DOINTER

2

\\\\z\\'\u\\ falst© AR
wput gyow e

roars OO a0 fov Retd
182 3 '\\\d\\s\\'\;\\ owl




HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

(ings Artice 61 rant absouion to the

Krishnadas Rajagopal

The story so far:
three jude Bench headed by
the Chief st of nda DY
Chandrachud has impleaded
the Union government and
sought assitance from the Attorney
Generalof ndiato deeide i “blanket
immunity granted under Aice 361t he
Presidentand Govermors, while i offie,
from rimina proceedings wndesmines
Fimess,constinucimal moraliy and
wioktes undamental ights o equal
prteetion ofthe aw and fair il

What s the case?
The question came pn a petton fed
bya contractual woman employee with
i R Bhavan who s aceused West
Bengal Governor G, Ananda Bose of
sextal harassment and molestation.
The woman, idendfid a5 SXX' in
Supreme Courtrecondst protect e
identiy, il the “absohte immunity”
aiven o the Governor i based on e

(VEITOr Even I"HIN vimin i

victoian el that the “King ean domo
wrong”, She ssid he police have teated
e complant againetthe consttutonal
auhority i a “cavlier manner” cifng
{he iy hause, She sid the anly
option Jftto e s o wait forthe
(overnor o demit offce for the
investigaton t commence on her
complaint of gendervilence. he,
oweser, s it the delay i he
criminal imvestigation againet such &
proseful persan my exentualy deny her
Justice durng ral, She has urged the
court o mandate the State of West Bengal
throngh s police machinery tocarry out
animesiation. The emplopee has ko
ke the court o rame guidelmes and
qalfythe extent of the ity

Do Governors have immunity?
Article 361 () provides that the Presdent
and Govermars are not answerable o any
ot foracts done it exerciend
performance ofthelr powers and dutls,
However thefstprovisoto Arice
50w the conuctof the resident

|n

fobe reviewed b any court, rbunal or
Doy designated by ither Hotseof
Parliament forthe investigaion ofa
eharge under Aril 6 (peachment for
violaton o the Constinon. Thesecond
provis o Artice 361) holdsthat he
iy camnot top a persn fom
st the Centre or Stae concerned.

The clause n question beforefhe
Supreme Courtinthe coent case
clause (2 of Artce 361 which mandates
{hat "o riminel proceedings whatsoever
Sl b st o comtined g
T Presicent,or the Gosermar ofa Stale,
inany eourtduringhistermofoffce”
The apes court has decided o nterpret
¢lause (1) of Atile 361t determine
when exacly could erimina proceefings
e instituted agansta Presient or
Gowemnor. I short, the court s decided
1o tetle the protectivecover of iy
foseefits “unfettered or unbridld”.

[nerestinghy, the Constituent Assemmbly
debates on Article 361 (Draf Atk 30)
in Sepember 49 show that  Member
i inceee found the Janguage of clause
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[§ immunity for the President
and Governors absolute?

(2)vague, The discussion concemed the
phrage “Quring the term of s offce” n
Aricle 3612, The Member had queried
this would mean the Presdent or a
(vernor coul enjy immunityby
conrining i offce espite comnting
crintinal act, The question was left pen.

What are the arguments raised?
The petiioner argues thatabar on
criminl proceedings nder Aricle 381%)
dogs ot extend to legal acts or those
Which “srike a the roats” o a ciaer's
fundamental rights, The alleed actons of
Governor Bose inringed upon her right
{0 e under Article 21 of the Constitution,
shesubmitted, The immuniy under
Article 361 camnot impar the poliee's
povers 0 nvestgate e offenceor e
e the perpetrator n the
complaint FR. No part ofthe powers of
the Govenor povid or him o sexally
abuse employess, he emplopee said.

The Supreme Court, i Rameshur
Phasad s, U of i, had nterpeted
that il immuniy’ nder Anice 36104
did oo ke vy e poverfciers o
chllengetheactons of the President or
Gosernors on the ground of ‘malafices’
Ananalogy could b v to erpret
criminalimmunity the same way. The
petiion refemedfo a Madhya P e
High Court ruling in R Narehss e
Of Machy P, which had el that
the ity would not i the
polce’spowers t investgatean offence,
which inchuded recording the Governor'
Slatement,

THEGIST
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Athree udge Bench has
impleaded {he Union
govenmentto deideifa
“Hlanet immunity pranted
unde Ariele 361 o the
President and Govemars, While
noffe, from cimngl
proceeding undemings
famegs and censtittiond
moralty

