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Smart move: The Tourism Department in Karnataka s planningto promot the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Somanathapur as part of
Mystaru tourism ircut before Dasara this year, ¥ A SRIRAV

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

The Tourism Department
in Karnataka has plans to
promote the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of So-
manathapur as part of My-
S\ tourism cireuit in a
ig way before Dasara this
yea.

This will be through
crosspromotion of the
[3thrcentury heritage site
at popular places o tourist
interest like the Mysruru
Palace, 200 or the Cha:
mundi Hills so that visitors
an getanidea of the tem-
pleand plana visitto Kesh:
ava temple at Somanatha
pur.

This was stated by MK,
Savitha, Joint Director, De-
partment of Tourism, here
on Friday.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons after inaugurating a
domestic travel mart or-
ganised by India Travel
Market Exhibition, Ms, S

Somanathapur to be the focus of Mysuru tourism circu

vitha said though Mystru
is popular among tourists,
amajorty visitonly the pa:
[ace and the zo0 and a few
other places before head:
ing towards Bandipur. Not
many are even aware f the
Deautiful sculptures of the
Keshava temple at Soma:
nathapur,she said.

The Tourism Depart
ment will also discuss the
feasibility of operating bus-
gsto ferry tourists to Soma-
nathapur.

Adiscussion willbe held
With the stakeholders and
the district administration
while at the governmentle-
vel, the inperatives of pro-
Viding bus facilites will be
brought to the attention of
the Tourism Ministry and
the District in charge Mi
nister, Ms. Savitha added.

M, Savitha said the Tou
tist Department will also
explore the possibiity of
conducting cultural pro-
grammesat Somanathapur
(uring Dasara.
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Somanathapura is 38 km from the city of Mysore, but it
is worthwhile visiting the temple for its unique carvings.
Built-in 1258, by Somanatha, Dandanayaka, a general of
the Hoysala King Narasimha lll, the temple is an exquisite
example of Hoysala architecture.

Also known as Kesava temple, it has a statue of
Janardhana and Venugopala, all forms of Lord Vishnu.
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India achieves ‘outstanding
outcome’ in FATF evaluation

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

India has achieved an out
standing outcome in the
mutual evaluation con
ducted during 202324 by
the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), the govern-
ment said on Friday.

The Mutual Evaluation
Report of India, which was
adopted at the FATF plen-
ary held in Singapore from
June 26 to 28, places India
in the “regular follow-up”
category, a distinction
shared by only four other
G-20 countries.

“This marks a signifi-
cant milestone in the na-
tion’s efforts to combat
money laundering (ML)
and terrorist financing
(TF),” read a Press Infor-
mation Bureau release.

In a statement, the FATF
said the plenary concluded
that India had reached a
high level of technical com-
pliance with its require-
ments. The country’s anti
money laundering (AML),

The report was adopted at the
FATF plenary held in Singapore

countering the financing of
terrorism (CFT), and coun-
ter-proliferation financing
(CPF) regime was achiev-
ing good results, including
international cooperation,
access to basic and benefi-
cial ownership informa-
tion, use of financial intelli-
gence, and depriving
criminals of their assets.
However, the FATF ob-
served that improvements
were needed to strengthen
the supervision and imple-
mentation of preventive
measures in some non-f
nancial sectors. “India also

needs to address delays re
lating to concluding MI
and TF prosecutions, anc
to ensure that CFT mea
sures aimed at preventing
the non-profit sector fron
being abused for TF are im
plemented in line with the
risk-based approach, in
cluding by conducting out
reach to NPOs [Non-Profi
Organisations] on their Tt
risks,” it said.

Among other things, the
FATF has recognised the ef
forts made by India on the
issue of mitigating the risk:
arising from ML/TF, in
cluding the laundering o
proceeds from corruption
fraud, and organisec
crime, and the effective
measures implemented by
India to transition from ¢
cash-based to a digital eco
nomy to reduce ML/TE
risks. “This recognition is
testament to the rigorow
measures implemented ov
er the last 10 years to safe
guard the financial systemn
from ML/TF threats,” the
government said.

