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Will the Agnipath scheme be
revamped?

Willthe formation of a new government lead to a more detailed discussion on the recruitment of soldiers as
Agniveers? How have the NDA allies reacted? Whats the government’s stance?

Dinakar Peri

The story so far;
he recruitment of soldiers into
the armed forces as Agniveers
under the Agnipath scheme
has been a major issue in the
recent gencral election. After the election
restlts, NDA allies, the Janata Dal (United)
and Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas),
aised the issue of Agnipath and called o
adiscussion onit. The government is
open to chianges and diseussions are on,
officials in the know said.

What s the Agnipath scheme?

The Agnipath scheme for recruitment of
soldiers, sailors and airmen into the three
services was announced on June 4, 2022
doing away with the earlier process of
permanent recruitment, Under the new
scheme, Agniveers are recruited for four
years on the completion of which, up to
25% would be selected into the regular
ranks on & permanent bai, The age

bracket for new recruits was fixed at [7
and a halfto 21 years of age and ] 2026
the overallintake has been capped at 175
lakh. Subsequently, the Army is inducting
40,000 Agniveers per year and the Navy
and Air Force are recruiting around 3,000
Agniveers each. Agniveers during their
femure can get class 12 certificates or a
Bachelor's degrea in addition to other skill
certificates and when leaving after four
years will get a lumpsum amount but are
not eligible for pension. Defence Minister
Rajtath Singh had termed it a
Transformative initiative and a win-win
situation for all

The gavernment has stated that the
Amipath scheme would bring down the
average age of the armed forces from 32
10 26 years in line with the age profike of
mjor armies worldwide. And that when
Agniveers retun to society, they will
contribute to nation-building,

What are the concerns?
(ne of the biggest concerns for the armed

farees, especially the Army, & the
accentuating shortage of personnel in the
‘below the officer’s rank cadres, There
was o recruitment during the COVIDY
period for over two and half years which
created a deficiency. For context, around
0,000 soldiers retire from the Army
every year, while 40,000 are being
recruited every year, So effectively the
shortage is adding on year by year,
Additionally, the low conversion rate of
5% from Agniveers to regular soldiers is
going to further accentuate the shortfal,
Given the short duration of four vears, the
fraining schedules have alsa heen
compressed accordingly

With the huge demand for recruitment
into the Army in same parts of the
country, the scheme became a political
isste a5 well a3 a campaign issue during
the election. The eountry was rocked by
violent protests when the scheme was
announced. Several parties have
demanded that it either be serapped or
the concemns addressed.

‘There is anger amang *certain
sections” on the Agnipath scheme, said
DU leader K.C. Tyag amidst talks within
the NDA on government formation. “The
Agnipath scheme should he reviewed
clause by clase,” he said.

What is the current status?
Asreported by The Hindu earler, as the
Agnipath scheme completes two years of
implementation, the Department of
Military Affairs (DMAYn the Defence
Ministry headed by the Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) has sought feedback from the
forces on the scheme. This, officials said,
{5 in line with the regular practice in the
armed forces of reviewing any major
scheme introduced or any weapon
platform inducted to make required
changes based on a defailed assessment,

Broadly, recommendation for
enthancing intake numbers, increasing the
permanent recruitment from 25% to at
least 50% are among the suggestions,
Also, there s a proposal to increase the
agelimit for entry though the technical
toute from 21 to 23 vears to attract
enough technically qualified indrviduals.
This is not a new praposal but akso
existed in the recruitment process earlier,

Tiefence offcials have stated that Navy
and Air Foree have compiled the feedback
fobe sent to the DMA. However, the Army
is still in the process of compilation and
will take some more time, multiple
offieials confirmed. The DMA will compile
all the recommendations and send it fo
the Defence Ministry.

-
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The Agnipath scheme for recruitment of soldiers, sailors
and airmen into the three services was announced on
June 14, 2022 doing away with the earlier process of
permanent recruitment.

Candidates between the age group of 17.5 to 21 years
are eligible to apply for the scheme. These Agniveers
would undergo optimised basic military training and
specialised trade training followed by up-skilling courses,
as required.

