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Do coalition governments slow down the economic reforms agenda?
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A coalition government involves more than one political
party or individuals working together, sometimes with
differing viewpoints.

Coalitions can be either a) pre-poll and b) post-
election. Generally, member political parties in a
coalition form a political alliance and adopt a common
programme.

The main aim of a coalition government is to ensure
majority control of the parliament or legislative assembly
and the implementation of a common minimum
programme.

In India, the first coalition government to complete its
full-term was the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led National
Democratic Alliance from 1999 to 2004.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSlIl)Page 17 * The GST Council is a constitutional body responsible for
making recommendations on issues related to the
implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in
India. The first meeting of the GST Council was held on
September 22-23, 2016, and since then, the Council
meets periodically to deliberate and decide on various
issues related to GST.

* The GST Council, consisting of the Union Finance
Minister and representatives from all States and Union
Territories, was established to make decisions on various
aspects of GST, including tax rates, exemptions, and
administrative procedures. It played a crucial role in
shaping the GST framework in India. On 15t July, 2017,
GST laws were implemented, replacing a complex web of
Central and State taxes.

GST Council
to meet for
the first time
this vear on
June 222

Vikas Dot
FRIESAT TVELLEL]

The Centre has decided to
convene a meeting of the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST)Y Council on June 22,
eight-and-a-half months af-
ter its last meeting, the Fi-
nance Ministry said on
Thursday.

“The 53rd meeting of
the GST Council will be
held on 22nd June, 2024 at
New Delhi,” a ministry
statement informed.

The Council that is gen-
erallv exrnected fo Tmeaer enr-
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The Hindu :_GS 3-S&T —Page 22 '« The PA-100 AST System from Sysmex Astrego is a high-
|
: tech, transformative, rapid, point-of-care test for UTls
Rapid, diagnostic test for UTIs i (Urinary Tract Infection).
may help stem super bug (:11515 I+ |tis developed by the Sweden-based in vitro diagnostic
g s At ot ot ol s ; company.

. * The Longitude Prize-winning device offers an affordable,

| quick, point-of-care test for urinary tract infections,

! which promises to revolutionise infection management
and global efforts to tackle antimicrobial resistance

. * PA-100 AST System from Sysmex Astrego has developed a
i transformative technology based on a phenotypic test.

! This test identifies the bacteria causing the urinary tract
infection and performs antibiotic susceptibility testing

; (AST) to determine the effective antibiotic for the specific
i patient in under 45 minutes.

' +« Doyouknow?

Longitude Prize on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR), first

; announced in 2014,

! In 1714, the British government announced the

: Longitude Prize to solve the longitude problem, literally.
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The Hindu :_GS 3-S&T —Page 22 * The Truenat platform, a rapid molecular test for the

diagnosis of pulmonary, extrapulmonary, and rifampicin-
resistant tuberculosis, that was developed in India, has
been hailed for its role in combating TB and as a possible
component of global healthcare solutions at the recently
held 77th World Health Assembly in Geneva.

* Developed by Goa-based Molbio, a point-of-care
molecular diagnostics company, Truenat was first
launched in 2017 and is a real-time quantitative micro-
PCR system. It is a portable, battery-operated machine
that can be deployed at labs, health centres, and in the
field. Truenat delivers results from samples in less than
an hour and can test for over 40 diseases.
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A comprehensive immunisation schedule for women is ready

The Hindu Bureau

The Federation of Obste-
tric and Gynaecological So-
cieties of India (FOGSI) re
cently  unvelled a2
comprehensive immunisa:
tion schedule for women
that provides a list of es-
sential vaccines that adult
women  should receive,
and the recommended fre-
quency of each vaccine,
Actor and women's health
champlon Kajal Agaarwal
unveiled the immunisation
schedule at an event In
Mumbai recendy.

The importance of im
munisation and  vaccine
preventable  diseases in
women cannot be overstat-
ed. A recent report high-
lighted that women spend
25% more tme in poor
health compared to men.
Vaccination can  help
change this and safeguard
women from vaceine-pre
ventable diseases, contri-
buting to an improved
quality of lfe. The report,
jointly written by the
World Feonomic Forum
and consultant McKinsey,
‘Closing the  Women’s
Ilealth Gap: A $1 Trillion
Opportunity to Improve

Women spend 25% more time in poor health compared to men, 47

showcases how the nar
rowing of the women's
health gap would allow 3.9
billion women to live
lealthier, higher-quality
Jives,