-
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India has achieved an outstanding outcome in the mutual
evaluation conducted during 2023-24 by the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF), the government said on Friday.
The Mutual Evaluation Report of India, which was adopted
at the FATF plenary held in Singapore from June 26 to 28,
places India in the “regular follow-up” category, a distinction
shared by only four other G-20 countries.

“This marks a significant milestone in the nation’s efforts to
combat money laundering (ML) and terrorist financing (TF),
he FATF said the plenary concluded that India had reached a
high level of technical compliance with its requirements.
The country’s anti-money laundering (AML), countering the
financing of terrorism (CFT), and counter-proliferation
financing (CPF) regime was achieving good results, including
international cooperation, access to basic and beneficial
ownership information, use of financial intelligence, and
depriving criminals of their assets.”
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Botanical institute sets out to revive
rare flowers used in Jagannath Temple

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Lucknow-based National
Botanical Research Insti-

tute (NBRI), a Council of

Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) institu-
tion, has set out to revive
endangered flower species
used in the 12th century
Shree Jagannath Temple in
Puri, Odisha.

A year after NBRI signed
4 Memorandum of Under-
standing with Shree Jagan-
nath Temple Administra-
tion (SJTA), to cater to the
needs of flowers, the coun-
try’s premier botanical re-
search institute (NBRI) has
supplied Maurya and Da-
vana (Dayana) species
flowers for the temple.

“We are studying va-
rious scriptures that detail
the practices of the Shree
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The National Botanical Research Institute has already supplied rare

maurya and davana flowers to the temple. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Jagannath Temple. The
temple’s rich traditions in-
volve the extensive use of
flowers and leaves, each
selected for specific rituals
performed in the temple.
However, many of these
plant species are rare and
difficult to procure,” said
Ajit Kumar Shasany, Direc-
tor, CSIR-NBRI, Lucknow.
Dr. Shasany said, “We
have undertaken a mission

to ensure the availability of

these sacred flowers.
Through this endeavour,
we also aim to revive en-
dangered floral species,
preserving both the tem-
ple’s traditions and the bio-
diversity of these plants.”
As per the demand,
quality planting materials
of marigold, tuberose, tul-
si, jasmine, davana (Daya-
na) were subblied and in-

troduced in the Matitot:
garden of the temple for
raising these plants for
their use for worshipping
purposes.

“The gardeners are pe:
riodically trained aboul
the agro-practices for rais
ing these plants. A poly:
house has been raised ir
this garden for continuous
ly raising the plants
throughout the year,” NBR!
said.

Lotus variety

“Besides, Namoh 108 va:
riety of lotus, released by
CSIR-NBRI, was also intro
duced in the Koili Baikun
tha garden of the temple
All these aromatic flower
and foliage plants are ir
much demand in the tem
ple as these plants are ir
use in daily rituals,” the in
stitute said.
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Lucknow-based National Botanical Research Institute
(NBRI), a Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
institution, has set out to revive endangered flower species
used in the 12th century Shree Jagannath Temple in Puri,
Odisha.

The National Botanical Research Institute has already
supplied rare maurya and davana flowers to the temple.

Shree Jagannath Puri Temple is one of the most impressing
monuments of the State of Odisha.
The temple was built in the 12th Century AD by King
Anatavarman Chodaganga Deva of the Eastern Ganga
Dynasty.
This temple was called the “White Pagoda” and is a
part of Char Dham pilgrimages (Badrinath, Dwaraka,
Puri, Rameswaram).
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Who are the two Pasi community icons
invoked by F alzabad MP during his oath?