Agniveers on completion of four years will get an
opportunity to join regular cadre and up to 25% would
be selected through another recruitment process.
Agniveers during their tenure can get class 12 certificates
or a Bachelor’s degree in addition to other skill
certificates and when leaving after four years will get a
lumpsum amount but are not eligible for pension

huge demand for recruitment into the Army in some
parts of the country, the scheme became a political issue
as well as a campaign issue during the election
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Cost of future wars is enormous, resources
should be optimised: Chief of Defence Staft

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Saying that the cost of fu-
ture wars would be “enor-
mous”, Chief of Defence
Staff General Anil Chauhan
on Tuesday stressed the
need to optimise resources
and manpower and bring
in efficiencies to afford
weapons and systems of
the future.

Before talks of fusion
between civil and military
resources, there should be
fusion within the Army, the
Navy, and the Air Force,
General Chauhan said.

“We have taken that up
(service integration) and at
[ast count, we had almost

work together in an inte-
grated manner. In these
processes, we will be able
0 optimise time, resourc-
es, processes, infrastruc-
ture and manpower,” Gen-
eral Chauhan said at the
Air Force capstone semi-
nar which marked the cul-
mination of the third War-
fare & Aerospace Strategy
Program (WASP) course.

Strategic programme

WASP is a strategic educa-
tion programme of 15
weeks that was started in
2022 to provide partici-
pants with a deep under-
standing of geopolitics,
grand strategy and com-
prehensive national power,

General Anil Chauhan

of Air Warfare and Centre
for Air Power Studies.
General Chauhan said
that after integration with-
in the three Services, the
logical step would be to
take the approach forward
to other Services. For in-
stance, the Navy and Coast

pair and overhaul together.
“We can also involve the
Central Armed Police Forc-
e into whatever logistics
and infrastructure (need to
be) created,” he said.

Alternate ways
He added that there are
“hundreds of things where
we can actually help the
government to reduce
costs”. “Because the cost
of future wars is enor-
mous, weapon  systems
and platforms are going to
be very costly,” he said.
Noting that civil aviation
is expanding, General
Chauhan asked if it could
have a military payoff. “We
need to think on alterna-

and time bound,” he said.

Addressing the seminar,
IAF chief Air Chief Marshal
V. R. Chaudhari said WASP
has refined the definition
of scholar warriors.

“A scholar warrior is a
military professional who
combines intellectual acu-
men with combat prowess
in today's increasingly
complex and dynamic se-
curity environment,” he
said.

Talking of India’s stra-
tegic culture, the Air Force
chief said it is shaped by
historical experiences and
the ever-evolving geopoliti
cal environment. “It em-
phasises strategic autono-
my, caution and a strong

NEXT
1 AS]

Warfare & Aerospace Strategy Program (WASP) course.
Strategic programme

WASP is a strategic education programme of 15 weeks that
was started in 2022 to provide participants with a deep
understanding of geopolitics, grand strategy and
comprehensive national power, and is conducted by the IAF
along with the College of Air Warfare and Centre for Air
Power Studies.

This edition of WASP saw tri-services participation for the
first time
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Ahead of roll-out of the new
criminal laws, Union Home
Ministry tests eSakhsya App

Vijuita Singh
YEW DELHI

[Faws abead of the imple-
nenation of the three cri-
ninal laws, the Union Mi-
ustry of Home Adfairs
MHA} Is testing ebakshyva
e-evidenoe), a  mohile-
shone application to help
solice record scene of
crime, search and seizire
n a criminal case and
ipload the file on the
Aoud-based pladforin, The
»olice official will have o
Apload a selfie after the
srocedure 15 complete.
Fach recording could he
naximum four  minutes
ong and several such Ales
souild be uploaded for ecach
First Informarion Report
FIR), according to the de
;ails shared with State pol
ce departmeants.

The Bharativa Nyava
sanhita (BMS) that replaces
he Indian Penal Code,
1860; the Rharativa Saksh-
va {B3) which replaces the
Indian Evidence Act, 1872;
1nd the Bharativa Magarik
suraksha Sanhita (BNSS)
hat replaces the Code of

The mobile
application will he

available to all police
stations to download

and register

are all set o come into
foree from July 1.

Conviction rate

The BNS8 mandates com-
pulsary  audiovisual e
cording of search and sel-
zure in each criminal case
and mandatory forensic
examination in all cases
where an offence atiracrs
punishment nf seven vears
or more, Procuring hard
ware aivd clowd space is an
expensive affair and many
States do not have enough
resouroes, said an official,
adding that it will alan help
uniformiry  in invesriga-
tions, thercby increasing
the conviction rare.

