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The Hindu-S&T(GSIII)-Page 12 • Scientists at the Institute of Advanced Virology (IAV) at 
Thonnakkal have developed a novel way of generating 
non-infectious Nipah virus-like particles (VLPs) in the 
laboratory, which mimic the wild-type Nipah Virus (NiV).

• This method offers a safe and effective alternative 
platform for developing neutralising antibodies against 
the NiV in a biosafety level-2 (BSL) laboratory. 

• The zoonotic virus Nipah is a highly pathogenic 
paramyxovirus, with a fatality rate of up to 80% in 
affected humans. Yet, research studies have been limited 
because of the extreme level of biosafety precautions 
required for handling this BSL-4 pathogen.

Virus neutralisation assays are critical for the development 
and evaluation of vaccines and immunotherapeutics, and 
for conducting basic research into the immune response 
and pathogenesis of NiV. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Geography(GSI)Page 18 • The volcanic island of Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha'apai was 
built by undersea eruptions.

• The Kingdom of Tonga is a Polynesian country that lies to 
the south of Samoa, southeast of Fiji and north east of 
New Zealand. The Tongan archipelago is comprised of 
176 islands, 36 of which are inhabited by a population of 
approximately 106,000. The islands are divided into four 
main groups – Tongatapu, Ha'apai, Vava'u and the Niuas.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu :_GS 3-Defense • The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Indian Navy are taking part 
in two mega multinational war games hosted by their 
U.S. counterparts. 
• The IAF has deployed Rafale fighter jets for the two-

week multinational air exercise Red Flag which 
commenced in Alaska on May 30. 

• On the other hand, the Indian Navy is deploying the 
indigenous stealth frigate INS Shivalik for Ex RIMPAC (Rim 
of the Pacific) scheduled to be held in Hawaii from June 
25 to August 2.

• RIMPAC is the largest multilateral naval exercise in the 
world and is held biennially in the Western Pacific Ocean

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express :_GS 3-Space • A Chinese spacecraft landed on the far side of the moon 
on Sunday to collect soil and rock samples that could 
provide insights into differences between the less-
explored region and the better-known near side.

• The mission is the sixth in the Chang'e moon exploration 
programme, which is named after a Chinese moon 
goddess. It is the second designed to bring back samples, 
following the Chang'e 5, which did so from the near side 
in 2020.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express GS 3 –Space-Page 12 
• NASA's James Webb Space Telescope has spotted the 

earliest-known galaxy, one that is surprisingly bright and 
big considering it formed during the universe's infancy—
at only 2% its current age.

• This galaxy, called JADES-GS-z14-0, measures about 
1,700-light years across.

Do you know?
• The James Webb Space Telescope (sometimes called 

JWST or Webb) is a large infrared telescope with 
an approximately 6.5 meter primary mirror.

• Webb is an international collaboration between NASA, 
the European Space Agency (ESA), and the Canadian 
Space Agency (CSA).

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian  Express :GS 2-IR 
• The ANC is a national liberation movement. It was 

formed in 1912 to unite the African people and 
spearhead the struggle for fundamental political, social 
and economic change.

• For ten decades the ANC has led the struggle against 
racism and oppression, organising mass resistance, 
mobilising the international community and taking up 
the armed struggle against apartheid.

• Membership of the ANC is open to all South Africans 
above the age of 18 years, irrespective of race, colour
and creed, who accept its principles, policies and 
programmes.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian  Express :GS 2-IR/GS3/Economy 
• OPEC+ agreed on Sunday to extend most of its deep oil 

output cuts for 2024 but to start phasing them out in 
2025,
• The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries and allies led by Russia, together known 
as OPEC+, have made a series of deep output cuts 
since late 2022.

• he Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) is a permanent, intergovernmental Organization, 
created at the Baghdad Conference on September 10–
14, 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Venezuela.
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