JEW DELHI, MAY 20

JENEALUELA HAS likely become the first
ouniry in modern history oo lose all is
slaciers. This comes after scientists re-
Aassified the Humboldt glacier, the coun-
Ty's last remaining glacier, as an ice field
zarlser this month.

Venezuela used tobe home o six gla-
ders, bocated at about 5,000 rmetres above
ied level inthe Andes. By 0T five of them
1ad vanished. Scientists had expected
Aurniroldt to last another decade, butithas
ihinund: to an area of less than 2 hectanes,
eading to its downgrade bo an ice field.

Like Humbold e, other glaciers around
he world are shrinking and disappear-
ez faster than researchers thosghe. Two-
hirds of themn are progected to rmelt out of
sgistence by 2100 at current climare
‘hange ends, according 1o a 2023 stusdy.

_reeping rivers of ice

Claciers are essentially large and thick
nassesof ice that are formed on land due
o thie accumulation of snovw over cen-
uries. According o the United States
Seodogical Survey (LISGS ), they uswally
aist in areas wihene mean anmsal em-
reratures reach ear the freezing point:
winter precipitation leads to significant
inowy acoumulations; and temperatures
hrowghout the remaining year do not
-ause the complete loss of the previous
weiniter's snow accumulation.

D i theeir rass and gravity, glaciers
wnad e Flonear likeo worme cloer risors

The Humboldt glacier, also knowsn
as La Cormona, in 2019, 49

Ecuador, Pene, and Venezwela, have wit-
nessed a iemperaiure increase of 000 de-
gree Celsius in the past seven decades.
That is one of the major reasons why
WVenezuela has bost all of its glackers.

In thee case of the Humboldt glacer,
the melting was accelerated by El Mifio,
which developed in Juby 2023, El Mifio
refers to.an abmormmal warming of surface
wwaters i the equatorial Pacific Doean.and
leads o warmer termperatunes.

Why glacier loss matters

Glackers are a cnscial sownce of fresh-
wiater for local communiries, plants,
and animals. Withouwt them, one woulkd
be entirely dependernt on spot raindall for
freshwwarer.

Codd glacker runofis kee p dossmstrearn
weater cooler, whikch is key bo the survival of

ot e o e cond

ML i i et thiae ™ CE i 2
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According to the International Cryosphere Climate Initiative
(ICCl), Venezuela’s only remaining glacier — the Humboldt,
or La Corona, in the Andes has become “too small to be
classed as a glacier”.
About
The Venezuela had been home to six glaciers in the Sierra
Nevada de Mérida mountain range
Five of the glaciers had disappeared by 2011, leaving
just the Humboldt glacier, also known as La
Corona. But it shrank so much that scientists
reclassified it as an ice field.
Venezuela has lost all of its glaciers because The Andes has
witnessed a temperature increase in the past seven
decades.
Andes is the world’s longest continental range of
mountains running through parts of Argentina, Bolivia,
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela .
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SCtorevisit1992 orderon suing doctors inconsumer court: here's why

AJOYSINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELH| MAY 20

ATWIH-UDGE Bench of he Supreme Court
has recommended to the Chief
Incia ) thatan almes thee-decade-old
udgment ofthe top courtthatallowed doc-
torstobesued in cansumer courtar Eauty
senvice shoukd be econsidered.

Jusices Bela A Trveeh and Pank ihal
i he bservationaboutdoctors najudg-
ment a5t week, imwhich theybeld that 5
“professionaks’, lwyers could not be sub-
Jectel mlegal proveeings for prowcing Gty
service e the Consumer Potection A,
1986, 35 rp-priacted in 209 (14

“Weare of the apinion that the decision
ofthe three-judge bench in case of Indim
MediclAssoctarion v VP Shoniho. deserses
1o be revisited and considered by a larger
hench! thecourtsaidinis judgment onMay
14 { oo Liveyers s 1K G,

f justiceof

InVP Shanthal 1995).a Bench o ustces
SC Agarwal kuldipSngh,and L Hansaria
had e that medical professionals pro-
videa"service" as defined inthe older (P4
(hedefinition remains the sameinthe cur-
et CPA} and could thus be sued n con-
sumer court for providing faulyservice.