The mohile applicarion
developed by the National
Informatics Centre (NIC)
will he available ro all paol-
ice stations which register
and download the app.

ficlal sald the app was un-
der final stages of trial and
the palice were given twa
aptions, Il there is con-
nectivity issue, the police
can record the crime scene
o thedr own device such
as persenal mobile plotes
and generate a hash value,
come hack to the police
staticn and upload e file,
The ather method is they
can  directly uplnad
through  esakhsva o
wltich good lnternet speed
is required,” explined the
nfficial.

Another police officer
cautioned that the sanctity
of the chain of evidence
submission will have to be
adbvered to, else, it could
henedit an accused.

“Manv accused escape
the clutches of law due w
procedural infirmities. The
new laws make everything
digital; if there s slightest
af issue in procuring digiral
evidence, it could lead
criminals walking froe. Fo
rensic evidenee s not al
ways challenged on the
grounds of gquality but on
the chain of command,”

-
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Days ahead of the implementation of the three criminal
laws, the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is testing
eSakshya (e-evidence), a mobile-phone application to
help police record scene of crime, search and seizure in a
criminal case and upload the file on the cloud-based
platform. The police official will have to upload a selfie
after the procedure is complete. Each recording could be
maximum four minutes long and several such files could
be uploaded for each First Information Report (FIR),

* The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) that replaces the
Indian Penal Code, 1860; the Bharatiya Sakshya (BS)
which replaces the Indian Evidence Act, 1872; and
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) that
replaces the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 are
all set to come into force from July 1.

The BNSS mandates compulsory audiovisual
recording of search and seizure in each criminal
case and mandatory forensic examination in all
cases where an offence attracts punishment of
seven years or more
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Urban Affairs Ministry
to revamp affordable
housing scheme

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Urban), a scheme
to enable affordable hous-
ing for urban poor, would
be revamped with new fea-
tures based on learning
from the past nine years
since when it has been op-

erational, the Ministry of

Housing and Urban Affairs
said on Tuesday.

The PMAY (Urban),
launched in 2015, has been
given an extension till De-
cember 2024. The mission
aims to address urban
housing shortage among
the poor and middle in-

come groups, including
the slum dwellers, by en-
suring a pucca house to all
eligible urban households.
A senior official of the
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry said that the re-
vamp would focus on en-
suring that there are no de-
lays on reaching out to
beneficiaries who have
signed up for the scheme.
The Ministry had also
announced a scheme for
Special Assistance to States
for Capital Investment
2023-24 and 2022-23 and
for improving and speed-
ing up basic urban plan-
ning ecosystem in cities by
incentivising the States.

-
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* The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban), a scheme to
enable affordable housing for urban poor, would be
revamped with new features based on learning from the
past nine years since when it has been operational

* The PMAY (Urban), launched in 2015, has been given an
extension till December 2024.

* The mission aims to address urban housing shortage
among the poor and middle income groups, including
the slum dwellers, by ensuring a pucca house to all
eligible urban households.

* the revamp would focus on ensuring that there are no
delays on reaching out to beneficiaries who have signed
up for the scheme.

Do you know ?

The Ministry had also announced a scheme for Special

Assistance to States for Capital Investment 2023-24 and

2022-23 and for improving and speeding up basic urban

planning ecosystem in cities by incentivising the States.
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Defence Ministry signs
350th contract under iDEX
for ‘miniaturised satellite’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The 350th contract under
the Innovations for De-
fence Excellence (iDEX),
the flagship initiative of the
Defence Ministry, was
signed with SpacePixxel
Technologies for the de-
sign and development of a
“miniaturised satellite cap-
able of carrying electro-op-
tical, infrared, synthetic
aperture radar, and hyper-
spectral payloads up to 150
kg", the Defence Ministry
announced on Tuesday.
This challenge is being
led by the Indian Air Force.

Pros of the satellite

“This 350th iDEX contract
enables innovation in
space electronics, wherein
many payloads earlier de-
ployed on dedicated large

/
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Rajnath Singh

niaturised,” the Ministry
said.