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 28

WHILE TAKIMG oathin Lok Sabha
earlier this week, Awadhesh
Prasad, the Samajwadi Farty MP
from  Faizabad, invoked
Weerangana' Uda Devi and
‘Maharaja’ Bijli Pasi, two promi-
nent personalities of the Pasi
Dalit) community. Prasad him-
self belongs to the Pasi commu-
nity, which numbsers over three
lakh in the Faizabad Lok Sabha
ronstituency and is believed to
have voded en masse for him,

Who was Uda Dewi?

Bormin Uprao, Locknow:, Lida
Diewi wvas part of the royal guard
of Begum Hazrat Mahal of
fovradh, and participated in the
1857 Mutiny. She is credited
with having mobilised peopleto
take up arms against the British.

SPMPs Dimple Yadav and
Awadhesh Prasad in
Parliament on Friday. Ax

On Movermnber 16, 1857, Uda
Devi was among the soldiers who
clashedwith the British regiment
stationed near the Gomiti River in
Luckmuo, It is said that she lalled
at least three dozen British sol-
diers from atop a tree before she
wias spotted and killed.

On Movemnber 16 every year,
EvEnisare organised o oommem-

orate the martyrdom of Uda Devi
at various places, mostly in cen-
tral Lktar Pradesh. She remains an
icon. especially for Dalits.

Who was Maharaja’ Bijli Pasi?

The stories of Bijli Pasi are pop-
ular among the Pass of central UP
districts such as Luckmow, Rae
Bareli, Barabanki, Bahraich,
Sultanpur and Allahabad.

While there are
many prominent Pasi
faces from here such as
brothers Daldev, Baldev
and Kakoran, Bifli Pasi is
amang the most promi-
nent, having ruled over
some partsof UIP in the medieval
period The ruins of the fort from
where he ruled still stand in
Lucknow, while a statue has
been put up of the Pasi icon in
the state capital.

The Yogi Adityanath-led BJP
gowernment in UP has an-

EXFLAINED

nounced plans to renovate and
redevelop Bijli Pasi's fort as a
tourist destination

How significant are the Pasis?

The Pasis make up around 7%

of UPs Scheduled Caste popula-

tion, makang therm the Largest Dals

group in the state after the Jatavs.

While the Pasis also have signifi-

cant presendce in other states, their

largest populatonis mUP

In the recent Lok

Sabha polls, in a boost to

the 5P thatis largely seen

@ | 3saYada-Muslim-cen-

tric party, five Pasi candi-

dates fielded by the 5P

won, compared to three of the BJF

Earlier, the community was

largely seen as a supporter of the

BSE As the BSFs hase shrunkand

became confined tothe jatavs, the

community shifted its allegiance

to the B|F, promipted by the BjFs
aggressive wooing of SCs.

NEXT
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The Pasis make up around 7% of UP’s Scheduled Caste
population, making them the largest Dalit group in the state
after the Jatavs.

While the Pasis also have significant presence in other
states, their largest population is in UP.
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HISTORY

The Story of the Emergency

On]June 25, India entered the fiftieth year of the imposition of the Emergency, an extraordinary 21-month period that saw the
suspension of civil liberties, curtailment of press freedom, mass arrests, the cancellation of elections, and rule by decree

{ASPATHAK
N DELHL JUNE 28

1atismeant by the Emergency in the
-dempolmcalm;toryolmdu’

adhi used special provi I
titutio s Sweeping executive
legislativ nces onthe country.
Almostall uppusﬂmn leaders were putin
, and fundamental rights, including the
xdom of Spt\\hlﬂdl\pftﬁ)!(l'l guaran-
f under Article 19(1)(a), were curtailed.

1at legal and constitutional sanction
theEmelgencyhm’

Under Article 352 of the Constitution, the
sident may, on the advice of the Cou n|1
inisters headed by nis

ity rflndm Or any p
atenedby “warorextemal g h,munm

xdw!xl! n',

n 1975, instead of armed rebellion, the

undof*intemaldisturbance” was available

hie government to proclaimanemergency.

plain her decision: that [B reports had con-
vinced her that she would win the elections,
that she needed to match similar action by
Tulfiqar Ali Bhutto in Pakistan, and even that
she missed connecting with the masses.
Theelections of 1977 ledtoacomprehen-
svedefeat forindira. The janata Party, formed
by amerger of the Jana Sangh, Congress (0}
the socialsts and Bharatiya Lok Dal, emerged
 a formidable force, and Morarji Desai be-
cameIndia'sfirst non-Congress Prime Minister

What efforts were made by the Janata
government to undo the damage?

