
18th June, 2024



The Hindu-Population and Associated Issues (GSI)-

Page 6

The Dhangars are shepherds who live mostly in 
Western Maharashtra and Marathwada.
The Dhangars are currently on Maharashtra’s list of Vimukta
Jati and Nomadic Tribes (VJNT), but they have been 
demanding Scheduled Tribe (ST) status for the past several 
decades.
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• The distinction between conventional combatants and 
mercenaries is a fundamental cornerstone of 
international humanitarian law (IHL). A combatant is 
typically a member of the armed forces of a party to the 
conflict, whereas a mercenary is recruited from a third-
party state unrelated to the conflict. 

• Article 47 of Additional Protocol I to the Geneva 
Conventions (API) envisages six cumulative conditions for 
a person to qualify as a mercenary. The person i) should 
be specially recruited locally or abroad in order to fight in 
an armed conflict, ii) has taken a direct part in the 
hostilities, iii) is motivated to take part in the hostilities 
essentially by the desire for private gain and, in fact, is 
promised, by or on behalf of a party to the conflict, 
material compensation substantially in excess of that 
promised or paid to combatants of similar ranks and 
functions in the armed forces of that party, iv) is neither 
a national of a party to the conflict nor a resident of 
territory controlled by a party to the conflict, v) is not a 
member of the armed forces of a party to the conflict, vi) 
has not been sent by a state which is not a party to the 
conflict on official duty as a member of its armed forces.

•
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The Hindu :_GS 2-IR  –Page 12 • President Biden and Prime Minister Modi announced the 
U.S.-India initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology 
(iCET) in May 2022 to elevate and expand strategic 
technology partnership and defense industrial 
cooperation between the governments, businesses, and 
academic institutions of our two countries.
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The Hindu :GS3-Science and Tech(GSIII)    • Digi Yatra, a check-in service at airports based on facial 
recognition technology, may be implemented at hotels 
and public places such as historical monuments

• The Digi Yatra initiative is digital processing of air 
travellers which uses their biometrics such as a facial 
scan instead of a boarding pass to enable paperless 
movement through various checkpoints at an airport. 
The initiative was rolled out at airports in December 
2022, and today covers 14 airports while 15 more 
airports will be included by the end of 2024.

• The primary aim of the initiative at the time its policy 
document was launched in 2017 was to improve 
passenger throughput (or number of passengers passing 
through various checkpoints) at airports.
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The Hindu –Environment(GSIII)  • CBAM is the EU's landmark tool to fight carbon leakage 
and one of the central pillars of the EU's ambitious Fit for 
55 Agenda. 

• It will equalise the price of carbon between domestic 
products and imports. This will ensure that the EU's 
climate policies are not undermined by production 
relocating to countries with less ambitious green 
standards or by the replacement of EU products by more 
carbon-intensive imports. CBAM is a WTO-compatible 
measure that encourages global industry to embrace 
greener and more sustainable technologies.
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Indian Express–Agriculture (GSIII)-Page 10 • Direct Seeded Rice (DSR) describes the process of 
growing rice from seeds sown in the ground as opposed 
to transplanting seedlings from a nursery. 

• DSR, as the name suggests, requires no nursery 
preparation or transplantation. Paddy seeds are directly 
sown, roughly 20-30 days prior to when they would have 
been transplanted. .

• Direct seeded rice is seen to be most productive, 
environmentally friendly and financially feasible rice 
production systems used today.
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Indian Express–S&T (GSIII)-Page 10 • Mifepristone is part of the two-drug regimen used for 
medical abortion. A patient first takes mifepristone to 
induce an abortion and then misoprostol to empty the 
uterus.

• While mifepristone blocks progesterone — a hormone 
that supports menstruation and maintaining a pregnancy 
— misoprostol triggers uterine contractions, causing the 
body to expel the pregnancy as in a miscarriage.
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Indian Express:GS 3-Economy • Government’s Remission of Duties and Taxes on 
Exported Products (RoDTEP) Scheme. 

• The RoDTEP rates are decided by the commerce ministry 
based on the recommendation made by a committee 
headed by former Commerce and Home Secretary GK 
Pillai.

• The RoDTEP scheme, announced in January 2021, 
refunds embedded duties and taxes, such as VAT on fuel 
used in transportation, mandi tax and duty on electricity. 
It replaced the WTO-incompatible Merchandise Exports 
from India Scheme (MEIS) scheme, which had faced 
several challenges from WTO members.

• The RoDTEP scheme operates under a budgetary 
framework and for FY 23-24, Rs 15,070 crore was 
allocated to boost exports of items such as 
pharmaceuticals, organic and inorganic chemicals and 
articles of iron and steel among other items.

•
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PIB:GS 3-Economy • Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will release the 
17th instalment of the PM-KISAN scheme on 18th June 
2024 at Varanasi in which more than 9.26 Cr. farmers will 
receive the benefits amounting to over Rs.20,000 crore.

• PM-KISAN scheme launched on 24th February 2019 to 
supplement the financial needs of all land-holding 
farmers subject to certain exclusion criteria of higher 
income status. Financial benefit of Rs 6,000/- per year in 
three equal instalments, every four months, is 
transferred into the bank accounts of farmers’ families 
across the country through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) 
mode. Till now over Rs 3.04 lakh crores has been 
disbursed to more than 11 Crore farmers across the 
nation and with this release, the total amount 
transferred to the beneficiaries since the inception of the 
scheme will cross well over Rs 3.24 lakh crores.
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PIB:GS 3-Defense • An Indian Air Force (IAF) contingent participated in the 
Exercise Red Flag 2024 conducted at Eielson Air Force 
Base, Alaska of the United States Air Force, from 04 Jun 
to 14 Jun 24. This was the second edition of Ex Red Flag 
2024, which is an advanced aerial combat training 
exercise, held four times in a year by the US Air Force. 
The exercise witnessed participation of the Indian Air 
Force along with Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF), 
Royal Air Force (RAF) of the United Kingdom, Royal 
Netherlands Air Force (RNLAF), German Luftwaffe, and 
the US Air Force (USAF)..

• Red Flag is an air combat exercise conducted with 
multiple scenarios designed to provide realistic combat 
settings.
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