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• The resolution, moved by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, 

called for invoking Article 3 of the Constitution to 
effectuate this change in the First Schedule. This 
resolution mirrors an attempt from last year, which was 
sent back by the Centre due to procedural issues.

• Originally, the State sought to amend the names across 
all languages listed in the Eighth Schedule of the 
Constitution to ‘Keralam’. However, following an advice 
from the Union Home Ministry, the focus shifted to 
amending only the First Schedule, prompting the 
government to modify the resolution that was passed in 
2023.

• Mr. Vijayan said that despite ‘Keralam’ being the 
Malayalam name of the State, it continues to be officially 
recorded as Kerala. The move aims to align the official 
name with the Malayalam pronunciation.
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The Hindu :GS1-Art and Culture(Page 6)    • Srinagar has earned the World Craft City tag from the 
World Crafts Council, a non-government organisation
working to empower artisans and safeguard craft 
heritage globally. Saleem Beg, head of the Indian 
National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage-Kashmir, 
described the honour as the “latest recognition of the 
skill base of Kashmir”. “

• This will provide a boost to Kashmir’s traditional linkages 
with Central Asia and Iran. There are 14 Iranian cities 
listed as craft cities by the Council and, the honour for 
Srinagar will lead to knowledge exchange,” he said. This 
is likely to re-open Kashmir’s centuries-old linkages with 
craft centres in Central Asia and Iran
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Indian Express- GS 3/Economy –Page -10 • The island of Great Nicobar is the southernmost tip of 
India and a part of the Andaman and Nicobar 
archipelago that comprises 600-odd islands. It is hilly and 
covered with lush rainforests that are sustained by 
around 3,500 mm of annual rainfall. 

• The island is home to two tribal communities — the 
Shompen and the Nicobarese. 

• They are predominantly hunter-gatherers and are 
classified as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group within 
the list of Scheduled Tribes.

• In March 2021, NITI Aayog unveiled a ₹72,000 crore plan 
called ‘Holistic Development of Great Nicobar Island at 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands’. It includes the 
construction of an international transshipment terminal, 
an international airport, a power plant, and a township. 
The project is to be implemented by a government 
undertaking called the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Integrated Development Corporation (ANIIDCO).
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The Hindu-Governance  (GSII) –Page 11 • PESA Act, 1996 stands for the Provisions of the 
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996.

• It is a law enacted by the Parliament to extend the 
provisions of Part IX of the Constitution relating to 
the Panchayats to the 5th Scheduled Areas in a 
slightly modified form.

• The Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to 
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA Act) is applicable to 
the Fifth Schedule (5th Schedule) Areas.

• Every Gram Sabha shall be competent to safeguard and 
preserve the traditions and customs of the people, their 
cultural identity, community resources, and the 
customary mode of dispute resolution.

• As of now, the following 10 states have designated Fifth 
Schedule Areas: Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana,Chhattisgarh,Gujarat,Himachal
Pradesh,Jharkhand,Madhya
Pradesh,Maharashtra,Odisha, and Rajasthan.
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page 12 • India and Pakistan signed the IWT after nine years of 
negotiations, with the World Bank being a signatory of 
the pact which sets out a mechanism for cooperation 
and information exchange between the two sides on the 
use of waters of a number of cross-border rivers.

• Under the Indus Water Treaty of 1960, India has full 
rights over three eastern rivers of Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej 
and Pakistan was granted rights over three western rivers 
of Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab. However, India is allowed 
a limited use of the western rivers for domestic, non-
consumptive and agricultural purposes.
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.
The Centre has notified amended rules to allow women 
government employees to take 180 days of maternity leave 
in case they have children through surrogacy.
The government has also allowed the “commissioning 
mother” (the intending mother of the child born through 
surrogacy) childcare leave and the “commissioning father” 
paternity leave of 15 days, read the changes made in the 
Central Civil Services (Leave) Rules, 1972.
Do you know ?
The “surrogate mother” shall mean the woman who bears 
the child on behalf of the commissioning mother.
And “commissioning father” would mean the intending 
father of the child born through surrogacy, the Personnel 
Ministry clarified in the amended rules.
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.
The Centre on Monday notified the Rules required to 
operationalise The Public Examinations (Prevention of 
Unfair Means) Act, 2024, the anti-cheating law passed by 
Parliament in February. The law itself came into force on 
June 21, after it was notified in the official gazette.
The Rules notified by the Ministry of Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions, provide a framework of actions to 
prevent the use of unfair means in public examinations, 
including appointing Centre Coordinators, venue in-charges, 
and Regional Officers.
: The Rules lay down full parameters of Computer Based 
Tests (CBT)
: The Rules provide for the appointment of a Centre 
Coordinator for Public Examinations, who may be “serving 
or retired employees of the Central Government, State 
Government, Public Sector Undertakings, Public Sector 
Banks, Government Universities, autonomous bodies and 
other Government Organisations”.
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.
The Enemy Agents Ordinance, 2005 (1948) was 
promulgated under Section 5 of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Constitution Act, 1996. It describes “enemy” as “any person, 
directly or indirectly, participating or assisting in the 
campaign undertaken by raiders from outside in subverting 
the Government established by law in the [Union territory 
of J&K]”.
“Enemy agent”, according to it, means a person not 
operating as a member of enemy armed force, who is 
employed by or works for or acts on instructions received 
from the enemy.
Crimes under the Ordinance are punishable with death or 
rigorous imprisonment for life or with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to 10 years and 
shall also be liable to fine.
• .
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.
India is hosting a global event in sugar sector ‘ISO Council 
Meeting’ in New Delhi from 25th till 27th June, 2024. 
Delegates from more than 30 countries and representatives 
of many international organisations are joining to deliberate 
on critical issues of sugar and biofuel sector
As India is the world’s largest consumer and second largest 
producer of sugar, ISO Council nominated India as the Chair 
of the organisation for 2024
International Sugar Organisation (ISO) is a UN affiliated body 
having HQ at London. ISO has about 85 countries as 
members covering almost 90% of sugar production in the 
World. It is mandated to bring major sugar producing, 
consuming and trading nations together to bring mutual 
understanding and progressive approach in dealing with 
issues pertaining to the sugar sector. ISO has also been 
working on biofuels, especially, ethanol as sugarcane is the 
second major feedstock for ethanol production in the world.
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.
Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Shri Jagat
Prakash Nadda launched the National STOP Diarrhoea
Campaign 2024,
The goal behind the STOP Diarrhoea Campaign 2024 is to 
attain zero child deaths due to childhood diarrhoea. While 
the existing diarrhoea strategy entailed a 2-week campaign 
with pre-positioning of ORS to under-5 children and limited 
IEC, the new strategy involves a 2-month long campaign 
with pre-positioning of 2 ORS packets and zinc as a co-
packaging to under-5 children. It will also involve extensive 
IEC through different platforms and collaboration across 
multiple sectors, including health, water and sanitation, 
education, and rural development..
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News on air –Women Related Issues (GSI)/IR(GSII) 
.
A staggering 113 countries worldwide have never had a 
woman serve as head of state or government, and only 26 
countries are led by women. According to UN Women’s 
Global Data on Women Political Leaders 2024, women are 
still largely excluded from positions of power and diplomacy. 
The UN said, globally, women’s underrepresentation in 
decision-making remains a stark reality. It said, only 23 per 
cent of ministerial positions are held by women and in 141 
countries women make up less than a third of cabinet 
ministers as of January 1, 2024. Seven countries have no 
women represented in their cabinets at all.
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