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! The Dhangars are shepherds who live mostly in
The Hindu-Population and Associated Issues (GSI)- ' Western Maharashtra and Marathwada.

Page 6 . The Dhangars are currently on Maharashtra’s list of Vimukta
i Jati and Nomadic Tribes (VINT), but they have been

“f)B(: lell(l?m sh )lll(‘l ! demanding Scheduled Tribe (ST) status for the past several
focus on ST quota for D eeedes

Dhangar community’ :
Abhbriay st de |

MLMEA

Pro-Maratha gpacotas activest
Moo jarangoe acsl o
Monday saic] thar OBC
osmders shoudd paoritiecs
seCurind ST Geogory roscr

vathwrs Soor the Divsiysa

coanmuuniry rathor chan OEC R0ars arg Mot GOesTE 6%
crtcisargs the demand fox Swvi Woarvos levarge Pats.
MNoarae ha guecontaes =Ty

e s thae OEC deasders
are “mew their coDnoemes™ rartha reservmion ander
sl asssare) that Marathces Cher OFC Calegory, T acTi-
woulkd suppost the Dhan viszs from the Othwer Back
Lar conmummmny s rescrva war<d Chasses in Falnag hase
thoe tandder the Scheduled v fasting, secelomgt s
ITibes ST) cascgowry rarce that thewr guoca will
NOC owr enearies. | huave oot OUOn Moodday, a gowvesn
spoken anyvihioss agasesst oot Jdoelogomion, ded by
thens Bratead of cribosing Spare Mimvdster Aanul Soree
amd oo aboum che Ma Rapa Sabha mesnbesr D
ratha guota, they sHhould Bhawoe Kaosd and Shav
speond el gy oo get SeNsG MP-edect  Sanaddigaen
rescrvation o the Diban PBhumse, et wieh the fasa
EAr commemimnity urnaler the neg asctiveses | TR

ST cawgoey. The Naaiaha Hake and Nonoocuah: Wagh-
comarunity will ofso smand cTiase urgng them o emd

fArmby wiath thean " e said chesiy Gesa, Dot theey pefinse]

from & prhaste hospital In The protesters clarifed
Chd st rageari Sarmbdeajine chum they are noa aaaainse
At (Poevicn iy A LT - MMaramths reservations, Das
hat wwhoers hao e swioTronn 2 chaoankdt noe snirvascr sho
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Laws on mercenaries in war zones
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The distinction between conventional combatants and
mercenaries is a fundamental cornerstone of
international humanitarian law (IHL). A combatant is
typically a member of the armed forces of a party to the
conflict, whereas a mercenary is recruited from a third-
party state unrelated to the conflict.

Article 47 of Additional Protocol | to the Geneva
Conventions (API) envisages six cumulative conditions for
a person to qualify as a mercenary. The person i) should
be specially recruited locally or abroad in order to fight in
an armed conflict, ii) has taken a direct part in the
hostilities, iii) is motivated to take part in the hostilities
essentially by the desire for private gain and, in fact, is
promised, by or on behalf of a party to the conflict,
material compensation substantially in excess of that
promised or paid to combatants of similar ranks and
functions in the armed forces of that party, iv) is neither
a national of a party to the conflict nor a resident of
territory controlled by a party to the conflict, v) is not a
member of the armed forces of a party to the conflict, vi)
has not been sent by a state which is not a party to the
conflict on official duty as a member of its armed forces.
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NSAs of India, UsS. review progress on
iCET, silent on Pannun investigation

Ajit Doval and Jake Sullivan resolve to prevent the ‘leakage’ of sensitive technologies to countries of ‘concer’ they welcome the discussions on India
planned acquisition of MQ-9B drones, announce launch of a new semiconductor parmership between General Atomics and Indian firm 3rdiTech

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

ational Security Ad-
N\N"I (NSA) Aji De-
val and his US.

counterpart, Jake Sullivan,
who is on a two-day visit to
India, on Monday resolved
to prevent the “keakage” of
sensitive and  dualuse
technologies to countries
of “concern” as they
chaired the second meet
ing of the initiative on Crit-
ical and Emerging Tech
nology (iCET).

