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Putin accepts Modi’s request to
release Indian military recruits

The Russian President has given instructions to discharge the Indian soldiers serving at the Ukraine war front after the M’
direct intervention’ release of recruits to take place within weeks from various places where they are serving or deployed

Suhasini Haidar
MOSCOW

n what will be a relief
l for the families of men

recruited into the Rus-
sian military to serve at the
war front with Ukraine,
Russian President Viadimir
Putin has accepted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
request, made at a private
dinner on Monday, to dis-
charge those wishing to re
turn to India,

According to sources
privy to the decision, Mr.
Putin has given instruc-
tions to this effect upon Mr.
Modi's “direct interven
tion”. “We expect the re-
lease to take place within
weeks from various places
where they are serving or
deployed,” sources told
The Hindu on the condition
of anonymity.

The decision, which was

Cementing ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Russian
President Vadimir Putin in Moscow on Tuesday. REUTERS

not announced formally by
the Russian government af
ter the Modi-Putin talks on
Tuesday, comes after
weeks of diplomatic dis-
cussions, and the issue be-
ing raised by the Indian
Embassy in Moscow as well
as by External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar to Rus-

sian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey lawov during a
meeting on the sidelines of
the SCO Summit in Astana
last week.

“The Prime Minister
raised this issue strongly in
his talks with President Pu-
tin on Monday and Tues-
day,” Foreign Secretary Vi-

Bilateral trade target for
2030 set at S100 billion

Suhasini Haidar
MOSCOW

India and Russia agreed to
increase hilateral trade to
$100 billion by 2030,
including the use of
national currencies to
circumvent western
sanctions as Prime

nay Kwatra said. Asked
specifically if Indians who
chose to remain would be
allowed to do so, he said
that Mr. Modi made it clear
that he wanted “all” Indian
military recruits to return.

The demand for the dis-
charge of the soldiers who
claim they were recruited

Minister Narendra Modi
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin sat down
for the 2nd Annual
Summit here on Tuesday
to discuss “primarily
economic” issues.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 11

after being lured by agents
on false promises has been
increasing pressure on the
government for several
months,

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 11
CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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India and Russia agreed to increase bilateral trade to
$100 billion dollars by 2030, including the use of national
currencies to circumvent Western sanctions,

Mr. Putin accepted a direct request from Mr. Modi

to expedite the discharge of all Indians who have been
recruited by the Russian military, many of whom are now
at the war front, where four Indians have been killed this
year
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NHRC notice
to Delhi CS,
police chief
on rescued
children

* As per the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act,
1986, as amended in 2016, employment of children
under the age of 14 years in any capacity, including
domestic help, is prohibited.

* |tisalso acriminal offence to employ a child as a
labourer.

The Hindwu Bureans
NEW DELHI

The MNational Hurmian
Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Tuesday issued
notices to the Chief Secre-
tary and the Commissioner
Of Police of Delhi over thhe
23 child labourers nirne
girls and 14 boys — rescued
from Saraswati Vihar in
north-west IDelhi.
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On reducing taritfs for
smartphone components

WWhy s the incustry Doy calling o taifcuts i wants o expand domestic producton?

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
he ncian el and
Bletronics Associaion (CEA),
anindustry body representing
mobile and ether lectronics
assenbly and manufacturing unis, has
calledfor  reductionoftarifs on certain
companens for smartphones, The
emand appears, a frst bl o be at
o it the goalof the government -
and domestic players - 10 expand the
domestc industia base for compones,
However,the ICEA, whose menbers have
included Apple and Foseonn, has angued
fhat i opposes farif s for components
{at are widely manufactured in India,
stch s open cells and LED fght parts.

Why mpose tarif cuts?

Reducing imput costs or smartphone
dssenbly nits s the obvious reason or
(e demands. Hovwever, . principal
stification makers cite forreduced
{ariffs on components i the satuwation of

the comestic market: nealy every phione
e n i i assemnbled domestical,
and thesurplus s exported. By unds
smartphones were the fth argest
classfiable commodity exported inthe
fimanctl year 2022-23, compared o
201516, when the rank was 178, The
{mplcaton goes, now that domestc
emand s fulled, the need or igh
companet tariflhas dinmed.

The second justfication,the industry
cies, i the nature ofthe spectfc
components that 1t seeking duty cuts
for rinted Circui Boards (PCBs)and
stbssemblies, which are highly
complex, nd miniaturied fnputs for
smartphones,are ot close to being made
Inlndia, ncreasing costs for local
assencbly operations. Domestic
mafturing of these compongnts
Coul ke around elght years, Panky
Mohindron, ICEA' president estimated.

