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Crowd pullers

Ina safe place: A pair of L'Hoest’s monkeys at the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday. The 200 has reported more
visitors coming in to see the monkeys from Uganda that were recently rescued from animal traffickers in Srikakulam, KR DEEPAK
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* |'Hoest’s Monkey (Allochrocebus lhoesti )

It is semi-terrestrial and restricted to the lowland,
submontane and montane forests of the Albertine
Rift in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
and western Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda.

It is listed as Vulnerable and is listed on Appendix Il
of CITES
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The Hindu-IR (GSII)-Page 10 * The Government of India has granted S1 million as
immediate assistance for Papua New Guinea, which has
been hit by a devastating flood and landslip that has so
far killed 2,000 people
India has been providing humanitarian aid and disaster
relief to PNG from time to time

Do you know ?

Diplomatic relations between India and the Independent

State of Papua New Guinea (PNG) were established when

the latter got independence from Australia in 1975.

In an important step in taking forward defence cooperation

between India and Papua New Guinea (PNG), PNG

appointed its first defence adviser to India.

PNG has been cooperative in issues taken up by India at

various international fora including UN, Commonwealth, etc
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ECONOMIC & COMMERCIAL RELATIONS

10.  Bilateral trade figures between India & PNG for the last few years are as follows:
Value: US$ million (Source: Dept of Commerce, GOI)

Year 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23
Export from India to PNG 49.72| 56.02 56.17 | 69.95 85.84
Import into India from PNG 868.97 | 55.70 | 125.85 | 357.58 | 643.36
Total Bilateral Trade 138.69 | 111.72 | 182.02 | 427.53 | 729.20
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RBI unveils

* Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das on
unveiled three major initiatives of the Reserve Bank of

Pravaah India, namely the Pravaah portal, Retail Direct Mobile
Portal for App and a FinTech Repository.

[
approvals * The Pravaah portal will make it convenient for any

individual or entity to apply online for various regulatory
approvals in a seamless manner, the RBI said.

* The Retail Direct Mobile App will provide retail investors
ease of transacting in G-Secs, it added. The Fintech
Repository will contain information on data of Indian
FinTech firms.
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Heserwve Bank of Imndia (BT
Governor Shaktikanta Das
O Tuesday unveiled three
major initiatives of the Re-
serve Bank of India, marme-
1w thhe Pravaah portal, Re-
tail Direct Mobile Appe anmncd
a FinTech Repository.

The Pravaah portal will
malke it convenient for any
irvdivicdual or entity o ap-
vy online fior variowus regu-
latory approvals in a seami-
less muanner, the REBI sadid.

The Retail IFirect Wiobhile
App will provide retail in-
wveshors ease of transactings
in G-Secs, it added. The
Fintech Repoasitonry il
contain information on da-
ta of Indian FinTech firms.
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An altered protein and fussy neurons
conspire to cause microcephaly

The SASSG gene and it vanasss luve boea impdicated bna deveoponentad process tis kaads w nocrocephiale A new sty ke feead thiat € one oopy of tis
e s nonfunanomal the other netains some funcon So i both cophes ane nonfuncional a human embryo dies befire it hecnmes a foctes

THE GIST

Typical
head size
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Baby with Microcephaly Baby with

Baby with Typical Head Size
Severe Microcephaly

Microcephaly isa condition in which a baby’s head is
much smaller than normal.

Most children with microcephaly also have a small brain,
poor motor function, poor speech, and abnormal facial
features, and are intellectually disabled.

Researchers believe the roots of the condition lie in the
peak phase of brain development in the embryo — when
the cells that eventually become neurons fail to divide
normally.

Clinicians can diagnose microcephaly before the baby is
born using foetal ultrasound and magnetic resonance
imaging.

In particular, since 2014, a gene called SASS6 and its
variants have been implicated in this developmental
process. The team’s findings reinforced the SASS6 gene’s
role in causing microcephaly
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IMD: La Nina to emerge by July,
more rainfall during Aug-Sept

ANJALIMARAR
BEMGALLURLYL, MAY 28

THE OCEAN temperatures along
the central and equatorial Pacific
Dicean were cooling off and new-
tral El Mina Southern Oscllation
{ENS0) conditions are set to
EmeTgEe anytime soon, the India
Meteorological Department
TINDY) said.

EMS0is a naturally ocourring
climate phenomena resulting
from ocean-atmosphere interac-
tions. They impact sea surface
temperatures along the central
and eastem tropical Padific Ocean

EMS(¥has three phases : warm
conditions referring to El Nino,
neutral and cool conditions refier-
ring to La Mina. ENS0 affects the
plobal weather and triggers ex-
remeweather i the formof rain-
fall, heat and coldwaves.

