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PIB : GS 2- Government Initiatives 
News
• In the last seven years Railway Protection Force (RPF) has 

rescued 84,119 Children under 'Operation Nanhe
Farishtey‘.

Operation Nanhe Farishtey
• It was started in 2018 by the Railway Protection Force. 
• ‘Nanhe Farishtey’ — meaning Little Angles — is an 

operation dedicated to rescuing children in need of care 
and protection across various Indian Railway Zones.
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News
• U-Win, the government’s new childhood vaccination 

management portal is likely to be launched on August 
15.

About
• It is expected to be a game-changer for primary 

healthcare, marking a transition from the existing 
vaccination cards that ASHA and other healthcare 
workers update manually to a completely digital platform 
that will maintain records of the vaccination journey of 
every child in the 0-5 age group.
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News
• The Centre plans to launch the fourth phase of its 

flagship rural road scheme, Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY), to connect 50,000 habitations having 
population above 250 in plain areas and and 100 in 
special category states with all-weather roads.

About
• The move is part of the 100-day agenda of the Ministry 

of Rural Development (MoRD).
Pradhan Mantra Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) 
• It was launched in the year 2000 with an objective of 

providing all-weather road connectivity to all eligible 
unconnected habitations in rural areas of country.

• It is a centrally Sponsored Scheme.
• The Ministry of Rural Development is the nodal ministry 

for this scheme.
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News
• At least 80% of the country last week reported 

widespread rainfall, with heavy to very heavy spells 
lashing Assam, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Gujarat, coastal Maharashtra and Karnataka, Kerala, and 
Lakshadweep.

What factors are causing widespread rains?
• There have been two main contributors to the enhanced 

rainfall. 
• One is the continuous incoming of moisture-laden strong 

westerly winds from the Arabian Sea.
• The other is the position of the monsoon trough — a 

semi-permanent, low-pressure area extending between 
Pakistan and the Bay of Bengal during the monsoon 
season — which usually oscillates between north and 
south within the season. Whenever it moves towards the 
south, as it has done in the present case, more rainfall 
can take place in central, eastern and peninsular India. 
When it shifts towards the north, the Himalayan foothills 
are likely to receive more rainfall but the rest of India 
sees a drop in rainfall.
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Government Scheme

News
• Maharashtra government has unveiled the 

Mukhyamantri Yuva Karya Prashikshan Yojana - a new 
stipend-based internship scheme for the State's 
unemployed youth.

About
• The scheme aims to increase the employability of the 

youth by providing them with a stipend during an 
apprenticeship. 

• The government will extend Rs 6,000 to those who are 
12th pass, Rs 8,000 to those with ITI and diploma and Rs
10,000 for those with degree and postgraduation as a 
stipend.

• Eligible candidates should be between the ages of 18 and 
35 and residents of Maharashtra. 

• The internships will for last six months.
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News
• In the recently concluded general elections in the U.K., a 

record 263 women MPs (40%) have been elected to the 
House of Commons.

About
• The South African National Assembly has around 45% 

women representation, while the U.S. House of 
Representatives has 29%.

• The important methods used across the world to ensure 
higher representation of women are (a) voluntary or 
legislated compulsory quotas for candidates within 
political parties and (b) quota in parliament through 
reservation of seats.
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What about women representatives in independent India?
• The percentage of women MPs in the Lok Sabha had 

been very low between 5% and 10% till 2004. 
• It rose marginally to 12% in 2014 and currently stands at 

14% in the 18th Lok Sabha. 
• The representation in State Legislative Assemblies is even 

poorer with the national average being around 9%.
• As on April 2024, India ranks 143 in the list of countries 

in the ‘Monthly ranking of women in national 
parliaments’ published by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, 
a global organisation for national parliaments.

Steps taken 
• The 73rd and 74th amendments of the Constitution in 

1992/1993, provided for one-third reservation for 
women in panchayats and municipalities.

• The Parliament through the 106th constitutional 
amendment, in September 2023, provided for one-third 
reservation of seats for women in the Lok Sabha and 
State legislative assemblies.
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