Preventive health care

Jaydeep Tank, President of
FOGSI said, “The launch of
FOGSI's updated immunt
sation schedule for women
represents a - significant
milestone i preventive
health care for women.
This resource will provide
aclear actionable roadmap
for both women and doc-

creased awareness about
vaccination, Immunisation
i5 erifical in protecting wo-
men against vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases and the-
reby helping reduce its
burden in India. 1 firmly
believe that this schedule
will make a substantial
contribution to the overall
health and well belng of
women in India and bene-
fit socicty as a whole."
Fxplaining how vaccina-
tion is not merely for chil
dren and that it is recom-
mended at different points
of time in life to prevent or

diseases, Hrishikesh Pai,
immediate past president
of FOGSI and currently
trustee (Asia-Oceania) at
The International Federa-
tion of Gynecology and Ob-
stetries Trustee, added
that adult vaccine coverage
in Indiais almost negligible
and this needed to change.
“There is an urgent needto
sensitise people and health
care providers on adult
viaceination as it can help
save millions of lives in In
dia. Tnitiatives like the re-
vised immunisation sche-
dule can go a long way in

protecting more people in
future,"

The tendency of women
to play down their own
health concerns is a factor
that must be acknow
ledged and prepared for,
when looking at adult vac-
cination. Actor Kajal Aggar
: "As a mother, my
priority is to always be
there for my children. And
that can only happen when
[ prioritise my own health.
Women should take proac-
tive steps Lo protect them
selves from preventable
diseases like cervical can
cer. But the challenge often
lies in not knowing where
to start, T urge all women,
regardless of age or stage
in life, to take control of
their health and consult
their gynaecologist today
to learn more about the
right vaccines for them."

Vulnerable period

A vulnerable period for
wommen is after child birth,
when the woman's body
changes. After birth & wo-
man’s immune and hormo
nal system undergn chang:
¢5 which increase the risk
of infection. “For example,
1% of women are at a
high-risk of an HPV infec-

cination plays a crucial role
in a new mother's health,
The immunisation sche:
dule specifically highlights
vaccinations that are of ut:
most impartance to new
mothers." explained Mad:
huri Patel, secretary gener-
al of FOGS.

In this venture, FOGSI
and MSD Pharma have col-
lahorated to raise aware-
ness about women's immu-
nisation and help prevent
vaccine-preventable - dis-
cases across India, Priva
Ganeshkumar, - Chairper-
son of the FOGSI oncology
committee and Co-ordina:
tor for FOGSI Mahila Ka
vach Kendra, pointed out
how studies have shown
that increasing physicians’
knowledge and awareness
on vaccines significantly
improves  vaccination
rates, “FOGS! has therefore
decided to provide their
member  gynaecologists
the FOGSI Handbook on
Prevention & Management
of Cervical Cancer and has
dlso recently launched
FOGSI FOCUS PLUS on
Adult Women Vaccination,
which will build confi
dence amongst the gynae-
cologists o counsel their
patients on the available
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The Federation of Obstetric and Gynaecological Societies
of India (FOGSI) recently unveiled a comprehensive
immunisation schedule for women that provides a list of
essential vaccines that adult women should receive, and
the recommended frequency of each vaccine

A recent report highlighted that women spend 25% more
time in poor health compared to men. Vaccination can
help change this and safeguard women from vaccine-
preventable diseases, contributing to an improved
quality of life
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CAMSRep unveils
Bima Central to plan
insurance portfolio

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

CAMSRep (CAMS  Insu-
rance Repository Services)
unveiled Bima Central, a
one-stap platform for sim-
plifying insurance portfo-
lio management.

Bima Central allows us-
ers to manage life, health
and motor  policies
through their secure e-in-
surance account (elA), said
CAMS wholly owned subsi-
diary in a statement.

Registered users of elA
will get access to Bima Cen-
tral for managing their pol-
icies with various insurers,
with features such as sim-
plified policy information,
renewals and reminders,
profile management of

The interface allows
users to manage
policies through
their secure
e-insurance account

personal data and nomi-
nee information, policy ca-
lendar, and more,

The current interface is
available in English and
Hindi on Android, i05 and
on the web portal.

SBl General has been
the anchor insurer from
the research and design
phase. 1CICI Prudential
Life, Star Union Daichi
Life, TATA AlA and Aditya
Birla Health are at various
stages of integrating their
services with Bima Central.
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CAMSRep (CAMS Insurance Repository Services) unveiled
Bima Central, a one-stop platform for simplifying insurance
portfolio management.

