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Is it time for proportional representatio f

Which are the countries which follow proportional representation in their electoral democracies? Will it work in a large and diverse country like Indfa? What is
mixed member proportional representation?
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The story so far: Table 1 The results of the 2014 and 2019 general elections
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Democratic Allance (NDA) hus iy Joreta Py
Al Inia
N Nstlona! Cang

%ol No.of  %eof | Noof
votes  seats  wotes | seals

won 293 seats with a 43.3% voke share
while the Opposition hlo INDIA
(inchiding Trinamool Congress) has
socured 234 scaty with o 416% vote share
Other regional parties and independents
polled around 15% but ended up with
only 16 geats in total.
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India follow the First Past the Post System (FPTP) in
elections to the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies.
Under this system, the candidate who polls more than
any other in a constituency is declared elected. This is
the system that is followed for elections in democracies
like the U.S., the U.K. and Canada. The primary
advantage of the FPTP system is that it is simple and the
most feasible method in a large country like India.
Secondly, FPTP provides greater stability to the executive
in our parliamentary democracy because the ruling
party/coalition can enjoy a majority in the Lok
Sabha/Legislative assembly without obtaining majority of
the votes (more than 50%) across constituencies.

The issue with FPTP is that it may result in over or under
representation of political parties when compared to
their vote share
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Low-cost MRI machine can improve
access to diagnostics in India

A oo MRE machioe design could daeticdly Jooar dwe oost of scans [ s poctabde and rostvely ehweghe doesant oead cumbersame shickling. s can be pluggaed inin

sandand wirl sockiets, In India such madiines cun be used S peclisinaey tests, el dociors responding m acadents and in paoderdc setings

i Low-power low-maintenance simplified
0.05 Tesla MRI scanner

(No RF and magnet shielding)
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Scientists have designed a magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) scanner that costs a fraction of existing machines,
setting the stage for improving access to this widely used
diagnostic tool.

A MRI helps visualise minute details in the human body,
with which doctors can diagnose disorders and select
treatments for the brain, the heart, various cancers, and
orthopaedic conditions.

These scanners work by using strong magnetic fields,
measured in units called tesla (T), and radio waves to
generate images of internal organs.

A new MRI machine design could drastically lower the
cost of scans.

It is portable and relatively light-weight, doesn’t need
cumbersome shielding, and can be plugged into standard
wall sockets. In India, such machines can be used for
preliminary tests, help doctors responding to accidents,
and in paediatric settings
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The Union government has issued an alert to all
States/Union Territories about websites and social media
groups that are involved in illegal trading of human
organs, and sought stringent action against them.
According to official sources, the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has specifically referred to certain
websites/social media groups offering a lot of money for
kidneys and other organs.

In a communication, the Directorate General of Health
Services said it had come to know that certain websites
and social media posts were promoting, and offering,
organ-trading in violation of the provisions of
Transplantation of Human Organ and Tissue Act (THOTA),
1994.

The National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization
had been set up pursuant to a mandate given to the
Centre to establish a network for organ procurement,
and distribution, and for maintaining a national registry.
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On Cabinet table: Approval

of 2 crore PM Awaas Gramin

houses with more assistance

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
MEW DELHL JUNES

AS PART of its first 100-day
apenda, the newdy formed MDA
government is likely to approve
2 crore addmional houses under
the Pradhan Maniri Awaas
Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) with
higher assistance per benefici-

ary, The Indian Express has leamit.
Each beneficiary gets funds
up to 1.2 lakh in the plains and

€130 lakh m hilly states, difficult
areas, and tribal and baclward
districts under the Integrated
Action Plan(1AP). Ik isalso learnt
that the Centre may increase the
assistance provided to the ben-
eficiary under the PMAY-G by

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

NEXT
1 AS]

in rural

III

In order to achieve the target of “Housing for Al
areas, the Ministry of Rural Development is
implementing Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana- Gramin
(PMAY-G) with effect from 15t April 2016 to provide
assistance to eligible rural households with an overall
target to construct 2.95 crore pucca houses with basic
amenities.

Under PMAY-G, beneficiaries are provided financial
Assistance of Rs.1.20 lakh in plain areas and Rs.1.30 lakh
in hilly States (including North-eastern States and UTs of
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh), difficult areas and
Integrated Action Plan (IAP) districts.

Additional assistance of Rs.12,000/- is extended for
construction of toilets.
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Agnipath scheme; Why1 Wwas introduced, the opposition fo i

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA

NEWDELHI JUNES

BOTH (L) AND Chirag Paswan's IPRV have
called fora reviewof the Agnipath scheme,
even asthey seem set o be cruial alliance
partnerstothe BJP inthe new Lok Sabha.

The scheme for military recruitment has
faced opposition from political parties and
Armed Forces veterans alike,
since it was introduced by the
BfP-led government in 2022
Dunn"lm recent Lok Sabha ‘
lections, it becamea key cam-
paignisstein statessuch s Punjab, Haryang,
HimachalPradesh, UitarPradesh, Bihar and
Rajasthan, where the Armed Forces remain
asought after employer.

WWhatisthe Agnipathscheme?

