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The Hindu :_GS 2/Governance–Page-1 • A significant judgment delivered in a 8:1 ratio by a nine-
judge Constitution Bench headed by Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud held that the power of State 
Legislatures to tax mining lands and quarries is not 
limited by the Parliament’s Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) Act of 1957.

• The judgment frees States from the restrictions of the 
Centre and is in tune with the federalist principles of 
governance.

• The majority judgment pronounced by Chief Justice 
Chandrachud said that State Legislatures derive their 
power to tax mines and quarries under Article 246 read 
with Entry 49 (tax on lands and buildings) in the State List 
of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.

• The majority verdict further clarified that royalty paid by 
those who lease mines to the government is not tax.
• Royalty is not a tax. Royalty is a contractual 

consideration paid by the mining lessee to the 
lessor for enjoyment of mineral rights,
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 4 On the eve of the six-day monsoon session, the Jharkhand 
Assembly Speaker’s Tribunal on Thursday disqualified two 
legislators under the anti-defection law with effect from July 
26.
• Both the MLAs had unsuccessfully contested this year’s 

Lok Sabha election against the wishes of their parties.
Related Law 
• The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, commonly 

known as the anti-defection law, was introduced in 1985 
with a view to curb the tendency among legislators to 
switch loyalties from one party to another and facilitate 
the toppling of regimes and formation of new ones. It 
provides for the Presiding Officer of the legislature to 
disqualify any defector on a petition by another member. 

• The law contemplates two kinds of defection: (a) by a 
member voluntarily giving up membership of the party 
on whose symbol he got elected (b) by a member 
violating a direction (whip) issued by his party to vote in 
a particular way or to abstain from voting.
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The Hindu –Economy(GSIII)-Page-10 • Coal in India was nationalised in two phases: first with 
the coking coal (used for the production of coke in the 
steel industry) in 1971-72; and then with the non-coking 
coal mines in 1973. The Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 
1973 is the central legislation that determines eligibility 
for coal mining in India.
• Illegal mining constitutes a law and order problem, 

which is a State list subject.
Why is illegal coal mining rampant in India?
• illegal mining in India is mostly carried out in abandoned 

mines or shallow coal seams in remote or isolated places.
• Several factors contribute to illegal coal mining in India.

• Coal is the most abundant fossil fuel in India, 
accounting for 55% of the country’s energy needs. 
The high demand for power in India translates into a 
high demand for coal, which often outstrips the 
legal supply, prompting illegal supply. 
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The Hindu–Places in news  (GSI)-Page 10 • Rwanda held its fourth presidential election since the 
1994 Tutsi genocide. Partial results released by Rwanda’s 
National Electoral Commission (NEC) reveal 
overwhelming support for President Paul Kagame.

Rwanda
It is a country situated in Central Africa, bordered to the 
North by Uganda, to the East by Tanzania, to the South by 
Burundi and to the West by the Democratic Republic of 
Congo
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The Hindu –Welfare Schemes(GSII)-Page 14 • Skill Development Minister Jayant Chaudhary launched 
the revamped Model Skill Loan Scheme, two days after 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced hiking 
the eligible size of loans for high-end skilling courses 
under the scheme to ₹7.5 lakh from ₹1.5 lakh.

• The earlier Credit Guarantee Fund Scheme for Skill 
Development, notified in November 2015 to create a 
credit guarantee fund for courses aligned to the National 
Skills Qualification Framework, faced multiple challenges. 
As on March 31, loans amounting to ₹115.75 crore had 
been extended to just 10,077 borrowers.

• Only member lending institutes of the Indian Banking 
Association (IBA) were allowed to lend earlier, and there 
was low uptake by both private and public sector banks 
due to their limited reach.

• Under the new scheme, the lending network has been 
broadened from only IBA banks to include Non Banking 
Financial Companies and small finance banks, with 
access to more skill courses and higher loan limits
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Indian Express–Disaster Management –GSIII-Page 2 • A high-level committee headed by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Thursday approved several disaster 
mitigation and capacity building projects for various 
states that include combating urban flooding and 
checking glacial lake outburst floods.

• The committee gave its nod to nine proposals for funding 
from National Disaster Mitigation Fund (NDMF) and 
National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF).

