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The Hindu-IR(GSII)Page 1 The announcements by the European countries come weeks 
after 143 of 193 countries in the United Nations (UN) 
General Assembly voted for full membership to the UN for 
the state of Palestine.
• Located in Western Asia, the Palestinian territories are 

made up of the areas known as Gaza and the West Ban
• In 1988, India became one of the first countries to 

recognize the State of Palestine.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Polity and Governance (GSII)-Page 8 • Supreme Court seeks ECI’s response on plea for release 
of voter turnout data within 48 hours of Lok Sabha 
elections
the Election Commission of India (ECI) informed the 
Supreme Court that uploading Form 17C (record of votes 
polled) on its website could lead to mischief.

The ECI expressed concerns about the possibility of images 
being morphed, which could create "widespread discomfort 
and mistrust"
• As per the 1961 Rules, the ECI has to maintain two forms 

that have data on the number of electors and the votes 
polled — Forms 17A and 17C. While the former is used 
to record the details of every voter who comes into a 
polling booth and casts his or her vote, the latter is an 
account of all the votes recorded. Under Rule 49S(2), a 
presiding officer is mandated to furnish a copy of the 
entries made in Form 17C to the polling agents of the 
candidates at the close of polling.

.
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The Hindu- Cyber Crime(GSIII)-Page 10 • Southeast Asian countries including Cambodia, 
Myanmar, and Laos have emerged as the major hotspots 
of cybercrimes, with around 48 per cent of financial 
frauds in India originating from these countries, 
according to The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre 
(I4C).

• I4C is a body established by the Union Ministry of Home 
Affairs to provide a framework and eco-system for law-
enforcement agencies for dealing with cybercrimes in a 
coordinated and comprehensive manner.
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The Hindu-IR(GSII) –Page 14 The BIMSTEC charter, which entered into force on May 20, 
articulates the long-term vision and priorities of the 
member states – Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand – and establishes the legal 
and institutional framework for cooperation in the region.
The charter also confers legal personality on the grouping, 
enables the admission of new members and observers, and 
enables the conclusion of agreements with countries or sub-
regional, regional and international organisations and 
institutions.
Do you know ?
The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional organization 
that was established on 06 June 1997 with the signing of the 
Bangkok Declaration. Initially known as BIST-EC 
(Bangladesh-India-Sri Lanka-Thailand Economic 
Cooperation), the organisation is now known as BIMSTEC 
and comprises seven Member States with the admission of 
Myanmar on 22 December 1997, and Bhutan and Nepal in 
February 2004. 
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The Hindu-GS3(Environment)Page 18 • Brazil's Amazon rainforest has experienced its largest 
blazes on record in the first four months of the year, with 
the environmental workers union on Monday placing 
partial blame on lower government spending on 
firefighting.

The Amazon, the world's largest rainforest, is vital to curbing 
catastrophic global warming because of the vast amount of 
greenhouse gas it absorbs.
A record drought in the Amazon rainforest region, driven by 
the El Nino climate phenomenon and global warming, has 
helped contribute to dry conditions fueling fires this year.
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Indian Express-Defense(GSIII)-Page 1 Rolled out in June 2022, the Agni path scheme is recruiting 
Agniveers — soldiers, airmen and sailors — in the Armed 
Forces for a period of four years. At the end of the four-year 
tenure, up to 25% of them can apply voluntarily to join the 
services on a regular basis, subject to merit and 
organisational requirements.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page 12 Baltic Sea
The Baltic Sea is an arm of the North Atlantic Ocean. It is 
bound by the Scandinavian Peninsula, the mainland of 
Northern Europe, Eastern Europe and Central Europe, and 
the Danish islands.
Surrounded by countries: Denmark, Germany, Poland, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Russia, Finland and Sweden.
It is connected to St. Petersburg by the Gulf of Finland.

The Gulf of Riga is located between Estonia and Latvia.
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PIB:Defense (GSIII)
• Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) Gen Anil Chauhan attended 

‘Exercise Cyber Suraksha – 2024’, on May 22, 2024, and 
underscored the importance of strengthening India’s 
cyber defence capabilities.

• The comprehensive cyber defence exercise is being 
conducted by Defence Cyber Agency from 20 - 24 May 
2024. It aims to further develop Cyber Defence Capability 
of all Cyber security organisations and promote synergy 
amongst all stakeholders. It focusses on enhancing 
collaboration and integration among participants from 
various military and prominent national organizations

• Exercise Cyber Suraksha – 2024 aims to empower 
participants by enhancing their cyber defence skills, 
techniques and capabilities; share best practices, and 
work towards a unified and robust cyber defence
posture. It will promote jointmanship and synergy in 
planning and preparation of a a Cyber Defence
Framework. The event reaffirms the commitment of the 
Indian Armed Forces to safeguarding national security in 
the increasingly important cyber domain..
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News on air:Culture (GSI)
• Buddha Purnima, marking the birth anniversary of Lord 

Buddha, is being celebrated in different parts of the 
country today.

• This day is commemorated by Buddhists all over the 
world, and is a major festival in countries like India, 
Nepal, Bhutan, Burma, Thailand, Tibet, Korea, Laos, 
Vietnam, Mongolia, Cambodia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Sri Lanka.
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News on air:Environment (GSIII)
• The ISA was conceived as a joint effort by India and 

France to mobilize efforts against climate change through 
the deployment of solar energy solutions. It was 
conceptualized on the sidelines of the 21st Conference of 
Parties (COP21) to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change held in Paris in 2015.

• ISA was formed at the 21st Conference of Parties 
(COP21) to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Paris in 2015 and is 
partnering with multilateral development banks (MDBs), 
development financial institutions (DFIs), private and 
public sector organisations, civil society, and other 
international institutions to deploy cost-effective and 
transformational energy solutions powered by the sun, 
especially in the least Developed Countries (LDCs) and 
the Small Island Developing States (SIDS).
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