On Monday, the IMD said that
EMS0 neutral conditions would
emerge in June and during July -
Septemnirer, ENS0 would transi-
tion inko La Nina,

‘With the southwest mansoon
onset over Kerala expected any-
time now, marking the com-
mencement of the four-month
long chief rainy season, the devel-
poment of La Nina in the coming

EXPLAINED

LaMina's
impact
@ onlndia

EXCEPT IM east and
northeast India, all re-
Maining regions are ex-
pected to receive normal
or above seasonal raindall,
the IMD said in April
Heawy rains could result
in some regions witness-
ing riverine and urban
Rooding, mudslides, land-
slides and doudbursts.

pleother factors, ke the monsoon
I pressure systems and depres-
sion, which affect the monsoon
rainfall La Minais one ofthe major
factors. Ina La Ninayear, one could
expect above normal rinfall This
year, due to La Mina conditions,
there could be more rainfall dur-
ing August and September,” said
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, director
general, B,

Acrording to the IMD, south
peninsular and central Indiais ex-
pected to receive ‘above’ normal
rainfalll, northwwest Indiawould re-
ceive nommal rainfall whereas east
and northeast India is expeced o

kv o favour the Indian mon-
snons. Except the east and north-
east India regrons, ramnfall overre-
maining parts of the country,
during a La Nina year, ends up et
ther being normal or above.

“La Mina generally supports a
stronger monsoon wind flow. A
stronger monsoon flow can sup-
ply the moisture for the monsoon
depressions and bring meore rain
Howeever, there is no clear indica-
tion on whether the number of
mionsoon depressions are differ-
ent during a La Nina year," said
Rty Mathew Koll, scentist at the
Pune-based Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology.

At the same time, the cyclone
potential during La Mina years is
higher than normal, hence could
act conducve for cyclogenesis. La
Nina conditions enhance the
ocean heat contert in the Morth
Indian Ocean comprising the Bay
of Bengal and the Arabian Sea.

" Along with the favorable
conditions during a La Nina, the
MarthIndian Ocean temperatunes
have been increasing at a rapid
pace. Mamy of the extremely se-
verecyclones (in the past ] intensi-
fied rapadly in response towanm
ocean conditions providing a con-
sistent supply of heat and mis-
ture.” Koll added

NEXT
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The ocean temperatures along the central and equatorial
Pacific Ocean were cooling off and neutral El Nino
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions are set to emerge
anytime soon, the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

ENSO is a naturally occurring climate phenomena
resulting from ocean-atmosphere interactions. They
impact sea surface temperatures along the central and
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.

ENSO has three phases : warm conditions referring to El
Nino, neutral and cool conditions referring to La Nina.
ENSO affects the global weather and triggers extreme
weather in the form of rainfall, heat and coldwaves.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Indian Express-Polity and Governance(GSIl)-Page 12

Why anaccused in il cam contest but cannotvote inan lecton

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEWLELH MY 23

AMONE THE candidates orthe Khaduoor
SaiLok Sabhaseatthat s o polls with
the rest of Punjab on Satrday 5 Amrirpl
Singh, head of the pro-Khaliztan outfi
WarisPunjah De. Amritpe Sngh s ur-
renly i ol in Dibrugarh, Assam,
and hscampaign isbeingled by
members o bis amily.
Amripal does nothie aright o
o Howthen cenh e theright
tobeelected to Parament? What

s applytovoters and candidates 0

Whoar imprianed!

Statutory rights

In v Ganchi v R Narin 975, the
Supreme Court sid tha fee and ff el
tons are rtof the basc strucure of the
Consfitution, plecing it onthe ighest con-

stutonal pedistal Hiweve e s el
that netherthe ight telectnortherighto
b electd enjys he same safls.

Inufp ayerv Umionof i (2006 a
e Constiurion Bench he hat he
rght oo orelec] s “pure and il 2
stafutoryAghe’,Thismeans dhatvotngis o
findamental night and cenbedenied The
same appled o theright o be eleced the
Benchsaid

Laws enacted by Parllament
coubd regulate both thesesatutory
Tighs te courtrled.

Must be convicted
Secton Bof the Representationof
| the Poaple Act, 151 R provides
forcisqualfcaton fom contesting
letions o Parament or sae Asemblis
"mncanwitionforertaiofences” Thed-
uelfication apsfrom the diteofcovi-
ton, o contimue o sk yers aferheend
ofthesentence.

