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The Hindu-Polity and Governance(GSII)-Page 10 • The concept of SCS was first brought into existence 
through the recommendations made by the Fifth Finance 
Commission in 1969. 

• It was done to benefit a few States through special grants 
from the Centre. The focus was on States that had socio-
economic issues and geographical disadvantages, such as 
hilly States.

• Five factors stood as the qualifying benchmark for the 
granting of SCS — States that comprise a majority tribal 
population, low density of population, hilly States and 
close to international borders, States that have socio-
economic and industrial backwardness, and lack of 
adequate State finances.

• At present, the States that have the SCS include 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Sikkim, Tripura, and Uttarakhand.
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The Hindu-Polity and Governance(GSII)Page 13 • The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN), a 
Central Sector Scheme, aims at providing financial 
assistance to all cultivable landholding farmer families 
across the country, subject to certain exclusion criteria.

• Under the Scheme, an amount of Rs. 6000/- is 
transferred annually in three equal installments of 
Rs.2000/- directly into the Aadhaar Seeded bank 
accounts of the farmers.

• The PM-KISAN Scheme was launched in Feb. 2019. T
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The Hindu :_GS 3-Space –Page 14  • The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 
released stunning images of the Sun captured by the 
Aditya L1 satellite during a major geomagnetic storm in 
May.

• The two remote sensing payloads, namely the Solar 
UltraViolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT) and the Visible 
Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC), along with other 
payloads, captured these images from the Lagrange 
point in space.

• Do you know? Aditya-L1 is a satellite dedicated to the 
comprehensive study of the Sun. It has 7 distinct 
payloads developed, all developed indigenously.
• Aditya in Sanskrit means the Sun. L1 here refers to 

Lagrange Point 1 of the Sun-Earth system. For 
common understanding, L1 is a location in space 
where the gravitational forces of two celestial 
bodies, such as the Sun and Earth, are in 
equilibrium. This allows an object placed there to 
remain relatively stable with respect to both 
celestial bodies.
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The Hindu- GS 2/IR (Page 16)  
The BRICS Ministers of Foreign Affairs/International 
Relations met on 10 June 2024 in Nizhny Novgorod, Russian 
Federation. They exchanged views on major global and 
regional trends and issues. 
• This is the first meeting of foreign ministers since the 

expansion of BRICS in 2023. The 10 full members of the 
association include Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South 
Africa with new members Egypt, Iran, UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
and Ethiopia joining the grouping in 2023.

• BRICS is an important grouping bringing together the 
major emerging economies from the world, 
comprising:41% of the world population,

• 24% of the world GDP
• over 16% share in world trade.
•
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The Hindu –Species(GSIII)-Page 20 Przewalski horses are commonly referred to as one of the 
world’s last breeds of wild horse.
The horses are capable of resisting harsh winters like the 
ones in Kazakhstan where temperatures can drop below 
minus 30 degrees C and food runs scarce.
• There are now 2,000 Przewalski horses around the world, 

mainly in China and Mongolia but also in France, Russia 
and living wild in the Chernobyl exclusion zone between 
Belarus and Ukraine

• IUCN Status : Endangered
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Indian Express:GS 14-Polity and Governance   The Speaker has a key role in parliamentary democracy. The 
Constitution of India provides for the offices of the Speaker 
and Deputy Speaker who, according to Article 93, are to be 
elected “as soon as may be” after the commencement of 
the House.
The Speaker is elected by a simple majority in the House. 
The term ends with the dissolution of the House, unless the 
Speaker resigns or is removed from office before that. A 
motion of no-confidence can be moved against the Speaker 
with notice of 14 days as per Article 94 of the Constitution. 
Separately, the Speaker, like any other member of the 
House, can face disqualification.
There are no specific qualifications for becoming Speaker, 
which means any member is entitled to be considered. 
However, the post of Speaker is distinct from other 
members in the House.
The salary of the Speaker is drawn from the Consolidated 
Fund of India unlike for other MPs, which flow from a 
statute voted on by the House itself.
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PIB:GS 3-Economy   • Quality Council of India (QCI) celebrated World 
Accreditation Day today across more than 20 cities in 
India.

• The Quality Council of India, established in 1997 by the 
Government of India and the Indian industry, is the apex 
organisation in India responsible for establishing and 
operating the third-party national accreditation system, 
improving quality across sectors and advising the 
government and other stakeholders on all matters 
concerning quality.
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PIB:GS 3-S&T   • Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog is Government 
of India’s flagship initiative to promote a culture of 
innovation and entrepreneurship in the country and was 
setup in 2016. 

• Towards this end AIM has taken a holistic approach to 
ensure creation of a problem-solving innovative mindset 
in schools and creating an ecosystem of 
entrepreneurship in universities, research institutions, 
private and MSME sector. 

• All the initiatives of AIM are currently monitored and 
managed systematically using real-time MIS systems and 
dynamic dashboards. 

• AIM is also currently having its programs reviewed by 
third party agencies for ensuring continuous 
improvements.
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