Bima Central allows users to manage life, health and motor
policies through their secure e-insurance account (elA),
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120 million people
forcibly displaced
cglobally, savs UN

ARemce France-Presse
CENEVA

A stagmering tocal of 120 mmillion people are Iving
loccibly displaced by war. veolence, and persoeca
tiom, thwe UN sud on Thursday, brarxEng the ever
increasing nvurnber a “terrible incdicoment on the
state of the waorkd™

The Uniced Natioms refugee sgeency UNHOCE
s foecesd displascemern $SobaFy Rad onoe agsain

sha - Coiv
4 WO ey
> ol desplaced pop
» o that of jJapan,

v, very bix driver ol
enl” UN retugee chicf Filippw
ramxcli 1ol reposrters
Az the end of ks vear. 117 3 million peoplie were
dispilacesd, UNIICR said in a regxnt. And by the
eod of Aparidl, the rmamber Tust swelled furthe
with an essimsated 120 millllon peogde aroumd th
woor k! Bvirgs I dispiaoesnent, The mummber 5 1
Foomn D00 s dThon A& Year ages, ars -
o 12 comsaciEive Yeurs
2012 amyid a2 comberzation o
rises arnd a ilure 1o resoive
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The United Nations has said today that a record-breaking
120 million people were living in a forcibly displaced
status globally between the beginning of 2023 to May
2024.

The new data was revealed in the Global Trends report
by the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR). The
report said, that around 117.3 million people remained
forcibly displaced at the end of 2023, having been forced
to flee persecution, conflict, violence, human rights
violations and events seriously disturbing public order.
UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi told
reporters that conflict remains an important driver of
mass displacement.

Myanmar, Afghanistan, Ukraine, Palestine, Congo,
Somalia, Haiti, Syria and Armenia were among the
countries mentioned where conflict and violence had
forced people to seek safety elsewhere.
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Red Fort case; sandards forawardingdeath & Pesidents merey power

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM

NEWDELHI JUNE 13

PRESDENTDROUPADI ‘.!urrw‘mnmm
amercy pcition fledby Pakistanin
Mahammed Arif who was
death forthe December 22, 2000 terrorist
attackatthe R Fort n whichthree peo-
pleincluding two Army jawans were illed

The President’ decision, madecn May
21 cameafer A toobsainelief om
the DelhiHigh Courtand Supreme Courtin
his appeals againstatrial courtorder of
(ctober 2003, He can challenge the
President’s decision and prolong the pro-
coedings urther

What standard do courts apply indeath
sentencecases?

[n 1980, the Supreme Court (Bachan
Singhv Sateof unjob) upheldthe consti-
tionality of the death penalty but estab-
lished important guardralls ‘ludgfx“lm
courtsak,"shoulkd ney
and the death penalty should not h\
awarded "save imthe rarest of rare cases
Whenthealterativeoptions unquestion-
ablyforechosed,and all possble mitigating
circumstances have been considered.

The coust hasreafirmed the Yarestof
rare"standardinsevesaldecisons sce then,

The Report of the 262nd Law
Comemission published in 2015 recom
mended the ‘absolute aboliton” of the

death penaleyforallcrimes ceher hanter- - |

rorismrlatedoflences and waging war'

Onthe Pesident's power to"grantpar- |
dons et andosuspend emitorcommute
sentencesincertaincases (Artce T2ofthe

Constirution) the aw Commission Report
said these mercy powers' provided addi-
tionalprotection aganst posibl miscar-
riageofjustice and, therefor, case found
Unft for mercy meritcapial punishment."

What happened during theattackat
theRed Fort? How was Arifarrested?
ateeveningon December 22,2000 two
Lashkar - Tayyebateroristssneahed inothe
R Fortand opene fieklng o jawans
ofthe Amny's Raputana ifles rgment and
acivlian secunty gard before scaping,
Investigators made a breakthrough a-

h'muu rifles were found abando md

M . 2 others on February 20,
bty pin 2001, and a supplementary chargesheeton - and TS Thakur rejected the appe
- March 25 that year. The trialof 11 accused - theattacan “undeclared

pﬂm’b,!‘h nBxpress

A polythene m,mwmnmsn anda
slipwithamobile phone number omitwas
alsofound whichedDehiPolketoAvfalas
Ashlag, He was amested on December 26,

‘o)

:\\4 InNovember
"IQN 2022, the
~ Supreme Court

b rjected Anfs

eview petiion, o

4 Ahive

dlongvith hiswife Rehmana YusufFaroog. - and sentenced Anfto death,
A directedpoliceto ne Abu Shyamal

aliasFizal who was kil inanencounter - How did Ari'sappeals pocess

athishideoutin Batla House, Okhla Anceher — progpess?