Mr. Sullivan arvived just
hours after reports con-
firmed that Indlan national
Nikhil Gupta was extradic-
ed 1o the 15, for aleged
links 0 a plot to assassi
nate Sikh sepacatist Gur-
patwant Singh Parnun,
While neither side con-
firmed if the Pannun case
was discussed, it was ex-
pected to be high on the
agenda.

During the second iCET
meeting, the twn NSAs set
the vision for the next
chapter of the strategic

according to a joint fact
sheet issued after the dia-
logue.

“They  underscored
their — commitment  to
orienting our cooperation
around — breakhrough
achievements in priority
critieal and emerging-tech-
nology areas, by focusing
our efforts on co-produc-
tion, codevelopment, and
research and development
opportunities to ensure we

stay at the leading edge of

innovation and enhancing
coordination  with  like-
minded nations to deliver
secure, reliable, and cost-
ocompetitive technology so-
lutions for the Indian and
American people and our
partners  around  the
workd," the fact sheet sald,

Mr. Sullivan also held
talks with External Affabrs
Minister 8. Jaishankar and
later called on Prime Mi-
nister  Narendra  Modi.
“Met US NSA Jake Sullivan.
India is committed to
further strengthen the In-
dia-Us  Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partner-

Comenting ties: 11.5. Natianal Security ddvisar Jakn Sullivan calls

on Prime Minister Narendra Mod: in Ne

Modi said on X.

On Tuesday, both the
NSAs are scheduled to ad-
dress the Indla-L.S, 1CET
roundtable with industry
heads, organised by the
Confederation of Indian In
dustry (CI1),

Mr. Sullivan’s India visit
was cancelled twice earlier
duc  to geopolitical
developments,

India and the US. are
currently in advanced stag-
es of talks for the purchase
of 31 MQ9B unmanned ae-

\v Delhion Monday, an

manufacture of General
ilectric G=114 Jet engines
aswell as the Stryker infan-
ry vehicles,

“We welcome the dis
cusslons — on India's
planned acquisition of the
MQ9B platforms, the pos-
sible co-production of land
warfare systems, and pro-
gress on other co-produc
tion initiatives outlined in
the India U8, Roadmap for
Defense Industrial Conper-
ation,” the fact sheet sald
in this regard.

priority area for hoth
countries, the fact sheet
announced the launch of a
new strategic semiconduc-
tor partership between
General Atomics and In-
dian firm 3rditech o co-
develop  semiconductor
destan and manufacture of
“precision guided ammu
nilon and other national
security focused electron
cs plattorms”.

The fact sheet also out
lined several steps both
countries would take in
new and emerging areas
which in a large way would
ilso address dependency
on China.

For instance, on rare-
earth minerals, It sad,
“Promoting India’s vital
role In the Mineral Security
Partnership,  including
through co-investing tn a
lithium resource project in
South America and a rare
carths deposit in Africa, to
responsibly and sustaina-
by diversify critical miner
al supply chains*

The ambitious ICET was
announced by Mr. Modi

Riden on the sidelines n
the Quad Summit in Toky
in May 2022 and wa
launched by the NSAs in Ja
nuars X023 comprising ke
technology sectors includ
Ing space, semicondue
tors, advanced telecommu
nications, artificia
intelligence,  quantun
sclence,  biotechnology
and clean energy.

Subsequently,  nev
arcas were included in
¢luding  biotechnology
critical mincrals and rar
earths processing technol
agles, digital cannectivity
digital public infrastruc
tre and  advance
materials,

Pannun investigation
Indian natonal Mr, Gupta
52, was arrested in the
Czeck Republic fast year a
the request of the US. go
vernment over the plo
against Pannun,

India, which has come
under intense  pressur
from the LS. and othe
countries, has instinred ¢
high-level investigation in

NEXT
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President Biden and Prime Minister Modi announced the
U.S.-India initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology
(iCET) in May 2022 to elevate and expand strategic
technology partnership and defense industrial
cooperation between the governments, businesses, and
academic institutions of our two countries.
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‘Digi Yatra could be expanded to
hotels, rail travel, public places’

The e-gaates are ablso being rmped up at alrports o cover varlous checkpoints such as baggzge drop and boarding gates
the vision is 1o enhance seamless movement across India says CEO of Digd Yarra Foundaoon Suresh Khadakbhavi