The modular small sa-
tellite will integrate multi-
ple miniaturised pavloads
as per requirement, pro-
viding advantages such as
faster and economical de-
ployment, ease of manu-
facturing, scalability, adap
tability, and less
environmental impact, it
stated.

changed between Anurag
Bajpai, Additional Secre-
tary (Defence Production)
& CEQ, Defence Innovation
Organisation (DIO), and
Awais Ahmed Nadeem Al
duri, founder and CEO of
the SpacePixxel Technolo-
gies.

SpacePixxel has been
actively working to build
and launch high-resolution
hyperspectral imaging sa-
tellites to provide detailed
earth observation data, the
statement said.

Established by the DIC
under the Department of
Defence Production, iDEX
has launched 11 editions ol
the Defence India Start-up
Challenge and recently un:
veiled the Acing Develop-
ment of Innovative Tech
nologies with iDEX (ADITI)
scheme to promote inno
vations in critical and stra

-
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The 350th contract under the Innovations for Defence
Excellence (iDEX), the flagship initiative of the Defence
Ministry, was signed with SpacePixxel Technologies for
the design and development of a “miniaturised satellite
capable of carrying electro-optical, infrared, synthetic
aperture radar, and hyperspectral payloads up to 150 kg
s 350th iDEX contract enables innovation in space
electronics, wherein many payloads earlier deployed on
dedicated large satellites are now being miniaturised,
Do you know ?

Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) framework
was launched by the Government with the aim to foster
innovation and technology development in Defence and
Aerospace Sector by engaging Industries including
MSMEs, start-ups, individual innovators, R&D institutes
and academia and promote self-reliance. The
Government has approved a central sector scheme for
iDEX with budgetary support of Rs. 498.78 crore for the
next 5 years from 2021-22 to 2025-26.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

The Hindu —Economy(GSIIl)-Page 15

K-shaped recovery
fuelling similar trend
in inflation: HSBC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

An uneven K-shaped recov-
ery in economic growth is
also fuelling a similar tra-
jectory for inflation dy-
namics, with food and ru-
ral price rise outpacing the
inflation in other goods
and services., and that
faced by urban consumers,
respectively, HSBC re-
searchers said on Tuesday.

There has been much
debate over India's post-
pandemic recovery being
driven by demand for high-
er-end goods and services.
Apart from the dichotomy

between rural and urban
inflation, and food prices
compared with other
goods, HSBC pointed to
goods inflation being high-
er than that for services.

“Perhaps inflation and
growth dynamics were
never meant to differ,”
HSBC's chief economist for
India and Indonesia Pran-
jul Bhandari wrote. “The
same shocks that are driv-
ing the variance in growth,
like the pandemic and cli-
mate change, hurting some
groups more than others,
are also likely driving the
variance in prices,” Ms.
Bhandari added.

NEXT
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‘K-shaped recovery’ refers to a situation where some
sectors of the economy revive after slowdown or
recession while others don’t.

It means not all sectors/parts of the economy are
recovering.

It is being widely debated that the post-pandemic
recovery in India has been K-shaped. The debate over K-
shaped recovery is also intimately linked to widening
inequality in the country
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T.N. to allow regulated
culling of wild boars in
fields close to forest

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has decided wo allow
culling of wild boars that
cause distress to farmers in
farmland close o forest
arcas.

Minister for Forests M.
Mathiventhan said in the
Assembly on Friday that
the decision was taken
based on a report by the
Farmers' Conflict Resolu-
tion Committee, which
was constitured ta smdy
the impact of raids by ele-
phants and wild pigs on
agricultural crops. The
committee comprises re-
presentatives trom the De-
partments of Forest, Reve-
nue, Apriculture, and
Horticulture, scientific ex
nerts aned wrilddlite

; <z ~,
e SRS S = J
shooting of wild boars will not
be allowed within S kom from

the reserve forest, says Minster

Zone C (bevond five Kilo-
metres). Shooting ot wild
pigs will not he allowed
within five kilometres from
the reserve forest, he
added.

While farmers have
been requesting the State
government to allow cull
ine af wild hoare ovnerts

NEXT
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It has one of the widest geographic distributions of all
terrestrial mammals

The species now occurs in pure wild or barely modified
feral form on all continents excepting Antarctica, and on
many oceanic islands.

