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The Hindu :_GS 3-Defense   –Page 10 • The Agnipath scheme for recruitment of soldiers, sailors 
and airmen into the three services was announced on 
June 14, 2022 doing away with the earlier process of 
permanent recruitment.

• Candidates between the age group of 17.5 to 21 years 
are eligible to apply for the scheme. These Agniveers
would undergo optimised basic military training and 
specialised trade training followed by up-skilling courses, 
as required.

• Agniveers on completion of four years will get an 
opportunity to join regular cadre and up to 25% would 
be selected through another recruitment process.

• Agniveers during their tenure can get class 12 certificates 
or a Bachelor’s degree in addition to other skill 
certificates and when leaving after four years will get a 
lumpsum amount but are not eligible for pension

• huge demand for recruitment into the Army in some 
parts of the country, the scheme became a political issue 
as well as a campaign issue during the election

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu :GS3-Defense(Page 12)    Warfare & Aerospace Strategy Program (WASP) course.
Strategic programme
WASP is a strategic education programme of 15 weeks that 
was started in 2022 to provide participants with a deep 
understanding of geopolitics, grand strategy and 
comprehensive national power, and is conducted by the IAF 
along with the College of Air Warfare and Centre for Air 
Power Studies.
This edition of WASP saw tri-services participation for the 
first time
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Indian Express- GS 2/Governance –Page -12 • Days ahead of the implementation of the three criminal 
laws, the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is testing 
eSakshya (e-evidence), a mobile-phone application to 
help police record scene of crime, search and seizure in a 
criminal case and upload the file on the cloud-based 
platform. The police official will have to upload a selfie 
after the procedure is complete. Each recording could be 
maximum four minutes long and several such files could 
be uploaded for each First Information Report (FIR),
• The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) that replaces the 

Indian Penal Code, 1860; the Bharatiya Sakshya (BS) 
which replaces the Indian Evidence Act, 1872; and 
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) that 
replaces the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 are 
all set to come into force from July 1.
The BNSS mandates compulsory audiovisual 
recording of search and seizure in each criminal 
case and mandatory forensic examination in all 
cases where an offence attracts punishment of 
seven years or more
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The Hindu-Governance  (GSII)/Economy(GSIII) –Page 

12

• The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban), a scheme to 
enable affordable housing for urban poor, would be 
revamped with new features based on learning from the 
past nine years since when it has been operational

• The PMAY (Urban), launched in 2015, has been given an 
extension till December 2024. 

• The mission aims to address urban housing shortage 
among the poor and middle income groups, including 
the slum dwellers, by ensuring a pucca house to all 
eligible urban households.

• the revamp would focus on ensuring that there are no 
delays on reaching out to beneficiaries who have signed 
up for the scheme.

Do you know ?
The Ministry had also announced a scheme for Special 
Assistance to States for Capital Investment 2023-24 and 
2022-23 and for improving and speeding up basic urban 
planning ecosystem in cities by incentivising the States.
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The Hindu –Defense(GSIII)-Page 14 • The 350th contract under the Innovations for Defence
Excellence (iDEX), the flagship initiative of the Defence
Ministry, was signed with SpacePixxel Technologies for 
the design and development of a “miniaturised satellite 
capable of carrying electro-optical, infrared, synthetic 
aperture radar, and hyperspectral payloads up to 150 kg

• s 350th iDEX contract enables innovation in space 
electronics, wherein many payloads earlier deployed on 
dedicated large satellites are now being miniaturised,
Do you know ?

Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) framework 
was launched by the Government with the aim to foster 
innovation and technology development in Defence and 
Aerospace Sector by engaging Industries including 
MSMEs, start-ups, individual innovators, R&D institutes 
and academia and promote self-reliance. The 
Government has approved a central sector scheme for 
iDEX with budgetary support of Rs. 498.78 crore for the 
next 5 years from 2021-22 to 2025-26.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Economy(GSIII)-Page 15 
.
• ‘K-shaped recovery’ refers to a situation where some 

sectors of the economy revive after slowdown or 
recession while others don’t.

• It means not all sectors/parts of the economy are 
recovering. 

• It is being widely debated that the post-pandemic 
recovery in India has been K-shaped. The debate over K-
shaped recovery is also intimately linked to widening 
inequality in the country
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The Hindu –Species (GSIII) 
.
• It has one of the widest geographic distributions of all 

terrestrial mammals
• The species now occurs in pure wild or barely modified 

feral form on all continents excepting Antarctica, and on 
many oceanic islands.

• It occupies a wide variety of temperate and tropical 
habitats

• Least Concern.
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Indian Express –Health (GSII) –Page 9 • Half the adult Indian population does not meet the 
World Health Organisation’s (WHO) guidelines on 
sufficient physical activity, according to new data 
published in the Lancet Global Health. More women (57 
per cent) than men (42 per cent men) are physically 
inactive. Most alarmingly, the prevalence of insufficient 
physical activity among Indian adults has risen sharply 
from 22.3 per cent in 2000 to 49.4 per cent in 2022.

• This means unchecked, 60 per cent of our population 
would be unfit by 2030 and at risk of disease from not 
doing enough physical activity.

• Why is this study significant?
• WHO recommends at least 150 to 300 minutes of 

moderate aerobic activity per week (or equivalent 
vigorous activity) for all adults.

• .
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Indian Express –Places(GSI) 
the tropical Pacific island of Saipan will soon host the final 
act of Julian Assange's 14-year legal odyssey. 
• Saipan is the capital of the Northern Mariana Islands 

(NMI), a US commonwealth in the western Pacific which 
begins roughly 70 km (44 miles) north of Guam and 
stretches across 14 islands.

• Like territories such as Guam or Puerto Rico, the 
Northern Mariana Islands are part of the US without the 
full status of a state.

• The roughly 51,000 residents are US citizens but cannot 
vote in presidential elections. Crucially, some, like Saipan, 
also host US district courts.
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Indian Express –Governance (GSII)-Page 14 
.
• According to Article 95(1), the Deputy Speaker performs 

the duties of the Speaker if the post is vacant. The 
Deputy Speaker has the same general powers as the 
Speaker when presiding over the House. All references to 
the “Speaker” in the Rules are deemed to be references 
to the Deputy Speaker as well for the times when he or 
she presides.

• Both the Speaker and Deputy Speaker must be 
appointed “as soon as may be”. Article 93 states that 
“The House of the People shall, as soon as may be, 
choose two members of the House to be respectively 
Speaker and Deputy Speaker”.

• Article 178 contains the corresponding provision for the 
Speakers and Deputy Speakers in the state Assemblies.

• Under Article 94 (and Article 179 for state Assemblies), 
the Speaker or Deputy Speaker “shall vacate his office if 
he ceases to be a member of the House of the People”. 
They may also resign (to each other), or “may be 
removed from office by a resolution of the House of the 
People passed by a majority of all the then members of 
the House”.
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