Jagritl Chandra
NEW DELM

Wi Yatra, a check
N service af air
ports based on fa

clal recognition technoko-
£, may be implemented at
botels and publc places
such as wcal mom
Inents, s s chuiel exec
mive officer of the Dign Ya
tra  Foundation, Suresh
Khadakbhavi. A prototype
ks use-case has been
ped and discussions
are on with vernment
AgENCwes 8 & the Tou-
Hsm Ministry,

“The vision Is o create
travel stack for ses

movement across Indla,
Mr. Khadakbhavi sead in an
exclusive Interview  with
The Hindu while talking
aboust the future use-cases
of Digh Yarra

“This would enhance
traved experence for 2 ton
rist who has w0 produce a
passport for check-in at a
hoted or at police stations
for verificasion.” he sakl
Digl Yatra could also be
wsed lor rall traved, and an
initial descussion has also
been held with the Ralhway
Mindstry. Nathonads of cer
taln countres such as Pa
kistan are required

, .

0 re
ward ol el C

ra Suresh Khadakbhawn &

stanon. Tounst
nationalities
ca for

ol other
hodd a vi

4 for a pernod of more
80 days, are also re
quired 10 register at the Fo
reign Regional Registration
Oflice (FRRO).

Me. Khadakbhavi ex
phained that extending Dy
Yatra to hotels and pubbc
places would prevent data
loakage as people often
vend to share unencrypeed
form of identity docu

ments through photoco
pies and screenshoes, whe-
reas Digl Yatra [D does not
carry any personally xlen
tifiable information. The
D Yatra Central Ecosys-
tern only saves a hash valse
or & numerical value that
Yl}"nl"l"\ 'h" comtent “’
the file 30 that none of the
four data items shared by
neccanaure at the Hme af

be leaked anywhere

Launched in 2022
The Digh Yatra initiative is
dightal processing of alr tra
vellers which uses their
blometrics such as a lacial
scan instead of a boarding
pass 0 enable paperiess
movement through va
rhous checkpolnts at an air
port. The initative was
ralled out & sirposts in De
cember 2022, and today
covers M alrports while 15
more airports will be m
cluded by the end of 2024
Ihe primary sim of the
initistive & the time its pol
iy document was
Enched in 2007 was to &n
prove passenger through
put (or number of passen
through
various checkpoints) an air
wwte This termibl achiio

pers  passing

ing passenger volumes by
ensuring more efficient air
port operations, alongside
physical expansion of air
ports in the country. Bat
the proposed wse case for
hotels and other public
places implies that the role
for Digd Yatra coukd extend
beyond air travel. The Digi
Yatra Foundation ieself is &
not-Sor-profe private com
pany which is a consort
um of five ]'l"\‘-‘-’l' )'.”\“."k
that have a combined sha
reholding of 7%, and the
Alrports Authority of India
which holds the remainder
26% share

Al airports, so far Dyg
Yatra epgates were de
ploved primarily at entry
gates outside airports as
well a8 security screening
queves inside the passen
etk al b bSine ANuvw

well a8 baggrage dvops. “[x
i Yatra was envisaged foo
all the uchpolnts, such &
Al port entry gaes, check
I baggage drop  aw
boarding gates. But air
ports rolled them out fo
Alrport entry gates and s
curity checkpoints, an
some have started 1o als
implement it = bageay
drop,” Mr. Khadakbhay
said explaining this woulc
elminate the need for pro
dudcing boarding  passes
wWhersver passengers an
reqjuired to do so.

On the issue of privacy
concerns raised by its pok
¢y document, such as ac

= to data Sor third party
vendors and the arcum
stances under whach in
mandatory  data  pung
within 24 hours can be se
aside, the CEO said that thy
foundation will soom be re
leasing 2 revised policy
document to address lan
wusge lssues that haw
raised concerms over posst
ble misase

On concerns over Lack o
consent from users ot alr
ports where  enroiment:
are being carried out o¢
the day of travel, Mr, Kha
dakbhani blamed “overen
thusiasm”™ among privas

stafl in enrolling travellen
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Digi Yatra, a check-in service at airports based on facial
recognition technology, may be implemented at hotels
and public places such as historical monuments

The Digi Yatra initiative is digital processing of air
travellers which uses their biometrics such as a facial
scan instead of a boarding pass to enable paperless
movement through various checkpoints at an airport.
The initiative was rolled out at airports in December
2022, and today covers 14 airports while 15 more
airports will be included by the end of 2024.