It occupies a wide variety of temperate and tropical
habitats

Least Concern.
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Nearly 50% Indians less active than recommended: WHO

More Indian women (57%) than men (42%) fail to meet WHO norms, as per findings published in Lancet

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
FUNE, JUNE 25

ALMOST HALF of the adult
Indian population does not maet
the World Health Organization's
(WHO) guidelines on sufficient
physical activity, according to
new datapublished in the Lancet
Global Health.
Morewomen (57%) thanmen
(42%) are physically inactive in
India, says the study. Most alarm-
ingly, the prevalence of insuffi-
cient physical activity among
Indian adults has risen sharply
from 2232 in 2000 10 494% in
2022, 1f this remains unchecked,
60fe of our population would be
unfit by 2030 and at risk of dis-
eases linked toinadegquate phys-
cal activities, according to the
studystimates indicate that India
hs the 12th highest prevalenceof

insufficient physical activity §

ampng 195 countries Worchwids,
nearly one-third (31%) of adults -

approximatedy 18 billion people IR

- didnot meet the recommended

lesofphysiclacivtyin2022. 1§ | QRIS

The WHO recommends at
least 150 to 300 minutes of maod-
erate aefobicaciivity perweek(or
eruivalent vigarous activity) for
all adulis. Insufficient physical ac-
tivity is defined as not doing 150
minutes of moderate-intensity
activity, 75 minutes of vigorous-
intensity activity,or an equivalent
combinagion perweek Acconding
tothe©WHO), Lackof physical activ-
ity puts adults at greater risk of
cardiovascular diseases such as
hieart attacks and strokes, Type 2
diabates, dementia and cancers of
the breast and colon.

Dr Riidiger Krech, directar of
hieaith promaotion at WHO, said,
“The findings point toa warrying
trendaf physical inactaity among

particular concermin India as peo-
ple here are genetically more
prone to developing non-com-
mumicable diseasessuch as heart
problems and diabetes at least a
decade earfier than others, "Lack

| ofphysical activitymeans that you

are just agoravating your risk fac-

B tors,”said Dr K Srinath Reddy,

Estimates indicate that India

has 12th highest prevalence
of msufficient physical
activityamang 195 countries,

adults, which has increased by
about five percentage points be-
twveen 2000 and 2022 The high-
est rates of physical inactivity
were observed in the high-in-
come Asia-Facific region (48%)
anil South Asia[45%] In other re-
icns, it ranged from 28 in high-
income Westem couninies o 143
inOceania, The status sheet is of

public health expert and top car-
diologist “The goal to ncrease bey-
els of physical activity in popula-
tions across the world was set
with the expectation of many
health benefits: reduced risk of
heart disease, diabetes, obesity
and some types of cancer; im-
proved mental health and a
stronger immune system,” he
saic] D Reelchy saict e fears that in-
creasing leveks of global warming,
manifisting as extreme weather,
would pose greater challenges to
outdoar physical activities of pea-
ple. “Though the estimates of
physical activity in 2022 may hae

been affacted by Covid in many
partsoftheworld, the trend of re-
duced physical activity s Ekely to
persist, unkess effective interven-
fins are made by urban planners
tocreate space for physical activ-
ify and peaple are willing o make
behavioural changes," he said. He
said that several studies in India
hiad showm kow levels of physical
activity at the population level,
particularly  women, who
wrongly believe that household
chiores area good formeof physical
ENEITISE.

Insufficient physical activity
amangwomeninindia, Pakistan,
Afzhanistan & awormy as they lag
behind men by over 14-20 per-
CEfItage paints. However, women
in Banglaesh, Bhwtan and Nepal
are mode active and on track for
achieving the global target — 15%
between 2010 and 2030 - of
prevalenceafwamen with msuf-
ficient physical activity

NEXT
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Half the adult Indian population does not meet the
World Health Organisation’s (WHO) guidelines on
sufficient physical activity, according to new data
published in the Lancet Global Health. More women (57
per cent) than men (42 per cent men) are physically
inactive. Most alarmingly, the prevalence of insufficient
physical activity among Indian adults has risen sharply
from 22.3 per cent in 2000 to 49.4 per cent in 2022.
This means unchecked, 60 per cent of our population
would be unfit by 2030 and at risk of disease from not
doing enough physical activity.

Why is this study significant?

