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The Hindu :_GS 3/Environment–Page-9 • The policy announced in March aimed to provide Indian 
consumers with access to the latest technology and 
strengthen the EV ecosystem by encouraging healthy 
competition among EV players by attaining higher 
volumes of production, economies of scale and lower 
cost of production

• The policy also mandated that half of the value addition 
in the overall manufacturing be done domestically within 
five years. To maintain commercial viability and retain a 
foothold in the Indian market, the import duty on EVs as 
completely built units (CBUs) with a minimum cost, 
insurance, and freight (CIF) value of $35,000 was 
reduced from 70%-100% to 15%.

• The policy document held India, being the third-largest 
automotive market in the world, could potentially “lead 
the global transition” from internal combustion engine 
(ICE) to decarbonised electric counterparts. Overall, the 
policy was potentially a recognition that import 
substitution for EVs would require a layered and longer-
sustained approach. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu :GS2-IR(Page -10)    • According to data published by the National Centre for 
Vector Borne Diseases Control, as of April 30, India 
recorded 19,447 cases and 16 deaths, with Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu leading in numbers. 

What is the global situation of dengue?
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), as of 
April 30, over 7.6 million cases of dengue were reported in 
2024. 
Dengue is endemic in more than 100 countries in the WHO 
regions of Africa, the Americas, the Eastern Mediterranean, 
South-East Asia and Western Pacific. 
The Americas, South-East Asia and Western Pacific regions 
were the most seriously affected, with Asia accounting for 
around 70% of the global disease burden
. Dengue virus is transmitted to humans through the bite of 
infected mosquitoes, with the primary vector that transmits 
the disease being Aedes aegypti. While cases are mostly 
asymptomatic or mild, some may develop severe dengue 
that could include shock, severe bleeding or organ 
impairment.
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The Hindu-Economy (GSIII)-Page 13 • The Government has formulated four Labour Codes, 
namely, the Code on Wages, 2019, the Industrial 
Relations Code, 2020, the Code on Social Security, 2020 
and the Occupational Safety, Health and Working 
Conditions Code, 2020

Key Provisions 
A statutory right for minimum wages and timely payment of 
wages has been made available to all workers to support 
sustainable growth and inclusive development.
To avoid multiple interpretations and litigations, uniform 
definition of ‘wages’ across all the four Labour Codes has 
been provided that is simple, coherent and easy to enforce.
Provision for annual health check-up and medical facilities 
has also been made which enhances labour productivity 
and increases life expectancy.
The gig worker and the platform worker have been defined 
for the purpose of formulating schemes to provide social 
security benefits.
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The Hindu –health (GSII)-Page 22 What is Zika virus?
• As per the World Health Organization (WHO), Zika virus is 

a mosquito-borne virus first identified in Uganda in 1947 
in a Rhesus macaque monkey, followed by evidence of 
infection and disease in humans in other African 
countries in the 1950s. 

• Zika virus occurs through the bite of infected Aedes
mosquitoes, mainly Aedes aegypti, which also transmits 
dengue and chikungunya. The Aedes mosquitoes usually 
bite during the day. Sexual transmission, transmission 
from mother to foetus and transfusions of blood and 
blood products are other routes of transmission.

How it manifests?
• Most people infected with the Zika virus do not develop 

symptoms, the WHO says. Among those who do, they 
typically start 3–14 days after infection and are generally 
mild, including rash, fever, conjunctivitis, muscle and 
joint pain, and headache, which usually last for 2–7 days.
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The Hindu –Miscellaneous • Captain Avhilash Rawat and his crew of an oil tanker have 
been named among the winners of the International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) 2024 Award for Exceptional 
Bravery at Sea for their “extraordinary courage” shown in 
a Red Sea rescue mission

• The honours are awarded annually and were established 
by the Organization to provide international recognition 
for those who, at the risk of losing their own life, perform 
acts of exceptional bravery, displaying outstanding 
courage in attempting to save life at sea or in attempting 
to prevent or mitigate damage to the marine 
environment.
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The Hindu–Defense (GSIII)
• The Defence Research and Development Organisation

(DRDO) has sanctioned seven new projects for the 
private sector under the Technology Development Fund 
scheme. The technologies include Underwater Launched 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles; the development of Indian 
Regional Navigation Satellite System-based timing 
acquisition and dissemination system and long-range 
remotely operated vehicles for detection and 
neutralisation of targets and development of ice-
detection sensor for aircraft.
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Indian Express –Environment(GSIII)-Page 17 What is a heat dome?
• A heat dome is a weather phenomenon where a high-

pressure system in the atmosphere traps warm air like a 
lid on a pot, for an extended period of time. As the warm 
air is not able to rise upward, the sky remains clear —
clouds are formed under the opposite circumstances as 
the rising warm air cools down, and the water in it 
condenses out.

• The high-pressure system allows more sunlight to reach 
the earth, which results in more warming and drying of 
soil. This leads to less evaporation and reduces the 
likelihood of the formation of rain clouds. The longer the 
heat dome stays in one place, the warmer conditions can 
get with every passing day. While heat domes cause 
heatwaves, they can occur without heat domes as well.
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PIB–Defense–GSIII • The exercise which focuses on night time flying will take 
place from 12th July to 2nd August.

• The largest edition in its 43-year history, the exercise will 
include participation from 20 countries, over One 
hundred forty aircraft, and 4 thousand 4 hundred 
military personnel of various air forces.

• The exercise will be focusing on Large Force Employment 
warfare aimed at strengthening international 
cooperation and will facilitate experience enhancement 
with the IAF Su-30 MKI operating alongside the F-35, F-
22, F-18, F-15, Gripen and Typhoon fighter aircraft.
The IAF previously took part in the 2018 and 2022 
editions of this exercise.
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Air–Geography(GSI) An offshore earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 7.0 
struck Sultan Kudarat province in the southern Philippines
• located in the southernmost tip of the Philippines
• The archipelagic Philippines has frequent seismic 

activities due to its location along the Pacific Ring of Fire.

Do you know ?
An earthquake is what happens when two blocks of the 
earth suddenly slip past one another. The surface where 
they slip is called the fault or fault plane. The location 
below the earth’s surface where the earthquake starts is 
called the hypocenter, and the location directly above it on 
the surface of the earth is called the epicenter.
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