The primary aim of the initiative at the time its policy
document was launched in 2017 was to improve
passenger throughput (or number of passengers passing
through various checkpoints) at airports.
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EU carbon border tax will pena

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDO/BRUSSELS

British wind and solar
farms exporting power to
continental Europe could
face C02 fees from 2026-
even though they don't
produce any emissions
unless the United Kingdom
(UK) and European Union
(EU) can agree to changes
dround the EU's carbon
border tax.

The charges, set outina
little-noticed clause of the
€02 levy law, could hit re-
venues of renewable ener-
gy projects in the UK, add
10 already-high EU power
prices and even lead to
higher emissions, industry
sources and analysts told

“It's a problem on both
sides,” said Adam Berman,
deputy director of industry
group Energy UK.

‘I disincentivises
clean power in the UK at
the moment in which
We're trying o ramp up
provision of clean power,
and it's going to increase
(power) prices in northem
Europe”

The Carbon Border Ad-
justment — Mechanism
(CBAM) will impose a CO2
emissions fee on mports
{othe EU of steel, cement,
dluminium, - fertilisers,
clectricty and hydrogen,
unless the exporting na-
tion has equal CO2 pricing
poliies.

Under its current de-
sign, the CO2 fee for power
would be calculated using
adefault value based on av-
amane and Ll ote oo

Green penaty: EU charges can make t uneconomical to export excess clean power to Europe. REVTERS

generation emissions, The

British energy industry

says that will unfairly pe-

nalise renewables.
“Itisanissuethat we are

conscious of and one that
i

eentend ulosil

has raised, with the EU"
Catherine Stewart, the UK
Treasury's deputy director
for trade poliy, told an
event in Brussels last
month,

Ry, T

sion spokesperson said it
would continue talks with
all countries, including the
UK, on the design of the
carbon levy before finals
ing its application from

The extra cost could
make it uneconomical to
export excess clean power
from Britain to Burope at
cortain times when de-
mand is weaker, renewa:
bles- generation is high,
and power prices are low,
analysts said,

Analysis from Aurora
Energy Research, shared
with Reuters, showed as
much as 3 gigawatt hours
(GWh) of renewable power
generation, - enough to
power up to 2,000 homes
ayear, could be curtailed
by 2030 f the fee proves a
disincentive o exportes,

“Youare addinga taxon
exporting, sothis essential
Iy reduces the profit mar-
gin every time you want to
export,” said Pranav Me-
nion, GB Power & Renewa-
bles Lead at Aurora,

Y7, SN

der fee could knock 5% off
the price ritish renewable
projects can earn for their
power, Aurora said.

Higher prices

Reduced access to cheap
Pritsh electricity could in-
crease wholesale power
prices by up to 4% in mar-
ets like Ireland and North-
em lrelands Integrated
Flectricity Market which
import a lot of power from
the UK, the Aurora analysis
showed.

If European countries
boost coal and gas power
generation to make up the
shortfall, C02 emissions
could even rise-by as
muchas 13 million tonnesa
year, equivalent to emis:
sions of § million cars, an
earlier analysis by AFRY
sliggested.

.

IS¢ British green energy

sfon spokesperson said ré
newable power export
will be able to avoid th
(02 ee ifthey can compl
with certain criteria an
prove their origin,

But industry figures sa
that could be tough,

“Most of the electrict
(across interconnectors) i
traded anonymously . §
it almost impossible ¢
demonstrate what that car
bon contentis,"said Pietes
Jan Marsboom, product
and services manager ¢
UKBelgian power intel
connector Nemo Link.

British and EU diplc
mats have quietly begu:
discussing the issue, bu
the highly politcal natur
of any postBrexit deal
Detween the two means
progress s expected be
fore the UK general elec

NEXT
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CBAM is the EU's landmark tool to fight carbon leakage
and one of the central pillars of the EU's ambitious Fit for
55 Agenda.