[ adciton, the ICEA said i report
last e, “the overall aggregite demand
necessary for domestic ivestment n
some inputs i much arger than the

demand created by the prevaiing
prodttion evel" Thiseflectvely means
that cument tariff levels on PCBS (20%)
and orher inputs are not resulting in
inereased domestc production of these
components; ather, they are ncreasing
thecosts ofassembly, s the components
e tobe assembled ampay.

The tarfs are als leading o2 stramge
Consequence: domestic companent
maersarefacking up pricesthey quote
fo assembly unitstoa ‘just niceable
(lffetence” below the net cost ofan
mparted component, Cuting tarifs
wonl foree domestic companent makers
10 cut the prics and refieve eperating
epense pressure for asembly units.

What about foreign competitors?
he ndustry i casing hese proposed
changes asa “competitive re-lignment”
{0 beepup with other main electronics
tauacturing giants in Chiria, Vietnan,
Thaflnd and Mexico. Vietnam's “bonded
ones, which ave specialexemptions on
dtes, allow assernbly and

anfacturing units based there to enjoy
much lower taifs on component
imperts,“FTndian eompanies such s
Mictomax and Lava want their phone to
be competitv i the globl market, they
shoudd not think of mport sbstwrion
et selectng parts and comtponents,”
TCEA argues, “They should se the hest
avllable technologies o make their
phones, regardless of the fact the
fechnaloges are made in ndia o not”

“When Chi started o ssemble
smartphones 15 years ago, Chinese ims’
anly contrbution was labour fnensie
assembly, accounting for baut 365 of
the tota manufacturing value additon,
the CEA teport says, “But, today, Chinese
firms have captured about 25 per cent of
the manufacturing value added by
providing battey, camera filer, glass
ik cover,stainless frame, printed
citeuitboard sy, and ofher pars,
which ae technology ntensive and offer
higher value added than pure asenbly
service” the ICEA points out, “[TThere s
need to scale up production of
smartphones At thisstage this can nly
be done by increasng exports. To
inerese exports, smartphones have o be
Cotmpeitive vis a vs China and Vietam,
This would requie reducing tariffs and
st importantly maintaining a sabilly
in the tarifl regime."

Smarphone assembly s have been
boyed by the production linked
incentive scheme for mobile
manufcturing, which subsidises phones
which are domestically gsernbled.

THEGIST
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The Indian Celllar and
Electranics ssociation (ICEA),
anindusty oy epresenfing
mibile and ofher eectronizs
assembly and manufacturing
units, has called for a eduction
af s on cetin
companents fr snartphanes

Y

Reducing inputcosts for
smarphane assembly nisis
he obvious reason forthese
demands,

v

I Inian companies such as
Mierormax and Lava wanttheir
phoncto be competitie Inthe
global kel heyshould ot
ik ofmpart substtution
when selecin parts and
components” A argues.
“Theyshould use the st
avaiahle technologies to mike
thelr phores,regardless of the
foct the technologies are made
inindiaornot”

industry body calling for tariff cuts

Reducing input costs for smartphone assembly units is
the obvious reason for these demands.

Do you know ?
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Tariffs are duties on imports imposed by governments to

raise revenue, protect domestic industries, or exert
political leverage over another country.

Tariffs often result in unwanted side effects, such as
higher consumer prices.
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The Hindu-Health (GSII) Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, former Director-General of the
Indian Council of Medical Research and Chief Scientist of
the World Health Organization, has been appointed
Principal Adviser at the Union Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare for the National Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme (NTEP).
* The National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme
(NTEP), previously known as Revised National
Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP), aims to

strategically reduce TB burden in India by 2025, five

Soumya Swaminathan

Soumva years ahead of the Sustainable Development Goals.
=Y - N - * This vision was first articulated by Prime Minister
S\V(ln:lln(lthdn Narendra Modi at the Delhi End TB Summit in March
appointed 5018

NTEP adviser

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan,
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The Hindu —IR (GSlI) * Central Asian countries held joint drills with land, naval
and air forces, for the first time without regional powers
Russia and China.

