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The Hindu :_GS 3-Economy   –Page 1 • This Great Nicobar Project involves developing a trans-
shipment port, an international airport, township 
development, and a 450 MVA gas and solar-based power 
plant on the island. The project area is expected to cover 
over 130 sq. km. of pristine forest, and has been 
accorded environmental clearance – one of the 
mandatory prerequisites – by an expert committee.

• Several concerns have been raised on the project on 
environmental grounds, as well as the alleged violation 
of the rights of tribals resident in the region.
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The Hindu :GS2-Governance(Page 8)    The President has appointed seven-time MP Bhartruhari
Mahtab as the ‘Speaker pro tem’ of the 18th Lok Sabha. The 
election of the full-time Speaker is scheduled for June 26.
Who is Speaker pro tem?
Article 94 of the Constitution states that the Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha shall not vacate his/her office until immediately 
before the first meeting of the Lok Sabha after its 
dissolution. This is to ensure that the office of the Speaker is 
never left vacant.
. Article 95(1) of the Constitution provides that when the 
post of Speaker and Deputy Speaker is vacant, the President 
shall appoint a member of the Lok Sabha to perform the 
duties of the Speaker. This would be the situation when the 
first meeting of a new Lok Sabha commences.
Hence, the President appoints ‘Speaker pro tem’ under this 
provision till the full-time Speaker is elected. The term ‘pro 
tem’ means ‘for the time being’ or ‘temporary’.
The Speaker pro tem administers oath of office to other MPs 
and presides over the election of full-time Speaker.
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Indian Express- GS 2/Health -8 Ethanol is legal liquor for consumption. It is produced 
biologically whereas methanol is produced from fuels such 
as coal in India. Molasses, which are a by-product of the 
sugar making process, form the starting material of 
distilleries that are often located close to sugar factories. 
They produce rectified spirit which is distilled further to 
produce edible extra neutral alcohol that in turn goes into 
making Indian Made Foreign Liquor
During ethanol production in responsible distilleries, 
methanol is also produced but is carefully removed since 
the processes are highly controlled.
Methanol is produced from coal and other fossil fuels. 
While ethanol can be made edible, methanol is poison. Even 
very low concentrations of methanol can be toxic, often 
fatal. However, it is needed to produce a range of products 
that are highly useful. Paints, for instance, can’t be 
produced without methanol.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-IR (GSII) –Page 10 • the India-Russia mutual logistics agreement is ready for 
conclusion, with Russia approving the draft agreement 
over the past week.

• The agreement will simplify military-to-military 
exchanges for exercises, training, port calls and 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) 
efforts. It is similar to a series of such agreements that 
India has signed with a number of countries, beginning 
with the U.S. in 2016.

Do you know ?
Defence cooperation is a major pillar of the India-Russia 
strategic partnership and is guided by the agreement on 
military technical cooperation. The agreement for the 
decade from 2021 to 2031 was signed during the inaugural 
meeting of India-Russia 2+2 dialogue held in December 
2021.
The cooperation agreement involves interaction between 
troops, and also addresses issues of the supply and 
development of weapons and military equipment
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The Hindu –Science and Technology(GSIII)-Page 12 The Indian Space Research Organisation successfully 
completed the third reusable launch vehicle landing 
experiment (RLV LEX) at the Aeronautical Test Range in 
Chitradurga, Karnataka .
The RLV was made to undertake more difficult manoeuvres

with dispersions, correct both cross-range and downrange 
and land on the runway in a fully autonomous mode
RLV LEX-03 re-demonstrated the autonomous landing 
capability of the RLV under more challenging release 
conditions (cross range of 500 m against 150 m for LEX-02) 
and more severe wind conditions. The winged vehicle, 
named ‘Pushpak’, was released from an Indian Air Force 
Chinook Helicopter at an altitude of 4.5 km. From a release 
point 4.5 km away from the runway, Pushpak autonomously 
executed cross-range correction manoeuvres, approached 
the runway and performed a precise horizontal landing at 
the runway centreline
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The Hindu –Health(GSII)-Page 18 
• Around 4% of the world’s population has suffered post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) at some point, according 
to the World Health Organisation (WHO).

• PTSD is often associated with war veterans, survivors of 
sexual violence and typically anybody who has lived 
through a life-threatening situation. They often 
experience anxiety, flashbacks, and nightmares.

• But health workers have also recorded PTSD symptoms 
among people who have suffered repeated bullying, 
emotional abuse, and/or neglect. These individuals 
include children bullied or gaslighted since a young age 
and someone who has suffered domestic abuse for many 
years. They are said to have complex PTSD, or cPTSD.

• .
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Indian Express –IR(GSII)-Page 11 
.
Estonia, one of the world’s most advanced digital countries, 
is looking to partner with India to collaborate on 
strengthening the two countries’ cybersecurity 
infrastructure, multiple officials from the Baltic country’s 
government said.
Estonia, with a population of about 1.3 million, was a 
former member of the Soviet Union, and faced one of the 
largest cyberattacks on its digital infrastructure in 2007 by 
means of a distributed denial of service (DDoD) attack.
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PIB –Economy(GSIII) 
.
• Union Government on 21.06.2024, issued Gazette 

Notification for enforcing sections 1, 2, 10 to 30, 42 to 
44, 46, 47, 50 to 58, 61 and 62 of the 
Telecommunications Act, 2023.

• The Telecommunications Act, 2023 aims to amend and 
consolidate the law relating to development, expansion 
and operation of telecommunication services and 
telecommunication networks; assignment of spectrum 
and for matters connected therewith. The 
Telecommunications Act, 2023 also seeks to repeal 
existing legislative framework like Indian Telegraph 
Act,1885 and Indian Wireless Telegraph Act, 1933 owing 
to huge technical advancements in the telecom sector 
and technologies.
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PIB –Environment(GSIII) 
.
• Ministry of New & Renewable Energy (MNRE) is 

implementing the National Green Hydrogen Mission 
(NGHM) with a target to achieve production capacity of 5 
million tonnes per annum of Green Hydrogen in the 
country by the year 2030.

• The National Green Hydrogen Mission was launched on 
04th January 2023 with an outlay of Rs. 19,744 crores up 
to FY 2029-30. It will contribute to India’s goal to become 
Aatmanirbhar (self-reliant) through clean energy and 
serve as an inspiration for the global Clean Energy 
Transition. The Mission will lead to significant 
decarbonization of the economy, reduced dependence 
on fossil fuel imports, and enable India to assume 
technology and market leadership in Green Hydrogen.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air –Economy(GSIII) 
.
• The GST Council has recommended a uniform rate of 12 

percent GST on all steel, iron, and aluminium milk cans. 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, speaking to the 
media after the 53rd GST Council meeting held today in 
New Delhi, also announced that services provided by the 
Indian Railways to the common man, including the sale 
of platform tickets, facility of retiring rooms and waiting 
rooms, and battery-operated car services, will not attract 
any GST. She said, in a move that will benefit the apple 
growers of Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir, 
the council has recommended a uniform GST rate of 12 
percent on all carton boxes and cases of both corrugated 
and non-corrugated paper or paperboard

• there is going to be a rollout of biometric-based Aadhaar
authentication on an all-India basis. This will help the 
government combat fraudulent input tax credit claims 
made through fake invoices. The Minister said that to 
help small taxpayers, the Council has recommended 
extending the time limit to furnish details and returns in 
the form GSTR-4 from 30th April to 30th June.
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