It will equalise the price of carbon between domestic
products and imports. This will ensure that the EU's
climate policies are not undermined by production
relocating to countries with less ambitious green
standards or by the replacement of EU products by more
carbon-intensive imports. CBAM is a WTO-compatible
measure that encourages global industry to embrace
greener and more sustainable technologies.
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D3R cultvationneeds ess water fabour, why it sl ot popularin Punjab?

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR JUNE 17

DIRECTSEEDINGof rice (DSR the technigue
of sowing promoted by the Punjab govem-
mentforthe past several years,hasnot had
many takersthisseason as well DSR known
a the far-wattar technique of sowing,
started last month, and sowing by the tra-
ditional transplantation method on june 11

and lead tobetter crop health,

DR does not require nursery prepara-
tionortransplantation. Paddy seedsaredi-
rectlysownin the ield 20- 30 days ahead of
wwhen they would have been transplanted.

Afterthe fiekd has beenimigated and pre-
pared usinga laser eveler seeding s camid
outusing aseed drill o lucky seeder ma-

ching. It is crucial o treat the seeds ~ they ¢

EREUTR I -«m

* of Punjab's soilis Bght-{extured.

are soakedt n a fungicde soluion foreight  FEAR

hours,and dried for halfa daybefore sowing

Last year, only 173 Thefirstround of i~
khacresofthe 791k A= W[\ etioni cared out21
acres under paddy culti- days after sowing, fol-

vation in Punjab - only AGRICULTURE lowed by anather 14-17
25~ were sown by DSR. Tounds at7-10 day inter-
The government's target i to bring 7 akh - vals, depending on the sol type and qual-
acres under DSR this year, less than 10% - ityof monsoon rain, The final ound o iri-
of the totalrice acreage. It has offered an  gationisdone 10 days before harvesting,

incentive of Rs 1500 per acre to
- Newolle ufnen

Direct seeding of rice (DSR) and (right) paddy transplantation. AsuAgihotr Oaba

Punjab, where rapily plunging groundwa-
ter levels foretel a crisis of desertification.

DSRaksorequires esslabour, and thecrop
matures - 10dayssooner which keaaesfam-

heavy or medium-o-heavy-textured s,

Thisis primarily because hght-textured soils

o not retain water well.
Asenioroffcerinthe Punjab Agriculture

havelsscay and moresand, r M Bhwlar,
Principal Agronomistat Punjab Agriculture
University(PALI) Ludhiana, whoheaded the
development of the tar-wattar DSR tech-
nique, told The ndian Expressthat only 208

The Majha (northwestern) and Doaba
(northeastem) eghons of the tate predom-
inantlyhave heavy-and medium-to-heavy-
textured soil, whereas Malwa (central and
southern Punjab) contains pockets of
heavy-textured, medium-textured, and
light-textured sois.

IRON CONTENT: The iron content of
the soil also datermines the suitablity of
DR, Soilsthat are severely deficientiniron
are not suitable for tr-wattar DSR.

Expertssay that inseveral places, even
medium-textured soilsare unsuitable only
due tothe lack of iron. Thisis likely to be

whichis brown in colour.

Lackafiron content can severely impact
yields. Sometimes, farmers may even have
to transplant the crop anyway, after a
month or 5o, leading to DSR losing its
labour-saving benefits.

The way forward

Farmers who use DSR in unsuitable soil
oftendonatget heexpected yields andend
up developing apprehensions regarding the
technique and revert to the traditional
method Negative feedback spreads quickly
byword of mouth, dissading even farmers
or whose felds DSRmay have beenideal,

Education and awareness of famers is
¥eytoenablethe adoptionofthe new tech-
nique, and departure from the older
method, experts say. They suggest that ex-
tensive traininganda ready helpline shoud

NEXT
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Direct Seeded Rice (DSR) describes the process of
growing rice from seeds sown in the ground as opposed
to transplanting seedlings from a nursery.

DSR, as the name suggests, requires no nursery
preparation or transplantation. Paddy seeds are directly
sown, roughly 20-30 days prior to when they would have
been transplanted. .