llesed miitaneidentfedasAbuSulinwas In2007 the DedhiHigh Courtconfirmed

Jilled in an encounter in the trialcourt’sdecision to

nagar sentence Arifto death, Arif
Delhi Police filed thenappeakd tothe Supreme
chargesheet against Arifand LAW Court On August 10,2011,a

Benchofjustics

beganon September 1,201 Overthanext  eign mercenanies”

three years, the prosecutionexamined 235 Providinga histoncaloverview ofRed Ft
itnesses,and thetrialcourreserved jug- - tohighlightissignificanceas anational mor
menton October 14,2005, On October 31, ument the Benchstated that ‘aven without
thecourtfoundsevenoftheaccusedguiy, - anyreferencetoany othercaselaw’ thecase

g
-+ data record, but

satsiesthe standardof the ‘st o e’
Arifcontinued to ile ptitions at the
Supreme Courtagangtth death sentence,
The first review peition was rejectedin
August 2012, andthe following curaivepe-
fition ~ wherethe apex courtcan only in-
reisanobviouserrorinitsde-
cison ~was reected n amuary 204,
That same year,Arif fled another wrt
peicon, rguing hatcases anising out ofa
ddhannnulmuldhhmdm&mh
0f three judges or more,and that his 2012
eview petiton shoukd be heard aftesh. A

fu\ Judge Luruumllm*&rnhxns\pnrrhw P
greed

md(u.q)pm}mmndsmm finalstage
0fthe journey ofa comictondeath row”,
The casewas then placed beforea three-
Jucge Bench led by former Chie usticeof
India UL Lt On November )
Dyearsaftertheattack the Benchrejected
Avisple,finding that“there was a direct

attack on the unity,inegrity and sover- (i
r - eignyofindia"

Thecourtseasidefindings asedoncall
held that“other circum-
stances on record do clearly spefl ot and
prove beyond any doubt the invohvement
ofthe eview pettioner i thecrime.."

President Murmureceived Arifs mercy
petition on May 15,204,

Whatcan happen here onward?

Arif has the option of challenging the
Prsident refectionofis mency petiton.

Ataprocedurallevel, the apexcourthas
ek that the President’s powermust e
encsed based onthe aid and advice of he
CouncilofMinisers and canbe
on muliple grounds ~ incldin
vant material was not considered, the
ponerywasenerised based on poltical con-
sideration, ortha there s no applica-
fionof mind.

The top court ms o commuted the

decidingmercy
of Satmgan Chauhany.§ )

lhuuunmommmumlth lence
ofone Gurmeet Singh after e spent 27
yearsincustody (and 21 years on death
row) The court ound that there was anin-

aty - ordinatedelay md\udqwm mery p\n

hmdwur\.x With an order ofthe
Bombay High Court which commuted the
death sentence awarded toa woman and
ersisteron grounds ofnordinate delayin
deciding the mercy petitionsof theacused,

Afhasspent oer 23 yearsin cusody,
andchoseto 19 earsunderadesthsentence,

-
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In 1980, the Supreme Court (Bachan Singh v. State of
Punjab) upheld the constitutionality of the death
penalty, but established important guardrails. “Judges”,
the court said, “should never be bloodthirsty”, and the
death penalty should not be awarded “save in the rarest
of rare cases when the alternative option is
unquestionably foreclosed”, and all possible mitigating
circumstances have been considered.

he court has reaffirmed the “rarest of rare” standard in
several decisions since then.

The Report of the 262nd Law Commission published in
2015 recommended the “absolute abolition” of the
death penalty “for all crimes other than terrorism related
offences and waging war”

On the President’s power to “grant pardons, etc., and to
suspend, remit or commute sentences in certain cases”
(Article 72 of the Constitution), the Law Commission
Report said these ‘mercy powers’ provided additional
protection against possible miscarriage of justice and,
“therefore, cases found unfit for mercy merit capital
punishment.”
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PIB:GS 3-Economy * In asignificant stride for India's fresh fruit export sector,

the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA), under the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, facilitated the successful export
of the first consignment of MD 2 variety pineapples to
the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

e The MD 2 pineapple, also known as "Golden Ripe" or
"Super Sweet," has become the gold standard in the
pineapple industry, with significant cultivation in
countries like Costa Rica, the Philippines, and Thailand.

Mty of Commercs & Industy

APEDA faciitates first Consignment of MD 2 Pineapples fiom India fo UAE
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