WHO recommends at least 150 to 300 minutes of
moderate aerobic activity per week (or equivalent
vigorous activity) for all adults.
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I the tropical Pacific island of Saipan will soon host the fi !:IE'IE

Indian Express —Places(GSl) ! act of Julian Assange's 14-year legal odyssey.
|
- * Saipan is the capital of the Northern Mariana Islands

WHY ISJULIAN ASSANGE FLYINGTO | (NMI), a US commonwealth in the western Pacific which

THE PACIFICISLAND OF SAIPAN? ! begins roughly 70 km (44 miles) north of Guam and
BETTERKNOWN foritssandy beaches and : stretches across 14 islands.

World War il wrecks, the tropical Pacific SAIPAN —) |

ol L G -+ Like territories such as Guam or Puerto Rico, the
.‘\SSJ!‘.‘L.,Y 1Senroute to acourtroomon

theisland, where he i expected o lead ol | Northern Mariana Islands are part of the US without the

e plaa o i il s b i

i-f:l);:‘frcc.mtllrc(\::n;n'nmtm['\luslrall& : . I fUII StatUS Of a State-

Sl s thecapialofthe Northern !« The roughly 51,000 residents are US citizens but cannot
Mariana Islands (NMI), a US common- |

wealth in the western Pacific, which be- . 1 1 d 1 I I 1 C 1 I I | 1 k S 1
i ; vote in presidential elections. Crucially, some, like Saipan,
s ross 14 islands. . a o

Like territories such as Guam or Avstralin I also host US district courts.
Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana
Islands are part of the US without the full
status of a state.

The roughly 51,000 residents are US
citizens but cannot vote in presidential
elections. Crucially, some, like Saipan, also
host US district courts.

The US took control of Saipan dunng
World War 1. After decades under US
control, residents in 1975 voted to join
the US as a territory. The territory has a
permanent delegate in the US House of
Representative.

Tousism is the mainstay of Saipan’s
economy — the island and its surround-  WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange
ingsare dotted with WorldWarllmemo-  onTuesday. Reuters
rials and wrecks popular with divers.

Saipan, which is home to most of the
Northern Mariana's residents, is popular  have been brought under US law,” said
e sriote 1oie than Comibis Crssafned « menfoccne b sha

samth Vornan snd Chinaca
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Post of the Deputy Speaker

This constitutional post was vacant from 2019 to 2024. Opposition wants it now — election is scheduled to
be held after the Speaker is elected today. How often has an Opposition leader been Deputy Speaker?

LALMANIVERMA

,,,,, S .

F i
EJﬂxﬂt%
fl“/ \.o\nu,‘ l/

(Left) BJP"'s Munda was Dy Speaker
during UPATL; PM Sayeed held post
when Vajpayee was PM. file

WITH THE Opposition's increased strength
in Lok Sabha, its members are hoping to get
the post of Deputy Speake . Ihl T2 Was N0

¢ Sabh

5pt.m rM Ananthasayanam Ayyangar fillec
he remaining tenure of Lok Sabha from
later elected &

Upp( ition had the pos
continu ously f

date for Speaker, but ha
exte FI(IJJ"] assurar

{ nOMin .mn l\\ur s‘\ ofthe
Congressas itscandidate for Speaker. It is un-
clear, however, whether the Trinamool
Congress will support Suresh,

of the Shiv Sena was elected Speaker.

How often has the Opposition had the

post of Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha?
What does the Constitution say about Duringthe Congress-led UPA-1( 2004-09
the Deputy Speaker?

and UPA-I1 {2009-14) governments, thi

-
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According to Article 95(1), the Deputy Speaker performs
the duties of the Speaker if the post is vacant. The
Deputy Speaker has the same general powers as the
Speaker when presiding over the House. All references to
the “Speaker” in the Rules are deemed to be references
to the Deputy Speaker as well for the times when he or
she presides.

Both the Speaker and Deputy Speaker must be
appointed “as soon as may be”. Article 93 states that
“The House of the People shall, as soon as may be,
choose two members of the House to be respectively
Speaker and Deputy Speaker”.

Article 178 contains the corresponding provision for the
Speakers and Deputy Speakers in the state Assemblies.
Under Article 94 (and Article 179 for state Assemblies),
the Speaker or Deputy Speaker “shall vacate his office if
he ceases to be a member of the House of the People”.
They may also resign (to each other), or “may be
removed from office by a resolution of the House of the
People passed by a majority of all the then members of
the House”.