Agnipath s aimed at ecruiting ‘person-
el elow officer ranks'~ soldiers, armen,
nd sailors who are not commissioned off-
ers ~ tothe Indian Armex! Foces for a pe-
riod of four years At the end o thi tenure,

POLICY

Uupto 25% of these recruits, the so called
yanus Canjointhe services ona perma-

nentcommission ancther 15 years) subject {8

tomeritand organisational requirements.
Aspirants between the ages of 175 years
and 23 years {up from 21 ye d
eligible to apply. At present,all
men,andsoldiers exceptthe In\hnual@dr‘

ofthe medical branch, are recruited tothe

sexvices under the scheme

Inthe Army two batchesof
40,000 Agniveers have com-
pleted training and are under
posting Athirdbatchof20,000
began training in November
2023 In the Navy, three batches of 7385
Agniveershave completed training Inthe A,
4935 Agnneers have completed traiing,

Howvare Agniveers different from
soldiers with permanent commission?
Agniveers draw a basic salary of Rs
30.000-Rs 40,000 per month, and are enti
Hex to other risk and hardship allowances.
They contribute 30% of their monthly
emoluments to the Seva Nichi fund, which

Candidatesat the First Army Agniveer
Recruitment Rallyin Ludhiana. il

the government matches. Attheendoftheir
service they receive approvimatelyRs 171
Lakhs (with interest) s  tax-exempt hump
sum severance package from this fund.
Ifthey i on duey, Agniveers'familis re-
cowesalumpsumofRs | crore(induding the
Seva Nichi package), and ullpayfor the pe-
iod which the soldiercould o senve. Incase

ofdisabily,an Agnivee gets upto Rs d ek

&compensaton

Unlike soldiers in regular service,
Agniveers do ot draw pensions post-reire-
ment Onlythe 25% of Agniveers who getab-
sorbedtintothe forces afterfouryearswille-
ceive pensionary benefis, although the
initalfour years of service will nat e con-
sidered for rtirement benefts.

Thisisthe iggest changethat Agnipethhas
Drought in, which will lead toa considerable

" cutinthedefence penion il - amaiorcon-

comfor govemments for many ears.

Whywas Agniath introduced?

Apar from the unsaidntention of educ-

according to Defence Minisry calculations,

The government has also said afterthe
completion of their service, Agniveers will
contribute to the il societ “through ther
education,skall dsciplineand other qualtes”

Lt Gen Anil Puri, additional secretary,
Departmentof Military Afairs had said dur-
ingthe scheme's announcement that the
govemment will help rehabilitate sokdiers
Who leavethe services afte four years, and
provide them with skil cerificates and
bridge courses.

Whybastksdmcommder

ingthe Armed Forces'wage and pension i, s

the government has
will ensure the forces *youthful profile”.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said in
fanuary 2023 that *Agnipath is a game
changer for the Amed Forces... [and make
themm]youthful igh-tach andultra-modeen.

When the scheme wasbroughtin the av-
erage age inthe Armed Forces wes 32 years,
Which Agnipatwall bringdown to 26 years,

pdthat thescheme &

ut withesser my,tmﬂ(s.mprm;m

A day before Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh went to polls on June 1, Congress
Jeader Rahul Gandhi wrote an openleter to
resident Droupadi Murmu T writetoyou...
withanappeal toprovidejusticetoAgriveers,
wholaydowntheir ivesinsevice tothenz-
ton Thediscriminationinthenatureand ex-

tent ofbenefits accorded!tothe miliesofour
slain Agniveers, compared toregular soldiers
Warrants your urgent atention,"he wrote.

On the gmund‘ Jesser benefits and a
shorter tenure has caused significant disa-
fection among those who see military re-
critment s apath toeconomic stability and
upwardmobility Multiple partes, incuding
the Congress, AAP,RID, and Seamajwadi P.L"\’
have called for the scheme to be scrapped.
Others have asked fora rehink.

Isthe government willingtoroll back

Forces'youthful profil. The Ind
reported kast month thatthe Forces arecar-
Tyingoutintemal assessmentsonAgnipath's
impact based on which they will make rec-
ommendations to the government on pas-
sible changes.

Althree services areleam to have sub-
mittetheirobservations tothe Department
of Milary Aflars.
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The Government had launched Agnipath scheme on June
15, 2022 to recruit both male and female aspirants into
‘below the officer’s rank’ cadre of the three services for a
period of four years as Agniveers.

Candidates between the age group of 17.5 to 21 years
are eligible to apply for the scheme. These Agniveers
would undergo optimised basic military training and
specialised trade training followed by up-skilling courses,
as required.
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PIB:GS 3-Environment * India has taken a crucial step towards demand creation
of Green Hydrogen and its derivatives in the country.
Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) has
issued Request for Selection (RfS) for Selection of Green
Ammonia Producers for the production of Green
Ammonia in India through cost based competitive
bidding under Mode 2A of Strategic Interventions for
Green Hydrogen Transition (SIGHT) Programme of the
National Green Hydrogen Mission being implemented by
the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy (MNRE).

Do you know ?

* The National Green Hydrogen Mission was launched on
4th January 2023 with an outlay of Rs. 19,744 crores up
to FY 2029-30. It will contribute to India’s goal to
become Aatmanirbhar (self-reliant) through clean energy
and serve as an inspiration for the global clean energy
transition. The Mission will lead to significant
decarbonization of the economy, reduced
dependence on fossil fuel imports, and enable India to
assume technology and market leadership in Green
Hvdrogen.

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

Solar Energy Corporation of India issues RS for selection of Green Ammonia
Producers under SIGHT Programme of the National Green Hydrogen Mission
(NGHM)

Competitive Bidding initiated for total available capacity of 9.39 Lakh MT/annum of Green Ammonia
intended for production and supply

Posted Cn: 08 JUN 2024 &:00PM by PIB Delh