* The exercises are named Birlestik-2024, meaning alliance
in Kazakh. Taking place in the Caspian Sea, they will last
until July 17 and involve around 4,000 troops with
warships, aviation, artillery and tanks.

e four Central Asian republics — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan

* The Caucasus country of Azerbaijan is also

participating,

Conctral Asian
countries hold
Joint milicarw
cAr-ills withhout
Russia. Chinmna

Shorernaacee BFroarnecaee-Trreaes sas
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Central Asianmn Couumitries Oor
Twuesday held joimt drills
wwithy Llamncd, mawal armad adir
torces, for the first tirmne
withvour regiomnal powers
Fuas=sia arnd Chirae.

Kazalkh=stan = hho=stirgs
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WHAT IS ORDER OF SAINT ANDREW THE
APOSTLE, CONFERRED UPON PM MODI?

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE

NEWDELHI JULY S

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modiwason
Tuesday awarded Russia’s haghest avil-
ian honour, the Order of Saint Andrew the
Apostie, during his visit to the country.

he award for the PM was announced
in 2019, for "exceptional services in pro-
moting special & privilegexd strategic part-
nership between Russia and India and
friendly relations between the Russian
and Indian peoples.”

What is the award, and who gets it?

The award is given to promanent gov-
emment and public figures military lead-
ers, and outstanding representatives of
soence, culture, art, and various sectors
of the economy for exceptional services
to Russia It can also be awarded to heads
of foreign states for outstanding services
to the Russian Federation.

Its name comes from Saint Andrew,
who is belseved to be one of the apostles
or 12 original followers of Jesus. After
Christ’s orucifixion, the aposties are said
to have travelled great distances to spread
his message. Saint Andrew travelled to
Russia, Greece, and other places in Europe
and Asia, and founded the Church of
Constantinople, which later led to the es-
tablishment of the Russian Orthodox
Chasrch Adors than QN million sl ol

PM Modi after being awarded the
Order of St Andrew the Apostie in
Moscow on Tuesday. Reurers

Federation, a double-headed eagle. It also
includes a badge. a star, and a light blue
silk moire nbbon. For those recognised
for distinction in combat, the badge and
star are adormed with swords.

I'he order was abolished in 1918 fol-
lowing the Russian Revolution, which
overthrew the Tsanst regime. It was re-
established in 1998 by an Executive Order
of the President of Russia.

Who has received the honour earlier?

Pact mcaniontc larachs inncluda inflss
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi was honoured with
Russia’s most prestigious civilian honour, the Order of St
Andrew the Apostle.

The award for the PM was announced in 2019, for
“exceptional services in promoting special & privileged
strategic partnership between Russia and India and
friendly relations between the Russian and Indian
peoples.”

What is the award, and who gets it?

The award is given to prominent government and public
figures, military leaders, and outstanding representatives
of science, culture, art, and various sectors of the
economy for exceptional services to Russia. It can also be
awarded to heads of foreign states for outstanding
services to the Russian Federation.
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* The talks covered a wide range of topics aimed at
enhancing bilateral defense and security cooperation.

* The meeting focused on various aspects of collaboration,
including training cooperation, joint military exercises,
defense industrial partnerships, and research and
development initiatives. Both sides also discussed the
exchange of subject matter experts to benefit from each
other’s knowledge and experience.Regional security
concerns, particularly maritime security, were addressed
during the talks.

India And UAE Strengthen Defense Ties In 12th Joint
Committee Meeting
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PIB —Governance (GSlII) e XVI Finance Commission constitutes Advisory Council

* The role and functions of the advisory council would
include assisting the Commission in the preparation of
papers or research studies and monitoring or assessing
studies commissioned by the FC, thereby enhancing the
Commission's understanding of the issues in its ToR.

* The council would also help broaden the Commission's
ambit and understanding by seeking the best national
and international practices on matters pertaining to fiscal
devolution and improving the quality, reach, and
enforcement of its recommendations.

ity of e

A\ Fance Commisson consfues Advory el

PosiedOn 3L 204 T8y B e

Do you know?

The Government of India, with the approval of the President
of India, has constituted the Sixteenth Finance Commission,
in pursuance to Article 280(1) of the Constitution.
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PIB-Science and Tech—GSlII

ity of Soence & Technlgy

I St develop open-Souroe ool o generate nfared tar calogue o
Thity Meter Telescape

PosadOn 9.UL 2024 6P y PR Dei

The Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) International
Observatory (TIO) is an extraordinary international
scientific endeavor that has the potential to revolutionize
our understanding of the universe and our place within
it.

TIO’s members are the California Institute of Technology,
University of California, the National Institutes of Natural
Sciences of Japan, the Department of Science and
Technology of India, and the National Research Council
of Canada.



