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The Hindu :_GS 1/Art and Culture–Page-1 
Royal burial mounds of the Ahom dynasty from Assam make 
it to UNESCO World Heritage List
• The Ahoms adopted the Hindu method of cremation 

after the 18th century and began entombing the 
cremated bones and ashes in a Moidam at Charaideo.

• The highly venerated Moidams make the Charaideo
district a tourist destination.

• The Moidams are the first from the northeastern States 
to be recognised as a World Heritage Site in the cultural 
category.
• Assam has two other such sites in the natural 

category – Kaziranga National Park and Manas
National Park, both upgraded to tiger reserves.
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The Hindu-Defense(GSIII)-Page 9 • PM defends Agnipath scheme on anniversary of Kargil
War

• The Government had launched Agnipath scheme on June 
15, 2022 to recruit both male and female aspirants into 
‘below the officer’s rank’ cadre of the three services for a 
period of four years as Agniveers.

• Candidates between the age group of 17.5 to 21 years 
are eligible to apply for the scheme. 

• These Agniveers would undergo optimised basic military 
training and specialised trade training followed by up-
skilling courses, as required.
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page-10 • India and the U.S. on Friday signed a cultural property 
agreement aimed at enhancing cooperation to protect 
cultural heritage of both countries. 

• Cultural property agreements prevent illegal trade of 
cultural property and simplify the process by which 
looted and stolen antiquities may be returned to their 
country of origin.
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The Hindu–Art and Culture  (GSI) • The Saint Hilarion complex, one of the oldest 
monasteries in the West Asia, has been put on the 
UNESCO list of World Heritage sites in danger due to the 
war in Gaza.

• UNESCO said the site, which dates back to the fourth 
century, had been put on the endangered list at the 
demand of Palestinian authorities and cited the 
“imminent threats”

•
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Air–Disaster Management –GSIII • National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), has 
taken over the Chair of Asian Disaster Preparedness 
Centre (ADPC) from People Republic of China for the year 
2024-25 in Bangkok, Thailand on Thursday, 25th July 
2024. 

• ADPC is an autonomous International Organization for 
cooperation in and implementation of disaster risk 
reduction and building climate resilience in Asia and the 
Pacific region. 

• India and eight neighbouring countries viz. Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, China, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand are the founding members of ADPC.
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PIB–Economy • India’s first Integrated Agri-Export Facility will come up at 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port in Mumbai to bolster the country’s 
agricultural export and import capabilities

• It will streamline logistics, reduce wastage, and provide 
better prices for agricultural products. He said, this is a 
significant step towards empowering the farmers and 
boosting India’s agricultural sector. 

• The facility will cater to exports of prominent items like 
non-basmati rice, maize, spices, onion, and wheat.
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Air–Governance–GSII • Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair the 9th 
Governing Council Meeting of NITI Aayog at Rashtrapati
Bhavan Cultural Centre, New Delhi. 

• The theme of this year’s meeting is “Viksit
Bharat@2047,” with a central focus on making India a 
developed nation. The meeting will discuss the approach 
paper for the Vision Document on Viksit Bharat. 

• the Governing Council meeting aims to foster 
participative governance and collaboration between the 
Centre and State Governments, enhancing the quality of 
life for both rural and urban populations.

• The Prime Minister is the Chairperson of NITI Aayog.
• Other attendees will include Chief Ministers and 

Lieutenant Governors of States and Union 
Territories, Union Ministers as Ex-officio Members 
and Special Invitees, and the Vice Chairman and 
Members of NITI Aayog.
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Air–Economy(GSIII) 
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued a prompt 

corrective action (PCA) framework for primary (urban) 
co-operative banks to give more focus on larger UCBs 
that require more intensive monitoring by optimal 
utilisation of supervisory resources. 

• The PCA framework will replace the supervisory action 
framework (SAF) established as an early intervention tool 
to improve weak UCBs.

• the PCA framework had been suitably harmonised with 
similar frameworks applicable to scheduled commercial 
banks and non-banking financial companies, with 
suitable modifications considering the underlying 
principle of proportionality. 

• the revised framework seeks to provide flexibility to 
design entity-specific supervisory action plans based on 
the assessment of risks on a case-by-case basis. RBI said 
that the hard-coded limit of ₹25,000 for restrictions on 
capital expenditure by UCBs under SAF has been 
dispensed with.
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Air–IR(GSII) 
National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval met his 
Myanmarese counterpart Admiral Moe Aung on the 
sidelines of the BIMSTEC grouping’s meeting.
• BIMSTEC (The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation) constitutes a 
unique link between South and South-East Asian 
countries with five members from South Asia 
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka) and two 
members from South-East Asia (Myanmar & Thailand).
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