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• India and Russia agreed to increase bilateral trade to 

$100 billion dollars by 2030, including the use of national 
currencies to circumvent Western sanctions,

• Mr. Putin accepted a direct request from Mr. Modi 
to expedite the discharge of all Indians who have been 
recruited by the Russian military, many of whom are now 
at the war front, where four Indians have been killed this 
year
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The Hindu :GS2-Governance(Page -3)    • As per the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 
1986, as amended in 2016, employment of children 
under the age of 14 years in any capacity, including 
domestic help, is prohibited. 

• It is also a criminal offence to employ a child as a 
labourer.

.
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industry body calling for tariff cuts
• Reducing input costs for smartphone assembly units is 

the obvious reason for these demands.
Do you know ?
• Tariffs are duties on imports imposed by governments to 

raise revenue, protect domestic industries, or exert 
political leverage over another country.

• Tariffs often result in unwanted side effects, such as 
higher consumer prices.
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The Hindu-Health (GSII) Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, former Director-General of the 
Indian Council of Medical Research and Chief Scientist of 
the World Health Organization, has been appointed 
Principal Adviser at the Union Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare for the National Tuberculosis Elimination 
Programme (NTEP).
• The National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme

(NTEP), previously known as Revised National 
Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP), aims to 
strategically reduce TB burden in India by 2025, five 
years ahead of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

• This vision was first articulated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at the Delhi End TB Summit in March 
2018.
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The Hindu –IR (GSII) • Central Asian countries held joint drills with land, naval 
and air forces, for the first time without regional powers 
Russia and China.

• The exercises are named Birlestik-2024, meaning alliance 
in Kazakh. Taking place in the Caspian Sea, they will last 
until July 17 and involve around 4,000 troops with 
warships, aviation, artillery and tanks.

• four Central Asian republics — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan
• The Caucasus country of Azerbaijan is also 

participating,
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Indian Express –Miscellaneous-Page 16 • Prime Minister Narendra Modi was honoured with 
Russia’s most prestigious civilian honour, the Order of St 
Andrew the Apostle.

• The award for the PM was announced in 2019, for 
“exceptional services in promoting special & privileged 
strategic partnership between Russia and India and 
friendly relations between the Russian and Indian 
peoples.”

What is the award, and who gets it?
• The award is given to prominent government and public 

figures, military leaders, and outstanding representatives 
of science, culture, art, and various sectors of the 
economy for exceptional services to Russia. It can also be 
awarded to heads of foreign states for outstanding 
services to the Russian Federation.
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Air–IR (GSII)
• The talks covered a wide range of topics aimed at 

enhancing bilateral defense and security cooperation.
• The meeting focused on various aspects of collaboration, 

including training cooperation, joint military exercises, 
defense industrial partnerships, and research and 
development initiatives. Both sides also discussed the 
exchange of subject matter experts to benefit from each 
other’s knowledge and experience.Regional security 
concerns, particularly maritime security, were addressed 
during the talks.
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PIB –Governance (GSII) • XVI Finance Commission constitutes Advisory Council
• The role and functions of the advisory council would 

include assisting the Commission in the preparation of 
papers or research studies and monitoring or assessing 
studies commissioned by the FC, thereby enhancing the 
Commission's understanding of the issues in its ToR.

• The council would also help broaden the Commission's 
ambit and understanding by seeking the best national 
and international practices on matters pertaining to fiscal 
devolution and improving the quality, reach, and 
enforcement of its recommendations.

Do you know?
The Government of India, with the approval of the President 
of India, has constituted the Sixteenth Finance Commission, 
in pursuance to Article 280(1) of the Constitution.
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PIB–Science and Tech–GSIII • The Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) International 
Observatory (TIO) is an extraordinary international 
scientific endeavor that has the potential to revolutionize 
our understanding of the universe and our place within 
it.

• TIO’s members are the California Institute of Technology, 
University of California, the National Institutes of Natural 
Sciences of Japan, the Department of Science and 
Technology of India, and the National Research Council 
of Canada.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


