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Tamil Nadu passes resolution for immediate caste census
• Caste wise enumeration of the population was 

introduced under the British colonial administration in 
1881 and continued till the 1931 census. Independent 
India’s governments abandoned full caste enumeration 
on the apprehension that it would strengthen caste 
divisions and perpetuate the caste system.

• However, the caste system has persisted and flourished 
in independent India — even without the caste census —
along with its discriminatory and exclusionary 
consequences, as revealed by official surveys and 
statistics.

Do you know ?
• Article 15(4) of the Constitution enables the State to 

make special provisions for the advancement of “socially 
and educationally backward classes of citizens

• The V.P. Singh government implemented 27% OBC 
reservation for public services in 1990 and following legal 
challenges, the Supreme Court upheld it in the Indra
Sawhney & others versus Union of India judgment in 
1992 with the significant observation
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The Hindu :GS3-Environment(Page -5)    South India’s first and the country’s largest leopard safari 
was inaugurated by Karnataka Environment Minister Eshwar
Khandre on Wednesday at the Bannerghatta Biological Park.
The facility has been created at a cost of ₹4.5 crore. The 
leopard safari area is made up of undulating terrain with 
natural rocky outcrops and semi-deciduous forest.
Do you know ?
• Leopards have held cultural significance in ancient 

civilizations, symbolizing power, agility, and nobility
• The Indian leopard (Panthera pardus fusca) is distributed 

across a variety of forested habitats in India, Nepal, 
Bhutan, and parts of Pakistan, excluding mangrove 
forests and desert habitats 

• It is  listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972 and classified as “Vulnerable” by the IUCN Red List,
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Indian Express- GS 3/Environment  –Page -10 India’s installed rooftop solar (RTS) capacity increased by 
2.99 GW in 2023-2024, the highest growth in a year. As of 
March 31, the total installed RTS capacity in India was 11.87 
GW, according to the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy. To meet rising energy demand, India needs to 
double down on its efforts to expand its RTS potential.
Related initiative  
India launched the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission 
in January 2010. Its main objective was to produce 20 GW 
of solar energy (including RTS) in three phases: 2010-2013, 
2013-2017, and 2017-2022. In 2015, the government 
revised this target to 100 GW by 2022, including a 40-GW 
RTS component, with yearly targets for each State and 
Union Territory. In December 2022, India had an installed 
RTS capacity of 7.5 GW and extended the deadline for the 
40-GW target to 2026.
India’s overall RTS potential is approximately 796 GW. To 
meet India’s target of installing 500 GW of renewable 
energy capacity, with a solar component of 280 GW, by 
2030, RTS alone needs to contribute about 100 GW by 2030.
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Prolonged exposure to pollutants from coal mining has 
resulted in widespread respiratory and skin diseases among 
mine workers and other inhabitants of six districts in India 
where coal extraction is a major occupation, says a survey of 
1,200 households published by the National Foundation for 
India, an organisation that works on social justice issues.
The six districts are Koriya and Raigarh (Chhattisgarh), 
Dhanbad and Ramgarh (Jharkhand), and Angul and Jajpur
(Odisha).
Do you know ?
India has committed to source nearly 500 GW of electricity 

— nearly half its projected installed capacity for 2030 —
from renewable energy sources, coal is expected to be the 
mainstay of power generation in India for decades.
• Nearly half of India’s installed power generation capacity, 

or about 205 GW, are coal-powered thermal plants.
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The Hindu –Environment (GSIII)-Page 20 South African scientists injected radioactive material into 
live rhinoceros horns to make them easier to detect at 
border posts in a pioneering project aimed at curbing 
poaching.
The country is home to a large majority of the world’s 
rhinoceroses and, is a hotspot for poaching driven by 
demand from Asia, where horns are used in traditional 
medicine for their supposed therapeutic effect.
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• ‘Indian coffee exporters are witnessing an increase in 

demand from European buyers who are seen building 
inventory ahead of the deadline for compliance to the 
proposed European Union Deforestation Regulation 
(EUDR) norms. The EUDR is aimed at minimising the 
importation of products linked to deforestation and 
requires strict due diligence and traceability measures 
for commodities such as coffee and is likely to have an 
impact on the Indian exports.