¥

The question came upna
petion fled by a contractual
woman employee with the Ry
B who s accused Mt
Bangal Govertor (. Ananda
Bogeof soxual haassent and
motetafion

¥

The peftioner rgues tata
baroneiminal roceedings
unde Aricle 361(2) does ot
entend o legalactsor those
hich stk at the oot of &
cizen's damenta gt

-
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* Athree-judge Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud has impleaded the Union government
and sought assistance from the Attorney General of India
to decide if a “blanket” immunity granted under Article
361 to the President and Governors, while in office, from
criminal proceedings undermines fairness, constitutional
morality and violates fundamental rights to equal
protection of the law and fair trial.

Do you know ?

Article 361 (1) provides that the President and Governors

are not answerable to any court for acts done in exercise

and performance of their powers and duties.

However the first proviso to Article 361(1) allows the

conduct of the President to be reviewed by any court,

tribunal or body designated by either House of Parliament

for the investigation of a charge under Article 61

(impeachment for violation of the Constitution). The second

proviso to Article 361(1) holds that the immunity cannot

stop a person from suing the Centre or State concerned.




HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

Kallo] Bhattacherjee

| NEW DEI

ndia s committed to
concluding o Free
Trade Agreement with

the United Kingdom, said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modl on Wednesday, after
meeting the visiting Secre
tary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Deve-
[lopment  Affairs  David
| Lagmy - the highest rank
ing official from the United
Kingdom to wisit India
since the Labour govern
ment won a hindslide vic
tory in the recent election

“{1) appreciate the prior
ity accorded by PM Keir
Starmer w0 broaden and
deepen the Comprehen
sive Strategic Partnership
Remain committed to ele-
vating the tes. Welcome
[the bilsteral Technology
| Security Initiative and the
desire to conclude a mu
tually benebcial FTA" Mr.,
Modi said

Mr. Lammy was hossed
by External Affairs Minister
S, Rishankar for a round ol
talks where the two sides
exchanged ideas on a wide

of issues. Mr. Jaish
ankar said the two sides
should cooperate on “glo
bal matters on gobal plat

Stremgthening tes: Frirw Moalser ar
army, o Neow Belh on wedresday

forms”, indicating that In-
dia bs seeking collaboration
with the UK. to deal with
globally redevant isues like
climate action

“We are both countries
which haw a big global
presence in different ways
So 1 think it's also impor-
tant Indla and the UK
work together on global is
sues and in global pla
forms,” said Mr. Jlaishankar

Alter meeting Mr, Modi,
My, Lamimy referred w the
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India committed to FTA
with the UK., says Modi

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy refers to unique living bridge’ between the two countries,
and savs they are working together on clinate action and creating opportunities for businesses

A LBRARIN DO X

“unigue bving beidge that
connects India with the
United Kingdom and said
the 1wo sides are building
on “climate action whike
creating opportunitles foe
British and Indian busi
nesses". India and the LLK
have been discussing the
FTA for several vears now
and have been canght ug
in 1 protracted
negoation

I am travelling to India
In oy Arst month as Fo

refgn Secretary because re
setting our relationship
with the Global South is a
key part of how this go
vernment will reconnect
Britain for our security and
prosperity at home,” Mr
Lammy had said in a state
ment ahead ol his depar
ture, calling India the
"emerging superpower of
the 2t century”, one of
the fastest growing econo
mies, with the world's lar
gest popuiation

The Prime Ministers of India and the United

Kingdom are launching a new ‘Technology Security
Initiative’ (TSI) to elevate the strategic

partnership between the two countries to the next level.
This was announced during visit of UK Foreign
Secretary David Lammy.

The TSI will be coordinated by the National Security
Advisors (NSAs) of both countries through existing and
new dialogues. The NSAs will set the priority areas and
identify interdependencies for cooperation on critical
and emerging tech that will, in turn, help build
meaningful technology value chain partnerships
between two countries, officials said.
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DRDO tests Phase-II ballistic
missile defence system

The DRDO on Wednesday successfully
flight-tested the Phase-1l Ballistic Missile Defence
(BMD) system demonstrating the indigenous
capability to defend against ballistic missiles of
5,000-km class. Phase 1 of the BMD, which can
intercept ballistic missiles with a range of 2,000
km, has already been deployed. The maiden test

of the Phase-1l BMD was carried out in November

2022. “The Target Missile was launched from
LC-IV Dhamra at 1620 hrs mimicking adversary
ballistic missile, which was detected by weapon
system radars deployed on land and sea and
activated the Air Defence (AD) interceptor
system,” DRDO said in a statement.

