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The Hindu-Environment (GSIII)Page 5 • L’Hoest’s Monkey (Allochrocebus lhoesti )
• It is semi-terrestrial and restricted to the lowland, 

submontane and montane forests of the Albertine 
Rift in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
and western Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda.

• It is listed as Vulnerable and is listed on Appendix II 
of CITES
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The Hindu-IR (GSII)-Page 10 • The Government of India has granted $1 million as 
immediate assistance for Papua New Guinea, which has 
been hit by a devastating flood and landslip that has so 
far killed 2,000 people
India has been providing humanitarian aid and disaster 
relief to PNG from time to time

Do you know ?
Diplomatic relations between India and the Independent 
State of Papua New Guinea (PNG) were established when 
the latter got independence from Australia in 1975.
In an important step in taking forward defence cooperation 
between India and Papua New Guinea (PNG), PNG 
appointed its first defence adviser to India.
PNG has been cooperative in issues taken up by India at 
various international fora including UN, Commonwealth, etc
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The Hindu- Economy (GSIII)-Page 14 • Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das on 
unveiled three major initiatives of the Reserve Bank of 
India, namely the Pravaah portal, Retail Direct Mobile 
App and a FinTech Repository.

• The Pravaah portal will make it convenient for any 
individual or entity to apply online for various regulatory 
approvals in a seamless manner, the RBI said.

• The Retail Direct Mobile App will provide retail investors 
ease of transacting in G-Secs, it added. The Fintech 
Repository will contain information on data of Indian 
FinTech firms.

•
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The Hindu-S&T(GSIII) –Page 18
• Microcephaly isa condition in which a baby’s head is 

much smaller than normal. 
• Most children with microcephaly also have a small brain, 

poor motor function, poor speech, and abnormal facial 
features, and are intellectually disabled.

• Researchers believe the roots of the condition lie in the 
peak phase of brain development in the embryo — when 
the cells that eventually become neurons fail to divide 
normally. 

• Clinicians can diagnose microcephaly before the baby is 
born using foetal ultrasound and magnetic resonance 
imaging.

• In particular, since 2014, a gene called SASS6 and its 
variants have been implicated in this developmental 
process. The team’s findings reinforced the SASS6 gene’s 
role in causing microcephaly
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Indian Express-GS1(Geography)Page 8 • The ocean temperatures along the central and equatorial 
Pacific Ocean were cooling off and neutral El Nino 
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions are set to emerge 
anytime soon, the India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said.

• ENSO is a naturally occurring climate phenomena 
resulting from ocean-atmosphere interactions. They 
impact sea surface temperatures along the central and 
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.

• ENSO has three phases : warm conditions referring to El 
Nino, neutral and cool conditions referring to La Nina. 
ENSO affects the global weather and triggers extreme 
weather in the form of rainfall, heat and coldwaves.
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Indian Express-Polity and Governance(GSII)-Page 12 • In 1975, the Supreme Court in the case of Indira Gandhi 
v Raj Narain recognised that free and fair elections are a 
part of the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution of India, 
and any laws or policies that would violate this principle 
could be struck down.

• Though free and fair elections have been placed on the 
highest constitutional pedestal, the Supreme Court has 
held that the rights to elect and be elected do not enjoy 
the same status. For instance, a five-judge constitution 
Bench in 2006, in the case of Kuldip Nayar v. Union of 
India held that the right to vote (or the right to elect as it 
was called) is “pure and simple, a statutory right”. This 
means that voting is not a fundamental right and can be 
repealed. Section 8 of the Representation of People Act, 
1951 (RP Act) is titled “Disqualification on conviction for 
certain offences”. Suppose a person is convicted of any of 
the offences in the exhaustive list provided in the 
provision.

• The Election Commission of India (ECI) is empowered 
under Section 11 of the RP Act to “remove” or “reduce” 
the period of disqualification
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News on air :Miscellaneous 
• Created in 2016, the United Nations “Military Gender 

Advocate of the Year Award” recognizes the dedication 
and efforts of an individual military peacekeeper in 
promoting the principles of UN Security Council 
resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security.

• Major Sen is the second Indian peacekeeper to receive 
this prestigious award following in the footsteps of Major 
Suman Gawani who was a co-recipient for 2019. 

Do you know ?
India is currently the eleventh largest contributor of women 
military peacekeepers to the United Nations with 124 now 
deployed.
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