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The Hindu-Polity and Governance(GSII)-Page 11 • A coalition government involves more than one political 
party or individuals working together, sometimes with 
differing viewpoints.

• Coalitions can be either a) pre-poll and b) post-
election. Generally, member political parties in a 
coalition form a political alliance and adopt a common 
programme.

• The main aim of a coalition government is to ensure 
majority control of the parliament or legislative assembly 
and the implementation of a common minimum 
programme.

• In India, the first coalition government to complete its 
full-term was the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led National 
Democratic Alliance from 1999 to 2004.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)Page 17 • The GST Council is a constitutional body responsible for 
making recommendations on issues related to the 
implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in 
India. The first meeting of the GST Council was held on 
September 22-23, 2016, and since then, the Council 
meets periodically to deliberate and decide on various 
issues related to GST.

• The GST Council, consisting of the Union Finance 
Minister and representatives from all States and Union 
Territories, was established to make decisions on various 
aspects of GST, including tax rates, exemptions, and 
administrative procedures. It played a crucial role in 
shaping the GST framework in India. On 1st July, 2017, 
GST laws were implemented, replacing a complex web of 
Central and State taxes.
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The Hindu :_GS 3-S&T  –Page 22  • The PA-100 AST System from Sysmex Astrego is a high-
tech, transformative, rapid, point-of-care test for UTIs 
(Urinary Tract Infection).

• It is developed by the Sweden-based in vitro diagnostic 
company.

• The Longitude Prize-winning device offers an affordable, 
quick, point-of-care test for urinary tract infections, 
which promises to revolutionise infection management 
and global efforts to tackle antimicrobial resistance

• PA-100 AST System from Sysmex Astrego has developed a 
transformative technology based on a phenotypic test. 
This test identifies the bacteria causing the urinary tract 
infection and performs antibiotic susceptibility testing 
(AST) to determine the effective antibiotic for the specific 
patient in under 45 minutes.

• Do you know?
Longitude Prize on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR), first 
announced in 2014,
In 1714, the British government announced the 
Longitude Prize to solve the longitude problem, literally.
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The Hindu :_GS 3-S&T  –Page 22  • The Truenat platform, a rapid molecular test for the 
diagnosis of pulmonary, extrapulmonary, and rifampicin-
resistant tuberculosis, that was developed in India, has 
been hailed for its role in combating TB and as a possible 
component of global healthcare solutions at the recently 
held 77th World Health Assembly in Geneva.

• Developed by Goa-based Molbio, a point-of-care 
molecular diagnostics company, Truenat was first 
launched in 2017 and is a real-time quantitative micro-
PCR system. It is a portable, battery-operated machine 
that can be deployed at labs, health centres, and in the 
field. Truenat delivers results from samples in less than 
an hour and can test for over 40 diseases.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu :_GS 2-Health –Page 22  • The Federation of Obstetric and Gynaecological Societies 
of India (FOGSI) recently unveiled a comprehensive 
immunisation schedule for women that provides a list of 
essential vaccines that adult women should receive, and 
the recommended frequency of each vaccine

• A recent report highlighted that women spend 25% more 
time in poor health compared to men. Vaccination can 
help change this and safeguard women from vaccine-
preventable diseases, contributing to an improved 
quality of life

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu- GS 3/Economy   CAMSRep (CAMS Insurance Repository Services) unveiled 
Bima Central, a one-stop platform for simplifying insurance 
portfolio management.
Bima Central allows users to manage life, health and motor 
policies through their secure e-insurance account (eIA),
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The Hindu –IR(GSII) • The United Nations has said today that a record-breaking 
120 million people were living in a forcibly displaced 
status globally between the beginning of 2023 to May 
2024.

• The new data was revealed in the Global Trends report 
by the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR). The 
report said, that around 117.3 million people remained 
forcibly displaced at the end of 2023, having been forced 
to flee persecution, conflict, violence, human rights 
violations and events seriously disturbing public order. 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi told 
reporters that conflict remains an important driver of 
mass displacement.

• Myanmar, Afghanistan, Ukraine, Palestine, Congo, 
Somalia, Haiti, Syria and Armenia were among the 
countries mentioned where conflict and violence had 
forced people to seek safety elsewhere.
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Indian Express:GS 2-Polity and Governance (GSII) • In 1980, the Supreme Court (Bachan Singh v. State of 
Punjab) upheld the constitutionality of the death 
penalty, but established important guardrails. “Judges”, 
the court said, “should never be bloodthirsty”, and the 
death penalty should not be awarded “save in the rarest 
of rare cases when the alternative option is 
unquestionably foreclosed”, and all possible mitigating 
circumstances have been considered.

• he court has reaffirmed the “rarest of rare” standard in 
several decisions since then.

• The Report of the 262nd Law Commission published in 
2015 recommended the “absolute abolition” of the 
death penalty “for all crimes other than terrorism related 
offences and waging war”.

• On the President’s power to “grant pardons, etc., and to 
suspend, remit or commute sentences in certain cases” 
(Article 72 of the Constitution), the Law Commission 
Report said these ‘mercy powers’ provided additional 
protection against possible miscarriage of justice and, 
“therefore, cases found unfit for mercy merit capital 
punishment.”
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PIB:GS 3-Economy   • In a significant stride for India's fresh fruit export sector, 
the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority (APEDA), under the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, facilitated the successful export 
of the first consignment of MD 2 variety pineapples to 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

• The MD 2 pineapple, also known as "Golden Ripe" or 
"Super Sweet," has become the gold standard in the 
pineapple industry, with significant cultivation in 
countries like Costa Rica, the Philippines, and Thailand.
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