-
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The DRDO on Wednesday successfully flight-tested the
Phase-Il Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) system
demonstrating the indigenous capability to defend
against ballistic missiles of 5,000-km class.

Phase 1 of the BMD, which can intercept ballistic missiles
with a range of 2,000 km, has already been deployed.
The maiden test of the Phase-Il BMD was carried out in
November 2022.

The Target Missile was launched from LC-IV Dhamra at
1620 hrs mimicking adversary ballistic missile, which was
detected by weapon system radars deployed on land and
sea and activated the Air Defence (AD) interceptor
system,
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ICMR ready to transfer technology of
a ‘breakthrough’ TB detection system

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Indian Council of Med
ical Research (ICMR) has
begun work on spreading
an affordable, faster and
easy-to-use testing technol-
gy for detection of tuber-
culosis.

The council has invited
an Expression of Interest
from organisations, com-
panies and manufacturers
for “wransfer of technolo-
gy” for commercialisation
of “a CRISPR Cas-based TB
detection system”.

Developed by the ICMR
Regional Medical Research
Centre, Dibrugarh, the
technology is touted as the
“world'’s cheapest TB test-
ing system”. It can detect
the TE bacterium using
DNA from saliva at a very
low cost, Tt can identify the
bacterium with prelimin-
ary symptoms, and test ov-
er 1,500 samples within

tuin hinnire

Cwver 1,500 samiples can be
simultaneously tested within
twar hawrs,

“It is so simple that it
can be used even in the
primary health centre of a
village,” say researchers at
the centre.

TB Lills an estimated
4,80,000 Indians every
vear or over 1,400 patients
every day, Additionally, the
country has more than a
pillion “missing” TB cases
annually, which are not
notified. Most remain eith
er undiagnosed, or unac-
countably and inadequate-
ly diagnosed and treated in

the nirivatia eoetne

Asenior Health Ministry
official had noted that In-
dia’s efforts to achieve ra-
pid decline in the burden
of TB morbidity and mor-
tality, towards the elimina-
tion of the infection by
2025, have plateaved.

He added that there is
now a move to rework the
protocol to tackle the dis-
ease, specifically TB medi-
cation and its duration, to
reboot the TB-free initia-
tive with zero deaths, dis-
ease, and poverty resulting
from the disease.

Expert guidance

The ICMR has developed
the “CRISPR Cas-based TB
detection system” and is
lawfully entitled to enter
into any form of exclusive
of non-exclusive  agree-
ments with eligible manu-
facturing companies
through a defined agree-
ment for licensing and
commercialisation of the
cuvatam  which shall he one

verned by the ICMR TP Pal-
icy, it said.

Listing out its role, the
council has noted that the
Dibrugarh centre will pro-
vide expert guidance and
technical support for the
production of the system
in all phases.

“The ICMR through its
institutes would provide
support and facilitation to
conduct the R&D/clinical
study of new technology/
product in India, in collab-
oration with the company/
institutions in a profession-
al and mutually agreed
upon manner and time
lines, which will be decid-
ed later under the Agree-
ment, It will also provide
technical support in deve-
lopment of technology/
product and will also facili-
tate the validation as per
the terms & conditions of
the agreement. It shall
have no financial implica-
tions unless otherwise
erwcifiad " it eaid

-
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* The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has
begun work on spreading an affordable, faster and easy-
to-use testing technology for detection of tuberculosis.

* The council has invited an Expression of Interest from
organisations, companies and manufacturers for
“transfer of technology” for commercialisation of “a
CRISPR Cas-based TB detection system”.

* Developed by the ICMR Regional Medical Research
Centre, Dibrugarh, the technology is touted as the
“world’s cheapest TB testing system”. It can detect the TB
bacterium using DNA from saliva at a very low cost. It can
identify the bacterium with preliminary symptoms, and
test over 1,500 samples within two hours.

Do you know ?

TB kills an estimated 4,80,000 Indians every year or over

1,400 patients every day. Additionally, the country has more

than a million “missing” TB cases annually, which are not

notified. Most remain either undiagnosed, or unaccountably
and inadequately diagnosed and treated in the private
sector.
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The Hindu —Science and Tech(GSlil)-Page 20 * Mpox (monkeypox) is an infectious disease caused by the
monkeypox virus. It can cause a painful rash, enlarged
lymph nodes and fever. Most people fully recover, but
some get very sick.