• Among the proposals approved include six projects 
in Telangana, Gujarat, Karnataka, West 
Bengal and Maharashtra at a total cost of Rs 2514.36 
crore for urban floor management.

• The committee also considered a proposal to implement 
Yuva Aapda Mitra Scheme in all the 28 states.

• In addition, the committee also approved a project 
proposal for Glacial Lake Outburst Flood risk mitigation 
for the states of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim 
and Arunachal Pradesh at a total outlay of Rs 150 crore.
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Indian Express–Economy/Environment –GSIII-Page 7 • Those industries which are practically non-polluting and 
categorised under the ‘white category’ by the Central 
Pollution Control Board will now not require prior 
permission of the state pollution control boards to 
establish and operate under the Air Act, 1981 and Water 
Act, 1974, according to two separate draft notifications 
of the Environment Ministry.

• These permissions known officially as ‘consent to 
establish’ (CTE) and ‘consent to operate’ (CTO) are 
granted to regulate industries that discharge effluents or 
emit pollutants into the environment.
Do you know ?

• Wind and solar power projects, assembly of air coolers, 
bicycle assembly are some of the projects and activities 
that come under the white category and are exempted 
from CTE and CTO permits. After recategorisation by 
CPCB in 2016, industrial sectors with a Pollution Index 
score including and up to 20 come under the category. 
The PI of any industrial sector is a number from 0-100.
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Indian Express–Science and Tech–GSIII-Page 17 What is listeria and listeriosis?
• Listeria or Listeria monocytogenes is a type of bacteria 

found in soil, vegetation, water, sewage and even the 
faeces of animals and humans. Listeria-contaminated 
food can lead to an infection called listeriosis.

• People with compromised immune systems, pregnant 
persons and their offspring and the elderly (aged 65 and 
above) are vulnerable.

What are the symptoms of listeriosis?
• Most people who ingest listeria-infected food do not fall 

sick or develop symptoms. The bacteria can be present in 
the infected person’s system for up to two months until 
the symptoms present themselves, making it difficult to 
establish the connection between what was consumed 
and the infection.

• Treatment depends on the extent of the infection. In 
many cases, intestinal listeriosis manifests within a day or 
two of consuming the contaminated food item and may 
lead to diarrhoea and vomiting. The treatment is similar 
to one for a routine stomach infection and could require 
antibiotics.
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PIB–Defense(GSIII) • Kargil Vijay Diwas, celebrated every year, is a significant 
day in the history of India. It is observed to pay tribute to 
the bravery of Indian soldiers who sacrificed their lives 
for the country during the Kargil War of 1999.

• Additionally, it also commemorates the country’s victory 
over Pakistan in the Kargil War of 1999 and marks the 
successful culmination of Operation Vijay. In this 
operation, the Indian Armed Forces reclaimed the 
territories in the Kargil district of Jammu and Kashmir 
that had been infiltrated by Pakistani soldiers and 
militants.
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PIB–Defense(GSIII) • The Indian Army contingent departed today for the 
Multinational Military Exercise KHAAN QUEST. The 
exercise is scheduled to be conducted from 27th July to 
9th August 2024 at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. The exercise 
will bring together military forces from around the world 
to collaborate and enhance their peacekeeping 
capabilities. Last edition of Exercise KHAAN QUEST was 
conducted in Mongolia from 19th June to 2nd July 2023.

• The exercise first started as a bilateral event between 
USA and Mongolian Armed Forces in the year 2003. 
Subsequently, from the year 2006 onwards the exercise 
graduated to a Multinational Peacekeeping Exercise with 
current year being the 21st iteration.
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Air–Issues related to poverty and hunger (GSII) • United Nations’ goal to eradicate world hunger by 2030 
seems increasingly challenging to achieve due to the 
impacts of wars, climate change, and economic crises. 
According to a UN, chronic hunger remained high and 
healthy food was out of reach of many people.
The annual State of Food Security and Nutrition in the 
World report said that around 733 million people faced 
hunger in 2023. It said that the situation in Africa was 
particularly dire, with one in five people there 
experiencing hunger.
According to the report jointly compiled by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization based in Rome, the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development, UNICEF, 
the World Health Organization, and the World Food 
Program, a nutritious diet was beyond the financial reach 
of over one-third of the global population in 2023

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


