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The Hindu :_GS 2/Governance–Page-10 • A three-judge Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India 
D.Y. Chandrachud has impleaded the Union government 
and sought assistance from the Attorney General of India 
to decide if a “blanket” immunity granted under Article 
361 to the President and Governors, while in office, from 
criminal proceedings undermines fairness, constitutional 
morality and violates fundamental rights to equal 
protection of the law and fair trial.

Do you know ?
Article 361 (1) provides that the President and Governors 
are not answerable to any court for acts done in exercise 
and performance of their powers and duties.
However the first proviso to Article 361(1) allows the 
conduct of the President to be reviewed by any court, 
tribunal or body designated by either House of Parliament 
for the investigation of a charge under Article 61 
(impeachment for violation of the Constitution). The second 
proviso to Article 361(1) holds that the immunity cannot 
stop a person from suing the Centre or State concerned.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-IR (GSII)-Page 12 • The Prime Ministers of India and the United 
Kingdom are launching a new ‘Technology Security 
Initiative’ (TSI) to elevate the strategic 
partnership between the two countries to the next level. 
This was announced during visit of UK Foreign 
Secretary David Lammy.

• The TSI will be coordinated by the National Security 
Advisors (NSAs) of both countries through existing and 
new dialogues. The NSAs will set the priority areas and 
identify interdependencies for cooperation on critical 
and emerging tech that will, in turn, help build 
meaningful technology value chain partnerships 
between two countries, officials said.
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The Hindu –Defense(GSIII)-Page-14 • The DRDO on Wednesday successfully flight-tested the 
Phase-II Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) system 
demonstrating the indigenous capability to defend 
against ballistic missiles of 5,000-km class. 

• Phase 1 of the BMD, which can intercept ballistic missiles 
with a range of 2,000 km, has already been deployed. 
The maiden test of the Phase-II BMD was carried out in 
November 2022. 

• The Target Missile was launched from LC-IV Dhamra at 
1620 hrs mimicking adversary ballistic missile, which was 
detected by weapon system radars deployed on land and 
sea and activated the Air Defence (AD) interceptor 
system,
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The Hindu–Health  (GSII)-Page 14 • The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has 
begun work on spreading an affordable, faster and easy-
to-use testing technology for detection of tuberculosis.

• The council has invited an Expression of Interest from 
organisations, companies and manufacturers for 
“transfer of technology” for commercialisation of “a 
CRISPR Cas-based TB detection system”.

• Developed by the ICMR Regional Medical Research 
Centre, Dibrugarh, the technology is touted as the 
“world’s cheapest TB testing system”. It can detect the TB 
bacterium using DNA from saliva at a very low cost. It can 
identify the bacterium with preliminary symptoms, and 
test over 1,500 samples within two hours.

Do you know ?
TB kills an estimated 4,80,000 Indians every year or over 
1,400 patients every day. Additionally, the country has more 
than a million “missing” TB cases annually, which are not 
notified. Most remain either undiagnosed, or unaccountably 
and inadequately diagnosed and treated in the private 
sector.
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The Hindu –Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 20 • Mpox (monkeypox) is an infectious disease caused by the 
monkeypox virus. It can cause a painful rash, enlarged 
lymph nodes and fever. Most people fully recover, but 
some get very sick.

• The monkeypox virus was discovered in Denmark (1958) 
in monkeys kept for research and the first reported 
human case of mpox was a nine-month-old boy in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC, 1970). Mpox
can spread from person to person or occasionally from 
animals to people.
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The Hindu–Defense–GSIII • The first of two Advanced Frigates under construction 
by Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) for the Indian Navy, was 
launched 

• The ship has been named Triput, after the mighty arrow, 
representing the indomitable spirit of Indian Navy and its 
ability to strike far and deep.

• The Triput class ships are 124.8 m long and 15.2 m wide, 
with a draught of 4.5 m. Their displacement is approx. 
3600 tons and speed a maximum of 28 knots. The ships 
are equipped with stealth features, advanced weapon & 
sensors and platform management systems.

• Being constructed at GSL, the Triput class of ships are 
follow on ships of the Teg and Talwar class ships acquired 
from Russia. These frigates are being constructed for the 
first time indigenously by an Indian Shipyard
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Indian Express–Population –GSI-Page 21 • Panchamasali Lingayats, a sub-caste of Karnataka’s 
dominant Lingayat community, have been demanding 
inclusion in Category 2A of the Other Backward Classes 
(OBC) for more than three years

• The Lingayats (officially classified as Hindu sub-caste 
‘Veerashaiva Lingayats’) are followers of Basavanna, a 
12th century philosopher-saint who started a radical 
anti-caste movement which rejected orthodox ritualistic 
Hindu practices in favour of a more personal, affective 
relationship with God, specifically Lord Shiva.

• Today, the Lingayat community is an amalgamation of 
many sub-castes
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PIB–Science and Tech–GSIII Kavach has so far been deployed on 1465 Route km and 144 
locomotives (including Electric Multiple Unit rakes) on 
South Central Railway.
• Kavach is an indigenously developed Automatic Train 

Protection (ATP) system and a highly technology 
intensive system, which requires safety certification of 
highest order.

• Kavach aids the loco pilot in train running within 
specified speed limits by automatic application of brakes 
in case Loco Pilot fails to do so and also helps the train 
safely run during inclement weather.

• Kavach has been certified for highest level of Safety 
Integrity Level - SIL4 by Independent Safety Assessor and 
reduces the probability of train collisions in block 
sections and on running lines at stations through its non-
SIL features. With this, Kavach has potential for adoption 
by other countries
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Air–IR–GSII • India has been ranked 82nd spot on a global passport 
index, allowing Indians visa-free entry to 58 countries, 
including popular destinations like Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Thailand. According to the latest ranking by the UK-
based Henley Passport Index, India’s passport now ranks 
at an improved 82nd spot. The ranking is based on data 
from the International Air Transport Association (IATA).

• Singapore occupied the top spot in the Index with its 
citizens having visa-free entry to 195 countries
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