* The monkeypox virus was discovered in Denmark (1958)
in monkeys kept for research and the first reported
human case of mpox was a nine-month-old boy in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC, 1970). Mpox
can spread from person to person or occasionally from

animals to people.
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The Hindu—-Defense—-GSlIi The first of two Advanced Frigates under construction

by Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) for the Indian Navy, was

launched

* The ship has been named Triput, after the mighty arrow,
representing the indomitable spirit of Indian Navy and its
ability to strike far and deep.

e The Triput class ships are 124.8 m long and 15.2 m wide,
with a draught of 4.5 m. Their displacement is approx.
3600 tons and speed a maximum of 28 knots. The ships
are equipped with stealth features, advanced weapon &
sensors and platform management systems.

* Being constructed at GSL, the Triput class of ships are
follow on ships of the Teg and Talwar class ships acquired
from Russia. These frigates are being constructed for the

first time indigenously by an Indian Shipyard

Maiden voyage




HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Indian Express—Population —GSI-Page 21

The polties round Panchamasai Lingayatquota demnds inamatal

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURL, JULY24

PanchamsaliLingayas,  sub-caste of
Kamataka's dominantingayat communiy,
hevebeendemandinginciusionin Category
AufheCther Backwan Classes DBC) e
o dhan hree years, Thi vl b them
toavai the 15% quota in government jhs
and collge adrmisions earmaried forthis
category, a5 against the 5 quota the
Lingayacommuniy currently

more personal, fectiverelationship with

G specificallyLord Shra
Today, the Lingayat community is an
amalgamation of many sub-castes who
old sway in90-100 of Karnataka's 224
state assembly seats.The agriculruralst
Fanchamasali make up ety Tl ofhe
Lingayatpopulation numbering around 85
ok asperthe community'sownclaims),
o the Panchamasal havebng ot un-
Her-represenedin Kamatala palfics. The
state's Lingayat chief ministers ke B 5
Yefyurappa e preeminent

emoys under Category 38 of Lingayat loader for decades),
KJr;la:aTlu'sL;.EEquccanu:nx EXPLAINED ;nf&;é\urajﬂumﬂhm
On Tuesdey, ommunity plonged ioathersufhcases.
eaders held a mesting with POLITICS The community asochims o

lawyerstoloak athowtotake
forward theiragiation.

Whoarethe Panchamasafis?
The ingayasofficallycssfid s Hind
ubcasteeeashava Lingayas e ollow-

e economically worse-off
thenother ingaat afhastes.

How does OBC reservation wark? When
i thePanchamasalis demand arse?
(1BCs compise iferent cstes and ul

erofBasavanna (2¢hceury phosopher-  cactes whoameafenat iferetlevels -
santwhorejected orthodas st Hindy - inalisaton. T prevent any one dominant
pracices and caste herarciesinfvourafa  OC roupfom comeingalquotabenefis,

CURRENTQUOTA MATRI

(ategory (uta
OtterBackvard(lasses 32
(a1 {Backwand Castes i

(3 24(0RC) |5
(3t 28 {Musfims) i
Cat 34 Vil i i
(at 38 Lingayat e §
Scheduled Cases (5C) I
Scheduled Trbes (5T) i
WS 1]
Total reservations ]
st sates further sub-Categorise OBCs
o onifferent caste rlave margnal
sation, InKamatakathe 32% ot for 0BCs

Incisributed among e caegris.
(hese,thelarpet guotais for Caegory
A which,at present, inchudes 102 castes.

Panchamasalshave wanted o beincluded
nthiscategory forovertwodecades,

Theirdisaffecton ransated . agi-
tation in 2020 when Murugesh Nirani
welthy BPMLA was notinductednthen
Chief i Yeyurappa's cinet Nirani
galvaised support amiong Panchamasal
Jeatders by posioning himself a a cham-
pion fortheir ong-standing demand

Hewnuld atrbacirackbutleaders e
the BJP's Basanagouda Pail Yainal, and
Congress Vijayanand Kashapannavar nd
Labshrmi Heblabarcontinued o make the
quitademand a polccal e Fachamasd
pantifBasavarga Mruthyunzya Swiamy led
astae-wide agtaion or the demand This
agiation wascalled offin july 2021 afer
Yediyurappacsured o ‘esohe” heistecn
the foorofthe Kamataka ssembly.

