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The Hindu-Health(GSII)Page 10
• The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the 

country’s apex body for formulation, coordination, and 
promotion of biomedical research, has distanced itself 
from the ‘poorly designed study’ of the Banaras Hindu 
University (BHU) wherein it raised concerns on the safety 
of the Indian-developed Covid-19 vaccine, Covaxin.

• COVAXIN, India's indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by Bharat 
Biotech is developed in collaboration with the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - National Institute 
of Virology (NIV).

• The indigenous, inactivated vaccine is developed and 
manufactured in Bharat Biotech's BSL-3 (Bio-Safety Level 
3) high containment facility.

• The vaccine is developed using Whole-Virion Inactivated 
Vero Cell derived platform technology

•
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 18 • The baobab lineage originated in Madagascar roughly 21 
million years ago and reached Africa and Australia 
sometime in the past 12 million years, the researchers 
found. Madagascar, an island off Africa’s southeastern 
coast, is a biodiversity hot spot and home to unusual 
flora and fauna.

• Baobabs, found in dry savannah habitats, provide food, 
shelter and nesting sites for wildlife. Their fruits also 
provide nutrients and medicines for people, and the 
leaves are edible. The trees produce large, sweet-
smelling flowers whose sugary nectar attracts nocturnal 
pollinators as well as two types of primates, lemurs in 
Madagascar and bush babies in Africa.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu- IR(GSII) • North Sea oil and gas producers are merging and shifting 
overseas as Britain’s windfall tax slashes profits

• Neighboring countries: Great Britain (Scotland and 
England),Netherlands, Belgium, France,Norway, Denmark 
and Germany.

• The North Sea connects to the Atlantic Ocean via 
the English Channel in the southwest and the Baltic 
Sea in the east via the Kattegat and Skagerrak straits.

• The North Sea is the mouth of the rivers such 
as Rhine and Elbe.The Sea hosts two of the world’s 
largest ports i.e. Hamburg and Rotterdam.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express- Health(GSII)/S&T(GSIII)-Page 7
• Serum Institute of India (SII), the world’s largest 

manufacturer of vaccines by number of doses, marked a 
significant milestone on Monday with the shipment of 
the first set of R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine to seven-
eight countries in Africa.

• The vaccine has been developed in collaboration with 
the University of Oxford and Novavax’s Matrix-M 
adjuvant. This is the second malaria vaccine to be 
authorised for use in children in malaria-endemic regions

Do you know ?
• Malaria is a life-threatening disease spread to humans by 

some types of mosquitoes. It is mostly found in tropical 
countries. It is preventable and curable.

• The infection is caused by a parasite and does not spread 
from person to person.

• Malaria mostly spreads to people through the bites of 
some infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. Blood 
transfusion and contaminated needles may also transmit 
malaria.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-GS2(IR)/Environment(GSIII)-Page 13 • India has been a Consultative Party to the Antarctic 
Treaty since 1983. 

• It participates in the decision-making process along with 
other Consultative Parties to the Antarctic Treaty .

• India’s first Antarctic research station, Dakshin Gangotri, 
was established in 1983. 

• At present, India operates two year-round research 
stations: Maitri (1989) and Bharati (2012). The 
permanent research stations facilitate Indian Scientific 
Expeditions to Antarctica, which have been ongoing 
annually since 1981.

• In 2022, India enacted the Antarctic Act, reaffirming its 
commitment to the Antarctic Treaty.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-GS2(IR)/Environment(GSIII)-Page 13 According to the International Cryosphere Climate Initiative 
(ICCI), Venezuela’s only remaining glacier — the Humboldt, 
or La Corona, in the Andes has become “too small to be 
classed as a glacier”.
About
The Venezuela had been home to six glaciers in the Sierra 
Nevada de Mérida mountain range

Five of the glaciers had disappeared by 2011, leaving 
just the Humboldt glacier, also known as La 
Corona. But it shrank so much that scientists 
reclassified it as an ice field.

Venezuela has lost all of its glaciers because The Andes has 
witnessed a temperature increase in the past seven 
decades.

Andes is the world’s longest continental range of 
mountains running through parts of Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela .

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Polity and Governanvce(GSII)-Page 13 • the Supreme Court allowed a review of a 2022 judgment 
where a Bench of Justices Hemant Gupta and V 
Ramasubramanian allowed gram panchayats to 
acquire shamlat deh land.

• Shamlat deh is essentially village common land, created 
by multiple landowners contributing an equal portion of 
their individual land holdings to serve the “common 
purposes” of village’s people. 

• The apex court in 2022 had upheld a 1992 
amendment to the Punjab Village Common Lands 
(Regulation) Act, 1961 (henceforth, the Punjab Act) 
which allows gram panchayats to manage and 
control shamlat deh land as “lands reserved for the 
common purposes of a village”.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Economy(GSIII)
• Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP) continues to 

lead the charge in transforming India's logistics sector. 
Today, a groundbreaking workshop was held under the 
chairmanship of Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh, Secretary, 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT)

• ULIP is a digital gateway that allows industry players to 
access logistics-related datasets from various 
Government systems through API-based integration. 
Currently, the platform integrates with 37 systems from 
10 ministries via 118 APIs, covering over 1800 data fields. 
Private sector participation in ULIP has been 
instrumental in amplifying its impact, with over 900 
companies registered on the ULIP portal
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