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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharman on July 23
announced her seventh consecutive budget.

The Finance Minister said, for pursuit of ‘Viksit
Bharat’, the budget envisages sustained efforts on the
following 9 priorities for generating ample opportunities
for all. These are Productivity and resilience in
Agriculture,Employment & Skilling ,Inclusive Human
Resource Development and Social Justice,Manufacturing
& Services,Urban Development ,Energy
Security,Infrastructure,Innovation, Research &
Development and Next Generation Reforms

An allocation of X1.48 lakh crore for education,
employment and skill development was announced.
government will launch the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya
Unnat Gram Abhiyan by adopting saturation coverage for
tribal families in tribal-majority villages and aspirational
districts covering 63,000 villages and benefitting 5 crore
tribal people.

For more details please click here
https://www.nextias.com/ca/current-affairs/23-07-

2024/daily-current-affairs-23-07-2024
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SC gives split verdict
on validity of Centre’s
nod for GM mustard

The Hindu Bureaw
MMEMW DELHI

T SUpreme Court  on
Tuesday pronounced a
split wvendict on the validity
of the Ceontre™s 2022 deci
sion grantinmg conditional
approvval for environmen-
tal release of genetically
modified (G mustard
Crop.

The Bench of Justices
B.V. Nagararthna and Sanjay
Karal, however, asked the
Centre to formulate a na-
tional pedicy with regard to
G crops for research, cnl
tivarion, ade and com-
merce in the country.

The case wonld mowr T
referred to a three-judge
Bench to be constituted by
the Chief Justice of India.

On Ocoobeer 18, 2022, the
Genetic Enginesring  Ap-
praisal Committee (GEAC)
— a statutory body under
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change and regulator of
genetically modihed or

The Cenire has boecn
asked o formulate
a marional policy
with regard to M
crops for rescarch
and other purposes

ganisms in the country —
recommended the envi-
ronmental release,

A subsequent decision
was taken on Cotober 25,
2022 approving the envi-
rommental release of trans-
Eenic mistard hytrid
DAAH-11, a wvariety of G
nmyustard.

O Tuesday, inits jucg-
il the court said the
“mational policy shall be
formulated in consultarion
with all stakeholders, such
as experts in the field of
agriculture, biorechnolog,
Srare FoOVEernments, repre-
sentatives of farmers, eoc”.

It said the gpovermment
should conduct a national
consultaton with the aim
of formualating the policy.
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The Supreme Court delivered a split verdict on a petition
challenging the conditional approval granted by the
Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) to the
Delhi University’s Centre for Genetic Manipulation of
Crop Plants (CGMCP), for the environmental release of
transgenic mustard, DMH-11, and its subsequent
approval by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF&CC), with one of the judges
striking it down and the other upholding it. In October
2022, the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee
(GEAC) recommended the environmental release of the
genetically-modified (GM) mustard (Brassica juncea)
variety DMH (Dhara Mustard Hybrid)-11 for the
development of new generation hybrids, paving the way
for the commercialisation of the country’s first GM food
crop.

Genetically-modified plants are developed to introduce a
new trait to the plant which does not occur naturally.
The DNA of the plant is modified using genetic
engineering to produce the GM plant varieties which can
be grown as food crops or non-food crops.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY

The Hindu —Science and Tech (GSlil)-Page 24

Drug used to treat clots can protect
against cobra venom damage
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* Researchers found tinzaparin, a drug commonly used to
prevent blood clots, significantly reduced damage to
human cells caused by spitting cobra venom; the team
also found the drug reduced skin damage in mice
injected with the venom; the scientists have filed for a
patent and may start human clinical trials soon

Do you know ?

Venomous snakes kill about 1.4 lakh people every year,
especially in Africa and Asia. Despite this, treatment for
snakebites has remained archaic and is still based on the
work of French scientists in the late 1800s
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Associated Press
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Nearly 40 million people were living with the HIV virus that
causes AIDS last year, over 9 million weren't getting any
treatment, and the result was that every minute someone
died of AIDS-related causes, the United Nations (UN) said in
a new report launched,.

* In 2023, around 630,000 people died from AIDS-related
illnesses, a significant decline from the 2.1 million deaths
in 2004. But the latest figure is more than double the
target for 2025 of fewer than 250,000 deaths

Do you know ?

Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is a virus that attacks

the body’s immune system. Acquired immunodeficiency

syndrome (AIDS) occurs at the most advanced stage of
infection.

HIV targets the body’s white blood cells, weakening the

immune system. This makes it easier to get sick with

diseases like tuberculosis, infections and some cancers.

HIV is spread from the body fluids of an infected person,

including blood, breast milk, semen and vaginal fluids. It is

not spread by kisses, hugs or sharing food. It can also spread
from a mother to her baby.
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PIB —History(GSlI) * Chandra Shekhar Tiwari, popularly known as Chandra
Shekhar Azad, was born on 23 July 1906

* Azad was dissatisfied when Mahatma Gandhi decided to
put an end to the Non-Cooperation Movement in 1922.

* He met Ram Prasad Bismil, who had founded the
Hindustan Republican Association (HRA), a revolutionary
organisation, through a young revolutionary named Man
Nath Gupta.

e Chandra Shekhar Azad then joined the HRA actively and
began to raise money for the HRA.

* . In order to take revenge for Lala Lajpat Rai's murder,
Chandra Shekhar Azad took part in the Kakori Train
Robbery in 1925, the shooting of John P. Saunders in
Lahore in 1928, and finally in the attempt to attack the
Viceroy of India's train in 1929.

* In order to accomplish the objective of an independent
India based on socialist principles, Azad clandestinely
restructured the Hindustan Republican Association (HRA)
in 1928 alongside Bhagat Singh and other rebels,
renaming it as the Hindustan Socialist Republican
Association (HSRA) on 8 September.

Prme Miser's Offce

Prime Mnister pays homage to Chandra Shekfar Azad on his bith amiversary
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Bal Gangadhar Tilak was born on July 23, 1856, at
Ratnagiri, Maharashtra,

Bal Gangadhar Tilak was a great nationalist, social
reformer and a mass leader who influenced generations
of people with his ideas and ideals. He played a
pioneering role in arousing mass political consciousness
during the freedom movement. He was one of the
strongest advacates of 'Self Rule’ (Swaraj). His famous
slogan “Swaraj is my birthright, and | shall have it!"
inspired mitlions during India’'s Freedom Movement.
Acknowledged as 'Lokmanya’ by the nation, Tilak was
also a great scholar and a visionary leader.

He started a Marathi paper, Kesari.