Howei the B ryto placatehe
Panchamasals? Diditsueed?
Hoicst rowing s inthe Kamatala
B, edyurappa resigned a chief minister
on July 26, 2021 He was succeeded by
Basavar Bormmaiiho made a controversial

decison o secure the enire Lingayat and
Vg vote inthe 2023 ey clec-
tione. i March 2], 2023 the B gov-
enment scrapped the 45 quota under
Category 28 far Mugfis and disributed it
[ each) among the Vokdalipas and
Lingayasimney-cesed Catepories Xand
0. This meant thathe Lingayat ot in-
e fm3i i

The Panchamsals iwever, e ngs-
tentonerCaegory 2 demand o
afierthe Supreme Court abeered the the
changesmatewere“shakyand flawed the
Karataka govesmment rovided an under-
taking saying that it willnot make any
changestothestatesOBC sub-categkation.
The matierwes subsequetlyadipumed and
hasseennoprogess since.

Ultimately the Lingayat communiy,
which had staumchly hached the BP since
the 1940 ended up playingamajorolein
theparty's o inthe May 2023 asseml
elctions. The BJF won only 18 f the 68
seats where it Fielded Lingayat candidites,
Incuding ] o7 seats wherei fieded can-
didates from the Fanchamasal sub-sect

The Cangress,on the other hand, won37
seats of the 48 seats where it fielded
Lingayatcancidate,including 10afithe 14
seitsit gave b Panchamsdcandidates.

Howisthe Congress gvernment
dealing with thestuation’?

The Congress, which has heen buying
imeforthe Supreme Court ioprovidealegl
salution inthe mater, s ey todefrany
Hecsionanthe uota demend undl indings
e Kanataka Social Fromomic and Cae
Survey e accepted andmade puiic byte
staecabinet. Thes eport was hended i the
aovemmentin ebrary his ear

The Cangress, which is heavly eiant
onthe supportof the exising Catespry 24
OBC communites, ouldalso recommend
theincusion o al Lingeyatsinthe cental
0B st~ thiswould curry some spadll
among the Lingayats while keeping the
party'sexisting hase happy.

Curnenty, 6 Ligayat sub-caeteswhoare
considered“very backwad” e provided
Tesenvatons orcental gvemmentjgbs and
coleseadminiratons uncerthe AL uo

NEXT
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Panchamasali Lingayats, a sub-caste of Karnataka’s
dominant Lingayat community, have been demanding
inclusion in Category 2A of the Other Backward Classes
(OBC) for more than three years

The Lingayats (officially classified as Hindu sub-caste
‘Veerashaiva Lingayats’) are followers of Basavanna, a
12th century philosopher-saint who started a radical
anti-caste movement which rejected orthodox ritualistic
Hindu practices in favour of a more personal, affective
relationship with God, specifically Lord Shiva.

Today, the Lingayat community is an amalgamation of
many sub-castes



-

HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

NEXT
[1[A|S]

PIB-Science and Tech-GSlIi Kavach has so far been deployed on 1465 Route km and 144
locomotives (including Electric Multiple Unit rakes) on
South Central Railway.

e Kavach is an indigenously developed Automatic Train
Protection (ATP) system and a highly technology
intensive system, which requires safety certification of
highest order.

* Kavach aids the loco pilot in train running within
specified speed limits by automatic application of brakes
in case Loco Pilot fails to do so and also helps the train
safely run during inclement weather.

* Kavach has been certified for highest level of Safety
Integrity Level - SIL4 by Independent Safety Assessor and
reduces the probability of train collisions in block
sections and on running lines at stations through its non-
SIL features. With this, Kavach has potential for adoption
by other countries

sty of Reihuays

Indigenously developed Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system Kavach deployed
on 146 Route km and 144 locomotives on South Central Rallway

$1216.77 crore fiized on Kavach so far: Allocation of funds during the year 2024-25 stands at ¥
11297 crore

Posted On: 24 UL 2024 75PM by PIB Delhi
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India Ranks 82nd On Global Passport Index With Visa-Free
Access To 58 Countries

ndia has been ranked 82nd spot on a global passport index, allowing Indians visa-free entry to 58 countries,
ncluding popular destinations like Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. According to the latest ranking by the UK-

-
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India has been ranked 82nd spot on a global passport
index, allowing Indians visa-free entry to 58 countries,
including popular destinations like Indonesia, Malaysia
and Thailand. According to the latest ranking by the UK-
based Henley Passport Index, India’s passport now ranks
at an improved 82nd spot. The ranking is based on data
from the International Air Transport Association (IATA).
Singapore occupied the top spot in the Index with its
citizens having visa-free entry to 195 countries



