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• India’s road transport sector contributes about 12% to 
the country’s CO2 emissions, according to the 
International Energy Agency, making it the third most 
greenhouse gas emitting sector after energy and 
agriculture. The Union government has been attempting 
to fast track decarbonising transport for almost a decade 
with the introduction of the Faster Adoption and 
Manufacture of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles, or FAME in 
2015.

• FAME attempts to generate demand for electric vehicles 
(EVs) and hybrids by subsidising retail sales, encouraging 
the manufacture of components and creating and 
nurturing an EV ecosystem nationwide.
• The third iteration of this policy is likely to be 

announced in this year’s Union Budget.
• The Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led government’s 

flagship electric vehicle incentive programme, faster 
adoption and manufacturing of electric vehicles (FAME), 
is gearing up for its third edition with a significant outlay 
of approximately Rs 10,000 crore.
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• The Speaker is the Presiding Officer of Lok Sabha and 

thus have some key duties related to the day-to-day 
proceedings of the House.
Since the Speaker has to be elected by a simple majority 
in the House, until then, a pro-tem Speaker is chosen to 
perform the Speaker’s duties, including the oath-taking 
of MPs.

• The word ‘pro-tem’ means ‘for the time being’ or 
‘temporarily’. Althought the ‘pro-tem’ post is not 
mentioned in the Constitution, the ‘Handbook on the 
Working of Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs' mentions 
the ‘Appointment and Swearing in of Speaker pro-tem'.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu :GS3-Environment(Page 14)    • A limbless amphibian has been added to the fauna in the 
1,307.49 sq. km Kaziranga National Park and Tiger 
Reserve.

• Assam’s wildlife officials said a team of herpetologists 
recorded the striped caecilian (Ichthyophis spp) in the 
tiger reserve for the first time during a rapid 
herpetofauna survey conducted from June 14-17

• Reptiles and amphibians, collectively called 
herpetofauna, are the least studied but most vulnerable 
to climate change. “Caecilians are limbless amphibians 
that spend most of their lives burrowed under soil.

• The diverse ecosystem of Kaziranga, comprising flood 
plains, wetlands, grasslands, and hill tracts on the 
periphery, provides an ideal habitat for herpetofauna. 
The tiger reserve houses 24 species of amphibians and 
74 species of reptiles. It is also home to 21 of the 29 
species of tortoises and freshwater turtles found in India.
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The Hindu- GS2-Governance/GS 3/Economy The Karnataka government on Thursday cleared a proposal 
of the Centre for reviving gold mining and auctioning of 13 
tailing dumps spread over 1,003.4 acres at the Kolar Gold 
Fields (KGF) by the Bharat Gold Mines Ltd. (BGML).
The mines located at the KGF are owned by BGML, a PSU, 
which was established in 1972, under the Department of 
Mines with its office at the KGF. A
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The Hindu–Science and Tech (GSIII) A project by the Indraprastha Institute of Information 
Technology, Delhi (IIIT-Delhi), has won the joint second prize 
in Trinity Challenge’s second competition, on tackling the 
escalating threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR), a press 
release said.
The Trinity Challenge is a charity supporting the creation of 
data-driven solutions to help protect against global health 
threats.
The project, ‘AMRSense: Empowering Communities with a 
Proactive One Health Ecosystem,
AMRSense addresses the challenges of engaging, 
motivating, and training community health workers (CHWs) 
in AMR surveillance and management, compounded by the 
lack of a comprehensive data ecosystem and analytics 
capabilities
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What is hooch?
• Hooch is a commonly used term for poor quality alcohol, 

derived from Hoochinoo, a native Alaskan tribe that was 
known to produce very strong liquor. Unlike branded 
liquor which is produced in factories with sophisticated 
equipment and rigorous quality control, hooch is made in 
much more crude settings.

• To put it simply, hooch is alcohol meant to intoxicate. But 
if prepared incorrectly, it can kill. Unfortunately, it is near 
impossible to tell whether hooch is safe to consume 
without actually drinking it.

• All alcohol is produced using two basic processes: 
fermentation and distillation.

• Non-distilled alcoholic beverages like wine contain 
relatively harmless trace amounts of methanol. But 
during the distillation, both ethanol and methanol are 
concentrated.
Methanol or methyl alcohol can cause impaired vision, 
high toxicity and metabolic acidosis, a condition in which 
the body produces excessive acid that cannot be flushed 
out by kidneys.
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• The first Networking Event of the Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT)’s Sangam - Digital Twin 
initiative, was successfully hosted by IIT Delh

• The Sangam initiative, aims at revolutionizing 
infrastructure planning and design through the utilization 
of cutting-edge technologies and collective intelligence, 
has garnered significant attention since its unveiling. It 
represents a collaborative effort to harness the power of 
technology and collective intelligence for sustainable and 
efficient infrastructure solution.
.
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• Researchers have discovered a new genus of the 

Gomphonemoid diatom found in the clean water river of 
the Eastern Ghats. The genus which has an interesting 
suite of features, distinguishing it from the other 
members in the group Gomphonemoid in terms of valve 
symmetry and other certain valve features, has been 
named Indiconema to value its restricted distribution in 
the country. The research underlines the importance of 
diatoms in shaping the biodiversity of India's diverse 
landscapes.

• Diatoms are microscopic algae that play a crucial role in 
our everyday lives by producing 25 per cent of global 
oxygen, approximately every fourth breath of oxygen we 
inhale. They serve as a base of the aquatic food chain. 
Due to their sensitivity towards any water chemistry 
changes, they are excellent indicators of aquatic health.

• Diatoms are the first recorded microorganisms in India, 
with Ehrenberg's first report dating back to 1845 in his 
voluminous publication Mikrogeologie.

• .
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