Direct seeded rice is seen to be most productive,
environmentally friendly and financially feasible rice
production systems used today.
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MIFEPRISTONE

Commonly available pill, part of a two-drug regimen
along with misoprostol, used for medical abortions

THE US Supreme Court on June 13 re-
jected a petition by anti-abortion groups
seeking to undo the Food and Drug
Administration's [FDA) approval of
mifepristone, a commondy available abor-
tion pall. In a unandmaones ruling authored
bay Justice Brett M Kavanauwgh, the court
hedd that the petitioners lacked a direct
stake in the dispute, and thus could not
enne ithe FDAL

‘Whille this werdict preserves aocess bo
miifepristone in the US for the tme being,
the court has kept the doors open boother
atternpis o limit the availability of the drneg.

This development comes nearly two
years after the United States’ apex court
overtumed Roe v Wede, effectively re-
pealing the federal right to abortion.

The drug

Mifepristone is part of the bwo-drug
regimen used for medical aborson. The
patient first takes mifepristone to induce
an abortion, and then misoprostol o
empty the uterus. Mifepristone Bocks
progesterone ([ the hormone that helps
maintain a pregnancy ], misoprostol wig-
FETS Uterine contractions, causing the bochy
to exgped the foetus as ina miscarmage.

The regimen was approved for use wp
b 10 weeks of pregnancy by the FDA in
D00 Since then, more than six million
people hawve used mifepristome for abor-
tion. Currently, the pall is used in about
twen-thirds of abortions in the LIS, Soudies
hawe found the pill to be safie, and years

PR S, T TRl N Ty S —

Mifepristone is FV-approsved for
use till 10 wweeks of pregnancy. Rearers

of the drag should be suspended, rermon-
ing mifepristone from the market.

Subsequently, an appeals court in
Mews Orleans partially overtumed this
ruling tothe extent that it mvalidated the
FDW's approval of the pill. The Supremse
Court then put the appeals court's ruling
on hold, and agreed to hear the case.

Apex court’s ruling

To reject the petition by the anti-abor-
tion groups and individwal doctors, the
Supreme Court cited the “personal stake
reguirement” laid dowmn none of its 1982
judgments. The personal stake reguire-
ment basically means that the party seek-
ing relief has to have a “personal stake in
the ocutcome of the controversy”, Le_ there
has to be a causal conmection between
the appellant’s asserted injury and the
defendant’s challenged action

— e e e e el E
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Mifepristone is part of the two-drug regimen used for
medical abortion. A patient first takes mifepristone to
induce an abortion and then misoprostol to empty the
uterus.

While mifepristone blocks progesterone — a hormone
that supports menstruation and maintaining a pregnancy
— misoprostol triggers uterine contractions, causing the
body to expel the pregnancy as in a miscarriage.
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UNITED STATES & EUROPEAN UNION LAST YEAR IMPOSED CVDs ON SOME PRODUCTS

US, EU anti-subsidy action: Mechanism
to verify tax refunds in the pipeline

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEWDELHL JURETY

THE FINAMCE Ministry and the
Commerce and  Industry
Ministry are working on an in-
stitutional mechanism to verify
tax refunds given to exporters
under the government's key
duty remission schems to steer
dearofcountervailing duties im-

posed by top importing coun-  §

tries such as the European Union
[EU) and the L%, a government
official said.

This comes after the LS and
ELl last year imposed counter-
vailing duties (CVDs) on paper
file fokders, common alloy alu-
minium sheet and forged steel
fluid following an anti-subsidy
investigation. CVDs are tariffson
imported goods that are im-
posed to offset subsidies given
by the exporting country's gov-
ernment, aimed at protecting

the domestic industry.

The need for a new verifica-
tion method emerged after the
LS spught clarity on India's
methad for verification of the
rates provided to the exporters

EXPLAINED

I US queryon
@RoDTEPrates

THE U hias sought larity
on India's method for veri-
fication of the rates pro-
vided tothe exporters un-
derthe gvernment's
Rermissicmn of Duties. and
Tavees on Exported
Products {RaCTEF)
Scheme. The RoDTEP rates
are decided by the
Commerce Ministry based
on the recommendation
made by a committee.

under the government's
Remission of Duties and Taxes
on Exparted Products | RoDTEF)
Scheme. The RoDTEP rates are
decided by the Commerce
Ministry hased on the recom-

mendation made by a commit-
tee headed by former
Commerce and Home Secretary
GHPillai,

“The LS does not recognise
the GK Pillai Committee. They
are asking if India has an official
verification system in place or
not. 50 we need to have an offi-
cial verification mechanism to
ascertain or verify that the rate
which the exporters are getting
is actually within the level of
dutywhich they are paying," the
official quoted above said.