The Janata government reversed many of
the constitutional changes efected by the
Itdid notdo
away with the provision of the emergency,
but made it extremely difficult to impose for
the future. It made judicial review of a procla-
mation of emergency possible again, and
mandatedthat every procmation of emer-

B gency be laid before both Houses of

Parfiament withinamanthofthe prodama-
tion. Unlessit was approved by both Houses
by a special majority — amajority of the to-
tal strength of the House and not less than
two-thirdsof the members present and vot-
ing ~ the proclamation would lapse.
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The Emergency refers to the period from June 25, 1975 to

March 21, 1977, during which the government of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi used special provisions in the
Constitution to impose sweeping executive and legislative
consequences on the country.

Almost all opposition leaders were put in jail. Fundamental
rights, including the freedom of speech and expression
guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a), were curtailed, which led
to pre-censorship of the press.

The declaration of Emergency converts the federal structure
into a de facto unitary one, as the Union acquires the right
to give any direction to state governments, which, though
not suspended, come under the complete control of the
Centre.

Parliament may by law extend the (five-year) term of Lok
Sabha one year at a time, make laws on subjects in the State
List, and extend the Union’s executive powers to the states.
The President can modify, with parliamentary approval,
constitutional provisions on the allocation of financial
resources between the Union and states.
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Air —Economy(GSlil) * India has become the world’s third-largest domestic
aviation market after the U.S. and China. According to
data compiled by aviation analytics firm Official Airline
Guide (OAG), India is now third in the aviation market
after airlines such as IndiGo and Air India have expanded
their fleet size to cater to the surge in air passengers.

* The data show India’s domestic airline capacity doubled
in the last 10 years from 7.9 million seats in April 2014 to
15.5 million in April 2024. India has replaced Brazil,
which now stands at the fourth place with 9.7 million
airline seats followed by Indonesia in fifth rank with 9.2
million.

* India has also posted the highest annual average capacity
growth rate of 6.9 per cent over the last decade among
the top five countries, followed by China at 6.3 per cent
and the US at 2.4 per cent.

India Becomes World’s Third-Largest Domestic Aviation
Market
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Telecommunication Mohile Number Portability (Ninth
Amendment) Regulations 2024 To Come Into Force On July 1

D
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Telecommunication Mobile Number Portability (Ninth
amendment) Regulations 2024 will come into force on
1st July.

These amendment regulations are aimed at curbing the
porting of mobile numbers by way of fraudulent SIM
swap/replacement by unscrupulous elements. Through
these amendment regulations, an additional criterion for
the rejection of the request for allocation of a Unique
Porting Code has been introduced.

Specifically, a UPC shall Not be allocated if the request
for the UPC has been made before the expiry of seven
days from the date of SIM swap/replacement.
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Air -IR (GSlI) * India and Togo have reviewed bilateral relations and
discussed ways to further strengthen bilateral ties
between the two countries. The first round of Foreign
Office Consultations between India and Togo was held

India and Togo have cordial bilateral relations. India

recognized the Togolese Republic since it attained

Independence in 1960. Discussions were focused on further

promoting development cooperation and capacity building

in the spirit of South-South cooperation. The bilateral trade
and Indian investment in Togo have been growing steadily
and bilateral trade registered 6.58 billion dollars during

2022-23. Top 10 major Indian business companies together

employ more than four thousand local hires in Togo.

India & Togo Review Bilateral Relations; Discuss Ways To
Further Strengthen Bilateral Ties

Burkina Faso
Benin

Togo
Ghana Nigeria