• The EUDR norms, which applies to a wide range of 
products, including cattle, cocoa, coffee, oil palm, rubber, 
soya and wood, requires businesses to comply with its 
requirements by December 30 this year.

Do you know ?
India, the seventh largest producer of coffees, is the fifth 
largest exporter of the commodity after Brazil, Vietnam, 
Colombia and Indonesia. More than two-thirds of India-
grown coffees are exported. About 60% of the Indian coffee 
exports are destined to Europe with Italy, Germany and 
Belgium being the major buyers of the commodity.
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Indian Express -Environment (GSIII) Denmark will be first to impose carbon tax on agriculture
• A carbon tax could discourage the use of fossil fuels and 

encourage a shift to less-polluting fuels, thereby limiting 
the carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions that are by far the 
most prevalent greenhouse gas.

• Carbon taxes, levied on coal, oil products, and natural gas 
in proportion to their carbon content, can be collected 
from fuel suppliers. They in turn will pass on the tax in 
the form of higher prices for electricity, gasoline, heating 
oil, and so on, as well as for the products and services 
that depend on them
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• The position of Leader of Opposition was officially 

described in The Salary and Allowances of Leaders of 
Opposition in Parliament Act, 1977.

• The Act describes the Leader of Opposition as a 
“member of the Council of States or the House of the 
People, as the case may be, who is, for the time being, 
the Leader in that House of the party in opposition to the 
Government having the greatest numerical strength and 
recognised as such by the Chairman of the Council of 
States or the Speaker of the House of the People”.

• The Leader of Opposition sits in the front row to the left 
of the Chair, and enjoys certain privileges on ceremonial 
occasions like escorting the Speaker-elect to the rostrum.

• The Leader of Opposition is also entitled to a seat in the 
front row during the Address by the President to both 
Houses of Parliament. 

• An official booklet on Parliament published in 2012 says 
the Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha “is considered as a 
shadow Prime Minister with a shadow Cabinet, ready to 
take over the administration if the Government resigns 
or is defeated on the floor of the House”.
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Frank Duckworth, one of the inventors of the Duckworth-
Lewis (later Duckworth-Lewis-Stern) method to determine 
results in rain-affected cricket matches, died, June 21 at the 
age of 84.
The original method, devised by English statisticians 
Duckworth and Tony Lewis, was first used in international 
cricket in 1997 and was formally adopted by the ICC as the 
standard for setting revised targets in truncated games in 
2001. In 2014, it was renamed the Duckworth-Lewis-Stern 
method after the retirement of Duckworth and Lewis and 
the modifications made to the system by Australian 
statistician Steven Stern.
•
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• Defence Research and Development Organisation

(DRDO) handed over the Medium Range-Microwave 
Obscurant Chaff Rocket (MR-MOCR) to the Indian Navy 
at a ceremony held in New Delhi on 
June 26, 2024. Microwave Obscurant Chaff (MOC), a 
niche technology developed by DRDO’s Defence
Laboratory, Jodhpur, obscures radar signals and creates a 
microwave shield around platforms and assets, thus 
reducing radar detection.

• Special type of fibres, with diameter of few microns and 
unique microwave obscuration properties, have been 
assembled in the medium range chaff rocket. The rocket, 
when fired, forms microwave obscurant cloud in space 
spreading over a sufficient area, with adequate 
persistence time, thus creating an effective shield against 
hostile threats having Radio Frequency seekers.

•
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. The ISA was conceived as a joint effort by India and France 
to mobilize efforts against climate change through 
deployment of solar energy solutions
The International Solar Alliance is an international 

organisation. It works with governments to improve energy 
access and security worldwide and promote solar power as 
a sustainable way to transition to a carbon-neutral future. 
ISA’s mission is to unlock US$ 1 trillion of investments in 
solar by 2030 while reducing the cost of the technology and 
its financing. It promotes the use of solar energy in the 
Agriculture, Health, Transport and Power Generation 
sectors.
• ISA was formed at the 21st Conference of Parties 

(COP21) to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Paris in 2015 and is 
partnering with multilateral development banks (MDBs), 
development financial institutions (DFIs), private and 
public sector organisations, civil society, and other 
international institutions to deploy cost-effective and 
transformational energy solutions powered by the sun, 
especially in the least Developed Countries (LDCs) and 
the Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

•

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