“The Commerce Ministry is
consvilting with the Department
of Revenue (DoR) to formulate a
verification mechanism to vali-
date the RoDTEP rates. Therewill
be format and teams will be de-
ployed at the field level. Details
such s who will comprise the
team and what will be the do's
and don't is being worked out.
There will be a joint system in-
volving Directorate General of

Trade Remedies| DGTR) as well,”
thie official said.

The RoDTEP scheme, an-
nounced in January 2021, re-
funds embedded duties and
taxes, such as value added tax
[VIAT) om fuel used in transporta-
tion, mandi tax.and duty onelec-
tricity. It replaced the WTO-in-
compatible  Merchandise
Exports from India Scheme
[MEIS) scheme, which had faced
several challenges from WTO
members.

The RoDTEP scheme oper-
ates under a budgetary frame-
work and for FY24, Rs 15,070
crore was allocated to boost ex-
parts of items such as pharma-
ceuticals, organic and inorganic
chemicals and articles of iron
and stee] among other tems.

Europe and the US are
among India's largesttrade part-
ners. India's exports to the Usin
FY24 stood at §77 billion and
about $56 billion to Europe.

Government’s Remission of Duties and Taxes on
Exported Products (RODTEP) Scheme.

The RoDTEP rates are decided by the commerce ministry
based on the recommendation made by a committee
headed by former Commerce and Home Secretary GK
Pillai.

The RoDTEP scheme, announced in January 2021,
refunds embedded duties and taxes, such as VAT on fuel
used in transportation, mandi tax and duty on electricity.
It replaced the WTO-incompatible Merchandise Exports
from India Scheme (MEIS) scheme, which had faced
several challenges from WTO members.

The RoDTEP scheme operates under a budgetary
framework and for FY 23-24, Rs 15,070 crore was
allocated to boost exports of items such as
pharmaceuticals, organic and inorganic chemicals and
articles of iron and steel among other items.
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PIB:GS 3-Economy * Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will release the
17t instalment of the PM-KISAN scheme on 18t June
2024 at Varanasi in which more than 9.26 Cr. farmers will
receive the benefits amounting to over Rs.20,000 crore.

* PM-KISAN scheme launched on 24t February 2019 to
supplement the financial needs of all land-holding
farmers subject to certain exclusion criteria of higher
income status. Financial benefit of Rs 6,000/- per year in
three equal instalments, every four months, is
transferred into the bank accounts of farmers’ families
across the country through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
mode. Till now over Rs 3.04 lakh crores has been
disbursed to more than 11 Crore farmers across the
nation and with this release, the total amount
transferred to the beneficiaries since the inception of the
scheme will cross well over Rs 3.24 lakh crores.

Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare

PM to release 17th installment of PM-KISAN scheme at Varanasi tomorrow

More than 9.26 Cr. farmers will receive the benefits amounting to over Rs.20,000 crore

PM to also distribute Certificates to more than 30,000 SHGs trained as Krishi Sakhis

Posted On: 17 JUN 2024 2:30PM by PIB Del
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A CONTINGENT GONPLETES SUCGESSHUL PARTIGPATION NEXERGEE
R
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An Indian Air Force (IAF) contingent participated in the
Exercise Red Flag 2024 conducted at Eielson Air Force
Base, Alaska of the United States Air Force, from 04 Jun
to 14 Jun 24. This was the second edition of Ex Red Flag
2024, which is an advanced aerial combat training
exercise, held four times in a year by the US Air Force.
The exercise witnessed participation of the Indian Air
Force along with Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF),
Royal Air Force (RAF) of the United Kingdom, Royal
Netherlands Air Force (RNLAF), German Luftwaffe, and
the US Air Force (USAF)..

Red Flag is an air combat exercise conducted with
multiple scenarios designed to provide realistic combat
settings.



