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• The Union Cabinet gave its nod to raise the minimum 
support price (MSP) for paddy by 5.35% to ₹2,300 a 
quintal for the 2024-25 kharif marketing season.

MSP
MSP stands for Minimum Support Price. It is the minimum 
rate at which farmers sell their crops to the government. 
This price prevents farmers from market fluctuation and 
offers stability and income security.
Established in 1965, the CACP or Commission for 
Agricultural Costs and Prices, recommends the MSP based 
on various factors. The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs, headed by the Prime Minister, takes the final call on 
the MSP.
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The Hindu :_GS 3-Environment  –Page 8 • International Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD), which publishes the annual 
Snow Update Report, warn water management officials 
to initiate drought management strategies and pre-
emptive emergency water supply. The Ganga river basin 
— India’s largest — reached a record low snow 
persistence in 2024. The Brahmaputra and the Indus 
basins have suffered similarly, threatening water supply 
to millions of people. Snow persistence is the fraction of 
time snow is on the ground. When this snow melts, it 
provides water to people and ecosystems. In the river 
basins of the Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH), snowmelt is 
the biggest source of water in the streams. The HKH 
mountains extend around 3,500 km over eight countries 
— Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Nepal, 
Myanmar, and Pakistan. These mountains are also called 
the “water towers of Asia” because they are the origins 
of 10 crucial river systems on the continent — Amu 
Darya, Indus, Ganga, Brahmaputra, Irrawaddy, Salween, 
Mekong, Yangtse, Yellow river, and Tarim. 
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The Hindu :GS2/IR/GS3-Economy    India and the U.S. are looking to “quickly” conclude a 
bilateral agreement on furthering cooperation on critical 
minerals between the U.S. Department of Commerce and 
the Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry and the 
Ministry of Mines, and to drive a partnership in supply 
chains for graphite, gallium, and germanium.
One of the aims will be to promote “India’s vital role in the 
mineral security partnership, including through co-investing 
in a lithium resource project in South America and a rare 
earths deposit in Africa, to responsibly and sustainably 
diversify critical mineral supply chains,”
Do you know ?
In July 2023, India released a list of 30 minerals critical for 
the country and has been looking to acquire mines abroad 
in addition to expanding exploration within the country. To 
enable this, the Mines and Minerals (Development and 
Regulation) Act, 1957 was amended through the MMDR 
Amendment Act, 2023.
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The Hindu- GS 2/Health /GS3-Science and Tech • Researchers working to develop gene therapy using 
CRISPR-Cas9, a gene-editing tool, to fight the genetic 
blood disorder that has a high prevalence rate among 
the Scheduled Tribes;

Sickle cell disease (SCD) is a group of inherited red blood cell 
disorders.
Sickle cell disease (SCD) is a group of inherited blood 
disorders. Abnormal hemoglobin is produced.
Red blood cells become hard and sticky and get stuck in 
small blood vessels, resulting in pain and other serious 
complications.

• The CRISPR-Cas9 system consists of an enzyme that 
behaves like molecular scissors, which can be directed to 
cut a piece of DNA at a precise location. This will then 
allow a guide RNA to insert a changed genetic code at 
the sites of the incision.
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The Hindu–Education (GSII)-Page 12 Parliament established Nalanda University through the 
Nalanda University Act, 2010.
The Act formed the basis for implementing the decisions 
arrived at the second East Asia Summit in the Philippines in 
2007 for the establishment of the university as an 
“international institution for pursuit of intellectual, 
philosophical, historical and spiritual studies” and at the 
fourth summit in Thailand in 2009.

Do you know ?
The ancient Nalanda University was established in the 5th 
century and attracted students from all over the world. The 
ancient university flourished for 800 years before it was 
burnt down by invaders in the 12th century.
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page 14 
• Russia, N. Korea sign defence pact, vow to assist each 

other if attacked
• North Korea and the former Soviet Union signed a treaty 

in 1961, which experts say necessitated Moscow’s 
military intervention if the North came under an attack. 
The deal was discarded after the collapse of the USSR, 
replaced by a pact in 2000 that offered weaker security 
assurances.
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The Hindu –IR(GSII) 
Australia hopes to conclude CECA talks with India by early 
next year
In 2023-24, India’s imports from Australia declined 15 per 
cent to $ 16.15 billion. India’s exports during the fiscal 
increased 14.23 per cent to $7.94 billion. Australia was 
India’s 13th largest export destination accounting for 1.83 
per cent of total exports in 2023-24. The country was India’s 
14th largest import source accounting for 2.39 per cent of 
total imports during the fiscal.
The India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade 
Agreement (ECTA) came into force on December 29, 2022.
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Indian Express:GS 2-IR China said it was willing to study a plan to connect 
Malaysia’s $10-billion East Coast Rail Link (ECRL) to other 
China-backed railway projects in Laos and Thailand, 
potentially expanding Beijing’s Belt and Road initiative 
across Southeast Asia.
China officially announced the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) in 2013.
The BRI was established with two primary components: the 
Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk 
Road. The Economic Belt part of the strategy aims to build 
and expand land routes for people and commerce across 
Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and Asia. Meanwhile, 
the Maritime Road component consists of plans for 
expanded sea routes across East Asia, South Asia, the 
Middle East and Africa.
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Indian Express:GS 2-Polity and Governance  • The scheme, with a financial outlay of Rs 2,254.43 crore 
during the period from 2024-25 to 2028-29, aims to 
establish campuses of National Forensic Sciences 
University (NFSU) across the country apart from setting 
up more central forensic science laboratories enhancing 
existing infrastructure of NFSU, Delhi..

• The scheme underscores the importance of high quality, 
trained forensic professionals in the timely and scientific 
examination of evidence for an efficient criminal justice 
process, leveraging the advancements in technology & 
evolving manifestations and methods of crime,”
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Indian Express:GS 3-Environment  • Air pollution has caused 8.1 million deaths around the 
world in 2021 with China and India accounting for more 
than half of the global burden at 2.3 and 2.1 million 
deaths respectively, according to the recently released 
State of Global Air Report

• As per the report, air pollution is considered to be one of 
the biggest killers globally, second only to high blood 
pressure. In fact, it outranks tobacco consumption as a 
leading cause of death and disability, said the report. Of 
the total deaths, 700,000 were children under the age of 
5 years. “Air pollution poses an enormous — and growing 
— public health challenge,
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PIB:GS 3-Economy • The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, today approved the Viability Gap 
Funding (VGF) scheme for offshore wind energy projects 
at a total outlay of Rs.7453 crore, including an outlay of 
Rs.6853 crore for installation and commissioning of 1 GW 
of offshore wind energy projects (500 MW each off the 
coast of Gujarat and Tamil Nadu), and grant of Rs.600 
crore for upgradation of two ports to meet logistics 
requirements for offshore wind energy projects.

• The VGF scheme is a major step towards implementation 
of the National Offshore Wind Energy Policy notified in 
2015 with an aim to exploit the vast offshore wind 
energy potential that exists within the exclusive 
economic zone of India. The VGF support from the 
Government will reduce the cost of power from offshore 
wind projects and make them viable for purchase by 
DISCOMs
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