Inits May 14 judgment, hecourt made
adistinction between professlanals'and
those whi camy out abusingssar a rade -
Tuling that "neither the Profession’ could
e treated as Dusiness'or ‘rade’ nor the
services provided by the Profassionals'
could be treated at par with the services
provided by the Businessmen or the
Traders, soas to bring them within the
purviewof the Pz’

Doctors provide a ‘service'
Inthe 1995 case coumnselfr i M-
Jcal AseociatonIMA  argue that amedica
practtonercanniothejudged on ued o
orstandands and thuscannot e covered -

derthe defiitonal service"r besued ower
“deficencyinsenvice” under the (A

The SCackninwledged that profissional
ocupatians difier from ather occupations
asstccessodten depends on actors beyond
the professional man's conimal”. However,
truletthata doctorsil hascertan duties
towands the patient — duties of deciding
wheher totreat the patient, what treat-
ment to give, and howeto a-
miniter .

IFthe dactor does notex-

acsea msnatleceeel | AW

care” and breaches ane of
theseduties theycanbe able
for deficiency in senvce, e court said

I the presen case, however, e court
heldthat the purposeafthe P was o pro-
Tectconsumers rom “unfai trade practices
andunethical business practices aly”, and
that the legislature never “intended o in-
clude the Professions or the Professionals
withinthe purviewalthe Act”

‘Complexity'is not a bar

Legalproceedings under the CPA lizbe-
fore Consumer Redressal Commissans that
arecongtitute aflic, state, and national
levels. Uinder the 1985 version of the (P4,
whichwas applcable 1905, thepresident
of eachcommission wouldbe  person who
wis, o wls qualifie to be, ajudge of the
district court, High Court, and Supreme
Court respetively.

The st o 4
(woat tand siate
lewels; four at the national
lewel] would be individuals
with the knowledge, exer-
e, 0 capacity o deal with ‘problems re-
lating to economic, aw, commesce, ac-
countancy, industry, public affairs or
administration’”.

The petitioners in V P Shantha argued
thatsince commisson members arenatre-
(quired to have knowvedge inmedical mat-
ters, they are unsued iodeal withcomplex

meficaissues.

Thizcour ejected this argument_hald-
ingthat requiring members tohave know-
edgeand experienie thatisspecicallyrel-
evant toeach individualcase “wiould lead
fo imposshle svations”.

The question of free service

The defnition of ‘service'in both the
1986 and 201 CPAs explicityexchudes twe
types of services — thase that are free of
charge, and those given under a “coniract
of persanal sevice”.

Thecourtidentified treetypesol erv-
ices i the medlical profession — thoss free
for everyane, thase for which everyone
paye, and those wihich are free for certan
categories of peaple who cannat afford
them, Under the CP4, thefirst s nat aserv-
ice whilethe secand s

Wit ragard o the third typecofservice,
thecourtsaid it was “difficult o concene™
that wemakers ha intended to make the

protections underthe CPA avallable oy to
consumers who could afford to pay for
medical services.

This the caurt said,would resutin hos-
pitals and doctors giving beter services to
thse whi could affod It whill providing
inferiot” services o those who could not.
T avoid this inequiy, the court held that
spitals and dctors g under th third
categorywill be covered by the definirion
of'senvice! egandles of whetheritwas free.

The courtalo held that medicalcare &
ot provided a5 “contractof ersaal sery-
ice®, s such coniracts are imied o sfua-
thonswhese there isanemployer-empioyee
o “master and servant” relationship be-
feen the fwo parties

*Since there s norelaionshipofmaster
andservant between the doctor and the pa-
tient,the contract between the medical
practitioner and his patient cannat be
ireated & & coniract of personal senvice,”
the court held.

-
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the Supreme Court allowed a review of a 2022 judgment
where a Bench of Justices Hemant Gupta and V
Ramasubramanian allowed gram panchayats to

acquire shamlat deh land.

Shamlat deh is essentially village common land, created
by multiple landowners contributing an equal portion of
their individual land holdings to serve the “common
purposes” of village’s people.

The apex court in 2022 had upheld a 1992

amendment to the Punjab Village Common Lands

(Regulation) Act, 1961 (henceforth, the Punjab Act)
which allows gram panchayats to manage and
control shamlat deh land as “lands reserved for the
common purposes of a village”.
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* Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP) continues to
lead the charge in transforming India's logistics sector.
Today, a groundbreaking workshop was held under the
chairmanship of Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh, Secretary,
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT)

* ULIP is a digital gateway that allows industry players to
access logistics-related datasets from various
Government systems through APl-based integration.
Currently, the platform integrates with 37 systems from
10 ministries via 118 APIs, covering over 1800 data fields.
Private sector participation in ULIP has been
instrumental in amplifying its impact, with over 900
companies registered on the ULIP portal
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