Hoseses thebaron ontesing letions - oty case e 1 Re: Designated Courts
Kicks i cnly aftor persom has heemcon- - for MPs MLAS" for HCs and taisse dire-
vieed,and i theyare oy chargedwith s forche"expeitious and et s
ciminal offences. Ths s whatapplies to - posalofthesecases
Amrital Singh, A repartsubmited tothecourt in Al

Secfon B theRPA hasfaced twomaor 2024 showed 4472 such cases were
chiallenzes inthe SC i recent years. fending

1 In 2011, the nonprofit Public nterest , By
Fundiion oz petiomarping e EXCEIONS £ provison
sans gaingt whom criminal charges have The lefion Compmizsion offndia (ECT)s
heen famee]orwha e fled epawere] unerSection 1
flse affdaits regaing their ofthe AP “remove”or -
oriminal sty shoul sabe due" the period o dispualif
disqualified, Hnvever, the 8 cation.In 2019, the B used
el thatonly the egilature L tis et reuce e i
ook alerthe AL of disgualifcation faced by

W In 2016, advocate Ashwin Kumar - Sidim Chif Miniter Pem Singh Tamang
iadyay leda pectionseeking permanent - wh vias relaased fllowing a one-year
disqualficasion fo convicte pesans. This  pisansentenice in 20 8 ormisaporopriaing
case s ongoing and in hovermber 2023 the - funds in the procurement of cows, The
S taking noteofdelays incrimingl cases - SidmAantibar Morchaleaderwenton o
against P and MLA, asked the Chief v the byelectionforthePoklok Kamrang

LAW

usties o all High Courts o regiterasun - Assembyseat

Another siation where a disqualfied
MPorMLcan ontestarsesiftheircomic-
fom isstayed on appel toa highercourt In
1015 the Supreme Cour hel that nce 2
comviction s stayed,the isqualfcation
hichaperates asa consaquence afthecor-
Vicion i tale orreman n effet

Dhananjay Singh, aformer BSP N who
ha been conviced f idnapping by a -
i courtin 2020 apprsachethe Alahihad
HC fora sty on his seven-year sentence,
hich wold allow him to contest the Lok
b eletion. Listmonth, the HC granted
Fim bl but refsed oty theconviction,
saying it s the nesd f the bour o have -
rityinpaltics”,

Novoting rightfor jailed
Stause (5 ofSecion 62 f the RPA
staes; o person shall voteat any electon
ifheisconfiedina prison whether uncera
sentenieofimpronment o ranepartaion
orotherwise, o & inthe awful custedy of

thepolice

Withan axcepion provided for these n
prevenive detention, s provision ffc-
vl s every inciicual who s crimi-
nalcharges famed aganetthem from st
ingheirvote s they have heen eleased
in el orhave beencouited.

1997 the SC reected achallengeto
Section 64 i the caseaf Anulal o
Prachan, Union f i, The court re-af-
frmed thatth right ook v actantory
rghtand could e subjec tnstauforylimi-
tains.t als held tha a pesom i prison
becaeaftheirconduct ‘ramnotcimegual
fesdom of e, speech and expres-
sion’ andtha estricions opriones gt
tovote e reasonable as they ae fnked o
besping “persons wichiriminal backgmound
vy from theclection cene”

Thisdecision has een reled upon by
both the 5 (in 2624) and the i C in
020 o cismiss les seekingveting righs
fo prises.
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In 1975, the Supreme Court in the case of Indira Gandhi
v Raj Narain recognised that free and fair elections are a
part of the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution of India,
and any laws or policies that would violate this principle
could be struck down.

Though free and fair elections have been placed on the
highest constitutional pedestal, the Supreme Court has
held that the rights to elect and be elected do not enjoy
the same status. For instance, a five-judge constitution
Bench in 2006, in the case of Kuldip Nayar v. Union of
India held that the right to vote (or the right to elect as it
was called) is “pure and simple, a statutory right”. This
means that voting is not a fundamental right and can be
repealed. Section 8 of the Representation of People Act,
1951 (RP Act) is titled “Disqualification on conviction for
certain offences”. Suppose a person is convicted of any of
the offences in the exhaustive list provided in the
provision.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is empowered
under Section 11 of the RP Act to “remove” or “reduce”
the period of disqualification
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News on air :Miscellaneous

* Created in 2016, the United Nations “Military Gender
Advocate of the Year Award” recognizes the dedication
and efforts of an individual military peacekeeper in
promoting the principles of UN Security Council
resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security.

* Major Sen is the second Indian peacekeeper to receive
this prestigious award following in the footsteps of Major
Suman Gawani who was a co-recipient for 2019.

Do you know ?

India is currently the eleventh largest contributor of women

military peacekeepers to the United Nations with 124 now

deployed.

Indian Army Major Radhika Sen Selected To Receive 2023
Military Gender Advocate Of Year Award

Major Radhika Sen

Engagement Platoon Commander, UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
Recipient of the 2023 United Nations Military Gender Advocate of the Year Award




